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THE 

EDITOR 

T O T H E 

READER. 

S the Letters 1 here offer to 
the Public are anonymous, 
the Reader will probably ex- 
peft I fliould give Ibme Ac- 
count of them : All I can 
lay mylclf is, that I have the 
greateft Rcalbn in the World to believe them 
genuine ; and in this I do not Ipeak my own 
Opinion alone ; but that of leveral Gentle- 
men, who have done me the Favour to perufe 
them ; and who all affure me, it is impoflible ■ 
they Ihould be miftakcn in their Judgment, 
for many Realbns. I think it, however, unne- 
ceflary to enuinerate thele Realbns here, as 
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the Argument alledg’d for their being ge- 
nuine by one Gentleman, which I lhall give 
the Reader, in his own Words, below, prove 
them to be lb beyond all Contradi£lion. 
They came to my Hands, among other Papers 
found in the Study of a Gentleman lately . 
deceas’d in the Country, whole Library I 
bought, and who appears to have been the 
Author^s Correlpondent, to whom they were 
wrote. This Gentleman had thought fit, for 
what Reafon I lhall not pretend to determine, 
to efl&ce the Name of the Writer of thefe 
Letters, and the Dates of them, as well as 
the Names of leveral Perfons mention’d in 
them; of which latter, however, he has, in 
fome Places, left the initial Letters, and in 
others the firft and laft : After having kept 
them fome Time by me, and, upon dipping 
into them now and then, found, that they 
not only gave a pretty particular Account 
of the Places from whence they were writ- 
ten, and their Inhabitants ; but were inter- 
mix’d with Wit and Humor, Allegory and 
Fable ; and, as I thought, not a little Satyr 
and fecret Hiftory, I began to entertain fome 
Thoughts of publilhing them. I, therefore, 
took the Opinion of feveral Friends, whom 
I thought better Judges of thefe Matters 
than myfelf^ and they all concur’d in encour 
laging, me to it : But with this Advice | 
that, as the Charafter and Capacity of the 
Author of thefe Letters were a ^ret, it 
wpuld be proper to inform myfelfi of fome- 
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body who was thoroughly acquainted with 
thole Parts, whether his Account of Per- 
Ibns, Places and Things were to be depended 
on ; and whether what they, as well as I, 
look’d upon to be Satyr and lecret Hiftory, 
.might not be prejudicial to the Charader 
or Reputation of any particular Perlbns ? 
-There was, . likewife, ■ another Thing yet 
wanting, which was, as the Dates were 
ef&ced, and they came to my Hands pro^ 
mifcuoufly, and loole, how to get them placed, 
in the due Order of Time they were written 
dn ? 

I HAD, at that Time, Ibme Concerns with 
a Gentleman, than whom I thought none 
more capable of giving me Satisfaftion in thefe 
Points i I mean, Mr. Lediard, (a Gentleman 
■pretty well known by the many Hiftorical 
Pieces that have appeared under his Name) 
who having been many Years in thofe Parts, 
as Secretary to his Majefty’s Envoy Extra- 
ordinary in Lorjoer Germany^ could not but 
be well ' acquainted with thole Matters. I 
had, befides, the greater Realbn to expeft 
Ibme Light from him, as I found him men- 
tion’d in feveral of the Letters, and from 
thence hoped he might be able, likewifo, 
to give me Ibme Account of the Author! 
I, therefore, made no Scruple of puting all 
the Letters into his Hands : And, after 
Ibme Weeks, he returned them with the fol- 
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lowing obliging Letter, which I have his 
Leave to publifti : 

SIR, 

HAVE perus’d the Letters you put 
£ into my Hands, and by having Re- 
“ gard to the References, and comparing 
“ Circumftances, have, without much Diffi- 
“ culty, number’d them according to the 
“ Order of Time they pertainly were wrote 
“ in : Which appears to have been from 

“ the Beginning of the Year 1727, thro’ 
“ that and the two following Years. As to 
Your Queftion, Whether I believe them 
genuine ? I venture pofitively to affirm, 
they are and muft be lb. I could give 
“ you many Reafons to fupport this Afler?. 
“ tion ; but it may foffice to tell you, that 
“ what the Author lays of mylelf, in feve- 
ral of his Letters, is ftriftly true j and 
“ tho’, amidft the numerous Acquaintance 
I had with Englijh Gentlemen palling 
thro’, and reliding fome Time in Ham-, 
burg, I cannot, at this Diftance of Time, 
“ call to Mind, or pofitively aflert, which 
of them was the Author of thefe Letters 5, 
“ yet, that I was acquainted with luch a 
“ Gentleman, and in Converlation with him 

at the Times and Places, and in the Man- 

. ^ ^ ** 

•* ner he alledges, I make no Scruple to 
allow. I have no Olyeilion to any Thing 
he lays on my Account, but his giving too 

“ favor- 

* » ’ ♦ 
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“ favorable a Charader of fbme trifllr^ Thea- 
“ trical Performances of mine, which he law 
exhibited on the Opera-Stage in Hamhvrgy 
and which, tho’ they did, indeed, meet 
“ with a general Applaule, was more owing 
“ to the ^vour of my Friends, than their 
own Merit : It being a Thing quite out 
“ of my Way, and what I Ihould never 
“ have attempted, but by the exprefi Com- 
“ mand of Sir Cyril IVichy and fome other 
“ Perfonsof Diftinftion. 

“ But were there not thefe undeniable 
“ Proofs, art '^ial Letters^ written »n Vur- 
“ fofe to be fublijh'd^ are fi aft to fall Jhort 
“ ^ tbe vivid Force and Ofennefs found in the 
unbofoming of Friend to Frtendy that the 
very Stile of them Ihews they are genuine. 

“ As to the Letter-Writer’s ^ 

Germany in general, and of the feyer^l 
“ Places he vilited, in particular, with his 
“ Charader of the Inhabitants, their Cuftoms 
“ and Manners, I can aflure you, upon my 
“ own Knowledge, that he has had good In- 
“ formation, and that his Oblervations in 
“ general are very juft : And tho’, there may 
“ be, here and there, a trifling OWedion or 
“ two to what he aflerts ; , yet that, without 
“ making any Alteration in his Relations, may 
“ be remedied by a very few Notes; for 
“ which, if you flipuld publifh them, I 
“ offer rny Service. 


“ Wha,x 


viii The EDITOR to 

What Share of fPit and Humour theft 
‘‘ Letters may lay Claim to, I will not un- 
dertake to judge : I can only lay, that I 
found them very entertaining; but that 
may be owing to their recalling feye al 
" Things to my Mind, of which I have for- 
“ merly been an Eye- and Ear-Witnels ; 
“ they may, not be lb diverting to others, 
^ where this Circumftance is wanting ; how- 
ever, Novelty may perhajfs, in fome Mea- 
fore, counterbalance that. 

An Itch of Satyr does, indeed, run thro’ 
“ the Whole ; but I cannot lay it is every- 
where, if any-where, altogether undeferv- 
** ing : And the Author has always obferved 
the Rule given by the Duke of Bucking- 
** ham^ as a diftinguilhing Chara^leriftick of 
“ true Satyr, in Oppolltion to Railing, in the 
“ following Lines : * 

’Tts humane Frailty nicely to unfold^ 
Diftinguijhes a Satyr from a Scold. 

Rage you muft hide^ and ‘Prejudice lay downy 
A Satyr’j Sntile is Jharferthanhis Frow«,5Cc. 

He has likewile accompanied his Satyr. 
with Reafon and good Senfe, according to 
“ Dr. lotmg : 

Heroes and Gods make other Poems finCy 
Plain, SitjT calls for Senfe in every Line, 

Univerlal Palfion, Sat. II. 


“ I DQ 
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th READER. 

“ I DO not conceive, that you need be 
“ under any Apprehenfions, as to what you 
“ call fecret Hijiory : Not but that I allow, 

“ there are fome Things that may be call’d fo 
“ in feveral of thele Letters : But they arc of 
“ filch a Nature as cannot give great Offence, 
“ even to the Pcrlbns they concern, if I may 
“ be permitted to giiels at them : Befides, 
“ few' of them are Per Ions of that Confequenec 
“ to be greatly regarded ; matny of them arc 
“ dead, and the very Fa£ls themfelves arc 
“ filch as I fliould think might, without Scru- 
“ pie, be related, with the Addition even of 
the Perfbns Names : However, to remove all 
“ Difficulty, on that Head, I have placed 
fiditious Names over Ibme of the initial 
“ Letters, where I think Reputation is con- 
cem’d ; which you may, if you think fit, 
“ make t/fe of What you are moft diffident 
‘‘ of^ I prefume are the Letters from . Hanno- 
“ ’ver j but I think without a Caufe. The 
Gentleman who wrote thefe Letters, who- 
ever he be, is certainly a hearty Well- 
“ Wilher to our prefent happy Eftablilhment; 
“ nor do I find a fingle Word in them, 
‘‘ whereby he may be feid to deviate in the 
“ leaft, from that Veneration and Relpeft, 
which every true Engli^-Mm ought to 
“ have, and upon all Occafions exprels, for 
that illuftrious Houfe, of which our moft. 
*i gracious Sovereign is, at this Time, the 
Head : And tho’ he do (peak pretty freely 
‘‘ of certain Perfbnsj of a more inferior De- 
f.- gree, I don’t -find any Thing that qan give 
•V “ Offence 
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" Offence here. The moft fevere Piece of 
“ Satyrical private Hiftory (if there be any 
Thing in the Fads) is the Reign of Syl~ 
viusy King of the Gambriviiy and BuUeroch- 
“ JiuSy his Co-Adjutant in the Government : 
“ But I look upon the whole to be a Fidion, 
a Child of the Author’s own Brain, to give 
“ his Friend an Idea of the Inconveniencies, 
“ that might pollibly arife from fuch a Form 
" of Government, as he had before delcrib’d : 
** Or Ihould there be any Thing of Truth in 
“ it, the Names are fiditious, and the Di- 
“ fiance of Time fo great, that it would be 
“ difficult now, but to fuppofe, and impoffible 
“ to fix it to any certain Period or Perfons. 


"As for the Allegory and FabUy which 
make a confiderable, and if I may be al- 
low’d to fpeak my Mind, the moft beau- 
tiful Part of thefe Letters, the Author and 
his Friend have great Obligations to Foreign 
Affiftance. And' here I muft beg Leave 
to do Juftice (and to defire yoiij if you 
fhould publilh thefe Letters, to do the 
fame) to a Society of Gentlemen, for whom 
I, and every one who knows them, muft 
profefs the higheft Efteem : I mean the 
Authors of the Tatrioty a weekly Paper 
publifh’d in Hamburgy in Imitation of our 
incomparable Sfe^tatorsy and which is al- 
" low'd, by all good Judges, to come up 
" the neareft to the Spirit of thole great Ori- 
" ginals,. of any Thing that has been pub- 

“ liffi’d 
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“ lifh’d of that Nature. From thele Patriots 
“ our Author has either tranflated, or bor- 
“ row’d, thofe fine Allegories and Fables, 
“ which lb greatly embellilh many of his Let- 
“ ters ; luch are his Intellectual 'Thermometer \ 
his Touchjlone <f Sincerity ; his ‘Philojbfhi- 
“ cal Watch ^ his Defcriftion of the Empire of 
“ Pathia ^ his Account of an extraordinary 
“ Collection (f Pictures ^ his Vifions, and the 
“ like ; and tho’ he has taken great Liberty, 
“ in thefehis Tranflations or Imitations; and 
“ has, to make them anlwer his Defign, 
and adapt them to the Englijh Tongue and 
Tafte, in many of them, very much devi- 
“ ated from, or made great Additions to, the 
Originals ; yet it is plainly dilcernable, 
‘‘ whence they had their Rife. To introduce 
thele Allegories and Fables he has painted 
‘‘ that beautiful Character of his learned 
Friend^ which makes Part of the 1 1 th, 1 4th 
“ and 1 6th Letters : This, likewife, he has in 
Part taken from the Patriot’s Charafter of 
“ himfelf^ w'hich, however, he has v.ery much 
diverfified and extended, and has added an 
“ agreable Account of his Houfe and Gar- 
“ dens, Domefticks and Oeconomy, and a 
“ diverting Relation of the Means he made 
Ufe of to get into his Acquaintance and 
“ Familiarity. 

“The Title you propofe of German 
S p Y is proper enough ; for thefe Letters 
“ are really fe> : But take this along with 

“ you 
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‘‘ you, that neither the Subjefts, nor the 
“ Language of them are fb vulgar and loofe, 
as in Ibme of thole Writings^ which go by 
“ the Name of Spies. The Author’s Rela- 
“ tion of his Intriegue with a fa.it Nun at 
“ Munfier has indeed Ibmething in it that 
“ favours of Libertinilhi : But then the Wit 
“ and Beauty of the unhappy Fair-Onq feen^ 
“ to have been lb exquifite j 

yis could., with a rejifilefs Charm, impart 
"the loqfeji Wijhes to the chajtefi Heart : 
Raij'e fuch a ConfliB, kindle juch a Fire, 
Between declining Virtue and De/ire ; 

“ That it were no Wonder if the Frailty of 
“ human Nature had hurried him to commit 
“ an Action he, in cooler Thoughts, would, 
“ without Doubt, himlelf condemn. How- 
“ ever, amidft the ftrongeft Temptations ; 
“ tho’ he gives his Friend Ibme Hints, ancl 
“ leaves it to him to form a Judgment, he 
does not once, notwithftanding their Fami- 
“ liarity, tell him he was actually criminal. 
“ In leveral of his lecret Hiftories of others 
“ he does, indeed, dilplay the Frailties of 
“ both Sexes ; but it is in luch a Manner, as 
“ plainly Ihews his Defign to be the expofing 
“ of Vice, and recommending of Virtue : 
“ And he has every where taken Care not 
“ to offend in Point of Language. You will 
“ find nothing here, that can be obnoxious to 
“ the niceft Ear, of either Sex : Nothing 

“ but 


the READER. xiil 

“ but what may be liippos’d to have hap- 
“ pen’d among Perfbns above the common 
“ Rank, and to have been related by one 
“ Gentleman to another. The Author him- 
felf leems to have been a Perlbn endued 
“ with the Principles of Religion and Mo- 
“ rality, diverted of Bigotry and Ortentation, 
and the very Bent of his Allegories and 
“ Fables is to inculcate the lame Principles, 
in an agreable Manner, in others. 

“The Strength of juft OhfervatioHSy (f 
which thefe Letters contain a great Number j 
“ has a prevailing Influence^ and injlnuates it- 
“ felf into the Mind almoft imperceptibly j and 
“ proper Examples make a more lafting Im~ 
“ prejjton there than one would eafil^ imagine. 
“ 'Th^ polijh the.Underftandingy improve the 
“ Ji^gment^ and^ by regulating the Tafte, tend 
“ not a little to Jhame out of the World that 
“ Rufticity and RarbarUm^ thofe Follies and 
“ Affectations., in one Word., all that Little- 
“ nefs of Mtnd., which is fo effectual a Bar in 
“ the Way (f generous and noble Undertakings. 
“ And if this be in general true, how much 
“ more is it lb, when we have before us 
“ the Examples of other Nations, and can 
“ lee in what Particulars they excel or foil 
“ Ihort of our own. By this (as the Speita- 
“ torjurtly oblerves) we may unlearn fome 
“ odd Beculiarities in our Manners., and wear 
“ off ftich aukward Suffneffes and Affectations 
** m our Behaviour, as mey pojjibly have been 

“ cofitraCtedi 
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contrasted from confantly ajfociattng ivith 
“ one Nation of Men, by a more free, gene-- 
“ ral and mix'd Converjdtion. 

“Follies and Vices cannot be too itiucll 
“ expos’d, nor too much guarded againft. 
“ ( Horace lays very well ; Sapentia prima eft 
“ Stultitia caruijfe.) They grow up with Us 
“ from our Infency : The Example of our 
“ Parents, and Guftom, ftrengthen them in, 
“ us : The evil Concupilence of our Hearts 
“ beget daily new Ones ; and Self-Love nou- 
“ rilhes thele Monfters. They are now a** 
“ days glols’d over with new Names, which, 
inftead of giving us an Abhorrence of them, 
“ recommend them to our Approbation. 
“ Avarice is now call’d Good Husbandry j 
“ Luxury, Gallantry : An unrealbnable 

“ Thirst Honour, is dignified with the 
“ Ipecious Title of a Noble Ambition : Trea- 
“ CHERY is term’d ^oli<y j Profuseness, Li- 
“ berality : Obstinacy is Conjlancy : Super- 
“ sTiTioN, Tiety : Blasphemy, Free-TJjink- 
“ ing ; and the like. Rochefort (if I am not 
“ miftaken in my Author) lays of the Canni- 
“ bals, that they have no Word, in their 
Language, to exprels any Vice : And, in-. 
“ deed, we may almoft lay the lame Thing, 
“ of our Mother-Tongue. 

Wife^ the Spings (f ATton we conceal, 

Tims Sordidnefs is Trudence, Fury, Zeal ; 

' • Ambititns 
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Ambition makes the publick Good her Care, 
And Hypocrites the Mask of Saint/hip wear. 

Pope on Human Life.' 

*' By thus difgulfing our Vices, under thefe 
and the like winning Appellations, we like- 
** wife get a Habit of forming a deceitful 
*' Judgment of Things : So, for Inflance, 
Poverty, tho’ no Sin, is what we are all 
** afham’dof: and, on the other hand. Pride, 
** tho’ the moft deform’d of all Vices, is what 
very few blufh at. 

' “ There is another Ufe, that may be made 
“ of feme Part of thefe Letters, which I 
** muft not omit taking notice of. They 
** fhew in a lively manner, the Folly of DiC- 
** content, and the Happinefs of being fatif- 
** fied with our own Condition of Life. That 
Murmuring Difcontent is a Daughter of 
diforderly, fuper- abundant Self-hove, and 
** the Mother of Complaint, is what every one 
** will readily allow : But few, I fear, con- 
“ fider, that the latter may juftly be call’d, a 
** Scourge of Human Society j a Pool of many 
** Vices 5 a Source of Defpair •, and a Pejl of 
** our Eternal as well as temporal Happinefs, 
** A Perfon of this unfortunate Dilpofition is 
neither fatisfied with himfelf nor others, 
** neither with Nature, nor with the Almighty 
** Author of all Things. He is an Enemy to 
** the whole Creation. Difcontent makes him 
J* tomplain, and finding Fault encreafes his 

*■' ‘‘ Difcontent. 
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“ Difcontent. A diflatisfied Body can never 
“ ferve God : He is infenfible of bis Good^ 
“ nefs, therefore cannot thank him : Is not 
“ mov'd by his Glory; how then can he ho- 
“ nour him ? His Mercy makes no Impreffion 
“ on him ; how then can he love him ? 

“ I HAVE referv’d your Queflion, Whether 
“ I think it might be •worth your •while to print 
“ thefe Letters ? as the moft difficult to be 
“ anfwered, to the laft. I ffiall only lay, that 
“ if an agreeable Mixture of Hiftdry and Fa- 
“ble; of Wit, Humour and Satire; written 
in an eafy familiar Style, and ih fuch Man- 
“ ner, that the moft ordinary Reader may be' 
“ able to difcover, which of thefe Occurrences 
“ arc related as Truth, and which as Fidion ; 
“ if, I fay, thefe Things can recommend any 
“ thing to the Publick, you may, I believe, 
“ fafely venture. • •’ 

I am, &c. 

• ^ / > 

•Thomas Ledyard, 

Thus far Mr. Ledyard : I have accepted of 
his kind Offer of adding fome Notes, which- 
the Reader will find very proper Explanations 
of fome important Points, and hope for his 
favourable Acceptance of the Work, 
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Letter I. . 

S I MuNSTEltr 

Y Lift was from Amjlerdamy which 
only informed you of my Arrival 
there ; without attempting to give 
you any Account of a Country you 
are fo much better acquainted with 
than myfelf; having fo often tra- 
velled thro* it, during the laft War, 
in your Way to the Armies, as well in the Ne- 
therlandsy as on the Rhine, I made but a fliorc 
Stay in that City ; and, as in my former Journy 
ro Vienna^ I went by the Way of Franeforty the 
Black Forefiy Augsburg and Nurenburg^ I refolved 
now to take a quite different RoutCy and after 
having vifi ted the Hanfee-Toy^ns of Bremeny Ham- 
burg and hubecky. and the adjacent Countries of Hoi- 
ftein and Mecklenburgy to take a Tour to the Courts 
of Hanover and WolfembutteU and from thence 
to travel, thro^ Saxony and Bohemia to the Imperial 
. . B Court, 
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Court. Of thcfe Countries, and of the principal 
Towns and Cities of them, thro* which I lhall 
pafs, I propofe, in Obedience to your Commands, 
to give you fuch Accounts as may be acceptable, 
and not altogether void of Ufe, from one Friend 
to another ; but which will by no Means bear the 
Scrutiny of a critical Examination. My Letters 
therefore, will be very unfit to be communicated 
to any but fuch intimate Friends, as your dear 
felf ; and upon no Account proper to be expos’d 
to the Public ; which, as undeferving of it as I 
am convinc’d they muft be, you might, without a 
Caution, be tempted to do, on Account of the Va- 
riety of Matter they will probably contain. I have 
thought this Caution the more neceffary, as, know- 
ing I write to an indulgent Friend who will pardon 
all Faults, I fliall not be over-careful either as to 
my Stile or Order, I may, likewife, probably 
now and then, interfperfe, with my Hifioricdy'Gio- 
graphical^ and Political Remarks, an Allegory^ or 
a Piece of ivate Hifiory^ which it might not be . 
lo proper to expofe to all the World. 

My Rdblution being fixM for Bremen^ I made 
Enquiry after the moft agreable and eafy Route \ 

1 was recommended to that thro* Eajl-Friejland as 
the p/eafanteft, and lead expenfive : But, to par- 
take of thefe Benefits, I fhould have been obliged 
to jvait fome Weeks, the Rivers and Canals not 
beiM yet fo free from Ice to admit of travelling 
in Treck’fchuyts. The common Poll- waggons, I 
was told, would be very inconvenient, on many 
Accounts ; efpecially as they drive Night and Day: 
I was, therefore, advis’d to look out for a Com- 
panion or two, and then we might travel more at 
Eafe, and ly by every Night. I applied myfelf, 
lor this End, to a young French Merchant, with 
whom I had contradled an Acquaintance, at the 
Ordinary in the Houfe where I lodg’d. He told 

me. 
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me, he was to depart hiinfdf, in a few Days, for 
the famous Fair of Leipzick^ and fliould take Bre- 
men and Hamburgh in his Way. He was fo kind 
to offer me a Place in his Chaife, withhimlelf and 
his Book-keeper : But gave me, at the fame Time, 
to underftand, that being obliged to vifit feveral 
of his Correspondents, at different Towns and 
Places, he could not promife me to go the neareft 
Way, nor that he might not be detained a few 
Days in fome Places. Thcfc Circumftantes being 
rather acceptable than difagreable to me, who am 
neither limited to Time nor Place, I readily ac- 
cepted his Offer ; and we left Amjlerdavi about a 
Week afterwards. Our firft Tour was, by the 
Way of Utrecht i Nimegueuy Cleve and Santen^ to 
Wefely at each of which Places we (laid a Night 
and Part of a Day, and at the latter three Days, 
on Occafion of a heavy Rain. I forbear giving 
you any Delcription of thefe Places, which I know 
you have traveled thro* yourfelt more than once. 
My Fellow-traveller being an excellent Companion, 
who had feen the World, and, with a tolerable 
Share of Learning, had gain’d an Experience be- 
yond his Years, I pafs’d my Time with him very 
agreably, notwithftanding the Mortification of 
bad Roads and worfe Weather. Comes jucundui . 
in via pro vehiculo eft. 

At iVefely he told me^ he fhoiild now put 
Patience to. the Trial, and bid me prepare to look 
Poverty and Mifery in the Face, in their moft ug- 
ly Shapes : For we were going to travel thro* a 
Country, which had as great a. Share of both, as 
any in Germany *, I mean Weftphalia. However, 
to raife my Spirits again, which began vifibly to 
dreiop, on View of the frightful Images he had 
placed before me, he told me, he had taken Care 
to ftore his Hamper, with all the portable Conve- 
niences we fhould {land in Need of* The firft 

B a Night*» 
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Night’s Lodging gave me but too evident Proofs^ 
of my Friend’s Veracity : We came, about the 
Clofe of the Evening, to a miferable Village, where 
we might truly have faidv that Poverty flared out 
of every Window, had there been any fuch Thing 
in the whole Place : But I foon perceived, that 
one large Entrance, at one End, and a fmall Door, 
about the Middle of each Side of the Houfes, fer- 
ved not only for the Convenience of going in and 
out, but were as well all the Windows, as all the 
Chimnies they had. Thefe Houfes, which are low 
and thatch’d, confifl: of but one pretty large oblong 
Room, which ferves for Kitchen, Parlour, Bed- 
chamber and Stable. We were carried to the Inrr 
or Publick-Houfe •, a Hovel; in nothing diftin- 
guifliable from the Reft, but by a Manger at the. 
Door, and a crooked Billet for a Sign. Our Coach- 
man drove direftly into the Fore-part of the Caftle, 
on each Side of which, I perceived, the Cows were 
flationed. Here we alighted, and feeing a Fire 
towards the other End, we made up to it : We 

found it enviion’d by a Set of Wretches, who had 
little more of Humanity in them than their Shape. 
They edg’d, indeed, together, to make Room for 
us ; but, for any thing elfe, took no farther Notice. 
We accepted even of this fmall Token of their Fa- 
vour, and fit down by them, on fome Logs, which*. 
ferv’^ed firft for Seats and then for Fuel : But what 
with the Stench of their filthy Mundungus^ and o- 
ther difagreable Smells, added to the Smoak of 
the green Wood they burnt, that very much of- 
fended our Eyes, we loon left them, hugging them- 
felves with the Plealure of feing our Uneafinefs, 
which we perceived they were very merry upon.. 
As we faw neither Chair nor Table, we made our 
Trunks ferve inflead of the former, and the Hana- 
per, which contained our Provifions, took Place of 
tic latter to fpread our Cloth upon : But we were 

forced 
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forced to difpenfe with every other Conveniency* 
During our Supper, having heard of a Sort of Bread, 
which is their chief Food in this Country, called 
Pompernickely I had the Curiofity to call for a Slice 
of it, which being hewed with a Hatcher, from a 
large Loaf of at leaft a Bufhd, was accordingly 
ferved, on a wooden Trencher, with great Form : 
But I had enough of the Looks of it, not to be 
tempted to tafle ir. The Colour of it is a dark 
brown, pretty near approaching to Black, and by 
the Hew, one would take it to be a Compound of 
fome very filthy Materials. Upon Enquiry, I 
found it was made of Rye, coarlely ground, with 
all the Bran left in it, and that there had not been 
the greateft Care taken, to fever it from the Pieces 
of Straw, Hair, and other Naftinefs, which had 
been fwept with the Corn from the threfhing Floor. 
I was curious to know the Etymology of the ftrange 
Name they gave it ; but my Enquiry out-reached 
the Sphere of our Landlord’s Knowledge, and I 
had remained in Ignorance of this important Secret, 
had not a Fellow, who took Care to inform us he 
was the School-mafter of the Village, laid down his 
Inch of Pipe, apd folv’d the Matter, in the fol- 
lowing Manner : ‘‘ A Frenchman (faid he) tra- 
** veiling thro* this Country, and asking for Bread, 
“ had a Slice of this (for we have no other) Sort, 
prefented him ; Upon which he cried out 
“ efi bon pour Nicol (or, as our Parifli-Prieft intcr- 
“ prets it, that is good for Nicholas) a Name, it 
feems, he had given his Horfe ; which Words, 
“ in Imitation of our Betters, we have engrrfied 
‘‘ into our Language, and thence produced the 
barbarous Word Pompernickel^\ Having re- 
warded our Interpreter with a Glafs of Naniz^ and 
cheer’d ourfelves with a Couple of Bottles of good 
French Claret, we fliewed a Difpofition to Reft ; 
Whereupon our Landlord, to treat us as Guefts 
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of Diftinftion, ordered fome Trufles of clean Straw 
to be fpread on the Mud-floor, with the Help of 
' a Pitch-fork, and gave each of us a Trufs for 
a Pillow, alluring us there was not a wholfomcr 
or more cleanly Lager (Bed I fuppofe he meant ) 
in the whole Country. 

Thus were we forced to ly down, with the Cows 
champing their Straw on the one Side, the Hogs 
"grunting on the other, three or four Women, with 
a whole Idtter of fquawling Brats, on our Right, 
and their Hulbands, blclTedly drunk, with Corn- 
Brandy, fome fnoring, others ranting, and again 
others fpewing, on our Left ; with a Stench arifing 
from the four EruSations of lo many different A- 
nimals, ^and other concomitant Caufes, that we 
ihould have thought a Bog-houfe a Nofegay : And 
to mend the Matter, the flovenly Clown, v/ho had 
drove us the lall Stage, thinking our Landlord had 
been too liberal of his Straw, for three Perfons, 
very familiarly laid himfelf down by us. 

In this pitiful Plight, Wearinefs, at length,' 
closM my Eyes, and I dept tolerably well ; ’till a 
fudden Twitch, which almoft deprived me of my 
Pillow, at the fame Time, awaked me ; when, 
ftretching out my Arm, the firfl: Thing I laid hold 
of was a Cow’s Horn, and, I found, the good-na- 
tured Creature, having broke loofe from her Ted- 
der, had, without Ceremony, made bold with my 
Pillow for her Supper, or rather Brcakfaft, for I 
found it was near Morning. You will eafily ima- 
gine, I had no farther Inclination to Sleep ; I chofe 
rather to grope out my Way to the Door, for the 
Benefit of a Mouthful of frefh Air, which by this 
Time began to be highly necellixry ; and Aurora 
beginning to arife from Telbys^s Lap, I awaked my 
Companions, and having order’d fre/li Horfes to 
be put to our Chaife ( for you muft know the glo- 
rious Hovel, of which I have given you a Pidlure, 

was 
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was a Poft-houfe too) we departed at Day-break, 
and, to our great Refrefliment, refted from our 
Labours, by continuing our Travels. 

This faint Sketch’ may ferve to give you a ge- 
neral Idea of the whole Country, only this I ob- 
ferved \ as JVeJlphalia is under the Dominion of fe- 
veral Princes, partly Protejlants and partly Pa- 
pijls^ whofe Dominions are fo intermixed, that 
we went out of one into the other, feveral Times 
in a Day’s Journy, that there are Degrees even in 
Mifery, and that the former enjoy fome Com- 
forts of Life, which the latter are deprived of, 
by the Knavery and Tyranny of their Priefts ; of 
which even we, who were only travelling thro* 
their Country, felt the EfFcfts : For, it being Lent^ 
we were forced to enjoy our own Provifions by 
Stealth, and whenever we had an Inclination to re- 
gale ourfelves with a Slice of IVeftphalia-W^m^ 
to obtain Leave firft of the Parifli-Prieft, at the 
Expence of a Bottle of Wine or Brandy. 

As the Protejlants in fVeJlphalia are, a great 
Part of them, Calvinijlsy we met with daily In- 
ftances of thofe two great Weakneffes of human 
Reafon, Enthufiafm and Superftition *, which a 
Member of the Church of England^ who is edu- 
p.ted in a juft and happy Medium between both, 
cannot but (I had almoft faid, and muft fay it, ab- 
ftrafted of political Principles) equally abhor. 

The firft Place we come to of Note, was this 
famous City of Munjfer^ the Capital of IVeJiphalia^ 
and of a Bifhoprrc of the fame Name, under the 
Archbifhop of Cclogn^ and the Refidence of its 
Bifhopj fituate on the River not far from its 
Conflux with the E?ns, As my Stay in the feveral 
Places, which I fliall pafs thro’ in JFeJipbaliay will 
not be above a Day or two at each, and not much 
longer here, you mufl be contented with fuch a 
brief Account of them, ns I fliall be able to procure 

B 4 iu 
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in fo (hort Time, cfpccially as I (hall relate no- 
thing to you but what I have upon the beft Infor- 
mation. 

The Inhabitants pretend this City was firft built 
by the l*en 5 ieriy an ancient German People, in or 
a^ut the Year 584, who call’d it Mayland (the 
fame Name the Germans now give to Milan in Ita- 
ly) which it kept ’till about the Year 696, when, 
on what Occafion I don’t find, it was changed to 
Mumingerode. In 772, it was taken by Charle- 
magne^ who, having founded a Bifhop’s See here, 
and in the circumjacent Country, about the Year 
785, and having built a Monaftery, and a Church 
or Cathedral here, call’d the Munjier^ this City 
from thence took the Name it now bears ; tho* 
feme pretend it had not this Name, ’till Herman I, 
their 14th Bifliop, built a Monaftery on the other 
Side of the River, which he call’d Monafterium 
trans aquam^ about the Beginning of the nth Cen- 
tury, and yet enjoys great Privileges.* In 1121, 
it was befieged and reduced to a Heap of Ruins, 
by I*heodorick^ the degraded Bilhop ; but was re- 
built and enlarg’d by his SuccefTor •, and Herman 

II, the 25th Bilhop, added the Walls and Gates, 
in the Beginning of the 13th Century. Theodorick 

III, the 27th Bifliop, who was eledted in or about 
1225, laid the firft Stone of the Cathedral, which 
was not, however, finiflied ’till 36 Years after^ 
under Gerhardus^ the 31ft Bifliop. My Com- 
panion’s Packet, in which I enclofe this, being 
ready, I muft defer the Continuation of my Ac- 
count of this Place, ’till my next, and remain, as 
eiier, 
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Letter II. 


SIR, 


Munster, 



O continue my Account of this City, I 
muft tell you, that it is particularly no- 
ted in Hiftory, for three very remarka- 
ble Tranfaftions. 

1. The In furred ion of the Anabaplifls^ who, in 

1533, City, and, fetting up Jack of 

Leyden for their King, laid it under inexprefliblc 
Calamities, and perpetrated the moft horrid Vilia- 
nies, under the Pretence of an Entbufiajlic ZeaL 
Thefe Troubles continned ’till 1535, when Bifhop 
William II befieg’d it, and after a Year’s Siege, 
with great Bloodlhed, reduced the Rebels ; where- 
upon he caus’d their King, John^ to have his Flefh 
torn from his Bones, with red hot Pinchers, and 
his mangled Body, being put into a Sort of Iron 
Basket, to be hpiited to the Top of the higheft 
Steeple in the City. 

2. The famous Treaty, which put an End to 
the bloody War that had raged thirty Years in 
Germany^ on Account of Religion, and was con- 
cluded here, in 1648. 

3. The Troubles and War the Inhabitants had 
with their 57th Bifhop, Bernhard Cbrijlophcr von 
Gal^n ( a Man wholly addided to Cruelty and 
Bloodfhed ) who being eleded in 1650, pretended 
to a certain Jurifdidion, in Temporalities, never 
enjoyed by his Predecefifors (this City having for- 
merly been a free Imperial City, and afterwards ex- 
empt ) and great Disorders enfued. In 1657, be- 
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ing back’d by the Eleftorsof Mentz^Triers and Co^ 
logn^ together with the Duke of Neuhurgy he laid 
Siege to the Town, which was defended with great 
Obftinacy, by the Burghers, with the Help of the 
Vutchy ’till, the latter End of O^lober^ they came 
to an Agreement with the Bilhop, that the City 
fhould, for the future, be garrifoned partly with his 
Troops. But this Treaty did not fubfift three 
Years, before the Bifhop found a new Pretence to 
quarrel with them, and the Diitchj at the Defire 
of feveral Princes of Germany y having refufed them 
their Afliftance, they were obliged, in March i66i, 
after an obftinate and bloody Siege, to furrender 
themfelves to the Mercy of the Bi (hop, who mar 
king his fpublic Entry into the City, in July fol- 
lowing, overthrew thejr whole Form of Govern- 
ment, took the Adminiftration into his own Hands, 
and new-model’d it *, fince which the City has been 
ever fubjeft to the Bifhops. ' ' 

The Bifhops were nominated by the Emperors, 
’till the Beginning of the 13th Century, fince wheri 
they have been dedted by the Chapter, which con- 
fifts of about forty Canons, who, for their Qua- 
lification, muft prove their Nobility, for eight 
Generations, and that they have ftudied a Year 
and fix W^eks at Faris, The prefent Bifhop is 
Clement Augtijlus of Bavaria^ who was elefted in 
1719, to this Bifhopric, and to that of Paderhorny 
and in 172*3, Eleftor of Cologn*. 

The prefent City is a well fortified Place, al- 
moft circular, has eight Gates, and a fine Citadel, 
call’d the Patilus-Bergy or Paul^s-Mounty near ad- 
joining to it, built in 1663, by von Galen y 


* He is likewife Bilhop of Ofnahrug, where he was eleded in 
1728, upon the Deceafe of Erneji AugiiftuSy of Hanover y Duke 
of Yorky Brother of his late Majefty King George I, and after his 
Death it again devolves to the Houfe of Hanover, 

to 
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to keep the Burghers in Aw ; and for this Reafon, 
he likewife call’d it the Brille The River Aa 
flows thro’ the City, and falls into the Ems near 
the new Gate. At our Entrance, into this Place, 

I obferved a great Number of Priefts, of different 
Orders, and, as I thought, excepting the Priefts, • 
more Women than Men, many of whom feem’d 
to be of the loofer Sort (“f). As we came here in 
the Forenoon, and our Stay was to be but fhort, 

I no fooner had refreflied myfelf, in my Quarters, 
than I got a Perlbn to accompany me in taking a 
View of the City. The Houfes are moll of them 
.ancient, or at lead in the antique S^ilc, and thq 
-principal in the four Markets, where, among other 
Buildings, the Senat-houfe, and the Hall tor the 
Guilden^ or Companies of Artificers, are the mod 
remarkable : In the Eadern Part of the City is a 
large Place, where the Fronts of the Houfes reft 
upon Pillars, and form a handfome Piazza. This 
City has five Collegiate and fix Parilh Churches, 
befides a great Number of Monafterics, Convents 
and Religious Houfes, mod of them ftatcly Piles, 
and fbme pleafantly fituate i, in the Midll of beau- 
tiful Gardens. I vifited as many of them, as Time 
would allow me, this and the following Day, and 
had particular Civilities fliewn me in feveral of 
them j but more efpecially in a Convent of Domi- 
nicans^ an Order indulg’d with more freedom than 


* Our Author’s Friend mull have underllood the Idiom 

to comprehend this Reafon without an Explanation. Brtlh in 
German lignifies Spectacles, and to fell any one SpeHacks. or to 
put SpeSlacles on his No/e, fignifies with them to keep one in Au'., 
or within Bounds, likewife to deceive one. 

f It is a general Obfervation in the Roman Catholic Cities 
of Germany, the more Priefts, the more W — res : And at Mentx., 
they have a Saying, that if any one pafles the Bridge, from t!ie 
other Side of the River, withoui meeting a Prkil or a \V — re, 
the Cirv forfeits its Charter. 
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any other except the Jefuits, and whofe Votaries, 
at leaft if we may judge by their outward Appea- 
rance, wallow in Luxury and Eafe. They are, 
likewife, call’d the Order of Preachers, and are 
fuppos’d, next to the Sons of Loyola i* * , to be the 
moft learned. It being about Noon, vAen I vifit- 
ed them, I was invited to partake of what they 
call’d a Repas maigre ( or Fading Dinner ) ; but 
tho’ it confided wholly of Fifh, it appear’d in fo 
many Shapes, and different Ways of DrefTing, as 
might have fatisfied an Epicure. After Dinner, 
one of the Fathers accompanied me to a Nunnery 
of the fame Order near adjoining where, how- 
ever, I was to have gone no fivrther, than the Par- 
lour ^ and Chapel : But, by a furprizing Ad- 

venture, was afterwards admited into the mod in- 
ward ReceflTes of it. 

When we enter’d the Parlour, I found two Nuns 
at the Grate, cheapening fome little filver Toys, 
which an elderly Woman had to fell. I took 
the Liberty ( having fird afle’d my Guide, if I 
might doit without an Affront) to offer each of 
them a filver Needle-cafe, which they accepted of, 
and difeourfed with me in French : But by their 
referved Anfwers, I fufpefted, as it afterwards ap- 
pear’d (for they were then veil’d) that they were 


f The Jefuits. 

* This is very common, and it has been obferv’d, in feveral 
Parts of Germany, fince the Reformation, that they generally 
have fubterraneous Communications. Martin Luther (in his 
fahle Dijeourfe ) gives us a remarkable,- and, at the fame Time, 
fliocking Inltance, near Erffurt^ where, upon draining a Pond 
belonging to one of them, after the Monks were oblig’d to 
abandon it, there were found the Bones of a great Number 
^if my memory does not fail me, of fome Thoufands) of Infants. 

4- An outward Room, fep^ted by an Iron Grate from ano- 
ther within, where the N nns are allowed at certain Times, to 
come veil’d, tho’ the young arc feldpm trulled alone without ah 
cider Sifter. 
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a Couple of antiquated Sifters, who had no Relifii 
tor Gaiety. It was not long before I was relieved 
from their dry Converfation, by a third, who leemM 
to be the very Reverfe of them. She came run- 
ning to the Grate, with the perfeft Air of a Coquette^ 
difeovering a lovely white Hand, took hold ot mine, 
thro* the Irons, and, without farther Ceremony, 
accofted me, in Italian^ with a Come Jta Signore 
Inghlefe ? (How do you do Mr. Englijhman ? )\ 
thought my Habit might betray my Nation, and, 
therefore, without any Shew of Surprize at her 
Knowledge of that, began to talk with her, in the 
Language i thought her own •, tho* her Difeourfe 
favoured more of the Freedom of the Engli/hy with 
fomething of the Levky of the French Woman. I 
perceived fhe was young, and, by the Sample fhc 
liad given me of a foft whke Hand, imagined her 
beautiful. No Converfation was too gay, nor in- 
deed too libertine for her, when the Prieft, who 
fhe found an Opportunity of informing me was her 
Father-Confefibr, was out of Hearing. Judge how 
ftrong my Curiofity, as well as Inclination, muft 
he, to fee my little Charmer unveird, clpecially as 
fhe Teem’d to exprefs as great a Defire, of being 
better acquainted with me, as I could have. After 
about a (garter of an Hour, in which it is hard to 
fay, whether my Pleafure in her agreable Difeourfe, 
or Pain and Impatience at being debat’d from a 
nearer Knowledge of her Perfon, was the greater, 
tl\e ‘Prieft, whether upon any real Occafion, or out 
of Complaifance, faid he muft leave us for a Mo- 
ment, but would loon return ; tho’ I could have 
difpens’d with the latter Part of his Compliment. 
The two old Nuns retiring about the fame Time, 
I renew’d my Entreaty to lee my Fair One’s Face ; 
but yet in vain. She feem’d refolv’d not to gorge 
my Satisfaftion, but rather to torture my Imagina- 
tion, and ftretch my Impatience and Curiofity to 
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the utmoft : For jno fooner were we alone» than 
fhe not only chang’d her Language to Englijh^ but 
call’d me by my Name, nay, gave me to under- 
ftand fhe was perfeftly acquainted with my Family 
and Circumftances, and even with fome of the moft 
privateTranfaftionsof my Life. At length, after 
having rack’d my Thoughts al moft to a Delirium^ 
or a Perfuafion ot Ibnle Magick Charm, flie threv/ . 

up her Veil : But, good G d ! how inexpref- 

fiole was my Surprize I difeover’d, indeed, as I 
cxpc£ted,*a beautiiul Face ; but, at the fame Time, 
a Face I was pertcdly acquainted with ; a Perfon 
whole agreable Converlation I had frequently en- 
joy’d, with great Intimacy, and that at no great 
Diftance of Time. And now my Wonder was e- 
tjually great, hovv I could be fo dull of Apprehen- 
lion, not todiicover her Iboncr, either by her Voices 
or by comparing of Circumftances, and I could no 
Way account for ir^ but by a perfeft Perfuafion of 
her Death. 

By this Time, I begin to think your Curiofity 
rais’d almoft as high as mine was : You certainly 
want to know who this agreable Perfon could be : 
Am not 1 likewife acquainted with her ? Can 
my dear Friend have had any Intimacy with any 
ot the Fair-Sex he has not let me into ^ after 
the Opennefs with which I have always afted to- 
* wards him ? What Fate can have carried any 
“ Acquaintance of ours abroad, and that into a 
Nunnery too ? Or may it not be a Fable, an In- 
vention ot my Friends,to divert me in my Retire- 
merit ” ? Thefe, my Dear, are doubtlefs the 
Thoughts you are perplexing yourfelf with, and • 
this t!ie Gordian Knot you want to have untied, 
and you lliall have your Satisfaction. My Rela- 
tion is no Fable, no Invention to divert you i but 
the bare naked Truth. You do know this agre- 
able Creature, this, unhappy fair One i you have 

been 
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been perfeftly acquainted with her ; and happy 
in her charming Converfation as often as 1 have 
been. You fhall, likewife, know her Fate ; 
but firft, to keep you no longer in Sufpencc, let 
me tell you, (he is no other, than the individual,* 
adually living, tho* fupposM dead Daughter, of our 

Friend, Mr. Br- n of Canterbury ; the fame 

merry, witty, pratling little Gypfy (he ever was ; 
capable of warming the frozen Appetite of a fu- 
perannuated Hermit, or of raifing irregular Defires 
in the moft rigid Pretender to Sanftity and Morti- 
fication : The fame, who about three Years ago, 
left her Father’s Houfe privately, anc| retired to 
her Aunt’s, in Ireland^ from whence we had the 
formal Account of her Death, about fix Months 
afterwards. 

After having rallied me, in her ufual jaunting 
Way, upon the Subjeft of my Surprize, (lie told 
me, if I dare cruft myfelf in a Covey of fuch as 
herfelt ; would make a Shew of being of her Re- 
ligion, and perfonate a near Relation of hers, (lie 
would endeavour to procure me Admitance into 
the Convent : And (he had hardly made the Of- 
fer, when the Pried returning, we gave him a for- 
mal Account, of the pretended Proximity of our 
Blood, and by what Circumftances in our Difcourfe 
we had difcovcr’d it ^ and (he added her Entreaty 
to mine, that he would interceed '.vith the Mother- 
Abbefs, that her Coufm-German (for fo (he call’d 
me) might be allowed an Hour’s Converfation with 
her, within the Grate. The good-natur’d Father 
foon return’d, and introduced me to the Mother- 
Abbefs, who entertain’d me with a handfome Col- 
lation, and a long Story of the Behaviour of her 
dear Child, my Kinfwoman, who, fhe faid, was 
very good and dutiful, tho’ not fo perfcdlly wean’d 
from the World as (he could wifh, but hop’d that 
would come by Degrees. When, among other En- 
quiries, 
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quiries, the good old Lady afk’d whether I follow’d 
any Proteflion, my ^ondam-Co\jS\n anfwered for 
me, Fhyfick^ and that I was travelling for Expe- 
rience; and, I afterwards found, the cunning Hufley 
had her Views in it. Having, feen the Convent, 
and the Bell ringing for Vefpers, I took my Leave, 
with my Lady-Abbefs’s Pcrmiffion to vific my pret- 
ty Relation, the next Afternoon: But, it fecms, 
Ihe was refolvcd not to lofe my Company fo long; 
for the next Morning, before I had breakfafted, I 
was furpriz’d with a M^fiage from my Lady-Ab- 
befs, that my Kinfwoman had been taken fo ill in 
the Night as had put the whole Convent into Dif- 
order ; and that as I might be fjppofcd, as her 
Country-man and Relation, to be the beft Judge of 
her Conftitution, my Advice was defir’d. You will 
cafily imagine, I borrow’d the Wings of Cupidy to 
haften my Flight, and found my pretty Patient 
confined to her Cell and Bed, with the Father-Con- 
icffor at her Head, and the good Matron, with 
Tears in her Eyes, at her Feet : She had fo artfully 
put on the Countenance of a Perfon agonizing al- 
moft in the Pangs of Death, that I was myfelf at 
a Lofs, whether her Sicknefs was feign’d or real I 
But the ghoftly Father, after having finilh’d his Of- 
fice, being retir’d, leaving the Care of her Body to 
her affeftionate Kinfman, and the good Mother go- 
inglikewifeofficion.fly to fetch fomcthing (he thought 
wanting, we were no fooner alone, than puting on . 
an agfeable Simper, fhe, in a languifhing Tone, 
aik’d me if I could not guefs at her Diitemper ? 
Yes, my dear Charmer ( was my Anfwer, feizing 
with fome Eagcrnefs her Arm ) your Pulfe beats 
too high and too irregular to leave me any Doubt 
of that, and your Remedy is at Hand, almoft fmo- 
thering her, at the fame Time, with KifTes : 
Hold (replied fhe, puting me by) chi va piano ^ 
va fanb ( foft and fair ) the Mother- Abbefs will 

“ probably 
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probably foon return, pretend an Ignorance in 
the Terms of Art, of this Country, haften t6 
“ the Apothecary’s yourfelf, and fetch fome in- 
different Medicine ; at your Return, feign a Ne- 
ceflity of obferving the j£ffefts of it ; our jjreten- 
“ ded Confanguihity will remove all Scruple ; delire 
‘‘ fome good Book to pafs your Time with, while 
your Medicine may probably compofe me to 
Sleep, and then (added (he, preffmg me to her 
Arms, with an Ardour, that confirm’d my Judg- 
** ment of her Difeafe) the Day’s our own ”, I 
foUovved her Advice ; every Thing fucceeded to our 
Wilh •, I was left near three Hours with my beautiful 
Patient alone, and you may be fure we did not 
foend our Time, a confer des Fariboles (in telling 
otories.) Towards Noon, I told my Lady-Abbefs, 
the Medicine I had ufed operated very kindly ; had 
put my Patient into a breathing Sweat, and had 
laid her into a Kind of Dozing, which it would be 
proper to humour ; I would therefore retire, and 
return in the Afternoon to know the farther Effect 
of it. At my Return, the good Lady told me, 
her Daughter had fenfibly found the Effed: of my 
Skill 5 blefs’d the happy Chance that brought me 
thither, and thought it might not be amifs, if I ap- 
prov’d of it, to repeat the Dole. You will ima- 
gine, I was not long in refolving ; but added, that 
as violent Symptoms required violent Remedies, and 
the Virulence of the Difeafe was now in fome Mea- 
fure allay’d, I Ihould ufe them more fparingly ; • 
and bcfide, it. would be proper, to confuk the 
Strength and Inclination of the Patient. As no • 
Deficiency of either appeared in her, it was foon ' 
determined, and I had hereby the Opportunity of ' 
fpending the beft Part of the Evening with my 
lovely Coufin, till Reft feem’d to be ncceffary for 
us both; 

. G . . ^ 
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In the Intervals of her Paroxyfms, and of the 
Application of my Remedies, Ihe gave me the fol- 
lowing Account of her Adventures : You know 

(faid Ihe) my moft youthful Years were fpent 
in all the Gaiety the Place of my Habitation 
“ could afford, in which my too indulgent Parents 
fet no Bounds to my Inclinations. You are not 
unacquainted with my unhappy Adventure with' 

Sir 7— r — D , who, under the fpecious Pre- 

fence of Marriage, having robb’d me of the 
Jewel, I fhould have fet the greateft Value 
upon, notwithftanding his re-iterated Vows, 
‘‘ bafely abandon’d me, for one who, had nothing 
‘‘ but a greater Share of the Gifts of Fortune to 
“ recommend her to his pretended Affe6lion. That, 
‘‘ after I had once tafted the forbidden Fruit, my 
“ Inclination prompted me to indulge myfelf in 
‘‘ the Enjoyment of it, even beyond the Rules 
of Decency, and to the entire Ruin of my Re- 
putation, is to you no Secret. In fliort, the I^i- 
‘‘ berties ^took foon brought me into a Condition 
not long!, be conceal’d, and I liad been too ge- 
‘‘ neral a Lover, to know where to fix my Mif- 
fortune. It was then I took the defperate Re- 
folution of leaving my Father’s Houfe, and had 
«« the Courage to venture alone on fo long a Journy 
as to Liverpool, and from theqjie to Irela^id, to 
an Aunt I had, who was married there. To 
‘‘ her I open’d my Condition, and met with a fa- 
“ vourable Reception : Her Hufband had prevail’d 
upon her to abandon her Religion, and embrace 
the Roman Catholic, to which Ihe was fo much 
bigotted, thatfhe retted neither Day. nor Night, 
‘‘ ’till fhe had made a Convert of me; and having 
gain’d that Point, fhe was as affiduous in perfuad- 
“ ing me of the Happinefs of a reclufe Life. You 
‘‘ will eafily imagine, this no way fuited myTcmper; 
“ but the fatal Itch of Variety, which has always 

been 
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been prevalent in me, got the better of my In- 
clinarion, and Icopfented.. I was foon .eas*dof 
“the Burden I carried along with me, by an early 
“ fciujfe Couche^ (Mifcarriage) and the eager Defire 
I had of Icing foreign Countries, and foreign 
Faces, made me prefs my Departure for Brabant ^ 
which was pitch’d upon for my Retirement. I 
“ had, as well Ixom Liverpool as from Ireland^ ac- 
quainted my Parents with my Condition, and 
“ they apporv’d of my Departure j tho’ they blamed 
“ the Manner of itj prching my Return as foon 
‘‘ as Circumftances would admit : But my Aunt^ 
who was apprehenfive I might change my Refo- 
‘‘ liition, fpar’d no Pains to llrengthen it, during 
‘‘ the weak State I was reduced to, by the un- 
‘‘ timely Releafe from the Weight I bore, and 
‘‘ hurried me away, before I was well able to under- 
“ go the Fatigue of a Voyage. It was then I con- 
.lented to her writing the melancholy Account 
‘‘ fl^e gave of my pretended Death and Burial. As 
‘‘ I gather’d Strength, and had Time and Leifure 
“ to reflect on what I had inadvertently brought 
upon myfelf •, I began to repent of it: But alas! 
I was advanced too far to retreat, and w^as in 
‘‘ the Hands of a Tyrant-Mafter of a Ship, who 
was bound for Oftendy and would not fuffer me to 
‘‘ fpeak with one Soul, ’till he deliver’d me into the 
Convent he was order’d at BruJJels. No Pains were 
“ fpared to make the Time of my Probation eafy 
and agreable to me, and fuch Liberties were 
allowed to fonie of the Nuns, with whom I 
contraded a Familiarity, as might induce me 
to form a pleaCng Idea of that State of Life. 
“ Among thefe, was a young Italian Lady, from 
whom I learned the Language, which at firft 
“‘conceal’d me from your Knowledge. I foon 
“ found we were both in the lame State of Vir- 
“ ginity, and that Ihe had been oblig’d, by her 
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“ Friends, to fubmit to the Tonfure, as a Pen- 
nance for the Sins of her moft early Youth. 
‘‘ Parity of Circumftances, as ^ell as Temper, 
‘‘ foon united our Hearts, and we became as if 
“ were one Body and one Mind. The Liberties 
allowed me, and her for my fake, furnifii’d us 
with all the Opportunities we could wifo, to in- 
“ dulge ourfclvcs in all Manner of Plcafures, I had 
almofl faid Libertinifm ; and we found Means 
to enjoy feme, which I little expefted within 
‘‘ thofe facred Walls. My Probation being ex- 
“ pired, I made no Scruple of taking the Vow, 
‘f and the Habit, pleafing myfelf with theThoughts 
of entring into a Life perfedly confonant to my 
‘‘ Inclinations : But alas ! how foon did I find I was 
deluded *, and that the View I had of continuing 
the Plcafures I had ’till then enjoyed was vifio- 
‘‘ nary. My firlt Mortification was to find my Com- 
panion debat’d of thofe Freedoms I was indeed 
“ yet allow’d ^ but of which I was myfelf foon after, 
“ by Degrees, deprived. However, as no Severity 
could curb the natural Gaiety of my Temper, 
“ and the many Opportunities I found of indulge 
“ ing it in a Convent fo much frequented as crurs, 
“ at Icaft in Ibme Meafure, could not but give 
“ Offence, it was thought fit, at the Infligation, 
I fuppofe; of my Aunt, to remove me hither. 
I was' at 'firit inconfolable at the Change, but 
am fince pretty eafy tinder it. We live here 
“ not under the greateft Reftraint : Our Lady- 
‘‘ Abbefs, who, by the by, poffeffes more good 
‘‘ Nature than good Senfe, loves to live well, and 
has fufficient Means to.fupport it, of which fhe 
is very liberal to fuch of her Votaries as can 
creep into her particular Efteem,. which I have 
had the good Fortune tc\do. Wc live in pretty 
‘‘ good Harmony ; each or us has her Contidenr, 
and wc find no great Difficulty in impofing upon 
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die eafy Temper of our common Mother. 
“ Envy, and a Sournefs of Temper, in fome 
“ of her aged Nuns, do, indeed, put us to fome 
Trouble, to glofs over our little Irregularities;^ 
‘‘ but we who are Favourites, generally know 
“ how to turn their Complaints to their own Dif- 
advantage ; or, at worll, it is but facrificing 
“ fome of our Patronefs’s Benefadions to their 
Avarice.” 

Thus we pafs’d our Time, till Decency, as 
well as the Reafon already alledg’d, call’d me to 
depart : But, at my Return to my Quarters, my 
Pleafure was interrupted, by the Mortification of 
hearing, that my travelling Companion defign’d 
to depart the next Morning- However, as the 
next Place, he defign’d to make fome Stay at, 
was but at the Diftance of a fhort Day’s Journy, I 
refolv’d to fpend another Day with my lovely Nun, 
and to take Poft-horfes the next Night, to follow 
xny Friend.. My firft Attempt in the Pradice of 
Phyfic was fo fuccefsflil, that i found my Patient, 
the next Morning, up, and fiting on herBed-fide, 
at Breakflift, with her Father-Confefibr and Lady- 
AbbeF. Joy appear’d in every Countenance, ’till 
ihe Neceffity of my Departure that Evening, being 
made known, put a ludden Damp upon it, and 
more efpecially in the young Votary, fo vifibly, 
that I began to fear flie would, by over-ading her 
Part, betray the Secret, or fall Sick in earneft. The 
good old Lady lamented the Want oi fo able a 
Phyfician in that City, and exprefs’d a Surprife at 
the t^fficacy of my Preicription, of which 1 fear’d flie 
would have begg’d a Copy : But (he foon dilpel’d 
my Apprehenfions, by giving me an Account what 
a Iweet Night’s Reft my Couiin had enjoy’d, and 
tliat the Sifter who fat up with her had obferv’d her 
frequently to fmile in her Sleep,j-«€ if Ibme pleafing 
Dreams had footh’d her Imagination, all which flic 
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^•ndly attributed’ to the EfFe<5ls of my Arcana. I 
could have accounted for this in a more fceiing Man- 
ner \ but I chofe to wave the Difcourfe, by laying, 
it was the natural Effeft of the Gaiety of her Tem- 
per, upon the Removal of the moibific Quality, 
which had made her fo reftiefs the Night be- 
fore. I chanced to have, in my Trunk, fome 
Phials of Sal volatile oleofum SylvU \ I had the Day 
before adminifterM fome Drops of it, to carry on 
the Farce, and now recommended a Couple of Bot- 
tles of it as a fovereign Panacea^ which would cer- 
tainly reftore my fair Patient to a perfed: State of 
Health, if continued a few Days longer, and flie 
might be indulg’d to keep her Chamber, during 
the Ufe of it. By this Means, I fecured the Enjoy « 
ment of her Company ’till the Moment of my De- 
parture, and we fpent the Day in the fame agreable 
Manner we had done the preceding one. I was 
even allow’d to dine in her CeH, and as fhe had 
chofen her Confident for her Attendant, I found a 
Wink commanded her Abfence whenever we were 
defiroLis of being alone, and fhe was very vigilant 
to give us timely Notice of the Approach of any 
one who otherwife might have furprized us. ,I 
found, in our Difcourfe of this Day, that my little 
Charmer, as fatisfied as Ihe was with a Monadic 
Life, would gladly have quitted it, to accompany 
me in my Travels, in any Difguife and could an 
Expedient have been thought on for her Efcape, I 
believe I fhould have found it difficult to have left 
her behind me. She propos’d feveral, but as they 
all appeared imprafticable, fhe was at length fatis- 
fied with my leaving Direftions with her, how fhe 
might follow me, it a more favourable Opportu- 
nity fhould offer. I fhall not trouble you wdth an 
Account of our melancholy parting, nor divert you 
from the pleafing Refledtions this Relation of my . 
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Adv'enture may give you, by telling you how fenfi- 
bly it atfefted, not only both of us, but the Lady- 
Abbefs, and the Dominican^ who both lamented 
the Lofs of fo able and fuccefsful a Phyfidan, I 
am, 



Letter III. 


S I Rf Paderborn; 

Finished my laft with the Conclufion 
of my Adventure with a beautiful Nun at 
Munfier^ formerly our Acquaintance in 
England. I no fooner return’d to my 
Lodgings, than, having finilh’d that Let- 
ter, which I had begun and continued at Intervals, 
I order’d Poft-horfes to be provided, and, riding all 
Night, overtook my Travelling Companion, the 
next Morning, at a Place call’d feven Ger- 
man Miles from Munfier^ South ; remarkable only 
for being as poor, as we can imagine a large Place to 
be without Trade, and. cumber’d with feveral Mo- 
nafteries, whofe Inhabitants, like Nefts of Rats, 
in the Walls and Rafters of a Granary, are conti- 
nually preying on whatever is within their Reach. 
This City is fo ancient, that it was noted in the 
Days of CharlemaigHy and is now very large, being 
divided into fourteen Parifhes, and having as many 
Gates ; but is in fo ruinous a Condition, that very 
few of the Streets are paved. It was formerly a 
free Imperial City, but, at different Times, under- 
went various Changes, and is now fubjedl: to the 
'King of Pruffia^ as Earl of March. When it was 
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taken and plunder’d, in the Year 1622, by Chrif- 
tian^ Duke of Brunfwick^ among other Booty, he is 
jaid to have carried away the twelve Apoltles, in 
ma(Ty Silver. Its prefent Poverty is afcribM, jn- 
deed, to its different Fate and Sufferings in V/ar, an^ 
by Fire ; but it is, perhaps, more owing 10 its being 
made a Prey to the Roman Catholic Priefts, who arc 
Mafters of the Cathedral, and of eleven of the other 
Parifh-Churches, and have like wife feveral Monaf- 
teries, and, in particular, a famous Nunnery, call’d 
Paradife. There are, however, among the Inha- 
bitants, a pretty large.number of Lutherans^ who 
poffefs two of the Parifh Churches, and a Nunnery 
of that Perfuafion They pretend here to an 
ancient Body of Laws, call’d Jus Sofatenfe,,yj\-\\chy 
tho* not mention’d by many 'ancient Writers, is 
generally allow’d to have been the Foundation of 
that ancient Body of Laws, now call’d the Jus Lu~ 
tecenfcy after having received confiderable Improve- 
ments from the Saxon Laws, and from thofe of 
fVisbuy, 

My Companion and I, having fpent the After- 
noon in vifiting the Churches and Cloifters, where 
Plenty appeared as barefaced as . Poverty in the 
Town, when we return’d to our Lodgings, and 
afk’d for our Beds, were direfted to an Opening in 
the WalJ, which we mounted, with the Help of a 
Chair, and a high Trunk, and found a Place over 
the Entry into the Houle *, capacious enough for 
us all three to ftretch ourfelves out, but hardly 
high enough to lit upright. In this Cabbin, they 
had laid a good foft Feather-bed (as they gene- 


* Thefe Lutheran Nunneries are a Sort of free Boarding 
Schools, rais'd upon the ancient Eilablilhments, where young 
Ladies, generally of the beft Families, are' educated, and Tome 
fpend their Lives in them, but take neither the Vow nor Habit, 
nor are they tied down to many Rules. 
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raJly all are in this Country, where they have any } 
on the bare Boards, and another of the fame Kind 
CO cover us, if we had been inclin’d to creep in 
between them *, but both in greafy, filthy Ticking, 
and without either Sheet, Blanket or ^ilt ; wc 
therefore thought it advifable to lye upon both, and 
cover ourfelves with our Cloaks. 

We did not meet with any Thing, in this Place, 
caj)able. of tempting us to ftay any longer here, 
than my Companion’s Bufinefs oblig’d him to ; fo 
wc departed the next Morning for Lipfladt^ where 
we arriv’d early the fame Afternoon. As my Comr 
panion propos’d to continue our Journy the next 
Morning for Paderborn^ which is but three German 
Miles from Lipjladt^ Weftward, I had not much 
Time to look about me, nor could I learn, that 
there was any Thing very remarkable to be feen, 

I found, at approaching it, that this is a Place 
of great Strength, partly by Art, but more by Na- 
ture, being fituated on the River Lippe^ in the Midfl 
of unpalTable MoraflTes ; and I was told there, that 
it is efteem’d one of the ftrongett Places in IVeJl- 
phalia. The Town is large, and has the Appea- 
rance of being one of the Habitations of Poverty, 
iho’ not under the Oppreflion of the Roman Catho- 
lics : It is very ancient, faid to be built fo early 
as 1150, was formerly in the Hanfealick 
and once a free Imperial City ; till, in Length of 
Time, it fell under the Jurifdiction of the Counts 
of Lippe^ and became their Refidence, as it was the^. 
Capital of the County of that Name In 1366, 
Count Simon pawn’d it to Engelbert y Count of tiu 


* There are two Sorts of Counts in Germany ; one who may 
be called titulary, and poflefs no Sovereignties ; and the other, 
who are called Rektjs Grafen ( or Counts of the Empire ) who 
are Sovereigns; and have Seffion and Vote in the Diet. 

Mank^ 
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March, for 8000 Marks of Silver and 
never after redeemed, it tell, with the Duchy ot 
Cleve^ to the Houfc of Brandenburgs in wliofe 
Poffenion it yet remains f. In the thirty Years 
War, on Account of Religion, in Germany^ it was 
taken four Times, viz. in 1621 by the Spaniards ^ 
in 1622 by Duke Chriftian of Brunfwicky in 1623 
by the ImperialiJlSs and in 1633 by the HeJJianSs 
who reltored it to Frederick li^iUiams Ele6lor of 
Brandenburgs after the Treaty of Wejiphalia.^ In 
1656 it was almoft wholly burnt by Lightning; 
and in 1679 it w^as put into the Hands of the 
French, as a Security, for a fhort Time : Since 
when the new Fortifications feem to have been 
added. 

In our Way to Paderboriis and within a German 
Mile of that City, we met with a mix’d Multitude, 
which put me in Mind ot ButlePs Defeription of 
a Rabble going to a Bear-baiting, in Hudibras: 

^e numerous Rabble was drawn out 

Of fever al Countries round about, 

■ From Villages remote and Shires, 

• Of Eafl and IVefiern Hemtfpheres ; 

From foreign Parijhes and Regions, 

'■ Of different Manners, Speech, Religions, &c. 

For fo they feem’d to me to be, a confus’d pro- 
mifeuous Rabble of Men, Women and Children: 
But inftead of being headed by Hudibras^s Crow- 
dsro, they were led by feveral Priefts, and inftead 
of Staves and Clubs, every one carried a lighted 

* A Mark of Silver, in Germany^ is half a Pound Weight. 

-f- Here our Author has been mifmform’d ; for in 1445* 
Duke John of Clevey Count of the March, came to an Agree- 
ment with the Houfe of Lippe, to remit them the Loan, and 
reflore one half of the City, upon their quitting all Pretenfions 
tor cytv to the other half. 

Wax- 
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.Wax-Taper, of different Sizes •, tho* the Sun (hone, 
at the fame Time, fo bright, that it almoft extin ' 
guifh’d their Flames. The Priefts likewife were 
equipp’d : 

IVith CroJJes^ Relicks^ Crucifixes^ 

Beads, Figures, Rofaries and Fixes, Hud. 

Upon Enquiry, I found, by my Companion, 
it was what our Saxon Anceftors call’d 2 l Bead-faring, 
or going out to pray to fome noted Saint, or fiievv 
their Reverence to fome Holy Relick. “ The 
Germans (continued my Friend) call it a 
‘‘ fahrung, or going into the Woods, becaule the 
Images or facred Relicks they vifit^ are fre- 
‘‘ quently placed in Woods or Groves, in little 
Chapels, which are feldom or never open’d, 
but for this Purpofe. The Inhabitants of whole 
“ Villages, and evenTowns and Diftridls, aflcmble, 
‘‘ and go out together, on thefe Occafions, in their 
“ Holiday-CIoachs, each carrying a lighted Taper, 
“ of different Sizes, in proportion to their Cir- 
“ cumftances with their Priefts marching at 
the Head of them. Thefe we fee before us, 
‘‘ whom I have formerly met hereabouts, at this 
‘‘ Time of the Year, are the Inhabitants of a 
‘‘ litle Town near Faderborn, call’d Lippfpring f, 

* This, among innumerable others, is one of the Tricks of 
the Popijh Priefts to gull the credulous Vulgar, and enrich them- 
felves with the Spoils of the Poor, not only by their Offerings, 
but by obliging them to purchafe confecrated Tapers of them, 
at an extravagant Price ; and I myfelf have heard the Priefts, 
in feveral Parts of Germany, denouncing their Curies, from the 
Pulpit, on thofe who, out of Avarice, fhould not exert themfelves, 
in buying the largeft Tapers they could afford. 

f This Town, now of little Note, is however famous, not 
only for being the Place where Charlemaign oblig’d the Saxons 
to embrace the Chriftian Religion, but where he held three 
confiderable Councils. 

(or 


i 


iS The German Spy. 

(or the Source of the Lippe^ which has its Rife 
there ) j and, by their Number, are without 
Doubt accompanied by many of the Inhabitants 
of Paderborn, They are going to vific the 
Chapel of a famous Saint, call’d LiboriuSy 
who was wont to rcfort daily to an adjacent 
Wood, to perform his Devotion, where fome 
of his Relicks are yet preferv’d. As thefe rhix’d 
Multitudes of both Sexes, and all Ages, are gene- 
rally two or three Days on thefe Proceflions, and 
‘‘ frequently ly promifcuoufly in the Woods, qr 
at beft in Barns or (Cottages, it is very common 
‘‘ for them, amidft the Fervency of their Devq- 
tions, to contraft fuch Alliances, that thofe who 
“ go out as Maidens one Year, go out, the next, 
as Mothers, with Children at their Breads ; of 
which it is fiirewdly fufpefted, their fpiritual 
Fathers are often become temporal or natural 
‘‘ ones. 

At our Entrance into this City of Paderbor^y 
we met a Proceffion of the Hoft, carrying pro- 
bably to lome fick Perfon •, upon which I was pre- 
paring to get out of the Chaife, and pay the feerp- 
ing Devotion to it, which I had been formerly 
often obliged to do in other Parts of Germany : 
And had once, at Colognj met with a very rough 
Salute, from the But-end of a Mufket, for not being 
ready enough in complying : But I was (lopp’d by 
iny Companion, v/ho told me, that in thefe Parts 
of Germany^ where the Proteftant^ afe fo inter- 
mix’d with the Catholicsy the latter abated very 
much of their Superftition, in the Eye of the 
World, and it would be fufficient to (land up 
uncovered. I was not a little glad of this Ad- 
monition \ not that I think there is fo much in 
kneeling on fuch an Occafion •, an ejaculative 
Prayer, to the A l m i c h t y, can never be amifs, 
and an humble Entreaty -to preferve us, by his 
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Grace, from fuch blind Superftition, at no Time 
more proper *, but it happen’d to be in a filthy 
dirty Place, where kneeling would not have been 
very agreable. 

The City of Paderborn is the Capital of a Bi- 
Ihopric of that Name, under the Archbifhop of 
Meniz^ fituate near the River Ltppe ; but has its 
Name from the Pader (a little River which has it 
Rife juft under the high Altar of its Cathedral) 
arid Borny a Spring or Fountain. In the Time 
of Charlemaigtiy it was a large Village, and was 
commonly honour’d with the Refidence of that 
Emperor, when he vifited this Part of ancient 
Saxony. In the Year 777, that Prince held a ge- 
neral Convention of the Franks and Saxons at 
this Place, whither three Kings of the Saracens re- 
forted from Spain^ and a great Number of Saxons and 
Wcftphaliansy were baptized. About the fame Time, 
he built a Church there, and call’d it St. Salvator ; 
blit it was afterwards deftroyed by the Saxons. In 
780, Charlemaxgn propos’d to ereft a Bifhop’s See 
here ; but the Place not being then fortified, nor 
the Saxons totally fubdued, it was placed at the 
Fortrefsof Herijlelly five German Miles from Pader- 
born, where it remain’d ’till 795, when IVittekind^ 
the Great, Duke of the Saxons.^ having been bap- 
tiz’d, and the Church being rebuilt, it was tranf- 
ferr’d thither. Pope Leo III, coming himfelf to 
this Place in 799, confirm’d this Bifhopric, and 
confecrated the Altar in Honour to St. 5 /c/^/?c«,whofe 
Relicks he had brought with him from Ro 7 ne^ 
and depofited here. Emperor Otto II, is faid to 
have otrer’d at this Altar a Crofs of Gold, of the 
Value of 60,000 Guilders ^ ; But in 999 the 
Cathedral, together with the Library, Privileges, 

{*) A Guilder in this Part of Germafty, is a French half 
Crown, which are as current as in France, and indeed the only 
good Mony they have. 
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and indeed, the beft Part of the City, was de- 
ftroyed by Fire* However, the Year following,- 
Emperor Otto III, renew’d the Privileges of this * 
City, which has given Occafion to fomc Writers 
to call it yet a free Imperial City •, tho’ without 
Grounds ; at leaft, at this Time, it is not included 
in the Matricula Imperii^ but is fubjedl to the Bi- 
fhop of this Name. It was likewife formerly in 
the Hanfeatick League. In 1002, Emperor II, 
caufed his Emprefs Cunegunda to be crown’d in 
this City. Meinwercus^ the tenth Bifhop of Pa- 
derhorn^ who liv’d in the Begining of the eleventh 
Century, firft furrounded tuis City with Walls^ 
Befides what I have already mentioned, this City 
has had the Misfortune, four feveral Times, to be 
aimoft wholly deftroy’d by Fire, viz. in 1058, in 
1133, in 1165, and in 134c. In 1530, the In- 
habitants atten^pted to introduce the Lutheran Re- 
ligion, and procur’d the Afliftance of three Luthe- 
ran Divines, but in vain ; and feveral fuffer’d on 
that Account. In 1 604, "Theodoricy the 44th Bifiiop 
of Paderbern, with the Afliftance of JohHy Earl of 
Eaft-Frifeland, oblig’d the Inhabitants to deliver 
the City into his Hands, by Agreement : But 
having inferred fome Articles, which had not 
been llipulated, when it came to be read, at the 
Town-houfc, the Burgher-mafter, Ltbertus Wi- 
chard tore it- whereupon a Tumult immediately 
enfued. The Inhabitants depended on the Af- 
fiftance of Landgrave Morice of Hejfe Cajfely who, 
indeed, came with a fufficient Body of Troops, 
but too late, Earl John having been before-hand 
with him, and taken PoflTefTion ; upon which the 
Ring-leaders of the oppofue Party being taken 
up, the Burghcr-maffer was quarter’d, feveral of • 
his Adherents put to Death, and others fin’d j the 
City divefted of all itsFfanchifes^ and the Form of 
Government alter’d. And, in 1615, this fame Bi- 
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(hop founded a Univerfity here. In 1622, Duke 
Chrijlian of Brunfwick^ Bifhop of Halberfladt^ pof- 
fefs’d himfelf of the beft Part of this Bifhopric, 
and made a confiderablc Booty in this Cit>\ efpe- 
cially of the Gold and Silver Images of Saints, 
•mong which, that in Gold of St-Liboriits^ weigh’d 
eighty Pounds, all which he had the Grace to put 
into a new Form, by recommending them to the 
Care of the Matter of his Mint. In 1633, it 
was taken by Landgrave William of but 

deliver’d up to the Emperor, in 1636. In 1646, it 
iurrender’d,on Diferetion, to the Swedes and Hejfmns^ 
under the Command of the General Field-Mar- 
fhal, Charles Gujlavus Wrangel \ but towards the 
Conclufion of the fame Year, when the Heffians 
began to fortify it, they were drove out of it by 
Francis JVilliam^ Bifhop of Ofnahrug ; after which 
enfued the treaty of Wejlphalia, The prefent Bi- 
fhop is Prince Clefnent Augufius of Bavaria, who, 
as I have faid above, was elefted in 1719, and is 
a Prince of the Empire, as Bifhop of Paderborn. The 
Chapter confitts of twenty-four Canons, whofc Quali- 
fications confift in being paft the Age of twenty -one, 
having ftudied in fome Univcrfity of France or Italy, 
and proving their Nobility for fixteen Generations 
*, The Bifhops have their Refidence at an ancient 
Palace, call’d Neuhaufz, two German Miles from 
thence, built in 1590, by Hbcodoric, of Fu 7 'Jlen- 
burg ; which I was to fee, but found nothing there’ 
worthy of Remark. 

The City of Paderborn is now handfomely built, 
and fome of the Churches magnificent. As you (*) 

(*) In this Bilhopric, is the fomous Field of Battle, where 
^intilius Varus y with the Roman Army under his Command, 
was louted by the ancient Germans, under the Command of 
Arminiusy and the latter thereby freed from the Roman Yoke. 
See my Tranflation of Dr, Mafeon s Hifiory of the Ancient Ger- 
mans. Vol. I. p. 94. 
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have yourfelf travell’d in Roman Catholic Countries, 
and are acquainted with the Manner of adofning 
their Churches, as well as their ridiculous Ceremo- 
nies, I fliall not detain you with a Relation of them \ 
but, inftead thereof, give you an Account of a di- 
verting^ or rather fhocking Sight, I met with in one' 
of the Churches of this Place. . It being, as I have 
faid before, Lent^ and my travelling Companion be- 
ing oblig’d to flay here fome Days, my firft Thought,* ' 
after I came to our Lodgings, was how to get a 
Licenfe to eat meat. My Landlord carried me, 
for that End, to the Curate of his Parifh, who, 
after fome Expoftulation with me, on the Neceflity 
of it, on Account of my pretended ill State of 
Health, told me, he would gratify me in it for a 
Week *, but that he was obliged to enjoin me a fmall 
Pennance for it, which, however, he would Jikewile 
remit me, upon my buying, of a Print-fellef who 
liad his Stall in the Porch of his Churchy ' fur Im- 
prefTions or Prints of the Virgin Marfs Fpot^ the 
exaft Dimenfions of which he had obtain’d by a 
very great Miracle, and had caufed it to be engraved 
at Ins own Charge. As the whole Expence was but 
a Guilder^ I readily complied, and had a Permiflion 
accordingly. But while I was purchafing thofe 
Prints, I obferv’d upon the Stall, among other fa-* 
cred Trumpery, a Box containing a large Number 
of Heads, Legs, Arms, and, in fhort, of every 
Member of a human Body (not excepting the Pu-, 
denda of both Sexes) handfomely reprefented in^ 
yellow and white Wax, the largelt not above the 
Length of a little Finger. As I was mightily 
pleas’d with the Beauty of thefe religious Nick- 
' nacks, I was as curious to know the Virtue or Ufc 
of them. My Landlord, who, I found, was out 
" of Danger of dying a Martyr to his Religion, told 
me, if I would ftep into the Church he would fliew 
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Re. He thereupon led me to a hand fom Altar, on 
v/hich was an Image ot the Virgin Alary ^ adorn’d 
vith rhefe pretty Tririkcts from Head to Foot ; 
and cold me this linage had tlie Virtue of heal- 
ingall Manner of Ailments in thole who, with 
a fteady Faith, addrefs’d themfelv'cs to it for 
nine lucceMive Mornings •, and that, if at any 
Time it failed, the Fault was in the Patient’s 
‘‘ Unbelief, but by no Means in the Phyfician. 
“ Now (continued hej it is cuflornary tor thofe 
who receive any Favours from this miraculous 
“ Image, to buy the Reprefentation of the Limb, 
‘‘ in which the Complaint lay, and having N.B. 
“ firft caufeci it to be.blels’d and fprinkled with 
Holy Water, by a Prielf, to offer it, in Grati- 
tude, or as a Memorial of th.c Benefit, at‘ the 
‘‘ Altar from whence it came ; lor which, as w-eil 
“ as for confecrating of if, certain F'ces or Dues 
“ are demanded.: And fo infatiable are thefc ho- 
“ ]y Men of Gain, that they even appropriate to 
“ themfclves the Profits arifing tronn the Sale of 
“ this facred Frippery, allow'ing their Fadors only 
a certain Proportion of it I hud the Curi- 
oficy to buy as much of this Commodity as, be- 


* I have myfelf feea fomething of Nature in die Cathe- 
dral of Mentz. ; But whether there w'cre an)' of thofe Farts 
which our Author hints at in his Parenthejis, 1 chul*;?: fo pofitive- 
ly affirm: But thb 1 have been afiured, by Perfons of i \'nb- 
ted Credit ; that at a certain Nunnery wichin the Circle of 
phalia, there is a Well, of which it is affirm’d, that it has the 
Power, on only one Day in the Year, of curing all manner of 
Ailments, but more particularly a certain fafhionable Difeafe, 
by Sympathy ; if the Reprefentatives of the Parts affected be 
immerged, that Day, into this holy Weil, by tlie Hands of one 
of the Nuns. However, as this is a Point too tender to be han- 
dled, with any Safety, by the junior Nuns ; ] prefume, this facred 
Myllery is only manag’d by the Lady-Abbefs, or fome of the 
fenior Sifters. 
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ins; fct together, would have made me a pretty^ 
naked Figure of each Sex : _ But when 1 came tb 
review them at Home, I found I was bit of my 
Mony, and that they were fit for nothing but the 
Ufc they were 'defigned for, being neither pair’d 
nor march’d, and withal as hollow as the Hearts 
of tliofe by whom they were created for this holy" 
Ufe. I am, with great Truth, £j?f. 



Letter IV. 


S I Ry OsNABRUCJ 

ROM Paclerlanty my Companion fent a^ 
way his Book keeper, theneareft Road to 
Leipzicky by the Way of Caffely which he 
told me, he could ride Poft in a Night or 
a Day *, I refolv’d, therefore, to accom- 
pany him thither, and return before the Time fix’d 
foi our Departure. Accordingly, it being Moon- 
light, we departed in the Evening, that I might 
have the whole next Day to fpend in Caffily and 
enme buck% the dime Way, the Night following*, 
Vvc arrived at Caffel aboi*r Eight the next Morn- 
ing, and, having . refrefh’d ourfelves, at an Inn, 
fpent the Remainder of the Day in viewing the 
Place. 

is the Refidence of the Landgraves of 
HeJfe-CaJJely which is not only the eldeft Line, but 
by lar the moft confiderable and powerful, of the- 
Houfc of Hejfe, and is diftinguifli’d by the Name 
of this City. Some pretend to derive the Name 
of this Place from an ancient German People, cak’d 

Cafuarii j 
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CafuaHt \ Others- will have it, that it was the Ste- 
rrcntium of Ptolemy \ but Cluverius and Bertius 
plainly fliew it was, among the ancient Germans^ 
call’d Cajlellum Cattorum. About the Year 1008, 
there were yet, in this Place, the Remains of an 
ancient Cattle, with only a Farm. adjoining to it : 
And about the Year 1 1 52, Henry Rafpo renewed the 
ancient Caftle, and began.to build a Town near it; 
on which Occafion, Wolff Anger ^xhtxx a Town near 
this Place, began by Degrees to decay, .and being 
afterwards almoft wholly deftroy’d by Fire, is now 
become a Village : But Caffely by the particular 
Favour of its Landgraves^ yearly encreas’d in Houfes 
and Riches. Philip the Magnanimous ^ firft en- 
compafs’d the Caftle, in 1523, and the City in 
1526, with Walls, and tho’, upon his being made 
a Prifoner by the Emperor, they were demolifli’d 
by the Spaniardsy and the Cannon carried away, 
they were rebuilt by him, after his Releafe, and 
ftrengthened with Bulwarks, and other Fortifica- 
tions, by his Son William^ which were greatly en- 
creas’d and compleated by the prefent Landgrave 
Charles *. The River Fulda divides this Ciiy into 
two Parts, the old and new Town, of which the 
former is not only the largeft, and by far the beft 
built, but contains ’the Palace of the Landgraves^ a 
magnificent Building, fituate on the River, and 
fortified. The prefent Landgrave has likewife built 
another new Town, at his own Expence, all mo- 
dern brick Houfes, which, being chiefly- inhabited 
by French Refugeesy who have likewife their Church 
here, is call’d the French Town. This City, and 
the Neighbourhood of it, afford more Curiofities 
than I had Time to vifit ; I therefore confin’d my 


He is fmee dead, and is fucceeded by his eldeft Son, the 
prefent King of Snveden. 
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fdf chiefly to the Palace; and other public Biiir- 
dings/ What pleas’d me mofl: in the Palace wnc 
a Volary ior Phcaflints only, the mofl beautiful 
Building of the Kind I ever law, containing a vaft 
Number of tbefc Birds, of the inoft beautiful Kinds 
and Colours ; the Library is likewife magnificent, 
and very well worth feing, as are alfo the Aftronomi- 
cal Obfervatory and the Anatomical Chamber, with 
fevcral Appartments adjoining, in which area great 
Number of curious Mathematical, Optical, Mecha- 
nical, and otlicr Inftruments and Rarities. The Ma- 
' chine and Model-Houfes, in the latter of which arc 
preferv’d the Models of all the Palaces, and public 
Buildings, erected by the Princes of this Houle, 
gave me great Sati.^fadtion, nor were the Arfenal 
and Stables lefs worthy my Obfervation : But Time 
would not allow me to take fuch Notice of thtle 
Things as would have been necefTary in Order to 
give you a Defeription of them. Let it therefore 
luffice, that I found every Thing far exceed what 
could be expefted at the Court and Rcfidence of a 
Prince of the Rank of a Landgrave^ and whofe 
mountainous and barren Country, at leafl that Part 
of it I faw, does not feem to promife a Revenue 
anfwcrable to it +. I regreted in nothing more 
the Want of Time, than that it deprived me of a 
Sight of th.e famous Water-works of IVeiJfenJtein^ 
a pleafure-houle belonging to the Landgrave^ at the 
Tup of a high Hill, about lull' a German Mile 


’(' The Germans have a Saying, Hohe Berge uud faucr IVein^ 
der.Teujgel mochte in Hejftn Jeyn, (High Kills, and fourWine, the 
Devil may live in Hejfen.') The Landgra^je of Hejfe-Caffel is, 
however, the moft powerful Prince in Germany und-r the Digni- 
ty of an Eleflor^ which is probably in a great Meafure owing to 
his Country (his Sabje£ls being Brotefiants) not being overrun by 
a worthiefs Crew of Priefts, whf breath Poverty and abje£l Sla- 
very, where-ever they are fuffer’d to rear their Heads. 

from 
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from Caffel^ wherj there is Tiii to be the fineft 
Cafcade in Eurore. 

J j- 

Being return’d from Cajfd to Paderhorn, and 
iny Friend having finifh’d his Concerns there, v/e 
prepar’d not to lit forward, bur rather rdmoft to 
turn back again, to come to this Place : For, as 
I told you in my firft Letter, we were fo far Irom 
takino; the readidt Road h'om AuTderdam to Bre- 
men, that we crofs’d the Country backwards and 
lorwards, from Place to Place, as his Bufinefs di- 
refted him. In our Way hidicr, v/e pafs’d thro’ 
two pretty large Towns or Cities, Bielfeldt and Her- 
voden^ remarkable only lor h.aving pretty (^onfide- 
rable Manulactures ol Linen. Bidfddt is in the 
County of Ravensherg^ about feven German Miles 
f oin Ofnabrug^ and was formerly one of the Hanfe- 
Towuis : But it retains little of its ancient Gran- 
deur, except the (Irong Caftle of Sparrenberg, which 
is without the City, on a Hill. We came into 
the Neighbourhood of Bielfeldt hue at Night, when, 
on a fudden, we were furprized with a mofl: hideous 
Howl, which I could compare to nothing but that 
of Lions, Bears and Tigers, in tlie uninhabited 
Woods of Africa, was natural for me to af!c, 
whether this. Country afiorded any of thofe vora- 
cious Animals i but ipy Companion afluring me 
of the contrary, we were the more furpriz’d, ’till 
coining to- the Gate of the Town, we v/ere rold, it 
was nothing bur a Parcel of roguilh Boys, who 
watched tiie Bleaches on the adjacent Hills, and up- 
on the Approach of Travellers, in the Nighc-time, 
had accultom’d themfelves to this frightful Howl, 
which run like Wild-fire, from Hill to Hill. Her- 
voden^ or Her^jorden, which is two German Miles 
from Bielfeldt, five from Ofnabrug, and the fame 
Diftance from Minden^ is likewile in the County of 
Ravensberg^ and fince 1647, fubjedl to the King of 
Rruffia^ It is a pretty large Place, and divided 
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into three Parts, calPd the Old Town, the Nevif 
Town, and Radewicb^ by the Rivers Elfa^ Aay 
and IVerne. It is chiefly noted in Hiftory, for a 
famous Nunnery, the Abbefs of which is a Princefs 
of the Empire^ and formerly held this. City in Sub- 
jeflion, *till Ann^ Countefs of Lmhirgy and Abbeft 
of this Nunnery, gave up the City to William 
Duke of JulierSy in the Year 1547. The Eltate 
belonging to it was formerly a County, and after- 
wards converted to the Ufe of a Monaftery of 
Friars, in the Year 790 ; but how long it has been 
a Nunnery is not recorded. As well the Abbefs, 
:;is the Nuns, are now Lutberany and have confide- 
rabie Eftates in the Neighbourhood of this City, as 
Jikewife another Lutherckn Nunnery, on a Hill, near 
the Town, which was founded in the Year iioi, 
and is under the immediate Diredion of a Deaco- 
nefs, but otherwife fubjed to the Abbefs of Herr 
'voden. We (laid only Part of a Day and a 
Night in Bielfeldty and only a Night in Hervodefjy 
fo that if there had been any Thing worth my fe- 
ing, as I could not find there was, 1 lEould have 
wanted Time. 

OsNABRUG is the Capital of a Rifliopric of 
the fame Name, under the Archbifhop of Cologny 
founded by Cbarlema\gny in the Year 776, he ha- 
ying four Years before, erefted a Church for the 
Converfion of the Saxons he had conquer’d, and de- 
dicated it to Sc. Petery and the holy Martyrs CriJ^ 
pin and Crifpinian. It was formerly Imperial^ and 
one of Hanfe ; but is now fubjed to its own Bifhop. 
It is but eight German Miles from Munjtery by 
which you will conceive what a Tour I have taken. 
9 ome pretend this City was built by Julius Ccefar ; 
but others, with a greater Shew of Rcafbn, fay it was 
founded by Herman y an Earl of Engar, Opinions 
differ as much with Regard to the Derivation of the 
Name, wdfich ibme will have to be from the' Hafe 

or 
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'Hofay on which it is fcatcd, and Burg a Caftlc ; 
Ochers from Ojjen or Ochfcn ''Oxen) and Brug or 
Brucke (a Bridge) from foine Bridge which was a 
common Paflage for Catcle. I his City former]/ 
enjoy’d great Privileges* which were bellow’d up- 
on it by different Emperors ; but lofl: them in tlie 
Begining of the i6th Century, when fcveral Mem- 
bers of the Chapter, having opprefs’d the Inhabi- 
tants, they rais’d ah Infurrcdion againft their 49th 
Bifhop, ^ick II, of the Houfe of Brunfwicky who 
thereupon impos’d a great Fine upon them, which, 
however, was at length reduc’d to 6,000 Guilders 
.of Gold In 1525, he reduced the City to the 
Obedience of the Bifhop’s See, under which it has 
ever fince remain’d. After this the Citadel of Pe^ 
fer^biirgy adjoining to it, was added, for the Secu- 
rity of the Bifhops, and their ufual Refidence. Er- 
nejlus AugujiuSy Duke, and firfl Elector of Brunf- 
wick-Lunebii 7 g , the 59th in the Succefiion of their 
Bilhops, brought it entirely under their Yoke. Un- 
der Francisy Earl of TValdecky their 50ch Bifhop, 
the Reformation firft took footing in this City, and 
the Lutheran .Religion was publicly tolerated : 
And Henry III, Duke of Saxe-Lauenburgy Arch- 
bilhop of Bremen^ and Bifhop of Paderboniy the 2d 
in Succeffion afier him, himfelf embrac’d the Doc- 
trine of Luther. In 1634, Gtijlavus Gujlavfo/ty .na- 
tural Son of Gujlavus AdolphuSy King of Szaedeny 
was made the 58th Bifl-iop, by the Intrigues of his 
Sifter, Queen Chrijlinay in Prejudice to Francis Wil- 
Uaniy Earl of fVartenbergy his Predece(f")r, and, up- 
on his Refignation, at the Conclufion of the famous 
Treaty, at this Place, in 1648, his Succeffor. By 
this Treaty, it was, among other Things, ftipu- 
lated, that, after the Deceafe of Francis Williarny a 

* A Guilder of Gold is not an imaginary, but a real Gold- 
Coin, of about 7 s. Sterling in V alue j tho’ new rarely feen, or 
mentioned, but in Cafes of Fines. 
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Proteflant Biiliop, of the Houfe of ByunfwHk; 
Lt{}ichn 7 -jr^ fliould fucceed, and that, for ti.e future, 
tiiis See flioukl devolve alternatively to a Roman- 
Catholic and a Proteflant Succeffor *, but, that tlie 
Proteflant fliould always be at t!ie illudn- 

ous Houfe ot Brunfzjoick-Luneburg. Accordingly, 
in 1662, he was fucceeded by Ernejlus- Att^^uflifs, 
Father of our moft gracious Sovereign, King George ; 
at whofc Death, in 1698, the Choice feli on Charles 
Jofeph Ignatius^ Duke of Lorrain^ and Bifliop of 01 - 
mutz^ afterwards Archbifliop and Elcftor of Triers^. 
He enjoy’d this Dignity, ’till the Year 1715, when, 
upon his Deceafe, he was fuccccdcd by Erneftn^ 
Ajiguflus II, Brother to his prefent Majefty of Great- 
Britain^ and Duke of Tork^ who is yet living *f , 
a Prince of tliat Affability and Goodnefs, that a 
long Continuance of his Life is even wifli’d by the 
Roman Catholics thcmfelves. The Lutheran Reli- 
gion is not only tolerated, but thofe of tliat Per- 
iiiafion have likewife their Share of the Parifh Chur- 
ches. They hav^e alfo three Prebendaries in the 
Chapter, and an a< 5 live Voice in the Choice of Dig- 
nitaries. To prevent all Difbrdcr, it was provided 
by the Treaty above-mentioned, that when the Bi- 
fliop is a Proteflant, the Archbifliop of Cologn 
fliould exercife the Jus Metropoliianum over the 
Roman Catholic Subjeds of this See •, but upon the 
SuccefTion of a Bifhop, that Right entire- 

ly ceafes, with Refpedl to the Proteflants : All other 
Regalia and Prerogatives are pojfcfsM equally by 
the Bifhops of either Religion *, in which neither 


f On the Death of this illuftrious and worthy Prince, who 
was equally lamented by his Subjedls of every Perfuahon and 
Condition, he was fucceeded, in 1728, by Clemens Auguflusy 
Eledlor of Cologn y and Bilhop of Munfiery Paderborn and Wide- 
(leebuy who may probably be fucceeded by his Royal Highnefs, 
Prince WtUiamy Duke of Cumberland. 

one 
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one nor the other have the Power of making any 
"Alteration. Emperor Charlcmaign having eftablifhki 
a School here, for cultivating the Latin Greek 
Tongues, the Jefuits, in the Time of their 57tli 
Bifliop, Francis William^ who was elcdcd in 1625, 
converted it to an Academy. 

As our Stay here was but two Nights and one 
Day, I had little Time more than to inlbrm myfelf 
of the above Circumftances, and to hiiifli tlfis 
Letter. The few Hours I had over, i fpent in 
taking a curfory View of the Churclies, in which 
I found nothing very remarkable: I likewife faw, 
at the Town-Houfe, the Rooms in v/hicii tne 
Conferences for the famous Treaty of this place 
were held, where they preferve the Pictures of the 
feveral Plenipotentiaries v;ho afTiftcd at it ; which, 
however, have little but their Names and Titles 
to recommend them, being mod of them done by 
very indifferent Hands. I flial! probably write you 
JO more, till I come to Bremen^ where I think 
to fpend fome Time, if I like the Place and the 
Converfation of its Inhabitants. But, however 
that may prove, this I am fure of, I (hall heartily 
regret the Lofs of yours, and that of our Friends 
at the — I am , 



Letter 
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Letter V. 

¥ 

S I Ry M I N D E N. 

E arrived, the T^hurfday before Eaftcr^ 
at MindeUy a fmall City, the Metropolis 
of a Principality of that Name, formerly 
a Bifhopric, under the Archbifhop of 
Cologn^ once a free Imperial City, and one of the 
Hanfe^ but now fubjed: to the King of Prujfia^ as 
Eleftor of Brandenburg, The greater Part of the 
Inhabitants are Proteftants, but the Cathedral, a 
large and (lately Edifice, is in the Pofieflion of the 
Roman Catholics^ as is likewife the Church of 
St. John^ and that of St. Simeon^ with a large 
Convent of Friars adjoining to it. After having 
dined at our Lodgings, which was the beft Inn in 
the Town, oppofite to the Cathedral, the Befl 
ringing for Vefpers, Curiofity led me to fee the 
Infide of that and of the Churches of St. John and 
St. Simeon : In the latter, I found very tew attend? 
ing the Service, but the Monks of the Convent, 
whofe Duty it was to officiate, and of thofe but a 
fmall Number. While they were performing Di- 
vine Service, I took the Opportunity to view the 
Paintings and Carvings in the Side-lfles of the 
Church : But was fo intent on a Piece or two of 
Antiquity, that when I return’d towards the 
Altar, I found Service at an End, and all the 
Doors of the Church lock’d. I was looking about 
for a Convenience to come at one of the Windows, 
in Order to be feen or heard in the Street, when 
I efpy’d a little Door, which leading to a conti- 
guous 
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guons Building, I rightly imagin’d mull be the 
-Way to the CloiHer. After Ibme knocking, a 
Perfon, in the Habit of the Order, opening the 
Door, I addrefs’d myfell to him in Latin^ not 
doubting but 1 muft be underltood in that uni- 
yerfal Language of the Learned : But I might 
as well have fpoken the Ruffian I'opgue, for any 
Thing he knew of the Matter : For, it feems^ 
he was one'of thofe Brethren of the Order, that 
are in almoft all religious Houfes, who tho’ gene- 
plly of the bed Families, and often bring large 
Eftates into the Community, for fome Deficiency 
of Education, or natural Parts, are, indeed, allowed 
tp wear the Jfiabit of the Order, but are otherwife 
little better than menial Servants, and perform the 
moll fervile Offices of the Houfe. T his Brother 
immediately ran in, and return’d, in a few Mo- 
rhents, with a Father, of a reverend Afped:, and 
feeming great Age. I fpoke to him in the fame 
Language •, but whether by my Habit, or the 
Manner of my pronouncing the Latin Tongue, in 
which we differ widely from all the Moderns, he 
perceived I was of the Englijh Nation, and fur- 
prized me agreably by anlwcring me in my Mo- 
ther-Tongue, which he, at the fame Time, told 
me was his own. He invited me with great Civi- 
lity into the Cloiller, and hearing 1 had a Friend 
at the Inn, obliged me to fend for him, and fpend 
the Evening with him : And tho’ it was Lent^ and 
the Vigil of Good- Friday ^ we were entertain’d with 
an elegant Supper, and a Glals of excellent Old- 
Hock ; but the old Gentlemen would not partake 
of either, tho’ he fulfer’d i\wo junior Fathers, 
whom he had call’d to bear us Company, while 
he once retired for about an Hour, to do as we did. 
At Supper, he gave me to underltand, that he 

was of the Family of the L w’s in Lancaffircy 

that he had been fenc very young into Flanders * 

where 
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where he had his Education, and after having been 
admired into Friars Orders, he had fpent the 
grcatdc Part of his Life at Mentz^ Frankforty 
and other Places of that Fart of Germanyy ’till he 
was appointed Sub- Prior of that Convent, about 
ten Years before: 'That he was 90 Years of Age, 
near 80 of which he had fpent on this Side the 
Ocean, and in all that Time had never been in 
England but once, in the laft Year of King James^'s^ 
Reign, wlicn, upon the Encouragement giv'en to 
the Reman Catholic Periljafion, he obiained Leave of 
his Superior to vifit his Native Country. However, 
finding al! his near Relations dead, and tiie Revo- 
lution foon after enfuing, he return’d to Germanyy 
and had never finae had tiie lealt ConefpondciKc 
with any one of this Kingdom : But that, as he 
had liv’d in continual Hopes, of the Reiloration 
of his ' lawful Sovereign (the Pretender I fuppofe 
he meant) at the Mention of whofe Name, the 
Tears trickled down his Cheeks, he had endea- 
vour’d to retain the EngliJIo Tongue, by confrant 
Reading, and what Convcrlaticn he could procure *, 
and indeed he fpake it more readily tlian could be 
expefted, tho’ pretty much corrupted with the 
German Pronunciation and Idiom. I vifited the 
good old Father, the next Day, to take my Leave, 
when having given me his Blefling, adding his 
hearty Prayers that my Eyes might be open’d, 
that I might fee my Errors, and return to the 
true Path, from which my I'orefathers had devi- 
ated, he prefenred me with a little wooden Crofs, 
v/ith a very fmali one inlaid, which he affured me 
was of the real Crofs, on which our Saviour was 
crucifi.ed, and parted from me with Tears. 

This City is fituate on the lFeJct\ and was- 
known by this Name, in the Time of Charle?naigni 
in whofe Reign, V/ittekind built a Caftle here, at 
the Foot of the Bridge laid from this Place over 
the Wefery of which fome Remains, with fevcral 
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Other Antiquities, are yet vifiblc. In 1529, the 
Reformation took Place here,with grentVehemcr.ee, 
infomuch, that the Chapter was obliged to retire, 
and leave the City. ' This, however, brought upon 
the Inhabitants the Bann of the Empire, in 153S, 
and, as a Confequence thereof, they were obliged, at 
Length,' to furrender to Charles V, in 1547. They 
were ever after in almoft continual Troubles and 
Rcvokuion.s, on the Score of Religion ; their 54th 
Bifliop, George Duke of Brtnifzvick and Archbi- 
fhop of Bre?nCfi, who died in 1566, making open 
Profciiion of the Deftrine of Luther* During the 
30 Years War, on that Account, in Germany^ this 
City was taken, in 1626, by Count Lilly ^ and in 
1634, by George'D\jikt of Lunchurg: In 1636, the 
Swedes undertook to proteeft the P'rotejlant Inha- 
bitants againft the Perfecution of the Chapter, and 
on that Account kept PoficlTion of it, kill 1650, 
when, purfuant to the Treaties of Wefiphalia^ it was 
delivered into the Hands of Frederick ffdlliam, Pdec- 
tor of Brandenburgs together with thew hole Princi- 
paJity. They fhevv you a SuccclTion of 59 Bifliop.s, 
from HerimbertuSy who died towards the Conclu- 
fion of the 8th, or Begining of the 9th Century ; 
to Francis William^ their lail, who was difpof- 
Icfs’d, by Swedes., in 1629. 

M I LI D E JS is noted for a peculiar Sort of 
Beer, greatly efteemed in other Parts of Germany:' 

I cannot however fay, it had very much my Ap- 
probation. It is a Sort of fmall pale Beer, fome- 
thing like our Oat-Ale, not unplealant in the 
Taftej a Kind of duke piccante (between Sweet 
and Sour *, ) But what difgufted me was, that being 
drawn and brought us in tranfparent Bottles, I foon 
difcover’d a muddy Settlemer.t, above an Inch 
thick, at the Bottom. 

This City being a garrifonM Place, is fadly 
pefter’d with Soldiers, as all arc in the King of 

PrujJicC^^ 
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PruJftcCs Dominions. Their Pay is not full Tw^ 
Pence a Day (and a Pound of Bread) 5 and with 
this mean Allowance, they are obliged to keep 
themfelves cleanly and neat ; you will, therefore, 
cafily conceive what a Life the poor Inhabitants 
lead arhong them. Every private Soldier cxpe6fs 
to be treated like a Gentleman, and every Officer 
will imitate his Superiours, and ftretch his Power 
to the utmbft, to play the Tyrant. . The former 
tnuft be wink’d at, becaufe their Pay is fmall, 
and the latter be , allowed great Liberties, to make 
them, in fome" Meafurc, amends, for having per- 
haps facrificed their Fortunes, in raifing the Num- 
ber of Men, of a limited Height, enjoin’d them, 
in Order to entitle them to a Commiffion. They 
have mofl: of theiri been taken, as Cadets, into the 
Army, while very young, before they have had 
any Education, or have feen any thing of the 
World j fo that, in the moft, it is hard to fay 
whether Ignorance or infoicnee is moft predo- 
minant; and baiting a little of the Theory of theij. 
Profeffion (for very few of them have ever beeh 
in the Field) their Knowledge is not far fetch’d : 
And if with thi's, you deprive them of their two 
favourite Topics, W— - — ing and Dr-— nking, you 
may as well talk Hebrew to them, as dilcourle 
on any other Subjedt. After this long- Tour, my 
next will probably advife you of my Arrival at 
Bre?rien. I am, 


Lett e r 
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Letter VI. 


SIR , Bremen. 

E left Minden (which is but two Stages, 
of five German^ or twenty Englijh Miles, 
each from this Place) on Eafter-Evty 
and travelling all Night, arrived before 
one of the Gates of this City, the next Day, about 
two in the Afternoon ; but were obliged to wait 
near two Hours, it being cuftomary, in the Garri- 
fbn- Towns of Germany^ to keep their Gates fhut 
during the Time of Divine Service. 

W E no fooner enter’d the City, than I was 
apprehenfive fome epidemical Difeafe had lately 
raged there, and thought the whole Town was 
in Mourning: For almoft all the Men we met 
were in long black Cloaks, many of them with 
monftrous large Bands, and all the Women in 
black Veils, and black Petticoats, which together 
fo entirely cover’d them, that no more of them 
appear’d to View, than of a Mute attending a 
Gorpfe lying in State. My Companion, obferving 
my Surprize, freed me from it, by telling me it 
was the common Mode of the Place, and that 
the Burghers, of any Reputation, went thus drefs’d 
out of Decency, as they call’d it, as the Women 
did for Modefty : And as it happened to be a great 
Feftival, foon after Evening Service, hardly any 
one appeared but in this decent Drefs. ^ 

After our Chaife had travers’d a good Part, 
of the City, we flopp’d in a fmall Square, which, 
by the Shambles, I found to be a Market-Place ; 

and 
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and it proved to be the principal, or indeed the only’ 
one of the whole Place. On one Side of thisSquare, 
is an arvcient Building, which, -^upon Enquiry, 
1 found to be the Raht (or Council) Houfe, where 
the Senat aflemble, and where all judiciary Mat- 
ters are tranfaded. The firft remarkable Thing 
which attraded my Eye was a monftruous large 
Statue, of 1 8 or 20 Foot high, in Imperial Robes, 
which they call the GTeai Roland^ being dcfign’d 
to reprcfent an Emperor of that Name, v/ho 
was famous as well for his enormous Srature, as 
his Strength and Valour ; and, if you will believe 
the Vulgar, was of the Size you there fee him re- 

? )refented : Bur, it feems, this is a common Statue, 
n many of the ancient Cities of Germany^ and 
tho’ the Size of it has been generally proportioned 
to the Length of their Pockets, they tell you 
the fime Story every where : On the oppofue 
Side of the Square, is another ancient Building,' 
where we alighted, and where I was told I was 
to lodge, This Building is call’d the Schutingy 
and is a Sort of common Hall, where the feveral 
Colleges or Aficmiblies of Burghers, and particu- 
larly the Altermdnner (Elc!<^rs) or College of Com- 
merce, hold their Meetings : But is, at- the fame 
Time, a public Houfe of Entertainment. 

After having refrefhed myleii fbme Time 
in my Chamber, it being too foon to go to Reft, 
I enquired of my Landlord *, if there was not a 
Coffee- houfe in the Neighbourhood, where 1 might 
divert myfelf an Hour or two, with Company, 
and reading the News.^ He anlwer’d me, with 
a feeming Surprize at the Quefiion, that he him- 
felf kept a ColTec-Rooni, in that Houfe : But 
Gon forbid he fhould prophane the Sabbath fo 
far, as to open it on that Holy Day. However, 
he kindly offer’d me whatever Liquor I pleas’d 
in my Chamber, and, to beguile the tedious Time 

(my 
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(my. Companion being gone to vifit a Friend) his 
Company to partake of it. I accepted of his Offer, 
arid left it to him to chufc his Liquor : He told me 
as I might probably be fatigued with my Journy, he 
thought a Glafi of 24 Groot Beer * would beft 
compofe me to Rdl. 1 was refolved, tho’ you 
know I am no great Admirer of Mal^Liquor, to 
humour my Hoft ; and in a Moment, with an Ala- 
crity, beyond what I cou !d have expefted from his 
wmure Afped, the Table was cover’d with Pipes* 
Tobacco, a fpitting Pot, and Glalfes* and his 
Servant foon after brought up a large Bottle, con- 
taining at leaft two Quarts, of the excellent Beer he 
promis d me^ My Landlord, who I foon found 
Was a Man that abhor’d Ceremonies, fat down and 
fill’d his Pipe, which to oblige him I did likewife. I 
found his Liquor very good of its Kind, but too 
heady to drink any Quantity of : However, my Hoft, 
who was very loquacious in Praife of its Excellen- 
cies, after having emptied the Bottle, with a very 
little of my Affiftance, thought a Dram would not 
be amife to corred, as he termed it, the Sournefs 
the Beer might otherwife leave upon the Stomach. 
In this I likewife humour’d him, and had the Sa- 
or rather Mortification, before we par- 
ted, to find, notwithftanding his great Prctcnlions 
to Sandlity, which made up the beft Part of hia 
Difeourfe, he could be as cordially drunk, on th? 
Lord*s Day, as a Piper at a Country Wedding ; 
tho* he could not prevail upon his Confcience to open 
his Coffee-Room, and allow of innocent Conver- 
iation among Neighbours and Acquaintance, left 
he Ihould prophanc that Holy- Day. 


* A Groot (or four Pfennings or Pennies, from wh^ce our 
Croat is probably derived) is fomething above a Halfpenny, 
in Value. The Beer our Author here mentions is a Sort of Mum 
|r Spruce Beer ; but, I think, better than either. 
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What with the Fatigue of my Journy, anil 
tlie Liquor L had drunk the Night before, I flept 
the next Morning, ^till the Sun was approaching its 
Meridian ; and was firft awak’d by a tumultuous. 
Noil'c, as of a mix’d Multitude, under my Cham- 
ber-window. Upon looking out, I found the 
Marker fill’d with a great Concourfe of People, 
and near my Window a round Edifice of Stone, of 
about 1 2 or 15 Foot diameter, and near 20 Foot 
high, in the Center of which was eredted a Poll 
ten or twelve Foot high, and from an Iron Ring, 
near the Top of it, hung three large Birchen Rods. 
Upon Enquiry, I found, that a young Woman, who 
had been a Chambermaid in one of the principal 
Families of the Town, and having been too free in' 
difpenfing her Favours to her Mafter, was difeo- 
vered, by the watchful Eyes of a jealous Miftrefs 
(who happen’d to be a Sifter of the Judge tem^ 
fore) and condemn’d to be feverely fuftigated, bran- 
ded, and then banifhed the Town*, which fevere 
Punifhment fhe was juft going to fuffer. 

1 T was not long, before a beautiful young Crea- 
ture, of about 18, with her Hair hanging dilbevel’d 
over her Shoulders, and ftark naked to her Waift, 
with her two Wrifts tied together, was led up a 
pair of Stairs in the Body of the Edifice, upon the 
Stage, by a Fellow more ugly, than the poor un^ 
happy Girl appear’d agreable, tho’ under the 
greareft Diftrefs and Ignominy, which could befal a 
youthful Female j who, notwithftanding the Crime 
Ihe fufter’d for, plainly fiiew’d flie was not aban- 
'don’d to Vice, and bad a Modefty, which poiiitcd 
out a true Senfe of her Guilt, apparently vifible in 
her Countenance. Being thus led to the Poft, 
her Ancles were lock’d, with two Iron-Rings, to 
the Foot of it, and the Rods being taken down, 
the Noofe of the fame Rope, on which they hung, 
being put over her Hands, round her Wrifts, 
her Arms were hoifted up to their utmoft Extent. 
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In this Pofture, in which her naked Limbs were 
expos’d to the Eyes of the Populace, for feveral 
Alinutes (which, by the bv, is not fo very con- 
fonanc with their pretended Decency and Modefty) 
the poor Wretch received near 20 Laflics with 
each of the three Rods, from the Hands of the 
Hang- man, which were laid on with fo good a Will, 
that her whole Back and Sides feemed to be one 
continued Piece of raw Flefli. This done, fhe was 
branded with a red hot Iron, about the Circumfe- 
rence of a Crown- Piece, which, as I was inform’d, 
left the Mark of the City- Arms on her Back ; at 
leaft it took fo faft hold of her, that a Smoke arofc 
upon the Applicatiorfit. Amidft this Severity, it was 
' look’d upon as a Favour, that her Hair was fufFcr-* 
ed to hang down her Back, which might perhaps 
rake off the Edge of fome Blows from her Shoul- 
ders. The poor Wench fwooned away under the 
Operation, and, when loofen’d from the Port, fell 
into the Arms of that ugly Wretch who ufher’d her 
in, and now carried her down the Stairs flie came 
up. She no fooner came to herfclf, than they obli- 
ged her to huddle ofi her Cloaths, and, in that 
mangled Condition, fhe was led without one of the 
Gates of the Town, where having taken a folemn 
Oath never to return within the Territories of that 
Republic, fhe was turn’d loofe upon the World, 
with a fix Groot-piece in her Pocket. Wliac think 
you, Sir, of this fevere Punifhment, for a fingle 
flip of frail Nature ? May not this, probably, be 
the Caufe of fuch an unfortunate Creature’s run- 
ning headlong into Ruin and Deftruction, both 
of Body and Soul ? whereas with a more mild, or 
lefs public Suffering, fhe might have been re- 
claimed to Virtue, and become a ufcful Membar 
of human Society. I muft confefs, the whole Scene 
was extremely fhocking to me *, but one Circum- 
ftance more fo than all the Reft : I was fhewn, at 
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an adjactnt Window, an ancient Gentlewoman, 
a forbiding Countenance, at whofe Suit, it feem^, 
the unhappy Creature who fufFer’d, had been pro- 
fecuted, and who fatiated her Swinge of Revenge, 
with fuch an Air of Satisfaftion, as almoft promp- 
ted me to think the Hdsband had not ufed her much 
worfe than flic deferved. 

B u T to divert this melancholy Subjeft, I went 
down into the CofFee-room, where I was not much 
more edified. I found the Place pretty full of 
Company, chiefly Merchants and Lawyers: Seve- 
ral of them, in a very civil Manner, endeavoured 
to oblige me with their Converfation *, but, to my 
great Surprize, tho% in my laft Journy to ViennU^ 
and Refidence there, I had made myfelf a tolerable 
Matter of the High German Tongue, I could hardly 
comprehend any Thing that was faid to me. 1 had 
not been long enough in Holland to learn the Lan- 
guage of that Country : However, fo much I had 
obferved of it, to be fenfible it was not that Tongue 
neither. Upon Enquiry, I was informM it was the 
Dialed: of the Place, and of a very large Part of the 
lower Circles of Germany ^ diftinguiflied by the Name 
of Low German or Lower Saxon^ which is neithei- 
Dutch nor High-German^ but, in fome Meafure, 
partakes of both, or rather is the Ground or Root 
of both *, for, upon comparing it afterwards, with 
Juniush Anglo-Saxon Gofpels and fome other Anglo- 
Saxon Books, I had in my Trunk, I found it had 
retained more of that ancient Tongue, than either 
the Dutch or High Germany had. The CofFee-room 
was not divided into Boxes, or by Tables, but being 
a fquare and not a very capacious Room, there was 
only one large oval Table in the Middle of it, and 
Seats all round it. « In the Middle of the Table was 
a large CofFee-Pot, of feveral Quarts, ^with three 
Cocks, out of which, there being Difhes andrSugar 
placed about it, every one help’d himfelf ; But I ob- 
ferved, that hardly any one went out of the Room 

without 
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w^haut calling for a Liquor, which being- drank in 
pretty large Glafles, and of different Colours,! took 
to be Gills of Wine, of fcv'eral Sorts : However, 
making a Sign to the Waiter, to have a Glafs myfelf^ 
I'found it a diftil’d Water-, and I was the more 
furprifed to find it drank in fuch large Glafles, as 
almoft every one fmoked at the fame Time : But 
Coquet tt do altera Natura *. 

Being retired to my Chamber, I fent for my 
jLandlord, and defired him to procure me a Bible, 
and three or four other Boqks, on familiar Subjefts, 
in the Language of the Country ; But how was I 
aftonifh’d, when he told me, that tho* Martin Lu- 
ther had tranflated the Bible, and caufed it to be 
printed in that Tongue, it was very rare to be found ; 
and that tho* they ftill retain’d the Language of 
their Forefathers, in common Difcourfe, every 
one underftood High German^ and their Modern 
Books were all printed, their Sermons preach’d, 
and their Divine Service perform’d, nay even theif 
Letters written, in that Tongue. 

I am, as ever, 

f What our Author here obferves is very juft. I never was 

any Place in my Life, where ftrong Waters are drank in fo 
large Qj^tities by People of Faftiion, and even by the 
Ladies, as here. I had once Occafion to pay an early Vifit 
to the preftding Burgomafter, with whom 1 had fupp’d the 
Night before. His Magnificence {which is the Title given 
them) having probably, in Complaifance to me, drank more 
Old Hock the Evening before than ufual, was not ftiring; 
but Madam w^ fo good as to favour me with her Company, in 
the mean Time, We were hardly fet down, before two Sal- 
vers were placed before us, one with Bifcults and dried Fruits^ 
the other with two large Glafles, at Icaft Gills, of adiftilPd 
Liquor. Her Ladyfhip made no Difficulty to empty hers, at 
three or four Sips, and, to induce me to do the fame, told me 
it was her own Manufaitute, and fo wholfome, t^t fh^ drank 
of it every Day of her Life. I could not in Decency after 
this refufe it and had not the coming of her Hufband, who 
thought a Cup of Tea might now do better, relieved me, I 
believe I muft have flood the other Glafs. 

E 3 
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Letter VII. 


s I R, 


B R E 


MEN. 



Y travelling Companion having told me 
lie (hould be oblig’d to leave me alone, 
and fpend the firft three or four Days of 
his being in Bremen ^ among hir, Corref- 
pondcnis j I relblved, having no Acquaintance, to 
confine myfclf during that Time to my Lodgings,: 
But I foon met with an agreable Motive to alter my 
Refolution. I dined at an Ordinary in the Houfe, 
where I was tolerably well entertain’d : But what was 
moft acceptable to me was the Converfation of a Qen- 
tlcman, whom I had the good Fortune to be placed 
next to., who perceiving me to be an Englijhman 
direfted his Pifcourfe tome in my Mother- tongue; 
which he pofTefs’d to a tolerable Degree. I found, 
by the Difeourfe at Table, that his Name was 
that he was Major of the Artillery of that Repub- 
lic, and that he had formerly been employ’d as 
their Agent, to tranfaft certain Affairs at the 
Court of Great 'Britain* After I have told you, 
that he poffeffes all the valuable Qualities of a Sob 
dier, aGentlcman, and a Scholar, you will eafily con- 
ceive, how happy I thought my felf in the Acquifirion 
of fo agreable an Acquaintance, and began now not 
to regret the Abfence of my travelling Companion. 

Upon my complaining of the Badnefs, or at Icaft 
Difagreablenefs to me, of the Wine we drank at 
Table, which was French White Wine, of lo 
or more Years old, the worthy Major propoled 
my going with him, that Evening, to a feleft 
Company of Friends, where he could alTure me I 

ihould 


Digitized by ' 


The German Spy. 55 

flicyld drink as fine a Glafs of Rhenijh or Old Hock^ 
as Germany could afford ; and, to tnake the Offer 
more acceptable, obferv’d, that the Company would 
confiQ: chiefly of Gentlemen, who had fpent fome 
Years in England^ and met to enjoy one another’s 
Company, with that agreable Freedom of Converfa- 
tion they had been ufed to there, which mofl of the 
Jiihabicants of this Place were intirely Strangers to. 
To this he added, that they would be moft or all 
of them of the Lutheran Religion *, and, upon per- 
ceiving, I was furprized, he mentioned a Diftinc- 
tipn of Religion, as an Inducement to accept of 
his Propofa! ; he told me, that the Religion of the 
State, and of much the greater Part of the Inhabi- 
tants, was Reformed or Calvinijt ; and that the 
Lutherans not only enjoyed the free Exercife of 
their Religion, but were in PofiTeffion of the Cathe- 
dral, and confided of fome Thoufands of Families; 
that there was a great Difference between the Lu- 
therans and the Calvinijls^ in their Manners and 
Behaviour, as well to others, as among themfelves', 
that the former indulged themfelves in all innocent 
Freedoms and Diverfions *, but that the latter were 
fo horridly Prieft-ridden, and had, by Degrees, 
fuffer’d the Clergy to get fo much the Afcendant 
over them, and their Families, that even thofe who 
had traveled, and knew better, were obliged to put 
on fuch an affefted, ftiff Rigidity of Behaviour, as 
made their Converfation very troublefome even to 
one another ; And that the leaft Deviation from 
the Rules preferib’d them, by their fpiritual Guides, 
render’d them liable to be cenfured and expofed 
from every Pulpit, of which he promifed to give me 
fome ludicrous Inftances, which may chance to be 
the Subjed: of another Letter. I hugg’d myfelf 
with the Thoughts of falling into fo good H.iinds, 
and began to hope I fhould fpend the Time ot try 
Stay in Bremen more agreably than ! at firft ima- 
gined. 

E 4 The 
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The Major calld me at the appointed Hour, 
and carried me to a large Cellar or Vault, oppofne 
to my Lodgings, under the Senat-houfe, which 
is kept for the Benefit of the Public. The De- 
fccnt into this Vault or Cellar is by a large Pair of 
Stone-Stairs, broad enough for ijve or lix Perfons 
to go down a-breaft, which leads into a fpaci- 
OU5 llibterranean liall j on the right Hand, is a 
Row of Boxes, and at the End of them fome 
Rooms, for the Entertainment of Company, Op- 
pofitc to thefe Boxes are five monftrou? large 
Calks, containing, if I have not forgot the Ac- 
count given me, confidefably upwards of ioq 
Hogflieads each ; four of thefe Cafks are always 
kept full of Wine •, but the fifth is left empty, 
with a fmall low Door or Entrance jn tfic Head^ 
to fatisfy the Curiofity of fuch as may be fond of 
creeping in, and faying they have been in the Belly 
of fuch a bacchanalian Monfter •, lyhich I confefs i 
I was not. The remaining Part of this and feve- 
ral other contiguous Vaults, which have a Com- | 
munication one with the other, were fill’d with RbC’ 
nijh Wine, of different Growths, and of various \ 
Ages, from one Year to 50, 60, or more, all in large 
Calks, few or none of which were lefs than what 
they call a Stuck-Fafs^ or eight Awms. As thefe 
large Cafks are all Iron-bound, and fome of them 
cmbellilh’d with very expenfive drnaments of 
carved Work and Gilding, and befides, there ap- 
pearing to be a larger dead Stock of Wine, than 
the Vent they could have, could poflibly require,’ 

I had the Curiofity to alk, what Benefit the 
Public could reap by keeping fo, large a Stock, 
and in fuch large Calks, which could bear 
any reafonable Proportion to the Intereft pf their 
Mony, and the great Expence they feeni^d to be 
at. To this I was anfwered, that the Value of | 
Rhcnijh Wine is always in Proportion to its 
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Age, and that fuppofing it to be of a good Growth 

and Year, there was nothing they could veft their 
Mony in would yield fo good an Intereft : And 
as for keeping their Wine in fo large Calks, they 
had this Advantage, that the larger the Quantity 
of Wine is, which lies together in one Body, the 
fatter it advances in that C^iality which it gradually 
obtains by Age ; infomuch that 50 Hogfheads of 
young Wine, put together in one Calk, would ap- 
pear -to be older, at the End of five Years, tharj 
the like Quantity in lingle Hogfheads, would do 
at twice the Age: 

Having thus taken a cur for v View of the 
prodigious Stock of Wine, we retired into the 
Club-room, where fix or eight Members were al- 
ready together, who foon after encreasM to 15, all 
Perfons that had the Appearance of Men of Falhion 
and Fortune. We fpent the firft Part of the Evening 
in general Converfation, on feveral public Topics ; 
and our Dicourfe was chiefly in the EnglxJij Tortgue : 
But, about Nine o* Clock, bur Company went off by 
two> three, and fouf, to feveral little Tables in the 
Room, fome to eat a Mouthful , and others to a 
Game of Picquet, Whifk or Ombre, every one 
to his Inclination, leaving only my Friend and one 
more with me, at the great Tabic. 1 took this 
Opportunity tp‘ defire the Major to give me fomc 
Account of the State of Religion, and the Con- 
du(tt of the Priefts in that City ; with which he 
feeming not very ready to comply, his p'riend ex- 
culed him, as being in the Service of the Public, 
and cautious of faying any Thing, which, if it 
went farther, might lay him liable to the impla- 
cable Malice ot the Clergy ; and therefore under- 
took the Talk himfelf. 

“Our Religion (faid he) is what we call in 
** Germany the Reformed, grounded upon the 
Doftrine and Principles of Calvin^ fomething 

“ like 
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like that of your Presbyterians in England^ or 
rather more ftarch and formal i a Sort of Com- 
pound, between that and ^akerifm > confifting 
chiefly in an outward Shew of a more thai> 
ordinary Sanility. Our Form, or rather no 
Form of Wbrfliip, confifts chiefly of extempore 
Prayers, bordering very much upon Enihuftafniy 
Pfalms or Hynfins, and long-winded Sermons, 
which have little in them but Cant, Scandal and 
“ perfonal Refledlion. Our Priefts (continues he) 
are a Sort ot gloomy Mortals, whofe Lighc 
being what the fakers call an inward Light, 
they are all Darknefs without, and perfeftly an- 
fwer the whimfical Charafter given by the Au- 
** thor of the Tale of a Tub^ under the Name' of 
Jack, When they appear in the Streets, they 
put on fuch a fandtified Vizard, as, by over-av5l- 
ing their Part, plainly fhews their Hypocrify, 
thro* the Larve. They would not be feen to 
enter into a Coffee-houfe or Tavern, tho* they 
could thereby merit that Place in Heaven, fp 
carneflly defir*d of our Saviour by the two Sons 
of Zebedee. They fpend the greater Part of 
their Time (for Study their Religion requires 
‘‘ but little) in charitable Vifits to comfort the 
good Women of their Parifhes, where their Con- 
verfation generally begins like a ^akeP% Hold- 
ing-forth, with Hums . and Haws, and interme- 
diate Paufes, which fometimes are introdudfory 
to a Prayer : But to continue the Comparifon, 
when they do break out into a Difeourfe, it gene- 
rally confifts of as much Wind, Noife and Non- 
‘‘ fenie as that of a §luaker^ when the Spirit begins 
forcibly to operate, and the abfent are as little 
fpar*d as at a Chriftening, or a Ladies Vifiting- 
day. Thcfe AfTemblies confift chiefly of Women; 
and generally of fuch, who being either ancient 

■ Widows or Maidens, are paft the Enjoyment 
. " o 


Digitized by Google 


Tjje German Spy 59 

of what we may call the gay Pleafures of Life 
themfelvcs, and are therefore the bed qualified, 
with the Help of a good Share of Envy and ill 
Nature, which, by Degrees, they themfelves 
“ miftake for Virtue, to join v/ith the Sons of 
‘‘ Levii to cenfure them in others. Men are fcl- 
“ dom allowed to partake of thefe holy Conver- 
fations ; or if they do ibmetimes admit a fandli- 
“ fied Brother, they take Care, by proper Prepara-, 
“ tions, to make Him as arrant an old Woman as any 
‘‘ in the Society, not excepting the Pridl: himfdf. 
“ Nor (added he) but there are fome few Occafional 
“ Conformifts among them ; Men of Learning and 
Integrity, who are obliged to a Compliance with 
the Cuftoms and Manners of the Place, and their 
“ Order, for a Livelihood : But much the greater 
Number are of the former Stamp.” I fuppofe, 
/aid I, interrupting him, thefe great Pretenders, at 
lead, to Sanftity, are very careful to fupprefs thofe un- 
ruly Pafllons of Human Nature, which are fo apt to 
rebel, by a feverc and rigid Abftinence. ‘‘ Not fo 
‘‘ (replied he) on the contrary, they are continua !ly 
‘ pamper’d, like cramnVd Capons, by their credu- 
lous Devotees, with the moft exquifue Dainties, 
and will make no Scruple, in their Company, 
to tipple Canary and Sherry *till they forget 
“ themfelves, and, laying afide the Mafic, become 
a Contradiilion to their own Profefiion : For 
which the hofpitable Dame is furc to be feverely 
reprimanded, at the next Meeting In thcle 

and 


* Our Author (or his Companion) gives us here a lively, 
and in general a juft Idea of fome, perhaps the greater Num- 
ber of the Calvinifts Priefts of this Place ; tho' he feems 
to pufli the Matter to the utmoft : And I mull: beg Leave to 
tell him, the Number of Occafional Conformifts is greater than 
he fuppofes. I have known and convers’d with feveral of them 
tnyfeif i Men of good Senfe,Learning, and , except in this Poiiu,^ 
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and the like Difcourfcs, we pafs*d our Tim«, tiU 
our Company, by Degrees re-united, and then 
we fpent another Hour in innocent Mirth, ’till our 
Hoft thought fit to put us in Mind it was Time 
to depart, by telling ys the Clock of Authority, 
in the Seoat-houfe, had ftruck Twelve. We had 
idrunk excellent Wine the whole Evening, and, fol- 
lowing the prude^it Method mention’d by the Go^ 
yernor of the Feaft, at the Marriage in Cafia^^n, ha- 
ving began with a young Rbenijh Wine of eighteen 
Qroot (or about ten Pence) the Bottle, we, by De* 
jgrees, advanced in Age and Price, ’till we came to 
forty-eight Groot ; and yet had referved a better 
Sort to crown the Evening, It was now propofed to 
have a Bottle or two out of the Rofej a Vault fo 
called of fcleft old Wine, the Key’ of which is 
kept by the prefiding Burgo-mafter^ and only a 
Number of Bottles left in the Hands' of the Maf- 
ter of the Cellar, to be fold at a Dollar (or about 
three Shillings fix Pence) the Bottle ; an extravagant 
Price in this Country: But it was richly worth it, 
and far exceeded any Thing I had ever drunk of 
the Kind, even on the Rhine itfelf. It was faid 
to be of the Growth of Hochheim^ the moft cele^ 
brated "Vineyards on that River (from whence we 
have borrowed the Name of Old H.Qck) and of the 


of Probity too, who, tho’ they are obliged fometimes to con- 
orm beyond their Inclination, are as moderate in it aspoffible, 
and know how to behave according to the Company they are 
in : But, I muft confefs, Bigotry either in the Prieft, or Con- 
gregation, either real or feign’d, cannot be too much expos’d i 
and therefore, tho’ our Author ihould have carried die Matter 
a little too far, it is a Fault of the right Side. 

Frophane or pious, BigotryV the fame, 

^he Motives Terror, Avarice or Fame, 

Opinion is but InTreft in Difguife 

And Right and Wrong in Strength of Parties lies. 

Pope’s Effay on Human Life. p. 7.' 

Year 
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Year 1666: We parted about One, merry, but 

none of us iri the leaft difguifed for Old Hock has 
this good Quality, that tho* it be ftrong, it is not 
intoxicating. The Major excufed his not beingf 
able to fee me the next Day, becaufe he was 
obliged to be upon Duty 5 but engaged nie to 
fpend the Day following wholly with him, and 
kindly offer’d to conduft me to the feveral Parts 
of the Town, where there was any Thing worth 
my feing. I therefore refolved to fpend this Day in 
Retirement, and writing this Letter to you, which 
if it fhould prove too prolix or trivial, you muft 
thank yourfelf, I having your pofitive Command, 
fign’d, feal’d and delivered, to write to you the 
moft minute Circumftances which fhould occur to 
me, that had any Thing of Singularity in them, or 
Could contribute to your Amufement, in the happy 
Retreat you have wifely chofen to end your Days 
in. lam, 



Letter VIII. 


5 / JR, Bremen. 

Y laft gave an Account how happy I was 
in the Acquaintance of a worthy Gentle- 
man, a Major in the Garifon of this City, 
and of the Appointment I had made to 
fpend the next Day with him, in taking a View 
of what was worthy my Notice here. Accord* 
ihgly, he came to my Lodgings early in the Morn- 
ing, knd having prevail’d upon him to breakfaft 
with me, I took that Opportunity to defire a brief 
Account from him, of the ancient and prefent State 

of 
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of this City, which he readily gave me, in the fol- 
lowing Words : 

BREMEN (faid he) tho* now reckonM 
the leaft confiderable of the three renown’d free 
Imperial Cities, in Lower Saxony^ Hajnburg^ 
Lubeck^ and Bremen^ is beyond all .Difpute, 
“ the eldeft. Not to mention the Account of its 
being the Fabiramum of Ptolomy^ built by 
Drufusy which is generally lookM upon to be 
fabulous, I believe I may venture to fay it was 
a Place of fome Note, towards the latter End 
of the fifth Century, when Pope Gregory I, fent 
St. AugufliriyyNrC^ other Monks, to Britain^ to con- 
vert the Saxons to the ChriftianP in theTime 
of Ethelherty King of Kent, This was the Place 
“ thofe holy Men chofe to embark in, to be tranf- 
“ ported to that Ifland •, it being noted for Ship- 
ping at that Time, .^which was above 200 Years 
‘‘ before the Building of Hamburgy and more than 
500 Years before the Building of Lubeck. 

‘‘■In the Year 788, Charlemaign made it a 
“ Bifliop’s See, and appointed St, fVilhadus, an 
“ Englijhmany to be the firft Bifliop : Tho* the 
“ hiplomay pretended to be granted-by this Prince, 
“ at the Caftic of NemeSy now Spires , for the 
“ Eftablifhment of this See, is, on Account of 
“ fome Articles contain’d in it, generally believed 
“ to be fuppofititious. ♦ In 848, St, Anfchariusy 
“ Atchbifliop of Hamburg y which had been laid 
“ wafte, three Years before, by the Danes y was 
“ fent to Bremeuy by Emperor Lewis the Pious ; 
“ where he was fourth Bifhop, and firft Archbi- 
“ fhop, the Metropolitan See being transfcr’d thi- 
“ ther, or, according to other Writers, incorpo- 
“ rated with this, by Pope NicholaSy with the 
“ Confent of that Emperor. Several Privileges 
“ were afterwards granted it by fucceeding Em- 
“ perors, particularly by Henry V, William^ 

“ Wencejlaus^ 
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IVenceJIaus, and CharlesY^ to exterminate Pirates, 
and proteft Merchants trading on the fV'efef 
from all Danger. And for the Encouragement 
of the T rade of this Place, no Goods were al- 
low’d to go down the Wefer, and pafs this City, 
without being firft landed here. The Inhabi- 
rants have, likewife, the Privilege of fifliing 
“ from the Bridge of Hoye^ four German Miles 
above Bremen^ down to the Sea, as likewife in 
the Rivers Hunte^ Ochtum, JVmnme and Leefemy 
which flow into the IVcfer. Among other 
Fifli, they catch great Quantities of Salmon and 
‘‘ Lamprey Sj the formier of which being dried and 
finoaked, and the latter pickled, are in great 
“ Eiteem throughout all Germany. Rudolph II, 
“ endowed them with the Privilege, that neither 
their Perfons nor Goods fliould be liable to Ar- 
reft, Attachment, or other Impofition, through-^ 
out the whole German Empire : And Charles V, 
‘‘ gave them the Right of Coinage. Theyjpre- 
‘‘ tend to a Right of SelTion and Vote in the 
of the Empire, ever fince Charlemaign, which 
was confirm’d to them, notwithftanding the Op- 
pofition of the Archbiftiop, by Emperor Per- 
‘‘ dinandlll^ in 1641. But afterwards, upon the 
‘‘ Secularization of the Archbifliopric, in the 
Reign of Queen Chrijlina of Sweden y new Dif- 
putes arofe thereupon, which came to a Rupture, 
“ in 1654, on that, and other Accounts. Thefe 
Differences were, indeed, compofed under Charles 
Gufiavusy in 1658 •, but broke out again under 
“ Charles XI, and lafted ’till, by the Treaty of 
Habenhaufeny in 1666, among other Conceffions, 
“ they were oblig’d to wave their Pretenfion of 
‘‘ a Right to Seflion and Vote, in the Diet of the 
‘‘ Empire, ’till 1700, which is yet difputed them. 

As to the ancient Form of Government, the 
Emperors had their Vogts (or Bailif 5 >) here, ’till 

“ the 
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the Reign of Otto I, when, by the interceflipm . 
of ^vc\\h\(\[\o^ AdaldaguSj the Adminiftration was 
fuiFerM to devolve to Proconfuls and Confuls : , 
But, about the Begining of the fourteenth Ce;i- 
tury, the Form or Sovernment approaching, by 
Degrees, too ;near to that of an Oltgarcbyy the 
Burghets accufed feveral of the principal ancient 
Farriilics of Malverfation ; obliged them to quit 
“ the City, and condemn’d them to perpetual. 
Exile. The Government by Proconfuls and 
Confuls was hereupon refum’d, with this Dif- 
ference only, that they were limited to thirty- 
three, to be chofen by the four principal Wards, 
and, upon the Death of any one, the Vacancy 
to be fupplied by the Ward the Deceafed be- 
long’d to. In this Form, with forhe few A 1 -, 
terations, it has continued ever fince. The Se- 
<< nat is now compofed of tour Burgo-mafter$, 
and twenty-four Senators, confifting of four Di- 
vifions, according to the fotir Wards. The Se- 
nat decides all Caufes Ecclefiaftical, Criminal afd 
Civil, and from them lies no Appeal, except, in 
the latter, where the principal Sum litigated ex- 
ceeds 600 Rheni/lo Gold Guilders, or about 210/. 
when an Appeal to the Imperial Chamber of 
IVctzlar may take Place. They hav*c their own 
Statute-Laws, which were enacted in 1281, but 
have been fince amended*. They have a fmall 
Jurifdiftion of about a German Mile round 


* It may not be amifs to add here, to our Author’s or his' 
iPriend’s Account, that the Archbilhops of Bremen had never 
any Sovereignty over the City : Nor was it ever dependent on 
the Duchy of Bremen, which belong’d to them. This Duchy, 
of which our Author gives fome Account below, was yielded 
to the iSardV/, 10*1648, after which they formed feveral Pre- 
tences on the City, and befieged it forty-fix Days, in 1666. 
But they rais’d the Siege, at the Interpofition of the neiglibour- 
ng Prince, and the Treaty of Hahenhaufen enfued. 

the 
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the 't'own,. and jire bordered on every Side 
‘‘ with Territories now belonging to his Majefty 
** of Great Britain •, for which Reafon, they al- 
“ ways courr his Favour. The River IVefir, 
which runs thro' the Place, and divides the 

V bid City from the New, is not navigable for 
“ Ships of Burden farther than tegefac, two Ger~ 
“ man Miles below this Place, where all Ships 

V which come out of the Sea, or are outward-bound, 
“ load and unload ; ndr does this River ebb or flow 
f‘ farther. We have a confiderable T rade to Eng-^ 
“ landt efpecially with all Sorts of Wefipbalian Li- 
** nens, and fend fevcral Ships, particularly to Lon- 

every Y«r : We fend Ships to trance^ and 
f‘ fometimes to Sparw, Portugal and Italy, and allb 

V a good Number every Year to Greenland and 
Davids Streights. We have likewife a confidcr-^ 

f* able Inland Trade, particularly to the great 
“ Fairs and Marts in Germdny, whither, among 

V other Goods, we fend large Quantities of Cal- 
“ licoes and Sugar, printed and refined here, in 

which, however, the Hambuirgbers out-do us, 
f‘ Our B«r is very much efteem’d in many Parts of 
f‘ Germany, and is therefore exported in large 
Quantities. Our Duties upon Exportation and 
f‘ Importation arc very low, which is a great En- 
couragement to our T rade, and gives us an Ad- 
“ vantage over the in thofe Provinces which 

ly between us and them. In the famous Han- 
*'■ featiek League, this City is honoured with the 
f‘ third Place. It is divided, as I faid before, 
‘‘ into the Old and the New Town, the latter of 
“ which was began to be built in 1623. They 
arc both pretty well fortified with high Walls 
‘‘ and a broad Ditch. The old Town has feve- 
** ral Towers upon the Walls, according to the 
ancient Manner of Fortification •, but the Walls 
** of the new Town, which are more modern, 
“ have eight fipc Bullwarks, I defer faying any 

> F i* Thing 
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“ Thing of our public Buildings, till you fee. 
“ them at the fame Time. 

Here my Friend finifli’d his Relation, and, 
our Breakfail being likewife at an End, we began 
our Progrels. , 

The ftrft Place I went to lee >Vas a fpacious 
Room or Hall, in the Houfe where I lodge, of 
the Length and almoft Breadth of the whole Edi- 
fice, tlie Walls of which are handlbmely adorned 
with fmall Arms, it beiiw a fort of Armory for 
the Burghers. In this twll,- xht Altef manner for. 
Council of Commerce) hold their Meetings, and 
public Entertainments upon extraordinary Occa- 
fions. At the Bottom of a Defcent of three Steps,' 
by which you enter into the Hall, ftands the Figure 
of a Warrior in compleat Armor, who,, by Means 
of a Piece of Machinery under the Steps, as foon 
as you tread upon them to dcfcend, lifts up the 
Bever of his . Helmet, with his Truncheon, and 
falutes you. 

This Statue put me in Mind of the Story of 
Roftcrufiui's Sepulchre, as told in the SpeElator^ in' 
which was a Statue of a Man, in Armor, fiting 
by a Table, and leaning on his left Arm. He 
held a Truncheon in his right Hand, and had a 
a Lamp burning before him \ at the firft Step, he 
flood bolt upright, at the fecond, lifted up the 
Truncheon in his right Hand, and at the third, 
with a furious Blow, broke the Lamp' in a Thou« 
fand Pieces. This, they tell you, was defign’d to 
Ihew Pofterity he poflels’d the Art of preparing a 
perpetual Lamp, and, at the fame Time, to de- 
ll roy it,, and thereby conceal that Myftery frdm 
others ; but the Defign of our modern Piece of 
Machinery was not fo deeply laid. 

From this Armory in Miniature, we went 
to . the grand Arfcnal of the City, which is well 
ftored with all Manner of Artillery, imall Arms, 
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and othef Utenfils of War, as well ancient as mo* 
dern. This Arfenal, I found, is under the par- 
ticular Dirpofition of the Major who accompanied 
me, and he has fKewn his Skill by the handfom 
Manner of ranging the fcveral Sorts of Arms, 
as well in the great Hall, where the Artillery is, as 
in a large Gallery, which encompafles it, and con- 
tains the greater Part of the fmall Arms, 

, From this Gallery, there is a Paffage into the 
Gymnajiumy or Academy, where we faw the Li- 
brary, and the Anatomical Hall, neither of which 
Contain any Thing very remarkable. And here I 
muft give you an Inffance of thofc falfe PunSHlios of 
Honour, of which I had been frequently told, and 
had fqmetimes found, the Germans'zxt fo full. Upon 
being (hewn the Anatomy of a Man, I heedlefly 
happen’d to fay, that Figure was Proof againft the 
whole Aft of War ; I immediately obferv’d the 
Major change Countenance, and iwell, and tho* 
good Manners got the better of his fuppos’d injur’d 
Honour, I perceiv’d it was fome Time before he 
could' calm the Tempeft rais’d in his Mind, by 
the Imagination of my having defignedly caft a 
Slur, upon his Profeflion, or prefered that of Chi- 
rurgery to it. From hence we went to the Raht~ 
haufz (or Senat houfe) which, as I faid in my former* 
is a large ancient Sru6fure, built in 1405. The 
lower Part, or Hall, out of which are Doors to 
the fcveral Courts of Juftice, and other Apart- 
ments, is fill’d with Shops for retailing Prints, 
Toys, Stationary and Haberdafhery Wares, of 
fcveral Sorts. The Courts of Juftice, and other 
Apartihentsi are very plain, and hardly decently 
enough furnifh’d for the Dignity of the Offices they 
are put to. The Outfidc of this Edifice is adorn’d 
with feveral Statues ‘ of 1 Emperors and Eleftors, 
as likewife thole of PlqtOt Arifiotle^ CicerVy and 
Other Ancients, 

F 2 At 
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A T one End of this Building, fcparatcd by a 
Street, is another public Edifice, the lower Part 
whereof being a Piazza, in which are likewife 
Shops, is made Ule of as an Exchange : But is 
not fo frequented as thofe of London and Atnfterdam. 
The Merchants refort thither only on Poll-days, 
and then .not in fuch Numbers, but that you may 
walk with Ealc, from one End to the other. Fron» 
the Exchange we went to the Cathedral, which is 
an ancient, but large and {lately Edifice. 1 was 
here agreably furprized to meet with an old Ac- 
quaintance of yours and mine : I mean the Reve- 
rend Mr, Cruftus, whom we formerly knew at 
London, in the Family of Monf. Schutz, the Han- 
noverian Minifter at our Court. He is now Super- 
intendant of the Lutheran Congregation in this 
City *, an Office little inferior to that of a Bilhop, 
or rather Dean of other Cathedrals j and of about 
icoo 1 . per Ann. Income, a large Revenue in thefe 
Parts. This Church, which is under the immediate 
Protcdion of his Majelly of Great-Britain, as Bi- 
lhop of Bremen . and Verden, enjoys great Privi- 
leges i and is very ancient. The firll Church, 
built by St. Wilbadus, Hood 270 Years ^ butt, in 
the Time of Befelinus, the fifteenth Bilhop of 
Bremen, Ann. 1042 , it was burnt to the Ground, 
by the Wickednefs of his Son, Edo. The good 
Bilhop gave all he had in the World to repair 
the Damage, and began to rebuild it •, but he died 
the Year following. His SuccelTor Albert, de- 
llroyed the Foundation he had laid, thinking it 
too fmall, and laid a larger ) and that he might 
not want Scone, caufed the Walls of the City to 
be razed, and the Stones to be employ’d for that 
Ufe : But going about the fame Time, to Rom, 
the Work lay ftill twenty-four Years. And the/ 
he afterwards refumed the Building of it ; he did not 
live to fee it finilhed but left that to his Succelibr, 

Litgt^rus 
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Limarus, the feventeenth Bifhop of Bremen^ about 
the Year 1090. Towards the Conclufion of the 
fourteenth Century, it likewife fuffered very much 
by Fire : And the Tower or Steeple was not re* 
beilt ’till 1446. It is now a (lately large Building, 
the only Church the Lutherans have, tho’ they are fb 
nupierous in this City, that they reckon near 20,000 
Coinmunicants. The Ecclefiaftical Jurifdidlion of 
this Metropolitan extended, for fome Centuries, 
over the three Kingdoms of Denmark., Norway 
and Sweden *, but they exempted themfelves from 
it towards the ConcluUon of the eleventh Century j 
when, at the defire of Ericus, King of Denmark^ 
the Pope erefted an Archbilhopric'at Linden, in 
Scania, and made all the Bifhoprics of thofe three 
Kingdoms Suffragans to that Metropolitan:' From 
which Time we find no Mention of any Archbi- 
.fliop of Hamburg, but only of Bremen. The City 
pi Bremen embraced the Doftrine of Luther in 
>522. ’But the Archbifhops did not ackriowledge 

At AuguJlane'CdniciSion ’till 1585. 

M Y Lahdord ' juft comes to tell me, it is Time 
10 fend my Letter to the Poft-houfe *, I muft there- 
'lore break off with affuring you, (dc. 

^ • ■ j 
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Letter IX. 

» 



SIR , Bremew. 

Concluded my laft with a brief Hifr 
torical Account of the Cathedral of 
Bremen : But J muft not omit mention- 
ing a Thing which is (hewn, to Strangers, 
as a Rarity, tho*, in Reality, there is 
little in it. They preferve, in a Yault under thi^ 
Church, five of fix Corps, which, tho’ they were 
depofited there fifty or more Years ago," without 
being embalmed, or the Entrails taken out, are yet 
intire and uncorrupted. The Skin of thefe Bodies is 
' hard, and, like a Parchment, fomewhat ffirivcl’d. 
I had the Curiofity to lift one of them up by the 
Head, and found it fo light, (hat I did not con- 
ceive the whole Body could weigh more thin ten 
or fifteen Pounds. One of thefe Corps, they tell 
you, ife of an Etiglifli Countefs, who, having led 
a diifolute Life, had the foul Difeafe, to fuch a 
Degree, t^t fhe was deem’d incurable, and was, 
therefore, fent to this Place, to end her Life pri- 
vately, without bringing a Blemifii upon her Fa- 
mily. That the Perfon died of the Difeafe, is 
not improbable ; becaufe, tho* the Reft of her 
Face is intire, a good Part of her Nofc is want- 
ing ■; But if Ihe really was of our Nation, we may 
fuppofe her to have been a Countefs of the Hun- 
dreds of Drury. 

But to give fome Account of this Matter j the 
, Vault in which thefe Corps are Ibewn, had not been 
open’d, in thirty or more Years after the laft was de- 
pofited > 
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pofited ^ ’till feme Years fince, on Occafion of puting 
up a new Organ, this Place was thought proper for 
the Artificer to call and fodder his Pipes in, as 
containing fo few Bodies, which, it was fuppos’d, 
were now fit for the Charnel-Houfe. Upon open- 
ing the Vault, and finding the Coffins entire, they 
were only put together in a Corner. After fome 
Time, one of the Workmen, being left alone, 
ekher out of Curiofity, or in Expedtation of find- 
ing fome Booty, loofenM the Lid of one of the Cof- 
fins, and finding the Corps, in the Manner I have de- 
fcribed, divulged it to his Companions, and upon the 
Matter being made public, the Reft of the Cof- 
fins were open’d, and the Bodies contain’d in them 
found to Ixi in the fame Condition. This, in the 
ignorant Times of the Monks, would have been 
cicem’d a Miracle of the firft Degree, which would 
iiave brought a Treafure to the Church; and the 
Pcrfbns, whofe Corps had been fo wonderfully pre- 
served, would certainly have been canoniz’d, what- 
-ever Circumftances of Life, they might have pafs’d 
$hro’; But in thefe happier Days, in which th? 
Tyranny of Prieft-craft is, in a great Meafure, 
abolifh’d, and every Man is allow’d to think for 
himfelf, we may account for it without the Expence 
of a Miracle. This Vault, being under one Corner 
ot the Church, has two Openings to the Church- 
Yard, with Iron Grates, thro’ which the Air con- 
tinually paffihg, it may reafonably be fuppofed to 
have gradually dried up the Moifture of thefe 
Bodies, without fuffering them to come to Putre- 
•fadloh. 

The other Churches of this City have nothing 
in them worthy our Notice. They are large, but 
ve^ plain ; with few or no Ornaments. 

It drawing now towards Noon, and the Major 
having engaged me to dine with him, we went 
Irom the Cathedral to his Hpufe, where I met 
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with a very friendly and handfom Entertainment, 
in the Company of three or four of his Acquain-> 
tance, whom he had invited to make it the more 
acceptable to me. After Dinner, being difpos’d 
to take a Walk, we order’d our Coach to wait for 
us at the Gajl-Hoff^ or public Hofpital, for the 
Poor, the Sick, the Lame or Decrepid, of both 
Sexes, and we went thither on the City-Wall or 
Ramparts, pleafantly planted with Rows of T rees', 
and a PafTage as well for Coaiches, as Perfons on 
Foot, from which you have an agreable View of 
the River, and the adjacent Country, 

The Hofpital, I Juft mentioned, is maintain’d 
partly at the Public Expence, arid partly by cha- 
ritable Contributions. At the Entrance, there is 
an Iron Cheft, with a over if, into which’ 

it is expeifted, that every one who comes to fee the 
Houfe fhould put a Piece of Mony, and the Per- 
fon who condudts you generally’ begins, to fet a 
good Example. I fhall not detain you 'with A 
Defeription of this Building,- which is large, and 
decently handfom ; tho* there feems, in the e- 
refling of if,' to have been' more' a View to Ufe- 
fulnefs and Conveniehey than Magnificence j which 
1 cannot but think much more commendable and 
confifterit j" than the throwing away im'menfe Sums,' 
to ereft Palaces inftead of Hofpitals, which fii- 
perfluous Sums, if rightly applied, might make - 
a Fund for the perpetual Maintenance of double, 
or perhaps treble, the Number of poor Wretches, 
who would willingly, and by much more properly, 
inhabit Barracks, or little Tenements, than fuch 
fuperb Edifices. - '' 

• The Order and Oeconomy of this Houfe, as 
far as I could get'an lnfight into it'^ is ' is commen- 
dable as the Edifice itfelf. A frugal Plenty of all 
Things ncceflary feems to reign in every Part of 
it ; ' and an exaa Order, even in the moft trivial 

' ' " ' ■ Things, 
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Things, is nicely obfervcd. As there are of both 
Sexes in this Hbfpital, they have different Quarters 
aflignM them : The Wards or Rooms, in which 
they ly, arc on one Side' of long Galleries, oppo- 
fitc to which are Windows, to let in the frefh Air, 
in moft of the Wards are two or more Beds, and 
they genially lay two Perfons in a Bed. The Bed- 
ding IS cleanly and’ decent,' arid the Wards are fur- 
hifli’d with feveml comfortable as well as neceffary 
ponvenienc^. The Kitchen, as well as the Uten- 
fils of If, and Servants attending it, appear with 
a Neatnefs not vdry common in Tuch Places ; and 
fhe Provifiohs are whole^me and^ good, fufficient 
but not fiiperfiuous. J could find Fault whh no- 
thing but the Bread, which I thought had too 
much the Hew of fVeJipbalian Pompernickel \ But 
I was told it was fuch as was eaten by the mofl 
reputable Burghers, for their common Table- 
bread ; Wheaten or White Bread feldom or never 
appearing in their Houfes, except for the Ericer- 
tainme'nt of Strangers, and oh high Days and 
Holidays ; ' on' whieh Occafioris it is efteemed as 
^reat a Dainty as Plumb-cake with us. They like- 
wife tell you, that thisBread i? mu6h more nourilbing 
find wholefom, ' than Wheaten, or even a finer Sort 
of Ryb-Bitad. But to return to our Hofpital : 
They have a ver^ handfom Chappel, in which 
Divine Service is regularly perform’d ; and as 
there are always a Number of poor Wretches, 
cither bedridden, or otherwife not in a Capacity 
to come to Chappel, fuch as thofc are all put into 
One large Roorn, where they likewife enjoy than 
Beriefit. ^ - • » ; . . . 

Adjoining, to this Hofpital, or rather a Part 
of the larrte ‘Edified, '' ii’ a Spinn-haufx (or Hpufe 
of Correction) riot only for fuch Criminals as arc, 
by Law, deem’d worthy of Corporal Punifhment, 
but for fuch diforderly Perfons againft whom there 
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is no Law, but what is difcretionary in the Judge 5 
Yuch as bad Wives or Huibands, unruly or difo- 
;bcdient Children, Spendthrifts, and the like : Thefc 
'are generally lock'd up in private Roo0s, and are 
maintain'd there, for 'as long a 'Time as is thought 
'tteceflary, atlhe Expence of their Eriends. There 
'are, at this Time, or h^ve been very lately (for 
fuch Prifoners arc hot fheym to any body, nor is 
it eafy tb know yrhen or how they arb'difcharg'd) 
under Confinement in this Houfe, a Gentleman of 
'Diftinhliofi, who having kill'd a jPerfon inadycr- 
tentlyj is ftut up ’here for Life', at the Defire of 
a Prince in the Neighbourhood,* whofe Subjeft he 
is; the Plea of Chartce-Medly,. not being adihited 
jn this Country : A younger Brother of Mr. TV— -'-r, 
Governorof the Prince of — s', who is confined 

■for having been top lavilh'of ' his Fortune; and the 

elder Brother of Mbrtf. v6H P », a Qentleman 

of Fortune at the Court of H who havihg 

been difinherited by his Father, for the fame Ac- 
count, and being ‘withal under a Siifpicion of Lvh 
nacy, is in a fair Way to fpend tte Remainder of 
his Days here. There is, ' befides thefe, one Qb- 
jedt of Companion', in this Houfe, at prelejit, ifbo 
.is expofed to the View of byiery one j I mean a 

young and beautiful Daughter of polonel TV 

who having taken a falfe Stef>, which brought her 
into a Condition fhe could 'not hide, is, by the 
unrelenting Cruelty of her Father, ri vetted to the 
Spinning-Wheel, in the' public Room, arnidfl 
common Proftitutes, Thieves and ‘yagabonds, nor 
have all the Interceffions of Friends', Relations and 
even Superiors, been able, in two Years' Time, to 
reverie the Sentence, which has' fix'd her'iinhappy 
Fate for Life. I had fome Talk with her, but 
would not put her to the BliiA; by feeming' tb 
know the Cjrcumfiances of her Family *, and to 
the indifterent Queftions I alk'd, * Ihe gave fuch 

" Anfwcrs, 
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Anfwers, as made me pity her Condition, and 
think fhe had fufHdenriy atton’d for her Crime. 

’'• The Difcipline which is kept! in this public 
Prabn is very ftrift ; for tho* it contains loo or 
more profligate Perfons, not an indecent Word is 
heard to come out of theif Mouths ; on the con- 
trary, their Talk -mailer, who walks about tlic 
Room, with Rod of Correftion in his Hand, is 
almoft continually finging of Ffalms and Hymns; 
in which they arc obliged to accompany him. In 
this Houfc, are likewife private iyt>artments for 
Lunatics,’ but they afe lock’d up from the Eyes 
if the World ; nor is the Difgracc of human Kind 
inade a public Speftacle, for the Sake of a fmaU 
Encreafe of the Revenue of the Houfe. 
"^Having thus fpent the beft Part of the 
Aftetrioori, ’ and Night drawing on, we return’d 
in our Coach, thro’ the City, to the Rahfs Keller 
(or Public Cellar) where I pafs’d the Evening in the 
fame agfeable Company I had enjoyed two. Nights 
before. One of the Society, who is a ^onfiderable 
Merchant, and a Member of the College or Coun-^ 
cil of invited me to dine with him, 

the next Dayi at his Houfc, in the New Town t 
and, on this Occafion, 'defirM the Company of the 
whole Society, My Entertainment there, with a 
Charader* of the Company, and their Behavior^ 
|hall be the Subjeft of my next, ^ill when, ' 
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at my 


Ri Br E M E K, 

H E Gentleman, who, as I told you 
in my laft, had invited me to dine with 
him, /ent his Coach to fetch the Major 
and me, according to ^pointment. 
Lodgings, Jn our Way to the New Town, 
which as I laid before, is feparated from the Old 
Cityv by the Riv« Wefevy we pals’d over a Bridge 
jof Boats,' which is thitf only Communication be- 
tween the two. At that End towards the Old Town, 
is a large and hanoiom Mill, belonging, if I mif- 
take not, to the Public, and there are feveral other 
fmall ones on the River near it. The New Town, 
which confihs chieBy of Gardens,’ with fmall Plea« 
iure-houfes, bdonging ' to the principal Merchants, 
and other Inhabitants of the old City, has larger^ 
and much more regular Streets than that, 'and they 
are moft of diem planted with Rows of Limes or 
Wild Chefnuts, which make it, taken all together, 
a very agreable Place. ' 'The j^nh^bitants who dwell 
conftantly there are 'moftly of the meaner Sort ; 
there are, however, fome handfom ftately Houfes; 
'which are inhabited Winter and Summer, and of 
thefe none more fo, than that to ^hich I was in- 
vited. It is a modern Brick-Building (a Thing 
not very commcin here), bn, fhe River Side : But 
what makes it the rhore agreable" ISj'^that it is well 
furnilh’d in the Infide, and does not conlift, as M 
very common here, of a mccr Outfide-Shew, with 
l^e wlute-wafh’d Walls within, and the Furniture 
■ ‘ only 
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Ctily a Table and Looking-glafsj with Chairs of 
feveral Sorts : The whole Houle, or as far as I faW 
of it, is genteely furnilh’d, and our Entertainment 
was as handfom, but egregioufly fuperfluous. 
When the firft Courfe, which confided of feveral 
Dilhes and AJfietteSy was fet on the Table, I con- 
cluded, by the Variety of it, that, with a Defert, 
was to be all j and accordingly I made my Dinner, 
as ufual, with a Difli or two I lik’d \ but how 
was I furprized, as well as mortified, to find the 
Table continually fupplied with frefh Difhes, for 
near four Hours together. The good Dame of the 
Houfc, who was by no Means fo agreable Conver- 
fation as her Hufband, but ceremonious even to 
Impertinence, was every Moment fending me Ben- 
jamin*s Portions of various Difhes, and feem’d to ex- 
prefe an Uneafinefe, that fhew’d fhe thought me guil- 
ty of ill Manners, if I did not, at lead, take Parc 
of every Plate that came from her Hands. This 
Manner of gorging their Gueds, with a Superfluity 
of Dilhes, and prelTing them to eat of every one, 

is, it feems, the Cudom of the Country, at all Feads, 
and cfpecially for the Entertainment of Strangers ; 
and that even in Families, who cannot fo well afford 

it, tho’ they fhould not have a good Meal in fome 
Weeks after. Our Hod was as free with his Wine, 
p his Lady with her Eatables, but not quite fo 
importunate: However, their ceremonious Man- 
ner of drinking, draws a Man infenfibly, and ai- 
med unavoidably, into taking a large Quantity 
of Liquor. As I was looked upon to be the prin- 
cipal Gued, the fird Glafs was a Bumper drank 
to me, by our Hod, to bid me welcome, which 
I could not but pledge in the fame Manner. I 
expeftad to fee the fame Ceremony to every one 
of the Gueds, and began to pity my hofpitabic 
Friend ; but found he, foon after, welcomed all the 
Red in one Glafs, and they having all their GbflTes 

fill’d 


^8 The German Spy. 

fill’d, pledg’d him at one and the lathe Time. The. 
third Glafs was by Madam, to my Health, which; 
wai followed, . immediately after, by a fourth, to 
the Health of' the whole Company, which was 
all Ihe, and a Couple of liidies more at the Table, 
drank. Our Landlord* then propoled the Health 
of his Right fland Man, b.ut was put in Mind, 
that a Health to. the Ladies was iirfl: required, and 
this, being back’d by the whole Company, was 
complied, with,, and each ofi.them remember’d 
fingly. ..This done, the Health of every one at 
Table went round, and were drank by the whole 
Company together, except the Perfon whofe Health' 
was in T urn, who, with great Ceremony, returned 
Thanks, afterwards, to the whole Company. Thus 
every one drank above twenty large Wine-glafles,‘ 
full; to the Brim, of Old Hodt during the Time 
of Dinneri 

The Table being clear’d, and the Ladies re- 
tir’d, our Holl, in Complaifance to me, began 
the King of Great Britain's Health, in a Crown^ 
Glafs (as they call it) or a Glais with a Cover,- 
holding near a Pint, which went round, every 
Man delivering the Cover of his Glafs to his next 
Neighbour, as a Token that he was to pledge him; 
Several other public Healths, relating to Great Bri-t 
tain, went round in the fame Manner, which oblig’d 
me to return the Civility, by propofing the Empe- 
ror, the Senat, and leveral other Healths, which 
more immediately regarded them. Our Hoft was, 
tfhdeed, fo Complaifant to tell me, he had thatValue 
ibr the EngUJh Freedom of Converfation, that I 
was entirely at my Liberty. However, as I had 
before tried both their Strength and my own, and 
found I was a Match for any of them i and, be- 
fides, believed it would be the only ceremonious 
Entertainment I fhould be prefent at, I refolv’d to 
iee them out. By this Time, you nTay imagine, 

a good 


Digitized by Google 


The German Spy.- 

a good Part of the Company were Ibmething more- 
than merry, and were in a fair Way to be cut off 
from the Society, had not a Reprieve, in Form of 
an Invitation from Madam, to drink a Dilh of 
Tea or Coffee, in her Apartment, come timely to' 
their Relief. 

W E all immediately adjourned thither, and found 
our Hoftefs had been fo Complaiflint to invite a 
good Number of her Female Acquaintance, to 
make a mix’d Affembly. The Room, which was 
pretty fpacious, was handfomly illuminated, and 
in the Middle of it was placed a large Table, co- 
ver’d in a beautiful Manner, with all Sorts of wet 
^d dry Sweet- Meats, Oranges, and dried Fruits. 
The Tea and Coffee was prepar’d at a large fquare 
'table, in one of the lower Corners of the Room, 
where three Servant-Maids, in decent and becom-* 
ing Habits, flood ready to ferve the Company, 
“the firfl Ceremony, which confifted of taking 
each of the Ladies by the Hand, inflead of dilut- 
ing them, being over, every one fat down, as 
Inclination or Chance led them, empty Chairs ha- 
ving been, as I imagin’d defignedly, left between 
the Ladies for that Purpofe. And now began the 
moft diverting Scene 1 had been prefent at, Cnee 
iny Arrival in this Country. The Gentlemen be- 
ing moft of them pretty warm, and of Courfe 
amorous, began to make their Addreffes, each 
to the Lady neareft to him : but it was on their 
Side in a forced and affeded Strain of Courtfhip, 
an odd CompoCtion, between innocent Freedom, 
and bridled Aifurance, and was received, on the 
other Side, with a fby Refervednefs, and, at the 
fame Time, forward Compliance, a Motly of 
Sandity and Libertinifm, like thofe Dames whim- 
fically deferibed by Hudibrasy 

Who, vntb one Handt tbruji JVoerfromf 

4dnd witb (be other full him borne 5 all 
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all whicTi together, made the Converfatipn a per-*. 
fe£t Comedy. Amidft th^s Divcrfion, I had, how- 
ever, the Mprtificatibn to find, I was gaz’d upon 
as the only Fool in the Company, for being a 
S?trangcr not only to the ceremonious Part of their^ 
Converfation, but, . in a great Meafure,"^ to their 
I^ianguage.' I imagine t behaved liKe a Country- 
Knight, among a Pajrcel of Gpflips at a Chriften- 
ihg, or a youn^ Squire, juft removed by his Mam-^ 
itia, from' the Nurfery to th6 Vifiting-Room ; not 
Knowing whither dr how to <fire£l my Difeourfe.. 
At Length,, an agreable young' Lady, in whpm 
1 had obferv’d an jiir degagi^ wliicli the Ladies in 
this Country are ^rfebtly unacquainted withy made 
ah Excufc to go out of the Roorfi, and when (he 
return’d, her Place being taken, fat herfelf down 
by me, and afk’d rhCy in French^ how I liked the 
Company. I foon perceived (he was a Freneb^No- 
man, and that (he was ready t6 burft for want of- 
an Opportunity of unbridling her Tongue, ancf 
giving Vent to the Obfefvatiohs I found (he was 
brim-tull of; I fooii gave her Fafe, By begining 
with fome I had made, after which (he difemjbp- 
gued with all the Freedom I could wifh, and I was 
as open on my Side. You may eafily irnagine, hardly 
any of the Company efcaped oiir Cenfure, either 
‘ for their Perfons, Drds, or Behavior. Among 
other SinguLarities, I could not but obferve one 
that to me appear’d very whimfical, which was, 
ihat as well the Ladies as the Gentlemen not only 
drank to one another’s Health in Tea and CofFce,’ 
hut wifh’d it to one another, at the Cuting ^ art 
Orange, or eating a preferved Pear or Plum. ^Aa 
our Converfation was pretty free, I imagin’d my 
Behavior might, without Offence, be the fame, 
and once offer’d to falute my (he Friend ; but met 
with a civil Rebuke, and was told, ^that hpwever, 
i^ady Ihc might b« to allow of that Liberty, and 

thinlc 
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think it no Stain to her Charafter, yet, with Re- 
fpeft to others, it would call fuch a Blemifti upon 
her Reputation, as might deprive her of the future 
Converfation of her own Sex: But (continued 

(he) obferve a little the Behavior of the(e pre- 
ci(e Prudes, who condemn a Kifs in public, 
whatever they may do in private, as a Scandal 
to Society ; fee what Liberties they allow the 
“ Gentlemen to take with their Hands, Arms, 
Laps and Waifts j What familiar Hugs and 
clofe Squeezes *, and judge by their Gefture, the 
“ wanton Roll of their Eyes, and the afFefted 
Simpering of their Lips, whether they are thofe 
^ cold, infenfible Ladies, they would appear to 
^ be. lam miftaken (added (he) if you Gcntle- 
men would not find an eafier Conqueft with one 
“ of theie prim Creatures, than with the merrieft 
“ finging, dancing, prattling Dame in Parisy or 
the moft forward Romp, in England, 

We fpent our Time, in this Manner, •till we 
were fummoifd again to the former Apartment, 
to Supper, whither the Ladies accompanied us. 
This Repaft was cold, and confided very properly 
i)f fome of the fuperfluous Di(hes, which were not 
couched at Dinner, with the Addition of a Couple 
of Wefl'phalia-Yhim^y a Sort of Bologna Saufages, 
which' they eat raw, and Lobfters. Supper being 
ended, as we were pretty near an equal Num- 
ber of both Sexes, and all feemingly inclined to be 
merry, I took the Liberty of propofing a Fiddle, 
and a Country-Dance : Our Hoft was unwilling to 
refufe me any Thing ; nor diirft he (as I afterwards 
heard) comply with my Requeft. A profound Si- 
lence therefore enfued, and the whole Company 
(cem’d thunder-ftruck at the Propofal •, but my 
agreable Damoifellcy whom I had taken Care to 
keep by my Side, and defign^d her for my Partner, 
fmiling, told me, that the Squeak of a Violin, or 

G an 
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an Outcry ot Murder, were equally terrible to the 
lanftified Sinners of this City ; that a Dancing-r 
matter, if any fhould venture among them, would 
be ettecmM a more dangerous Animal than a Town-. 
Bull j that neither Mufic nor Dancing were allow’d 
by their Prietts, even at Weddings, and that when 
any had been fo bold to break thro* this facred 
Rule, they have been fure to be cenfured from, 
every Pulpit, and to be avoided by their Neigh-! 
' hours, at leatt publicly, as People of abandon’d 
Principles, with whom it would be dangerous to 
converfe. I was glad to withdraw my Propofal, 
and the Ladies foon after retiring, the greater Part 
of the.Company got innocently drunk, rather than 
to involve themfelves in the Guilt of dancing to the 
Tune of a Fiddle. Before we parted, one of the 
Company invited us all to dine with him, the next 
Day, where we were entertain’d much in the fame 
Manner*; and this fecond Feaft was produ6live 
fubfequently of a third, a fourth and a fifth, and 
would probably have gone the whole Round ; but 
as I found myfelf in Danger of being kill’d with 
Kindnefs, at the fifth Entertainment, I call’d for 
a large Glafs of Wine, and drinking a Cup of 
Thanks to the whole Company, declar’d that I 
had taken a Place in the Hamburg Pott- Waggon, 
for the next Saturday (it being then ^hurfday ) ber 
ing obliged to be, the Monday following, in that 
City. It was with Difficulty they confented to 
part with me fo foon, having formed feveral Parties 
of Pleafure for my Entertainment : But finding my 
Relblution fix’d, at my preffing Inftances, they at 
Length confented to except of my Foy, the next 
Evening,, at the Cellar ; ’till when 1 have lock’d 
myfelf up to write you this Letter, and, as my 't'ra- 
velling-<Jompanion was obliged to leave me fome 
Days before, I have actually befpoke a Place ia 
the Pott- Waggon, which departs to-morrow, about 

Noon, 
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'Noon, for Hamburg ; from whence 1 will trouble 
you, foon after rny Arrival, with the Continuance 
of my Adventures, being in the mean Time, as 
cv^er. Sir, 

P. S. I fhould have told you, that, between the 
fecond and third Entertainment, I made an Elope- 
ment for three Days, to fee the ancient and famous 
.City of Oldenburg^ which is but five German Miles 
'from this Place, In my Way thither, a German 
from Bremen I pafsM thro* Delmenhorji, the 
Capital (fuch a one as it is) of a County of the fame 
Name ; but now little more, than a poor miferable 
Village. It was built by Qlto the II, Earl of Ol- 
denburg ^ in the Year 1247, on the River Delme\ 
and belonged to that County, *cill the Year 1334, 
when, by Agreement between the two Brothersj 
John XI, and Ghriftian IV, it fell, together with 
a certain Diftrift of Land, which from the Town 
was call’d the County of t>elmenhorJl ^ to the Share 
of the latter. It was once united to the Bifhopric 
of Mmfier for a Time, but being reftored to the 
Houfe of Oldenburg^ remain’d fo ’till both Counties 
fell to the Crown of Denmark. In 1711, it was 
mortgaged to the Eleftor of Hannover.^ but re- 
deem’d with Part of the Mony King George paid 
that King, for the Duchies o{ Bremen and Verden. 

OLD EN BU RG is a pretty large City, on 
the River Honta^ which falls into the ff^efer^ 
fortified with a Wall and a Ditch, the Capital 
of a fine and ancient County in fVeftpbalia^ which 
was known by that Name, in or foon after 
the Time of Charlemaign *, JValpertus^ Earl of 
Ring^eim, Grandfon (or as lome Hiftorians will 
have It, Nephew) * of IVittekind^ who died in the 

• This Difference in Hiftory proceeds probably from 
Uncertainty of the Signification of the German Word Enche!^ 
which is ufed indifferently to lignify cither Grandfon or Ne- 
Pbew. 
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Year 856, being the firft Earl of Oldenburg^ and, 
in Honour to his Countefs Althurgis^' on\y Daughter 
of the Earl of Lefmona or Leftbem^ having built 
a Town on the Wefery which he called AUhurgi 
or Oldenhurgy and from that gave Name to the 
whole County. From this JValpertus defeended 
the ancient Earls of Oldenburg y* in one continued 
Line, for tw'enty-threc, or, as fome fay, twenty-four 
Generations, ’till it became extVnft Anthony • 
Gunther^ who died in 1667, without Male- heirs. 
After his Death; there were feveral Competitors 
for the Succeflion, which,' however, fell at Length; 
together with the County of Delmenhorfty'XO the 
King of Denmarky partly by Sentence of the Im^ 
ferial Court, and partly in Confideration of a Sum 
of Mony, and fome Places in Holflein, given as 
an Equivalent to the Duke of Holflein^Ploen, 

They tell you a very odd Story of one of their 
ancient Counts, call’d “ 0 //t?,who, in the Year 967, 
“ being on the Chafe, and opprefs’d with Thirft; 
‘‘ cried out ; Acb Gott ! wer nur einen kv^^en Crunch 
battel (Would to God I had a cool Draught!) 
“ Upon which a Hill, call’d the Ofenbergy that 
lay before him, open’d, and a very beautiful 
Damfel, richly clad, coming out of it, ap- 
proach’d him, and offer’d him fomething liquid, 
‘‘ in a Veffel, of the Form of a Hunting Horn* 
** pf Silver gilt, and curioufly wrought, telling 
him, if he drank it all out, Happinefs would at-i 
** tend his Family. The Earl had the Pfefence 
of Mind, ' to throw out the Liquor over , his 
“ Shoulder, and turning his Horfe about, rode 
away with the Horn, upon which the Damfel 
“ retir’d, to the Hill, which clos’d upon her ; and 
“ it afterwards appear’d, that where any of the 
Liquor had fallen upon the Horfe, the Hair 
was, as it were, fcalded off, to the very Skin*. 
“ This Horn was afterwards fliewn, for fome Hun- 
dreds 
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dreds of Years, as a great Rarity, in the Kc- 
fidence of the Counts of Oldenburg, f 
i In the Year 1676, the very Day that the Inha- 
bitants o( Oldenburgf which was firft built by 0 //j 
the Greats were to have taken their firft Oath of Al- 
legiance to the King Denmark^ this City was almoft: 
wholly confumed by Fire. There are now feveral 
handfom public Buildings in it, which I vifited, as 
the Churches of St. Lambert^ of the Holy Ghojt^ 
and of St. Nicholas^ the Caftle, where the ancient 
Earls refided, the Town-houfe, Chancery, Arfenal, 
Stables, But I faw nothing in them fo re- 

markably curious as to deferve a particular De- 
feription. 


■ f This Horn j or what they 'call foj is ftill prefervM in the 
King of Denmark's Chamber of Rarities at Copenhagen, at leaft 
I faw it there, in 1 720. It is not in the Form of a Huntings 
but rather of a Sow-gelder’s Horn : Nor is it of Silver-gilt» 
but rather Gold, of a bale Alloy, or a Mixture of feveral 
Metals : Tho* thofe that will have it to be fupematural tell you, 
that the greateft Artiils, affer re-iterated Trials, have not been 
able to make any Compofition of known Metals, perfedly 
agreing with it in all its Qualities. On the other Hand, 
thofe who will not give into the Fable tell you, this Honi 
Was made by Order of Chrijlian I, King of Denmark, in Ho^ 
nour to the three Kings or V/ife Men of the Eaft, whole fiip^ 
pofed Names, Cafpar, Melchior and Balthafar are wrought upon 
it Be this as it will, the Horn they now fhew you, is of 
curious Workmanlhip. Round the Rim, are the Words 
0 Mater Dei, memento mei ; and, at the fmaller End, is the Fi- 
^re of a Damfel, holding a Label, on which are the ancient 
german Words ; Drinc al ut. (Drink it all out.) 
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Letter XL 



SIR , Hamburg. 

U R s u A K T to what I wrote you in my 
laft, I left Bremen,, and came in the 
common Poft-Waggon for this Place. 

What they call a Poft-Waggon, which 

is the ufual travelling Carriage in Germany, ran- 
not be more adequately defcribed; than by com- 
paring it to a Country Dung-Cart, with Boards 
nail’d a-crofs it for Seats ; fome of which Seats 
have Backs to them, about a Foot and a half 
high, but others are without any •, and to thcfe 
blcffed Vehicles was I confined for twenty-fix or 
twenty-feven Hours v curfing, at every Jolt, the 
Stupidity of the more ancient Germans, who could 
think of no better Conveniency, for the Accom- 
modation of Strangers, and the Folly of the pre- 

fent Race, who will be A s, for no’iwher Rea- 

fon, but bccaufe their Fathers were A s before 

them. We left Bremen between one and two in 
the Afternoon, and came about feven in the Even- 
ing to the firft Stage, call’d Ottersburg, a Fortrefs 
or Pafs on the Borders of the Stifft (Bifhopric) or 
Duchy of Bremen, three German Miles from, the 
City of that Name. We were fix in Company, 
feated on three Seats, two and two, behind one 
another, and the Waggon was befides fo loaded 
with Goods, that we had hardly Room fo fet our 
Feet in ; infomuch that when we came to alight, 
I was fo crippled, I could hardly put a Foot to 
the Ground *, and was already ib fatigued with this 

Way 
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Way of travelling, that I fhould gladly have ftaid 
behind, if the Poft-mafter could have given me 
any Hopes of procuring me a more convenient 
Vehicle the next Day. 

We were allowed about an Hour to refrefli our* 
felves, and then were pack’d up again in two 
Waggons, lefs, and confequently more inconve- 
nient, than the former : But Patience was here a 
Virtue. We were hardly fet out, when it began 
to rain very hard, and continued to do fo ’till wc 
arrived at the next Stage^ which is three long Ger- 
man Miles, at a Place call’d Clojier Savcn^ and 
as we had only two miferable Boor*s Horfes before 
our Waggon, it was near two in the Morning 
before we got thither. We aliglited at . a Hovel, 
which they call’d the Poft-houfe, little better than 
that I defcribed to you as my firft Lodging in 
ff^eftpbalia. We look’d like fo many half drowned 
Rats, and I, for my Part, not being ufed to this 
Way of travelling, nor lb well provided for it 
as my Companions, Ihould have been in a wdVfe 
Pickle than the Reft, had it nor^en my gcod 
Fortune to be placed at the left Hand of a good- 
natur’d bulky Female, who fiting to Windward of 
me, . nor only fcreen’d me from a good Part of 
the Rain, but let me partake of fome Convenien- 
cies (he had to Ihelter her from the Weather, which 
I . was glad to accept of, tho* under the Mor- 
tification of certain Circumftances I Ihould hard- 
ly have put up with at another Time. 

W E found a Wood-fire,^ in the Middle of the 
Hovel, but the Waggons, with Paffengers from 
Hamburg for Bremen^ being come in before us, it 
was fo befet, that we were little the better for it ’till 
they were gone. Wet as I was almoft to the Skin, 
I could gladly have lain down on a Trufs of Straw 
fpread on the Floor •, but was told wc muft mount 
again in lefs than an Hour. However, I no fooner 
got a Seat by the Fire*Side than 1 fell afieep, and 

G.4 was 
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was not a little difpleafed, when difturb*d by the 
Squeak of a Poft-Horn, a little Brals inftrument, 
of about eight Inches long» twitted alraoft like a 
French Horn, which tho’ otherwife mufical enough, 

I now thought the moft difharmonious Sound I ever 
heard. We departed between three and four for 
the next Stage, call’d Boxtebude, being four Ger- 
man Miles, upon Waggons, if poflible, worfe 
than the former. The Rain continued, but we 
baited about half Way, for an Hour, at a Hovel,^ 
where, at the Expence of about a Penny each, we ' 
had an Opportunity of drying . ourfelves. We 
came to Boxlehude, a little City, on the River Efs^ 
formerly fortified, but now in a ruinous State, about 
ten. We ftaid only to breakfatt, and then went 
down this fmall River to the Conflux of it with 
the River Elb for Albis) at a Place call’d CrantZy 
about a German Mile from Boxtebude. Here we 
took another great uncouth Boat, with a large high 
Sail, which tho’ only to carry over a few Pauengers 
and fmall Goods, was big enough for a Ferry, and 
might have carried twenty Ton. In this Boaty 
we only crofs’d the River Elb. to a Fifher-Town,. 
call’d Blankenefe^ in Fanijh Iloljietny which is but 
two little German Miles from Hamburg. 

The whole Country, from Bremen to the Banks of 
the Elby is the Duchy of BremeUy hoxx^i by the late 
King George of the King of Denmarky who took it 
from the Swedes in the lalt Northern War. This Part 
of it is moltly Heath, and has the Appearance 
of a poor barren Country'; but the reft of it, to- 
gether with the Principality of VerdeUy transfered 
to King GeorgCy at the fame Time, is, as I am 
inform’d, a very fertile Country, and particularly 
produdive of very fine Fruit, of all Sorts. The 
Banks of the River, on that Side are very low, 
and would be frequently overflown, were k not 
for artificial Banks or Dikes. On the other Side, 

the 
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the Banks are naturally very hJgh^ fronY fomething 
below this Place quite to Hamburgh 

The £/i, in this Place, is near an Englijh Mile 
broad, and has the Appearance of a fine, noble 
River : But I obfervcd our Boat, tho^ flat-bottom'd, 
was obliged to go a great Length downwards to 
avoid a Sand, in the Middle of it. As ft>on as 
we came out of the Efs^ into the Elb^ we had a 
fine Profpeft of the famous City of Hamburgh 
which, with its fix very high Steeples, makes a 
grand Appearance^ At our Landing, we found 
a larger and more convenient Waggon than any 
we had hitherto had, ready to receive us, which 
carried us in about an Hour and a half to Altenay 
a pretty large open Town, belonging to the King 
of Denmark^ a little Englijh Mile below Hamburg'*^ 
It being Sunday^ and during Afternoon’s Service, wc 
Were obliged to wait here, as I had been at Bre- 
fneny ’till the Gates of the City were openM, after 
Service. I foon began to form a different Idea 
of the Inhabitants of thefe Parts, from thofe of the 
Place 1 came from : For inftead of that formal 
affefled Sanflity which appeared in them, here 
Libertinifm feem’d to ride triumphant. In the 
feveral Public Houfes we pafs*d bv, and in par- 
ticular that we (topp’d at, were Mufic, Dancing, 
Nine-pins and all Manner of Diverfions, info- 
much that the whole Place had the Appearance 
of a Fair. We had not been there above an Hour, 
before we Were made fenfible, that the Gates were 
open, by the Shoals of People who came flocking 
out of the City to partake of thefe Diverfions, which, 


• That the Reader may not be deceived by Monf. Voltaire'% 
Account of this Place, in his Lift of Charles XII, King of 
Sweden^ it may not be amifs to obferve, that our Author juitly 
calls it an open Town below Hamburgh as it is, and not 
above Hamburg and fortified, as that otherwife ingenious Au- 
chor, by Mift^, affirms. 
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i found afterwards, were not allow’d in the public 
Houfes, in Town, tho’ in private HoufeSj nothing 
is more common : But more of that below, 

T H £ Space between ylltena and Hamburg is 
quite open, and Very pleafant, with agreable Walks 
on the left Hand, and the River, at the Foot of 
very high Banks, on the Right. The Walls and 
Fortifications, which ly open to view, are cover’d 
with Grafs, and planted with feveral Rows of 
Trees, one above the other, which make a de- 
lightful Profpeft, and are befides fo high, that 
the Churches only, but none of the Houfes, are 
fceh, ’till you come within .the Gates. Being en- 
ter’d the Town, we pafs’d thro’ feveral large 
Streets, of poor Houfes, and feemingly very mean 
Inhabitants, chiefly Jews : This, I was told, was 
the new Town. When we came into the Old City, 
which is feparated from the former by a Canal only, 
we found both the Houfes and the Inhabitants make 
a better Appearance, but the Streets narrow and 
crooked. Our Waggon drove us to the Bremen 
Poft-houfe, from whence I was condudled by a 
Man, who carried my Baggage on a Wheel-bar- 
row, to the Houfe where I was recommended to 
lodge, call’d the Little Englijh Houfe^ to diftin- 
guilh it from another call’d the Great Englijh Houfe ^ 
where the Society of Britijh Merchants have their 
Public Meetings and Chapel. This Little Englijh 
Houfe is fo far from being little in Faft, that it is 
efteemed the beft Houfe of Entertainment for Stran- 
gers in the City, and, being under the Protedlion 
of the BritiJfj Society, is allpw’d to fell all Manner 
of Liquors, which all Public Houfes afe not, and 
is free from all Taxes and Duties to the Town. 
This privileg’d Houfe has formerly been always 
kept by Englijh-men^ put in by the Society, but 
the Perfon who now keeps it is a French man^ for- 

' " merly 


« 


Digitized by Google 


The German Spi gi 

V 

merly Brigadier Sutton's Steward, and his Wife a 
Flanderkin. 

I FouNDj notwkhftanding it Was 5a«i^-Even- 
ing, the Houfc was full of Company, and feveral 
drinking in a Public Room, where I might have 
made one : But as I was fatigued, I chole to retire 
to my Chamber, and having befpoke a Supper, 
defired my Landlord’s Company, who entertain’d 
me very agreably with his Converfation, and an 
excellent Glafs of French Claret. Among other 
Things; I made Enquiry if the Britifi) Society was 
numerous ; what was their Manner of Living, and 
what Kind of Reception they gave to Strangers > 
His Anfwers to thefe, and fome other Queftions I 
put to him, concerning them, were in Subftance 
** That the Britijh Society of Merchants* Adven- 
“ turers, eftablilhed in this ‘City, had formerly 
** been very famous, as well as numerous, and en- 
joyed great Privileges, which had been granted ' 
“ them lo long ago as the . Reign of Queen Elizc^, 
“ beth, when, they having an cxclufive Privilege 
“ of exporting the EngUfly Woollen Manufaflures, 
“ their fettling in Hamburg was of great Service 
tp that Republic, and their Favour very much 
“courted: But that, fince this Branch of Trade 
“ was laid open to all Foreigners, by Aft of Par- 
“ liament, in King PFUUam's Reign, they were 
“ dwindled away aimoft to nothing : That they 
“ were not, at this Time, above fixteen or feven- 
teen, of which not above one half were Houfe- 
“ keepers ; That they, however, yet enjoyed the 
“ fame Privileges (an Account of which he refer- 
“ ved to a more convenient Opportunity) and liv’d 
in great Reputation y but converfed chiefly a- 
“ mong one another, and were very fhy and jea- 
“ lous of Strangers of the Engltjh Nation, unlels 
“ they came recommended to them : That if my 
Bunnefs -was Trade, and I had any Concerns 
' . • “ with 


9 




,■ # 

V * 4 f 


P2 

» * M 


The G E ]R. M A N S p' r. 


with them, I would.be admited into thrir Intf^ 
h macy, and treated very handfomly :./But that^ 
otherwife, I might as well break my HeacJ as 
n\y Faft arnong them : That they had,-, howi- 

ever, a Chaplain, one Dr. ?V- s, a very^.io- 

V ci;ible and, worthy G 9 ntleman, whofe Acquain- 
ts tance wpufd be wbrth my feeking. He, likcr 
•s wife, told .me, that there is a firitijh Envoy. 

ss in this City, ^C — — I W Efq; a very po^ 

♦s lite Gentleman, who, if I was an Englijh-man^ 
as he^look,rhe to be, would ^xpedbl fliould 
ss wait on him i offering, at th^ fame Time, his 
♦s Service, to cohduiS me thither; the next Morn- 

•S jOg; j ^ ^ , 

.As I found, by this Narrative, that .I,.wa? nor 
like to have much Cpnverfation with , my Country-^ 
men, and had my Reafons, which I peed not tell 
you, 'for not making niyfelf known to Mr. 

1 tofd ,rriy Landlord, 1 was a HigbGerman^ but 
had liv6d many Vears in England^ and was now 
going, afcef a yerV long Ablence, to fee my ,na-. 
tive Country again, having, fince 1 left it, vifited. 
mod of the Countries in Europe^ and fpent fome 
Time in every one of them. : That I was no Tra- 
der, nor did I feek the Company of Englijh 
Nation in particular : That 1 traveled for the Im- 
provement of my Underftanding, and not of my 
Elftate : That I fliould be obliged m him if he 
could recommend me to the Acquaintance of any 
fober ftaid Gentleman, of univerlal Knowledge and 
Learning ; and that it was equally indifferent to 
uie what Nation he was of. 

M V Landlord, with a feerhing Joy, anfwered^ 
he had a Cuflomer would fuit me to a Hair ; but 
the Point would be how to get into his Converfa-* 
lion. What (replied I) is he fo difficult of Accels^ 
or is his Quality fo fuperior, that it would be at 
Prefumption iu me to aim at it ? Not fo (an-»* 

fwered' 


Digitized by Google 


The German Spy.' 


9 ^ 


y fwered my Landlord ) but lie is fo fparing of 
his Words, that, tho’ he has conftantly frequent- 
ed my Houfe, once a Week, for near two Years, 
I have hardly ever heard him pronounce three 
y Sentences.** What Reafon'then ( fiid I) have 
you to think this tacitufn Gentleman would be for 
my Purpofc ? “ Becaufe ( replied he ) I am in- 

^ formed he has fpent above thirty Years of his 
Life in continual Travels, not only thro* all 
Parts of 'Eutope^ biit even in the mod diftant 
‘‘ Regions of the known World. I am (conti- 


nued he) his Agent 6r Faflor in this City •, for 
^ he lives at fome Miles Diftance, in Danijh HoU 
Jlein: ' His Letters come all directed to my 
*<fc^Houfe, and he has frequently large Parcels of 
‘‘ PapeVs, Books, and other Things fent him from 
England^ Holland^ France^ Italy y and other Parts, 
which he is fo cartful of, that I am caution’d 
not to truft them in any One*s Hands but my 
♦‘‘own, and am obliged, on fuch Occafions, to take 
“ Horfe or C@ach, and to go out to him myfelt, 
♦♦ for which he pays me generoufly. When I am 
admired to his Prefence, which is not always, 
♦♦ I find him immured with Books, in the Midft 
of a copious Library, with great Numbers of 
Mathematical, Aftronomical, and other Inftru- 
♦♦ ments, many of them not known in this Coun- 
“ try, about him. He is a Angle Man, but has 
“ a large Family of Servants, of both Sexes, mofl: 
“ of them Foreigners, who arc feldom feen abroad, 
“ and converfe very little but among themfelves. 
“ His Angular, but expenAve, Manner of Living, 
“ his extenfive Charity and Generofity, his great 
“ Knowledge and Succefs in Phyfic, he having 
“ a Perfon for that End in the Houfe with him, 
“ who goes by the Name of Dotfor, and who not 
only gives his Advice, but difpenfes Medicines 
“ to all that conie, and have the Appearance of 

“ Want, 
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“ Want, gratis : Thcfe Circumftances, I fay; 
with that of his not being poifefs’d of any 
known real Eftate, but the Houfc and Gar- 
den where he lives, and following no Bufinels to 
fupport this great Expence, give Occafion to 
“ the common People to think him a Conjurer, 
and that he deals with the jDevil: And others, 
not quite fo ignorant, imagine he has found the 
Grand Secret, or the Philofopher’s Stone* He 
comes conftantly every Saturday to my Houfe, 
and, having performed his Devotion, at one of 
“ the Lutheran Churches of this City, on Sunday^ 
returns in the Evening, or Monday Morning, 
^ and he was but juft gone when you came to my 
“ Houfe. In good Weather he rides, and fomcr 
times walks, and in bad comes in his Coach ; 
but hardly ever mifles coming. When he has 
done his Bufinefs in Town, on Saturday Even- 
ing, he always takes his Seat in my public drink- 
“ ing Room, at a fmall Table, hardly big enough 
‘‘ for more than onci where he fmoaks his Pipe, 
“ and drinks his Bottle, without fpeaking a Word 
‘‘ to any one ; and if, by Chance, any of the o- 
ther Company drink bis Health, or direft 
their Difeourfe to him, they are fure to meet 
‘‘ with no other Return but a Nod, a Shake of 
‘‘ the Head, or a Shrug, for which Reafon he is 
generally diftingui(h*d by the Name of the Dumb 
Man, and is never difturb*d unlefs now and then 
“ by a Stranger. He is obferved to be very at- 
tentive to all public Difeourfe, and fometimes 
‘‘ to take out his Pocket-Book, and write : But 
if he finds the Company upon Bufinefs, or cau- 
tious of being over-heard, he takes a Book out 
“ of his Pocket and reads. He never calls, for any 
** Thing, but has his Winks and Signs, which n^y 
Servants underftand ; and when he is difpofed 
“ to retire, at the Signal given, the Boy takes his 

Candle, 
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Candle, and he follows, without taking the leaft 
Notice of any one: He never asks for any 

Reckoning, but when he goes away lays down 
“ a Ducket, and a Sixteen-penny Piece for the Ser- 
“ vants, which is generally ‘ double what he has 
“ ipent.. I give him an Account ot what I lay 
“ out for him once a Month, and he always adds 
“ a Prefent to the Payment. With thefe Singula- 
“ rities (added my Landlord) you will probably 
“ take him to be a furly, morofe Philofopher, or 
‘‘ a Man-hater ; but he is the very Reverfe of it ; 
“ he is certainly a great Lover of all Mankind*. 
“ feems always pleafed, and looks upon every one 
with a beneficent Smile. He enjoys a perfedt 
State of Health, and the Vigor of Youth, in' 
“ an advanced Age 

Here my Landlord ended his Narrative, and 
you will eafily imagine how defirous I was to be 
atauainted with this extraordinary Perfon : I 
delircd him to befpeak a Coach, to go out the 
next Day, to endeavour obtaining Admitance 
to him ; but he advifed me to ftay till the next Sa- 
turday ^ and firft take a View of his Perfon and Be- 
haviour, after which we might think of the proper- 
eft Method of geting into his Company. I com- 
plied with his Advice, tho’ I was fenfible I fl'^ould 
think the Time long, and refolved, in the mean 
while,'* to divert myfelf, as well as I could, without 
feeking much Acquaintance. I vifited, the next 
Morning, the moft noted Coffee houfe, kept by au 
Italian^ called Gallic where there was a handibni 
Appearance of fafliionable Company ; but \ found 
their Meeting there was only to play at Billiards, 
or Tables, read the News, or fpend an Hour in 
Coriverfation, without the leaft Sign of any Bufi- 
nefs being tranfafted : And, I am told, it is 

the fame in other Coffee-houfes, of which perhaps 
I may make fome Mention in a future Letter : 

But 
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But ihallnow conclude with Aflurance.of my be- 
ing moft fincerdy, 6?^. 


Letter XII. 

S I Ry Hamburg. 

* 

N Order to 'pafs my Time as agreably 
as rcould,**till I fhould have an Oppor- 
tunity of feing the learned Gentleman my 
Landlord had told me of, I enquired 
'what public Diverfions this Place afforded, and was 
told there was every Monday ^ IVednefday and Tburf- 
day\ a very good Operdy the Property of which was, 
dt this Time, vetted in Mr. the Englijh 

Envoy, and the Management left to one of his &- 

cretaries, our Country-rnan, Mr. L d. I invi- 

ted my Landlord to go with me, and expedled to 
have been diverted more with a Sight of the Com- 
pany, than with the Dramay being ’told the Price 
of the Pit was but halt a Dollar, ' or about 2 s. Ster- 
ling. I was, however, deceived, and found it far | 
exceed my Expeftations. The Houfe is large and | 
handfom ; the Stage very long, and. as I concei- 
ved, at the largeft Opening, not muen lets than a 
Hundred Foot deep •, broad proportionably, but 
two low for the Length, and the Declivity too* great. 
The Pit is beautiful and convenient, in the Form 
of an Amphitheatre, with a Space between that 
and the Orcheftre of about ten Foot broad, for 
Gentlemen to walk and converfe, and fo much low- 
er than the Amphitheatre, that, tho^ they (land, 
they do not intercept the Sight of the other Spefta- 
tors. And at one End ot this Space is a Sort of 

Shop, 
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Shop, where Coffee, Tea, Liquors, and other Re* 
frcdiments are fold. There are two Rows of Boxes> 
one above the other, but both too high, and a Gal- 
lery over them. Excepting the middle Front-Box, 
and two Side-Boxes, neareft the Stage, with two 
Balconies over the Ends of the Orcbejlre^ the Reft, 
in both Rows, are divided into fmall Family-Boxes, 
for four or fix Perfons, which are let, fomc by the 
Year, and others by the Day. The Front of the 
Stage opens, in a grand Manner, with a double Por- 
tico, one over the Orchejlre^ and the other over 
about eight or nine FoQt of the Stage, inftead of a 
Sound-board. The inftrumental Mufic was good, 
and the Voices, tho* not comparable to ours at the 
Hay-market^ were far from being defpicable. The 
Habits were tolerably good, and the Scenes beau*- 
tiful, and in greater V ariety, than I remember to 
have feen on any Stage. I foon perceived the Com- 
pofition of the Mufic to be of the inimitable Mr. 
Handel (who, itfeems, formerly playM the Thorough- 
Bafs, in this Opera^ for three or four Shillings a Time) 
and I fancied I knew the Songs. Upon buying the 
Book, I fcxind the Opera to be Julius Ccefar in 
Egypt^ as reprefented at the Kihg*s Theatre in the 
Hay-market^oi which, I perceived by the Dedication, 

Mr. L d had tranflated the Recitative into Ger-- 

mm Verfe, and left the Songs in Italian^ in Order 
to retain Mr. HandeVs Mufic in them, tho* 
the Recitative was entirely new fet, according to 
the Tone or Accent peculiar to the Language : In 
the fame Manner as was pradliced in the Hay-mar- 
kety with great Succefs ; *till the Audience refol- 
ved to facrifice every other Parc of the Pleafure ot 
a good Play to that of their Hearing, or rather, to 
the Vanity of being pleafed with nothing but what 
was foreign. What was wanting in Voices was 
fufficicntly made up in the Fourheria della Scenay ( the 
Knavery, or trickifh Part of the Drama) as Mr. 

H Addifon^ 
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Addifon^ I think, ibmewhere calls it, which is rai- 
led to a great Height here, efpecially in fplendid 
Entries, and great Variety of Dances, properly 
enough introduced : Befides which, we were enter- 
tained with a whimfical Intermezzo^ fet to Mufic, 
between the A6ts, reprcfenting the Adventures of 
an Old Man who married his Chamber-maid. In 
the Whole, the Evening’s Entertainment was very 
agreable and diverting ; and pleafed me fo well, 
that I refolved to fpend more of my Time there. 
The next Piece I faw, on the Wednefday following, 
was a Tragedy wholly in the German Language, 
and fet to Mufic by a German Compofitor, Mr. ^eU 
lemaUy Dircdlor of the Church-Mufic of this City. 
The Subje<3: was taken from the Spanijh Hiftory, 
being the Story of a King of that Nation, whole 
beloved Confort was wrongfully accufed, by her own 
Son, of Adultery. The Words of this Opera were 
not, as generally with us, a mere dead Letter, or 
Vehicle to convey the Mufic to our Ears ; the Paf- 
fions feemed to be finely wrought up in the Poetry, 
and as naturally exprefs’d in the Mufic, a Thing 
feldom or never regarded in the Italian Operas \ 
but which has a very great EfFed upon the Mind, 
efpecially if accompanied with Adtion. 1 muft, 
for my Part, confefs, this Drama had as great an 
Efted on me as any of our excellent Tragedies, and 
it was hard to fay whether the Poet or Compofitor 
had the greateft Share in it. There was one Scene, 
which I thought the tendereft and moft afFeding 
I had ever feen. The innocent Queen, the Night 
before her intended Execution, defires an Interview 
with the King her Hufband, as the laft Favor flic 
has to alk, not to fue for Pardon, but to indulge 
her Sorrow in a doleful Farewel. The King was 
perfuaded of her Guilt, and fully bent to let her 
fufi'er the Death, he thought, flie had deferved : 
He abbor’d the Criminal, but had yet the Remains 

of 
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of the tendered Affeftion for the Wife ; and, after 
a long Conflifl: between Love and Honour, he con- 
fents to it. The melancholy View of a mourning 
Chamber, diveded of all Light but two dim Can- 
dles on the Table j the Queen in Widow^s Weeds ^ 
her Submiflion and Refignation ; the apparent Strife 
in the King’s Bread, between Love and Anger 5 the 
former of which foon prevail’d, and broke thro* 
^11 the Art made ufe of to conceal it i All thefe 
Cireumdances, I fty, heighten’d with every Thing 
that Poetry and Mufic could add to them, and ac- 
companied with a fuitable Adlion, concur’d to raife 
the tendered Compaffion poflible in the Bread of 
the Audience. But what mod affefted me, and, in 
tny Opinion, deferv’d the utmod Applaufe, was 
the Conclufion of this tender Scene, where the Com- 
jX)fitor had (hewn his exquifite Skill and Judg- 
ment, in diverfifying the three lad Words of a 
DueUOjfung by them, nocb einmahl fahrewol (once 
more farewel) in fuch Manner, that what with the 
Repetition of them, on both Sides, with proper 
. Paufes, fill’d with Mufic perfedly adapted to the 
Subjeft, they laded fome Minutes, and thereby gave 
the Adtors all the Opportunity they could wifhj 
to difplay their Skill, and the Audience a fufficient 
Time to indulge that noble Paffion, which the pre- 
ceding Incidents had raifed. Tome, I mud own, 
this fingle Scene was worth more, than a whole life- 
lefs Italian Opera ; nor do I think it poflible for the 
utmod Skill of the Poet, to raife the Paflions to 
fuch a Height, as this fkilful Combination of Po- 
etry and Mufic can ^effedt. It is well this Letter is 
to come into no other Hands, than your own ; I 
might, otherwife, be look’d upon, as a Fellow of a 
Very odd Tade, or rather no Tade at all. What ! 
Tome might be apt to fay, give the Preference to 
Mufic fee to Words, which are a perfedt,Contra- 
•dtdtion to Mufic^ and fufficient to dedroy all 
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Harmony : But even this is a vulgar Error ; the 
High German is no fuch difharmonious Language, 
but that a fkilful Poet, who knows any Thing of 
Mufic, may find Words as proper to be fet to it, 
as in Italian : And I defy any Italian to point out to 
me harfher Sounds in the German^ than I will fhew 
him in his Mother-Tongue. I was again at the 
Opera laft Night, where I was entertain’d by a 
Piece of as odd a Compofttion, as, I think, I ever 
faw. It was call’d Die verkehrte IVelt^ or the 
World turned I*opfy-turvy^ a Comic Opera. I foon 
found the Idea, and perhaps the principal Scenes, 
were taken from a French Piece, call’d Le Mond 
Ren^erse ; but it feem’d to be more particularly 
adapted to the Circumftances of the Times and 
Place; and, if I may be allowed to judge by the 
Lcjoks and Behavior of the Audience, was not 
without perfona! Satyr. The Mufic was as lingu- 
lar, as the Subjed, and the whole whimficaly, tho’ 
nonfenficaly diverting. I am, 



Letter XIII. 

S I Rj Hamburg. 

S I had heard a very favorable Chara- 

der of Mr, L d^ I had fought every 

Evening in the Opera, an Opportunity 
of gecing acquainted with him ; and 
the laft Time, I was there, a very conr 
venient one offer’d. Towards the Conclufion of the 
Dramas I was Ihewn him firing on a Benchat the 
Coiiee Shop ; and, as there was Room on the fame 
Bench, for another, I immediately took Poffeflion 
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of it. We had not fit long, before an Incident in 
the Play gave me an Opportunity of afking him a 
Queftion, which I did, \n French^ and from thence 
we fell into a farther Difcourfe, which Lifted ^till 
the Curtain drop’d. I then beg’d the Favor of his 
Company to fup with me, at my Lx)dgings: But a 
young Gentleman of his Acquaintance, who had, 
in the mean Time, join’d us, propofed going to 
the Rahfs^ or public Cellar ; defir’d to be of the 
Party, and offer’d his Coach to carry us thither. 
As I had not yet feen that Place, I made no Diffi- 
culty to accept the Offer, and we repair’d thither 
accordingly \ having, at our going out of the O- 
pera-houfe, met with a French Merchant, I had 
ibme Knowledge of, by his dining at the Ordinary, 
where I lodged, whom we took with us. The 
Gentleman, I firft mention’d, to whom I (hall give 
the Name of Nardino^ was, I found, a young Mer- 
chant, juft return’d from his Travels, with a corn- 
pleat Cargo (to ufe the mercantile Stile) of all the 
Vanities, Follies, and Vices of the Countries where 
he had been, as his Drefs, Air, and Difcourfe Ef- 
ficiently Ihew’d. When we came to the Cellar, I 
found it not like that at Bremen^ with a great Num- 
ber of Steps to go down to it 3 but a low vaulted 
Entrance, with an eafy Defcent, to what may more 
properly be called a Cave. Having call’d for a 
Room, our firft Compliment was, that as well ail 
the private Boxes, as the public Rooms, were full, 
and that we could have no Place, unlefs we would 
go into the Hangman’s Room Upon this, we 


f The Hangman is not allow’d to go into any Public Houfe, 
or Company, without pulling ofF his Hat, and, after having 
declar’d >yho he .is, alking Leave But he has the Liberty of 
going, at all Times, without any Ceremony, into this Room, 
which is public for every Body, whatever Company be in it, 
and the Drawers are oblig'd to ferve him. 
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were preparing to feek other Quarters, when, a 
Company happening to go away, with much Diffi^ 
culty, we were allowed to fuccced them the Draw- 
er telling us, he did not know whether he could an- 
fwer it, there being three Companies w'aiting, at a 
neighbouring CofFee-houfe, for Rooms, However, 
all his Rhetctfic could not perfuade us to give up 
the Pofledion we had taken. We, therefore, call’d 
for a Quart of Old Hock * *, but the Drawer, to be 
even with us, let us fit near half an Hour without 
bringing us any Thing. I found our young Gen- 
tleman particularly uneafy : He chang’d Counte- 
nance, begun to fwell, and, at length, burft our, 
with a ^.elles Beks ! Parbleu^ M^ieurSy a Man 
cannot temoigner his Refpeft to his Ami^ with a 
Verre du Vin^ but thefe Goujons give you all Manner 
of Defagremens *, A Paris^ Mejjieurs (ah la char- 
mante Paris !) \\ di Canaille of a Drawer dares to 
treat you de telle Manure^ CorUeu^ votis n' avez, 
afaire^ but to give him a Pirouette down Stairs, 
with a Coup de Pied, Thus he run on, for near a 
Quarter of an Hour, in a Jargon half German and 
half French ^ by which I found our young Tra- 
veler, if he had acquir’d no other Knowledge in fo- 
reign Parts, had gain’d the Advantage of forgeting 
his Mother-tongue *, a Thing indeed but too com- 
mon with the Germans^ tho’ they do not ftir out of 
their own Country *. At length, our Drawer 

came. 


^ It is become fo common a Thing, ovt^ dXi Germany^ to 
lard their Language with French, Italian, and even Latin Words, 
that tho’ a Man has taken never fo much Pains to make himfelf 
Mailer of the Tongue, if he docs not poflefs thefe Auxi- 

* liaries, at the fame Time, he is not much the nearer. This ridicu- 

• Jous Cuftom prevail’d firft among People of Faihion, from them, 
as cuftomary, deicended to the Merchants and Tradefmen, and, 
at length, got hold of the Vulgar. It had once pretty much 

tainted the Works of the Learned : But the ingenious Authors 

of 
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came, and, feting a Quart-Rummer on the Table, 
reftcd with both Hands upon it, and flood ftock- 
ftill, flaring us in the Faces. For my Part, I could 
not but be furprized at the Fellow’s Stupidity, as 
well as ill Manners *, Mr. L — I found, fmil’d, 
and Nardino look’d angry ; and thus the Scene 
continued, for fome Minutes, ’till Mr. L—d put 
an End to it, by giving the Churl a Piece of 
Mony{upon which he retir’d) and toU me, he had 
a Mind 1 fliould fee the Humours of the Place, or 
elfe he had difmifs’d him fooner, it being the Cuf- 
tom here to pay for every Glafs of Wine, as it is 
brought in, . It was not long, before we had ano- 
ther Inflance of the Politenefs of the Rahils Keller 
of Hamburg -y for the Wine proving meer Hog- 
wafh, the Bell was rung, and the young Merchant, 
in an angry Tone, afk’d the Drawer, how he came 
* to bring us fuch miferable Wine : His Anfwer was 
very ready, that it was fuch as other People drunk y 
andy if we did not like it, we might fee where we could 
get better y and with that left us without any farther 


of the Patriots have now pretty well lham'd them out of it, as 
well by their Precepts as Examples. 

Our Author is far from exaggerating the Matter, in his Sam- 
ple of the young Merchant’s Jargon, I believe I can’t give a 
livelier Idea of this egregious Folly, and the Force ol Cuilom, 
than by tranferibing the firft Period of a Letter written to me, 
by a German of great Dillinftion,. and a Perfon w ho abounds 
in good Senfe and l^earning too. 

Monlieur, 

Ich bin obligirt fiir die Communication dero fchdn inuentirte //- 
Tuminationen, und will nicht allein, fo bald diefer 'curieux Ou* 
v'ipage gentzlich ache^irt ijly die Ernptetie feibcr machen, fondern 
auch, diirch meine Recommendation y ihnen alien mdglichen 5^- 
CQurs leiilen, und die Sutfeription encouragiren. Schrei ben fio 
mir nur wie viel Pieces die ColleTiion enthaiten wird, und wie 
bald fie gedcncken agreables j^mufemens voilig recueilUrt zn 
haben. 
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Ceremony. Mr. L- hereupon ftep’d out, and, 
returning immediately, told us we fliould foon be 
better ferved j this was a Novelty, he was, like- 
wife, willing I (hould fee. Soon after, the fame 
Drawer came, to fetch away the Glafs, and, at his 
Heels, an elderly Man, with an Afpeft of Autho- 
rity (whom I afterwards found to be the Head- 
fervant, or Steward of the Place) with a large 
Rummer of Wine, holding a Gallon, which, he 
faid, he believ’d would pleafe us. He was defirM 
to let us fee he was not afraid of tailing it himfelf, 
upon which he drank our Healths, and then retir’d 
very civilly, without flaying for his Mony, as the 
other Looby had done. This, I afterwards found, 
.was a Compliment to me as a Stranger. The 
Wine was, indeed, excellent, and, being in fo large 
a Quantity, upon* fhaking the Glafs, gave a Fla- 
vor ro the whole Room. In fhort, we lik’d it fo 
well, chat, having got a Dilh or two of Meat 
drefs’d, at a neighbouring French Cook’s, we made 
fhife to empty the Glafs thrice. After Supper, my 
Friend, the French Merchant, at my Defirc, gave 
the following Account of the Oeconomy and Singu- 
larities of this public Tavern. “ This Cellar (faid 
“ he) with the Stock in and appertaining to it, 
which is much larger, than that you mention’d 
‘‘ of Bremen^ and, perhaps, the largeft in Europe y 
“ belongs to the Public, and the Profits arifing 
. from it, which are very confiderable, are appli- 
‘‘ ed to the public Ufe. The Wine, good or bad, 
“ young or old, be it a dear or a cheap Year, is 
always at the fame Price, viz. 14^. a Quart. 
“ And this is one Reafbn, why you have fekiom 
“ any good Wine at all here. Not that I belittve 
they brew their Wine with any worfc Liquor, 
they can hardly have any Thing elfe fo cheap ; 
“ what I mean by bad Wine is young, hungry 
“ Wine, of the worfl Growths, which tftcy buy 

for 
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for a Trifle. They have their Faftors on the 
“ Rhine^ who buy their Wine in great Quantities, 

“ very often ftanding, and make it themfelves, and 
“ frequently, in plentiful Years, they have a full 
Cafle for an empty one. In ftiort, as they have 
always a prodigious Stock, they have no Occa- 
fion to buy, but when they can buy cheap 5 they 
‘‘ always buy for ready Mony, and fend their 
“ Wine, down the RJoine^ to Rotterdam^ and, 
‘‘ from thence, without landing it, by Sea hither. 

' “ By this Means, their common Draught, fuch as 
our firfl: Glafs was, does not (land them, one 
‘‘ Time with another, ’ in 2 a Quart. They call 
“ it all old Wine, and, to make it appear as fuch, 

• tho^ it very feldom exceeds the Age of a Year, 
or at moft two, when a Drawer is order’d to 
bring a Pint or a Quart of old Wine, or what- 

‘‘ ever the Quantity be, (for they fell all in Rum- 
mtrs) he firfl: goes to a Cafk, which always lies 

• at the Entrance into the common Vault, on the 
left' Hand, and draws from thence two, three, 

“ or more Spoonfuls of a black Barcelona^ or 

• cant Wine, which not only gives the Colour you 
“ obferv’d, to the Wine that is drawn upon it, o- 

therwifealmpftas pale as Water, but likewifethc 
Tafte of Strength and Age. The Management 
“ of this Cellar (or rather Infpedion over it) is in 
one of the Burgher-mafters, three Senators, one 
“ Ober- Alter ^ and three Burghers : But the imme- 
‘‘ diate Diredion is in the Steward (or, as they call 
“ him, Captain) of the Cellar, who has 2 d. out 
of every Quart of Wine that is fold, for which 
he furnifhes Firing and Candles, Bread and 
■ Cheefe, which they give gratis *, pays Servants 
“ Wages, and maintains them : And the Vent is 
fo very great, that the Stewards get Eftates out 

• of it. It is not alone what is drunk jn the Place, 
“ but the vaft Quantities chat arc lent for to pri- 

Viite 
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vate Houfes, and even to public Houfes, none 
being allow’d to retail any Wine, of the Growth 
of the Rbine^ or adjoining Parts of Gernumyy 
except this and one Houfe more, unlefs it be 
bought of them : But what occafions the greateft 
‘‘ Vent, is the Cuftom of making Prefents in Wine, 
upon all Occafions, where a Prefent in Mony 
would not be fo decent. Thus, when any one 
“ is elefted Burgher-mafter or Senator, or to any 
other confiderablc Office, it is cuftonury for 
every Friend, Relation, Acquaintance or I>e^ 
pendant, to fend a Prefent of Wine, of ten, 
twenty, or forty Gallons, more or lefs, to the 
Perfon,ele£led, which, with fomc, amount to 
feveral Thoufands of Galloiis* In thefe Cafes, 
the Wine is not fent in Specie, but Notes entic- 
ling the Bearer to fuch a Quantity of Wine, and 
‘‘ thefe Notes are not only always valid, tho’ they 
fhould not be prefented in twenty Years ; but the 
Pofleffors may, at Will, have any Quantity en- 
dors’d from them, even a fingle Quart, if de^ 
“ fir’d, tho’ the Note fhould be of 40 Gallons : 
Or they may, allowing 2d in a Quart, receive 
‘‘ Many for their Notes ; which I fuppofe is done 
‘‘ to have it thought their Profit is not fo exorbi- 
tant. Their Pretence for demanding Mony for 
** their Wine, when brought in, is, that as feveral 
“ Companies fit in the public Rooms, at one and 
the fame Time, it is impoffible, they fhould keep 
“ an exadt Account, which might give Occafion 
to People to go away without paying. I belie ve, 
however, this Cafe would very feldom exift, and 
if it did once in a Month or two, I think that 
‘‘ trifling Lofs fhould be bore with, rather than an 
Indignity put upon every one who comes hither 
“ to fpend his Mony. This cannot but be very 
diftafteful to all, and more particularly to Stran- 
gers, who are not accuftomed to fuch Ufage : But 

‘‘ there 
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there is another Thing, which is yet more difa- 
‘‘ grcable, I mean the Badnefs of their common 
“ Draught, as I have obfervM already : Not but 
that they have the bed of Wines, of all Ages 
and Growths, and will fell you, in Quantities^ 
“ to what Price you pleafe, and very well worth 
“ your Mony : But as their Rule js, not to fell for 
more or lefs than 14^. a Quart, by Retail, you 
muft be contented with what Wine they think fit 
“ to give you; and there is no coming at any bet- 
“ ter, unlefs the Steward order it, in Complaifance 
to a Foreigner, for their Credit^s fake, or you 
happen to have any Intereft with him •, or elfe 
by a Method which is, indeed, daily pradilifed, 
“ to the great Scandal of the Place, and indeed 
of the City ; 1 mean by an exorbitant Fee 'to 
‘‘ the Drawer. Nothing is more common, than 
for a Burgher, who has a Mind to treat his 
Friends with a good Glafs of Wine, to flip a 
Crown, or fometimes a Ducket, into a Drawer^s 
“ Hand, and perhaps be bit at lafl: : And I myfelf 
have frequently paid 14J. for a Quart of Wine, 
‘‘ and given a rafcally Boy twice the Mony to give 
me what was fit to drink. This it is, that makes 
‘‘ them fo faucy, to treat People in that rude Man- 
ner you was a Witnefs to, and this, with other 
“ the like Mifmanagements, occafion’d a Perfoii 
‘‘ of great Diftindtion to tell a Senator, at his own 
“ Table, their public Cellar was fo fcandalbufly 
“ managed, chat he would fooner fpend his Mony 
in their Hangman’s Houfe, than there. 

I H A v E feen a humorous Defeription of this ri- 
diculous Tavern, its Guefts and Management, by 
Mr. L in Hudibraftic Verfe, begining thus : 

In Hammon’s Cell^ where every Sorty 

High^ Low \ Richf Poor ; Greats Small 7 Tfort ; 

Where 
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' Where Lawyers^ Merchants and Pbyficians ; 
Pimps ^ ' Brokers^ Hangmen and Muficians \ 
T^ale-bearer$y Dupes, and Politicians, 

Meet to change /even Pence for Mud, 

' And chew o'er News, as Cow on Cud : 

Where Clamor, and eternal Squabble, 

Pafs for good Senfe, for Wit,' meer Babble, 

' L^fi Nigbf J took my Place at Table, 

Where "Ungues were Jpoke more than Babel ; 

V ^ » 

H E then goes on to give a Delcription of the 
Guefts in the public Room, their Converfation and 
Behavior, and the fame of the Drawers, and the 
Oeconorhy of the Place ; but as he makes every one 
fpeak in his own Tongue, almoft every Line is 
in a different Language,' and fonietimes two or 
three in one ; which, without a particular Knowr 
ledge of the Perfons and Circumftances, would be 
unintelligible ^ I fhall, therefore, leave you to form 
an Idea of the Place, by the Account my Friend 
gave me, as above. ■ ' ' ' / - 

I WAS furpriz*d to fee and hear, that fo wife a 
Body as the Senat of Hamburg could ftiffer fuch Ir- 
regularities, in a Matter that fo nearly concerned 
them ; and could not but, on this Account, greatly 
prefer the Management of the ' public Cellar 
at Bremen to this. Before we parted, ‘ Nardino 
told us he had obtain’d Leave for us to ' fee 
the Vaults ; which Permiflion, I, however, after- 
wards heard, coft him' a Ducket, and, when we 
came to pay, we found he had paid the Reckoning 
too, and would not fuffer any of us to pay our 
Club •, which, by the by, if I had been a Trader, 
would not have eftablifh’d his Credit with me 

* If I may be allow’d to guefs at the young Merchant, our 
Author here means, he had a confiderable Eftate left him by a 
covetous Father, who would hardly allow himfelf Necefiaries, 
which he more than run thro’, in about three Years Time, and 
lias now, with the Help of his Friends, a Commilhon in th<s 
Xing of Poland*^ Army. 
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But as to our Vaults, I muft confefs, as much as I 
was furpriz*d at the Singularities, and ill Manage- 
ment ot this fubterraneous Tavern, no Icfs was I af- 
tonifhM at the prodigious Stock of Wine (hewn me, 
in monftrous large Cafks, cfpecially as our Guide 
told me, they had feldom lefs than twenty other 
Store-Vaults, for fome of which they paid near 30 /. 
a Year Rent. We were allowM to tafte of feveral 
Cafks of what they cal Pd their choiceft Wines, 
which were, indeed^ extraordinary, and rrvore par- 
ticularly one Calk, which was faidto be above 100 
Years old : But what pleas’d me moft was, that, at 
every Glafs which our Guide gave us to tafte, he 
told us not only at what Place on the Rhine it grew, 
but in what Year« I took Occafion from this to 
afk him, whether he had this Knowledge from any 
Mark on the Cafk, or from the Tafte j for he al- 
ways tafted himfelf firfl:. His Anfwer was, that 
he knew it by both, and that there were People on 
the Rhiney who would tafte a hundred Cafks of dif- 
ferent Wines, one after another, and tell you the 
Growth and Age of eaclv. Of this he gave us fome 
particular Inftances ; one of which, for the Hu- 
mor and Singularity of it, may be worth your hear- 
ing, tho’ other wife it has pretty much the Air of 
Fable, 

T w o of thefe nice Palats being tatting a Cellar 
of Wine, both pitch’d upon one and the fame Cafk, 
of about fix Hogfheads, which had all the good 
Qualities they were looking for 5 but both, at the 
fame Time, agreed it had a peculiar Flavor, which 
they could not account for : One faid it had the 
Tafte of old Iron, but the other would have it ra- 
ther to be that of Leather. They bought, how- 
ever, the Piece, and upon drawing the Wine off, 
into fmaller Calks, a Key with a Leathern Thong 
was found at the Bottom of it. Rifum teneatis^ A- 
tnici ! 
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The Hamhurghers were not (b'nice Tafters, iri 
an Inftance, that is faid to have happen’d feme 
Years ago in that City. An Apprentice belonging 
to a noted Vintner, being miffing, was fuppofed to 
be run away, ’till, fome Months afterwards, a large 
Calk, which held feveral Pipes, and had been fill’d 
with Canary, being empty and to be clean^^d, his 
Skeleton and Cloaths were found in it. It was re- 
jnemberM afterwards, that the Boy had been, the 
Day he was miffing, in that Calk to clean it, and 
that he had the fame Morning a Quarrel with a 
Journy-man, who died foon after ; and it was, 
therefore, fufpefted he clos’d the Ebor of the Calk, 
and ftified him, by burning Brimftone at the Bungi 
But the Reafbn of my mentioning this Story is 5 be- 
caufe it is laid, that while this Calk was drawing, 
the Wine was fo eftcem’d, that none of the Vint- 
ner^s Cuftomers would buy any other : But then they 
fnuft not have been fiich nice Tafters, as our Key 
and Thong- men. You are at your Liberty to be- 
lieve or dilbelieve either of thefe two Stories: I 
give you them, as they came to nie> wittout af- 
firming to the Truth of either. 

As I propofe to ftay here fome Time, I defer 
giving an Account of the Place, till I can give you 
a compleat View of it, at once. In the mean Time, 
the Subjeft of my next may jpoffibly be. The Life 
and Adventures of a Dumb rhilofopher. I am, 
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L E T T E R XIV. 


SIR , Hamburg. 

H E Saturday, I waited for with lb 
much Impatience, being at length come, 
having placed myfelf in a lower Room, 
I faw my Philofopher alight from his 
Coach about three in the Afternoon, and 
having made a Signal, which conjured up a Piece 
of Bread, and half a Pint of White Wine, he took 
them ftanding, and immediately went out again, 
without giving me an Opportunity of accofting him. 
This firft View, fhort as it was, encreas’d my De- 
fires, and the Hopes I had of enjoying the Happi- 
nefs of his Acquaintance. I obferved a certain Je 
ne feat quoi in his Countenance, which gave me in- 
finite Pleafure, and heighten’d my Expedlations: 
Love and Efteem, the firft Principles of Friend- 
Ihip, at once commanded my Attention. I order’d 
my Landlord to let me know when he was feated in 
his ufual Place, and as I was fenfible the beft Way 
of captivating the Minds of Perfons, who are fin- 
gular in their Way of Thinking, is to fall in with 
their Humors, I re folved to place myfelf near him, 
to watch his mbft minute Aftions, and to imitate 
them, with the greateft Exaftitude I was capable 
of. 

About eight, in the Evening, my Landlord let 
me know he was in the public Room ; I immedi- 
ately went down, and found him feated in the Man- 
ner I had been before informed. There were feve- 
ral Companies, in the fame Room, at different Ta- 
bles, 
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bles. On one Side of the little Table, at which 
this fingular Gentleman had placed himfelf, was a 
Bench, of which he had taken Pofiefiion, and, as 
foon as I enter’d, without taking Notice of any one, 
I toc^k a Chair, and fat down on the other Side, 
The Servant coming in, at a Signal given by him, 
a Bottle of Wine, Pipes and Tobacco were fet on 
the Table, and upon my repeating the fame Sig- 
nal, I was ferved in the like Manner. I continued 
to follow him in every Thing, with a feeming In-, 
attention : When he took up a Pipe, fill’d it, laid 
it down again, drank a Glafs of Wine, began to 
fmoak, and the like, I immediately did the fame. 
This, I obferved, difcompofed him a little at firft, 
and I found he took every Opportunity of my turn- 
ing afide, to view me narrowly •, but withdrew his 
Eyes, when he perceiv’d I took Notice of it. I, 
hereupon, began to conceive Hopes, he would foon 
break Silence. But he was not long before I per- 
ceived he had overcorrie this little Uneafinefs, and 
recovered his former ferene Afpedl, In this Man- 
ner, we fat near two Hours, without making any 
Shew of being pleafed or difpleafed with one ano- 
ther’s Company, ’till our Bottles being near empty, 
I was apprehenfive 1 attempted to wafii a Black- 
tnoor white : But upon the Signal being given, and 
repeated by me, for a frefh Bottle, my Hopes re- 
vived ; and I obferved twice oi' thrice, that he 
fmiled, and feemed to have (as the Vulgar term it) 
Words at the Tip of his Tongue; but thefe were 
but fhort Sallies of a Mind undetermined, and he 
as often retreated to himfelf again, 1 triumph’d, 
however, at laft, when, at near twelve o’ Clock, 
the reft of the Company being gone, and our (c- 
cond Bottles almoft empty, he at once, with a grace- 
ful Smile and Countenance, broke out in the fol- 
lowing Words, which he direfted to tnc, in the 
French Idiom •* 
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S X R ( faid he ) I perceive you are a Sttan- 
ger, and therefore fpeak to you in French, the 
univ^erfal Language of Travellers, which I pre- 
fume you underftand: ** To carry on the Hu- 
mour, 1 anfwer’d him only with a Nod i Sir 
('continued he) I mull confefs you havcoUt-dontf 
“ me in my own Way, and I admire it the more 
“ in you, as in me it is the Refult of many Years 
** Thoughts and Reaforiing with myfclf : But in 

‘‘ y(Hi, at Icaft, if I may be allowed to judge by 
your Age, it is hardly of fo long a (landing ; 
‘‘ may I prefume to afk you your Country 
This Queftion almoft puzzled me ; I had told my 
Landlord I was a German ; but fear’d to fay the 
fame to him, left he (hould difcover me by rriy 
Speech : I had, however, the Prefence of Mind, to 
. anfwer him, without Hefitation, that I was a Swifs ; 
a Nation, which, tho’ they generally underiland 
German 9 fpeak it very corruptly, and I thought the 
Progrefs I had made in that Tongue might enable 
me to imitate their Jargon^ by larding my Dif- 
courfe with a pretty many French Words, tackM 
to German Terminations, an affedled Way, which 
prevails as well in Switzerland^ as in Germa- 
ny. “ I left my native Country ( continued I) 
' “ youtig, and have been many Years abfent, in 
feveral Parts of Europe ; bi;t have fpent much the 
greater Part of my Time in England \ I have 
been before in Germany y in the Suite of a Public 
Miniftcr, who went from the Court of Great Bri* 
‘‘ tain to the Imperial Court ; I am now going a- 
. gain to Vienna, in my Way to 7/^^/and have ta- 
ken this Route, for the Opportunity of vifiting 
‘‘ this Part Germany : And as for my Tacitur- 
nity, on which you are pleas’d to compliment 
me, I think myfelf obliged, in Honour, to 
undeceive you, and tell you it is a meer bor- 
rowed Mask. As 1 propofe to fpend fome 

1 ‘‘ Weeks 
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Weeks here, I defired my Landlord to recom- 
** mend me to the Acquaintance of fomc Gen- 
tleman of Learning ; upon which he gave iilc 
‘‘ a Skitch of your Charafter, and it appear’d to 
‘‘ me' in fo amiable a Light, that I refolved 
“ upon this, I hope innocent, Stratagem, to 
“ break your accuftomed Silence, and open a 
Way to your Friendfliip : I have fucceeded 
“ in the firil Part of my Attempt, and it now 
“ depends upon your Goodnefs to crown the Re- 
‘‘ mainder of it with the fame Succefs*’. 

I found he was a litttle fluttered upon my 
mentioning our Landlord’s having, infomeMea- 
’ fure, dilcovered him ; but it was foon over, and 
with that pleafant Look, which is fo natural to 
him, he replied: 

I Should not, Sir, fo cafily have pafs’d 
‘‘ over the Liberty afTum’d by our Landlord, 
without feme Shew, at lead, of Refentment, had 
if not procured me the Happinefs of being 
acquainted with a Gentleman, whofe generous 
‘‘ Olibr of Friendfliip I gratefully acknowledge 
and accept, and whofe Way of Thinking feems 
to be fo confonant to my own. I lhall en- 
“ deavour to make a fuitable Return, and as 
your Franknefs reqtiires the fame Unreferved- 
“ nefs in me, I fiiould even now give you an 
“ Inftance of it, were not my Story too long to 
“ be told at a Time of Night, when Nature 
‘‘ feerns to call us to Reft ; But I promife you 
ample Amends, if you will favour me with 
your Company at my Houfe in the Country, 

. oh "Tuefday next.” 

I ACCEPTED of his Offer, and he promis’d 
to fend his Coach to fetch me, early in the Morn- 
ing. After feveral ProfelTionsof a future Friend- 
fliip had pafs’d between us, our dumb Philofo- 
pher, having found his Tongue, to the Surprize 

as 
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as well as Joy of the whole Family, ordered the 
Servants to light us to our Chambers, and, in a 
friendly Manner, wifh’d me, as well as our Land- 
lord and Landlady, a good Night. I faw him, 
the next Day, at the common Table, where we 
dined ^ but wx had agreed not to know one ano- 
ther, fo I had no farther Difeourfe with him, at 
this Time. 

The next Day, after Dinner, the greater Part 
of the Company being gone, w'e, who remain'd, 
fell into a Difepurfe upon the Caufes of fo fre- 
quent unhappy Marriages ; and one of us obferving, 
that it was very often occafioned by the Indifcre- 
tion of the VVife, in not being careful to behave 
with that goPd Hurhour and Complacency to the 
Hufband, as to excite in him a Pleafure in being 
at Honie, ahd enjoying her Converfarion ; ano- 
ther gave us an Inftance of the fatal Confequen- 
ces attending a fallen Behaviour in a Wife, which 
had lately happen'd within his Knowledge •, and 
is fo Angular, that I am tempted to give it you* 
as neat as I can, in his own Words. 

‘‘ T o R V A ( faid he ^ a beautiful young La- 
dy, of a confiderable Fortune, was married to 
Amiandery a Gentleman, in every Refpeft, de- 
“ lerving of her. Never was Pair, in Appearance^ 
“ more equally matched, nor did there ever feem 
a fairer Profpeft of a happy Marriage : But 
“ all thefe plcafing Hopes were fruftated, by a 
“ Sullennefs of Temper in "Torva^ which, in her 
“ Maiden State, was taken to be a too aufterc 
“ Virtue and Modefty, that Amiander*s good Hu- 
mour would foon wear off ; but which, after 
Marriage, difeover’d itfelfin an ill-natur'd Pride, 
“ and haughty AfFedtation of Superiority. This 
“ occafion'd firft an IndifFcrency, and afterwards a 
Coldnefs, in Amiander^ who was all Life and 
Gaiety. Torva^ who did not want good Senfe, 
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could not be long a Stranger to this Coldnefs 
of her Hulband, and the more flic was convin- 
ced of it, the greater was her Sullennefs of B‘e- 
h^viour’towardsJiim ; which heightened his In- 
differency, and that, of Courfe, her ill Hu- 
mour; *till, by a mutual Diffatisfaftion, which 
daily encreafed, they both conceived, as they 
thought, a juft Hatred, one to the other. , 

“ JMUNlDERy hereupon, grew weary of 
his Wife and Home, and, to (both his Unea^ 
finefs, fought other Company more fui table to 
his own gay Temper. This he foon found in 
the Acquaintance of Levifdy the Daughter of a 
Country- Gentleman, whofe Eftate was conti- 
guous to a Houfe he had in a neighbouring 
Villa. She was not indeed to compare with 
T^orvay either for Youth, Wit or Beauty *, how- 
ever, by her fprightly Behaviour, (he foon got 
the Afcendant fo far over him, ihatthe could not 
be eafy out of her , Company. 

“His good Senfe made him fdmetimes refleft, 
that this Courfe of Life muft> at Length, end 
in his utter Shame and Ruin ; and be feveral 
Times rcfolvcd to break with Levifay and be 
reconciled to his Wife : But he no fooner ap- 
proach’d her, than the Fire of Love, which 
her Beauty kindled, was extinguilhed, and con- 
verted to Ice, by her fallen haughty Afpecfl. 

‘‘ Lu PI Nu s, a diftant Relation of Amianderhy 
had long been enamoured with T^orva y but could 
never flatter himfelf with the lead Hopes of a 
Return from her *, ’till, on this Occaiion, he 
ftole into her Affedion, by feigning a Compaf- 
fion for her Sufferings *, and flie, under the Pre- 
text of unbofoming her Afflidion, opened the 
Way to fuch an Intimacy between them, as, 
by frequent Converfation with- him, in her 
Hufband’s Abfence, awakened, a. Jealoufy in 
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him, and an evil Opinion of her Condufl: in 
the Eye of the World. 

This encreafed Amiander'^ Inclination for 
Levifay and he was fo liberal in his Prefcnts 
to her, that he impaired his Eftate ; and, in 
the End, reduced himfelf almoft to a Want of 
“ Neceflaries. To drive away, as he thought, in 
ibme Meafurc, this double Care, he took to 
‘‘ Drinking, and thereby brought his Health and 
‘‘ his Eftate into one and the fame ruinous Con- 
dition. 

“ LEVISA9 in the mean Time, found the 
‘‘ Fruits of her unlawful Converfation with Ami- 
‘‘ Ander began to appear, in too evident a Man- 
‘‘ ner, to be long a Secret. She, therefore, refol- 
ved, to conceal the Scandal (he had brought 
“ upon her Family, at the Expence of her own 
Child^s Life. Accordingly, without confulting 
even Atniander^ it no fooner came into the 
World, than fhe imbrued her Hands in the 
Blood of the innocent Babe, and threw it into 
“ a Moat, which environed her Father’s Houfc ; 
“ but the Body being taken up, and all Circum- 
“ ftances confidered, the Sufpicion foon fell on 
“ and Ihe was accordingly taken up for 

the Murder, which (he inftancly confelTed”- 
AMIAtWER was no fooner informed of 
this Difafter, in which he had, at leaft indi- 
“ redly, fo great a Share, than he rcfolved up*: 
on making his Efcape. To this End, he ha- 
ftencd to his Houfe in Town, and, filling his 
Pockets with what Gold and Jewels were at 
^ hand, ordered his Horfe to be fadled, and 
loaded a Pair of Piftols for his Journy. In 
his Way down Stairs, palTing by his Lady’s 
‘‘ Chamber, Curiofity led him, to take a lafl: 
‘‘ Farewel of her, with his Eyes at leaft, thro* 
‘‘ the Key-hole s when, to compleat his Diftrac- 
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tion, he beheld her in clofe Embraces with his 
Kinfman Lupinus, Rage added Strength to 
“ his Arms, to force open the Door, and, with 
one of the Piftols he had in his Hand, he fhot 
“ the Lover dead on the Spot, in the Arms of 
“ his Wife. He left him, reeking in his Blood, 
at the Adulterefs*s Feet, and immediately moun- 
ted his Horfe to ride off : But the Noife of 
his Piftol, the Out-cries of Torva^ and the Con- 
fufion which was viftble in Amiander*^ Face, 
“ gave fuch Room for Sufpicion, that he was 
“ immediately flopped. In fiiort, Levifa and A- 
miander fuffered by the Hands of the common 
Executioner, and Torvay confeious of having 
been the remote Caufe of all this Mifery, 
obtained Leave to fee her Hufband the Morn- 
ing of his Execution ; and, on her Knees, beg- 
ing Pardon for her Offence, flabbed herfelf at 
his Feet. Thus, by an Indifcrerion, which, in 
the Begining, but juft exceeded the Bounds 
“ of Innocency, four Perfons of Diftinftion, who 
might have enjoyed all the Happinefs this 
World could afford, loft their Lives, in a mifcr 
rable and (hocking Manner, an innocent Babe 
was barbaroufly murdered, and four confiderable 
‘‘ Families thrown into a State of the deepeft Sor- 
row and Affliftion”. 

I am already anticipating the Pleafure I cx- 
peft to enjoy to-morrow with my new learned 
Acquaintance, which will probably be the Sub- 
jed of my next. I conclude this as ufual, . 
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Letter XV. 

S I Hamburg. 

HE appointed Tuefday Morning being 
come, before I was up, my Landlord 
acquainted me the Coach was at the 
Door, and that my Friend (as I fhall 
for the future call him) expeded me to Break- 
faft. I got on my Cloaths, with all the Expe- 
dition I could, and departed ; 1 reckoned it to 
be about five Engltjh Miles from the Town, and 
the whole Way I obferved (lately Houfes and 
Gardens, on each Side, which gave me a 
very grand and advantageous Idea of the Opu- 
lence of this City of Hamburg. We arrived, a- 
bout Nine" at xhe Gate of my Friend’s Houfe, 
which, tho^ not fo large as fome I had feen, 
had an Air of Grandeur and Magnificence, 
that far exceeded any of them, and (hewed the 
exquifite Tafte of the PofTeCTor, who, I foon per- 
ceived, had caufed it to be built, under his own 
Direftion. The Houfe is at a proper Diftance 
from the Road, and the Avenue to it thro* a 
Grove .of high Trees, in which is a Rookery : 
This Avenue is in the Form of a Semicircle, in 
the Middle of which are noble Iron Gates, that 
kad into a Court-Yard, with Out- Houfes on 
each Side. At the End of this Yard, is another 
Pair of Iron Gates, fomething lefs than the for- 
mer, which open to a beautiful Foie- Garden, fine- 
ly decorated with Statues, Vafes and Ever-greens, 
and divided into four large Grafs-plats, with a 

I 4 large 
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large Statue in the Midft of each. In the Mid- 
dle of this Garden is a Fountain, with a handfom 
Piece of Rock-work, adorned with proper Fi- 
gures, in the Center. On each Side, oppofitc to 
the Fountain, and in the Middle of two Brick- 
Walls, covered with Trees of different Sorts of 
Wall-Fruits, with Seats at proper Diftances, are 
two Iron Gates, leading to two Walks of the 
Grand Garden, which terminate in very agreable 
Vi(los. The Houfe, which is at the End of this 
f'ore-Garden, is raifed on an Eminence of three 
Steps, and a Terrafs of that Height, and about 
Ten Foot broad, furrounds it, being bordered by 
a low Brick-wall, cover’d with Stone, and adorn’d 
with beautiful Pots, containing great Variety 
Exotics. At each End of the Front of the Houfe, 
are two large Iron- Gates, which fill up the Spacc$ 
between the Corners of the Houfe, and the Walls 
of the Fore-Garden, and lead each to a Walk, of the 
Length of the whole Grand Garden, that terminate 
in handfom Alcoves. The Entrance into the Houfe, 
is by a large handfom Portico, '^ leads yoit 
into a Hall, adorned with Paintings of the beft 
Italian • Mafters, Qppofite to the Entrance are; 

large folding Doors, leading into a fine inner A- 
partment, which, in Wintcr-'time, ferves as a 
Stove or Green-Houfe, but in Sumtner for a 
Dining-Room. In the Middle of each Sde of 
the- Hall are other folding Doors, that lead into 
the Side Apartments, which confift of a- Parlour' 
or Fore-Room, an inner Room or Bed-Cham- 
ber, and a Dreffirig Room, on each Side regu- 
larly the • fame, and all with Windows towards 
tlie Garden. The large or middle Room is ex- 
aft ly fquare, according to the Walls, but the 
Area of it is rendered circular, by Twelve beau- 
tjfull Corinthian Columns, which fupport a Gal- 
lery of the fame Form. The Columns are joined 
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by a BalluJlrCj of about two Foot and a half 
high, and the whole Gallery is encircled with the 
fame 5 behind which, both above and below, are 
broad BchcIks, rifing gradually one above tlic 
other, to the Corners, to fet the Pots on in Win- 
ter, but in the Summer there is only one hand- 
fom Vale in the Middle of each, with a gilt: 
Statue on each Side : So that the whole has the 
Relemblance of a beautiful Amphitheater or Cfr- 
£us i the Stoves being hidden under the Bench- 
es. Oppofite to the folding Doors, by which 
you enter, are two other folding Doors, leading 
to the Terras, and from thence, by a Defcent of 
three ^teps, into the Garden. To give you a 
Dcfcription of all the Beauties of this Garden 
tvould be eridlcfs j I lhall, therefore, only tell you, 
th^ an exa<5t Symmetry reigns every where, and 
give you a general Idea how it is laid but. 
The whglc Garden is pretty near a Square, of 
about a ' Thoufand Foot, and when you def- 
cend into it backwards, you come into a Walk 
of about twelve* Foot broad, which joins the, 
two Side-Walks, preceding from the two Iron 
Gates, on each Side of the Houfe, in the Fore- 
Garden. Between thefe two Walks, for about 
two Hundred Foot, is a handfom Parterre, 
with a Fountain in . the Middle of it, and four 
Crofs-Walks leading up to ir. In the Middle of 
the four Squares, formed by thefe Crofs- Walks, 
arc again large Statues, and in the Borders fe- 
veral fnialler, intermixed with Vafes and Ever- 
greens. From the End of this -Parterre, and 
about two thirds of the Breadth of it, opens the 
grand Vijlo^ planted with four Rows of Elms, 
which divides it into one large and two fmailer 
Walks The middle or large Walk does noc 
run above two hundred Foot but is conti- 
nued -by a Canal orFilh-Pond, with the Rows of 
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Elms, and Side-Walks, to the End, and termi- ' 
nate with a Crofs-walk, and a Haw-Haw, which 
opens a fine View over the Corn-Fields for near 
a Mile, and ends at a little Afcent, upon which 
my Friend has raifed a high Pyramid, with a 
Roman Urn, fifing in Flames, at the Top of it. 
In the Middle of the Canal, is a fmall circular 
Jiland or Salon, with Bridges to it from cither 
Side, in the Center is a round Table with 
Benches » ^nd the Salon is fiirrounded with Dwarf 
Trees, which ferve as a Border, without inter- 
cepting the Vijio. On the Canal itfelf are two 
handlbme Gon^lo's. The Walk at the End of 
the Garden* which is about tw.enty Foot broad^ ’ 
runs all along, and joins the two outermoft 
Side-Walks, which run down to the Extremi- 
ties of the two Walks that lead to the two 
Iron Gates on the Sides of the Fore-Qarden. 
All the intermediate Spaces are laid out in the 
handfomeft Manner, and the whole is inclofed with 
a high Brick-Wall; with full grown, high Limes 
on the Out-fide, that give Shelter to a great Num- 
ber of Singing Birds, which, by their Tamenefs, 
plainly fhewcd they were not often difturbed, 

I chofe to give you an Account of the lower 
Part of this, beautiful little Houfe, and the Gar- 
den, which, in a Manner, furrounds it, in one 
View ; I fhall now inform you how I was en- 
tertained. 

M Y Friend met me at the Top of the Steps, 
on the Terras, and conduced me into the Back 
circular Apartment, of which I have already 
given you a Defcription. We there found an 
agreable, genteel Woman, decently, but not gau- 
dily, dreffed, who was preparing our Breakfaft. 

I foon found, by her Difcourle, that fhe was an 
Italian, who at forty Years of Age, had all the 
Agreablenefs of a Woman of twenty -five, of a 
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re^dy Wit and fprightly Converfation. I per* 
ceived Ihe was the Gouvcrnante of the Fanii!y> 
with the Title of Houle-keeper, and had after- 
wards an Opportunity of hearing, that bcfides 
her Capacity in that Quality, fhe was an excel- 
lent Mufician, had a fine Voice* played on 
the Harpfichord, and touched a Lute to Perfec- 
tion. During Breakfafi, we were fo placed, that 
we had a View up the grand Vifto^ on one Side 
of us, and of the Avenue from the Road, on the 
other, at one and the fame Time. Breakfaft be- 
ing over, Madame la Gouvernante immediately re- 
tired and left us alone, when my Friend propo- 
fed a Walk in the Garden. We fpent fome Time 
in Difeourfe on indificrent Topics, in which I 
acquainted him with my Country and Circum- 
‘ ftances •, ’till at length, being feated on a Bench 
oppofite to the Canal, he gave me a brief Hif- 
tory of his Life, which (hall be the Subjed 
pf my next Letter. I am, ^c. 



Letter XVI. 


S I Hamburg. 

KING feated, as I told you in my 
laft, with my Friend, in his beau- 
tiful Garden, he gave me the fol- 
lowing Account of himfclf. 

I AM a Native, (faid he) of the 
‘ City of Drefden^ in Upper Saxony \ from 
whence my Parents removing, whilft I was ve- 
ry young, and fettling in the fapious City of 
Hamburg^' I had the firft Part* of my Edu- 

cation. 
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“ cation, and laid the Foundation of my Stu* 
dies, there: But I efteem the .whole World as 
my Native Country, nay as one fingle City, 
and myfelf as a Relation to, and Fellow-Ci- 
tizen with, all ^lankind. Neither Quality, Age 
nor Sex* is any Bar to me, from looking up- 
on every one as my Equal, and, without any 
Diftinftipn, my Friend. My Life has beerr 
hitherto a Motley of Good and Evil, Plca- 
fare and Pain, and has been attended with, 
many extraordinary, and almoft miraculous E- 
vents, of the moft remarkable of which I may, 
as Time and Opportunity fliall offer, give 
you an Account : But for the prefcnt fhall be 
contented with leting you into a general Idea 
“ of it. 

I thank. God, I was bom of, and brought 
up by, Parents who enjoyed all the natural 
and acquired Advantages, both of Body and 
“ Mind, which can make Mankind happy to 
themfelves, and valuable to others, in this 
World: And that the fame Supream Being 
“ has given me a Soul, which, with the Affif- 
tance of his Divine Grace^ is prone to Good, 
rather by a natural Inclination, than by any 
outward Force of Law, Cuftom or Example. 
I have, from my very Youth, employed my 
Time, in a diligent Reading of the Bible, and 
the mofl celebrated Philofophers and Hifto- 
rians ; and likewife in a narrow Scrutiny into 
“ my own Qualities, both of Body and Mind, 
in Order to fortify myfelf againff: all Habits, 
Prejudices and Paffions. I foon found in my 
felf an innate Conviftion of a Sufream Eter- 
nal Beings by whom I was placed in this 
World to promote, to the utmoft of my Pow- 
er, and according to Rules prefer ibed me by 
that fame Beings not only my _ own Happi* 

^ nefs, 
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ncfs, but that of all Mankind. In order to 
perform this great and important Duty, I have 
made it my conftant Bufinefe, to gain a Know- 
ledge not only of myfelf, but ot other Men, 
and to make diligent Search into every Part 
of the Creation, and particularly into every 
Species of vegetable,' animal, and rational Life : 
And I found myfelf the better qualified for 
making thefe Enquiries, as, in my early Years, 
I obtained, in an eafy and uncommon Man- 
ner, a Knowledge of nine or ten of the mod 
ncceflary Languages now in Ufe. My Father, 
who, befides a* large hereditary Fortune, had 
acquired a very confiderable one, by his Pro- 
feffion of Phyfic, Ipared for no Coft to give 
me, his only Child, a fuitable Education : And 
as he was a profefled Enemy to the Pedan- 
try of the Schools, he was at the Expencc of 
keeping a young Divine in the Family, to in- 
ftrufl me in the Principles of Religion and 
Morality, and to teach me the learned Tongues, 
which having, by this Means, attained to, 
while I was very young, I found it, I lay, ve- 
ry eafy to learn the modern Tongues, which, 
in effeft, are no other than Dialcfts of the 
Laiin or Teutonicky or of a Mixture of both* 
I was inftrufted in every other Branch, as well 
of polite, as ufeful Literature, and, at the Age 
of Sixteen, was thought fit to be fent to the 
Univerfity. My Father was prejudiced in Fa- 
vor of that in which he himfelf had abfolved 
his Studies, or perhaps as it was in his Native 
Country, I mean Letpzick, a Univerfity famed, 
beyond any in Germany^ for forming the Gen- 
tleman, together with the Scholar. Here I 
fpent five Years, and afterwards two more ir> 
vifiting other Univerfities of Germany. It was 
my Father’s Defire, that I fliould apply my 
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felf to the Study of Phyfic, which I fo far 
complied with, as to be infcribed into tha’C 
Faculty : But as I was not unacquainted, that 
I (hould one Day be Mafter of a Fortune, 
which would place me above the Neceffity of 
following any Profeflion, I gave a larger Scope 
“ to my Studies ; and tho* I refolved to lay a 
good Foundation in the Science I feem- 
ingly profeffed to follow, in order to build 
upon it hereafter v as my Mind was wholly 
bent upon Travelling, I fpent a great Part 
of my Time, in attaining to a Knowledge of 
thofe Things, which might probably moft in- 
dulge my Natural Inclination, and, in particu- 
lar, in the Study of Natural PhUofophy. 

After Seven Years thus fpent, I return- 
“ ed to Uatrhurg^ not as my Father propofed, 
to fettle and pradice wdth him, but to pre- 
pare for a longer Abfence *, which, however, I 
w2seafily indulged in, when I palliated my Refo- 
lution, w'ith a Pretence of improving the Know- 
** ledge I had in Phyfic, by converfing with the 
Learned of every Nation. My Stay, in Ham^ 
hurg^ was no longer than was necelTary to fee- . 
tic every Thing for feven or eight Years 
“ Voyage and journy, which was the Time I 
had, at leafi, propofed to allow my felf, in 
vifiting the principal Parts of Europe. My- 
indulgent Parents, v;ho thought nothing too ' 
much, nothing too expcnfive, to gratify my 
Inclinations, furnidied me with all and more 
. ‘‘ than was rcquifite, and being provided with Lec- 
ters of unlimited Credit, wherever I Ihould come, 

“ I took my laft and melancholy Leave of them. 

I shall not trouble you with an Account 
of my feven Years Travels, in Countries, per- 
“ haps better known to yourfelf than me, as 

you have vifued them fo lately. I lhall only 

“ irv 
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in general tell you, chat tho* I did not derty 
‘‘ myftlf a reafonable Enjoyment of all thole 
‘‘ lawful Pleafures, which may be called gay and 
gallant, and which my Years may feafonably 
“ have been fuppofed to prompt me to, yet I 
‘‘ indulged myfelf no farther in them, than as 
‘‘ they were fubfervient to the great and princli- 
pal End L propofcd to my/elf, by Travel- 
ling, the Acquifition of Knowledge 5 or at lead 
no farther, than that they did not interfere 
with this my main Purpofe, but ferved rather 
“ as a Relaxation of the Mind, which an intenfe 
Study abfolutely requires. I always confidered, 
that there is, or ought to be, a certain Sense- 
rity. in Pleafure^ without which all Decency is 
“ hanijhed •, and that if Reafon is not to be prefent at 
“ ourgreatejl SatisfaMions^ of all the Races of Crea- 
“ turesj the Human is the mojl Mtferable. 

‘‘At my Return, I found both Father and 
‘‘ Mother dead, and their whole Fortune, which 
“ proved more confiderable than I had expefted, 

“ fome Charitable L/egacies only excepted, be- 
“ queathed in Truft for my Ufe. I might now 
“ have fat down in the Midft of an affluent For* 

“ tune, and have enjoyed all the Eafe and Com- 
“ fort human Nature is capable of, on this Side 
“ the Grave, and my Eftate would have enti- 
“ tied me to the Choice of a Partner in my 
“ Happinefs, fuch as I myfelf fhould approve 
“ of, within the Limits of this opulent City : 

“ But the Itch of Travelling, for Improvement of 
“ ufeful Learning, which had fo early feized me, 

“ was rather encrcafed than abated. I, therefore, 

“ fettled my Affairs, and difpofed of my Eftate, 

“ fo that I could command any Part of it when, 

“ where, and in what Manner I fhould think fit: 

“ And, not content with having already fecn the 
“ moll civilized Countries of Europe^ I rcfol- 

ved 

y" 
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ved to vifit the more diftant Parts of the Worlds 
and be acquainted with thealmoft unknown Lap- 
landersy Greenlanders^ 7* iriarsy Moluccosy Indians^ 
Chinefey Japonefcy Moorsy and even the Hotten- 
•• tots and Cannibals. On thefe Voyages, I (pent 
upwards of twenty Years, of which I was near 
two among the Cannibals of America. 

“By this Means, I not only, in general, dif- 
“ covered the Wifdom and Follies, Virtues and 
Vices, Laws, Ordinances and Cuftoms, of thefe 
my dillant Country-Men, who, in the vulgar 
“ Opinion, are efteemed firhpleand favage^ bur, 
at the fame Time, obferved fuch extraordi- 
“ nary Inftances of rational and virtuous Men a- 
mongft them, as could hardly be excelled by 
anj|;of us haughty Europeans. In fcveral of 
thefe Nations^ I likewife contrafted an Inri-^ 
macy with their Philofophers, and procured 
“ the Writings of their moft fannied Moralifts, 
and, even to this Hour, I keep up an advan- 
tageous and cxtenfive Correfpondence, with feme 
of them. Whenever it happened in thefe my 
“ Travels, as was frequently my Cafe, that I 
was alone, and deftitute of all other Books, 

“ the Bible, with the great Book of Nature, 1 
were my whole Library, and a Difeourfe there- 
upon, with my fclf, my moft agreable Con- 
“ verfatioa. 

<4 With thefe, and other the like alTiduous 
Obfervations and Enquiries, my Thirft after 
Knowledge is at I/:ngch quenched, and I am 
now contented with myfelf, in an entire 
Tranquility of Mind : As much as I endea- 
vour not to be infenfible of the daily Mira- 
“ cles and Mercies of the Almigbtyy as little do 
“ 1 fuffer either a Senfe of Difappointments to get 
“ the Maftery of me, or my Profperity to make 
me haughty. I neither fear nor grieve beyond 

Meafure, 
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Meafure i and can fay, with your excellent Spec- 
tator, that tho' I am always Serious, I do not know 
what it is to be Melancholy _ : I never rejoice to Ex- 
ccfs ; I fuffer not Anger to get the better of my 
“ Reafbn ; I envy no Man ; in fhorr, all my 
Aim^ and all my Wifhes are, with Pleafure, to 
fte every one profper, and to enjoy that mix’d 
State, which wile Men both delight in, and are 
** qualified for. 

“ I HAVE nowpafs’dmy fifty-eighth Year, and 
it is but a few Years fince I retired from the 
** World, and refolved to end my Days where I ^ 
** had agreably fpent my Youth. As I can here 
enjoy an Abundance of every Comfort of Life* 
“ with an unlimited Freedom ; fo likewife, in the 
Midft of a conftant, tho’ i^oluntary Employ*^ 
menr, I here find what others call Reft. I have 
never been anxious after great Riches, and they 
“ are yet Very far from being what I aim at, in 
any of my Aft ions : But as little as they have 
‘‘ been the Objefts of my Hopes and Defires,. as 
** plentifully are they fallen to my Share. The* I 
am far from denying myfelf a reafonable En- 
joyment of them, I live very much within the 
Compafs of my Revenues i And as I have al- 
ways led a fingle Life, and have neither ChiL 
dren to provide for, or to leave my Eftate to, 
nor Relations who want it, I take a Pleafure in 
• employing the Refidue of my yearly Income, to 
“ the Benefit of others, and the public Good. 

“ I LIVE here, in an agreable Solitude, at feme 
“ Diftancefrom the Noife and Hurry ofBufinels; 

but yet fo near the City, that as I frequently 
“ vifit it, the little Follies of the meaner Sort, and 
the greater Extravagances and Abfurdities of the 
Great, alternatively move my Laughter and my 
^ Pity. I am an Enemy to all Pomp, and ftudy 
Eafc and Decency more chan Splendor and out- 

K “ ward 
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ward Shew. My whole Equipage confifts' in a 
G>ach and Pair, a Couple of Saddle- Horfes, 
** and fix or eight Domeftics of both Sexes, who 
ferve me in feveral Capacities, and admintfter to 
‘‘ my Pleafures as well as my Neceflities. By this 
Means, I live retired within myfelf, and want 
very little AlTiftance from without. My Taylor 
** and my Barber, my Semftrefs and my Laun- 
** drefs, with feveral other neceffary Artificers, 
** and an excellent little Band of Mufic, are all 
‘‘ within the Compais of my fmall Family. I de- 
** light to fee my Servants as happy, and as pleas’d 
as myfelf ; and feting afide their refpeftive Of- 
fices, for which their Wages are their leaft Re- 
wards, they are much more my Companions 
“ than my Slaves j and they receive my Orders, 
“ as Favours rather than Duties. What others, 
“ who perhaps have far lefs Means, than I have, 
** to fupport it, expepd in gilt Coaches, coftly 
Liveries, fuperb Gardens and Palaces, rich Fur- 
“ niture and Apparel, Gaming, Feafts, Balls, 
** Mafquerades, and the like, I employ in making 
“ other People eafy in their Circumftances i in re- 
lieving the Fatherlefs and the Widow ; in admi- 
“ niftring to the Sick r in puting the Sons of de- 
“ cay’d Families out "to Trades ; and in giving 
“ fmall Fortunes to their Daughters in Marriage ; 

in procuring Employments for fome, and in 
“ feting up others in the Trades they have learn’d : 
And as I never appear in any of thelc Things 
.*• myfelf, and the Number of my Agents is not 
great, I am known to few. However, the En- 
“ quiries I caufe to be made, to find out thcfe real 
Obje<3:s of Charity, give me an Opportunity of 
“ knowing w.here I am not known, of feing where 
I am not feen, and, in (hort, of prying into the 
“ Actions, Condudt and Mifcondudt of. every 
“ Rank of Men, in this great City, and the 

“ Neigh- 
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Neighbourhood thereof, from the higheft Dej^ce 
to the lowell. 1 find Means to get an Inl^hc 
** into the moft fecret Tranfaftionsor the Scnat and 
“ the Gonfiftory, in the Aflemblies of the Great, 
“ and the Divcrfions of the meaner Sort, in Ta- 
“ vcrns and CofFee-houfes, in Studies and Ware* 
•* houfcs, in Nurferies, and even among the Got- 
“ fips.in the Chambers of lying-in Women: In 
fhort, there is no Door, but what my Silver- 
Key will open, whenever I think fit to put it 
into the Hands of any of my Agents, Nor is 
^ this mcer Matter of Curiofity, but direftly con- 
**.ducLve to my main Purpole, and the ultimate 
View of all my Adlions, the Happinefs of my 
Fellow-Citizens. By this Means, 1 can, with- 
“ out being perceived or fufpedted, make Obfcr- 
‘‘ various on the depraved Manners, evil Cuftoms 
“ and Vices of the Times, and likewifc diftinguifll 
the Virtues and good Qualities of thofe, who 
“ are lb happy as not to be tainted with them, and 
dare be upright, generous and virtuous, in Spighc 
of that grand Incitive to Ev il, Fafhion, and the 
“ Example of others j and as it is a Part of my 
“ Employment to commit all thefe my Remarks 
‘‘ to Writing, and to animadvert upon them, fome- 
** times in a ludicrous, and at other Times in a fe- 
** rious Manner, I find Means to render thefe my 
Lucubrations ufeful to Mankind, by geting them 
‘‘ inferred, without any View of farther Advantage, 
and even at rhy own Expence, in the public 
Prints ; of which, as Occafion lhall offer, I (hall 
“ fubmit fome to your Cenfure.” 

Here my learned Friend finifh’d his Hiftory, 
and 1 was fo highly delighted with this, and what 
I had before fecn and heard, that I could hardly 
forbear burfting out, in an Ecftafy, in the follow- 
ing Lines, which I have fomewher c read : 

K 2 
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Should the whole Frame of Nature round bim hreak‘, 
Jn Ruin and Confufion hurl'd. 

He, unconcern'd, would hear the mighty Crack, 

. And Jtand fecure anudjl a falling JVorld, 

For fure nothing could be able to move a Per- 
fon of fo excellent a Compofiiion : Of which I 
lhall probably be able to give you farther Ffoofe* 
in my next : *Till when, as ever, 



Letter XVII. 

■ 

S J Ry H A M B U R c. 

Y Friend had fcarce finifh’d the Skizz^' 
of his Hiftory, which I gave you in 
my laft, when a Servant came to tell 
him Dinner for us ; we 

thereupon return’d to the pleafant Apart- 
ment we had breakfafted in, where, finding but 
two Covers on the Table, I took the Liberty of 
afking, if I might not hope to enjoy the agreabic 
Converfation ot the Perfon who had managed the 
Tea-table in the Morning. My Friend’s Anfwer 
was, (he was but a Servant 5 that indeed, as 
had been a faithful one, for many Years, and was a 
Woman of very good Senfe and Parts, he ufually 
admited her to his Table when alone, but never 
allow’d her to come into the Company of Strangers, 
excepting at the Tea-table s however, as I defired 
it, he would for once break into that Rule, and 
thereupon order’d her to be call’d in, and bid her 
fit down. Having fucceeded in this Point, I ven- 
tured to go farther, and alk’d him, whether the 

learned . 
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learned Phyfician, I had been informed he kept in 
the -Houfe, was not allow’d that Liberty ? This 
.‘Qiieftion put my Hoft into Ibmething more than a 
Smile, and Madam in a Horfe-Laugh, which put 
me almoft out of Countenance, not being appre- 
Tiv'e there was any Thing ludicrous or ridiculous in 
what I had alk’d : But the former foon rid me at 
once of my Doubts and Fears. “ The Phyfician, 
(faid he) whom you are pleas’d to honour with the 
Epithetof Learned, is no other than my identical 
fclf ; and I have a Difguife for that Purpofe, 
thro* .which it would not be eafy for the neareft 
Friend to difcover me.** 

.0 u R Dinner was plentiful and elegant, not fo 
Tidiculoufly fuperfluous, as is but too common here, 
as well as in Bremen ; but what pleas’d me moft 
.^as, that almoft every Thing was of his own 
Produd : Fifli.out .of his own Ponds, Fowls from 
bis Barn-door, Greens and Fruit out of his own 
.Garden : And tho* our Hoft offer’d me Variety of 
the moft exquifite Wines, I was prefs’d to drink no 
more, than I thought fit to call for. Our Difcourfe 
' at Table was ferious, and yet diverting; merry with- 
out Levity ; and I may truly fay of my Friend, 
with In eo facetice erant^ qu(S nulla arte trail 

pojfunt. In fhort, it would be almoft impoffible 
not to be pleafant, where tlie Hoft is fuch a one. 
As foon as the Table was clear’d, and we had drunk 
two or three Glaffes a-piece of excellent Champatgny 
my Friend told me, I muft excufe a Weaknefs he 
bad contrafted during his long Refidence in Italy% 
which he had never been able to fhake off fince, 
that of fleeping an Hour or two after Dinner, offer- 
ing me, at the fame Time, an Apartment where I 
might do the fame. I told him, it was a Cuftom 
I never indulg’d myfelf in, but that I could pafs 
my Time very agreably in his Garden. Upon this, 
be took a Key out of his Pocket, and, giving i( 
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me, order’d a Servant to conduft me into bis Li- 
brary, where (faid he) you may probably find 
fomething to divert you ’till I have taken my Nap. 

I FOLLOWED the Servant, full of Expeftation , 
and overjoyed to a Degree beyond Expreflion, up 
one Pair of Stairs, where I was let into a Gallery, 
about twenty-five Foot broad, - which took the 
whole Breadth of the Houfc, on that Side next the 
Garden, and had a large Balcony that command- 
ed a View of the whole. The Front of this Story, 
I found, was divided into feveral Lodging-Rooms,’ 
handfomly furnifh’d, and over if, was only an At- 
tic Story, for Servants. The dark Side of the 
Gallery, which my Friend had chofen for his Li- 
brary, was wholly taken up with Shelves for Books, 
difpoled in the moft regular and beautiful Manner 
I ever faw, in different Claffes, according to their 
Languages, and the Subjefts they treated of j and 
I found two Catalogues, an Alphabetical, and a 
Claflical one, fairly tranferib’d and lying on a Table. 
A handfom Cornice run along the Top of the 
whole, in a ftreight Line, under which were Cur 
tain-Rods, bearing green Silk Curtains, from one 
End to the other. Above the Cornice were placed 
fine Bufio^s^ of the moft learned Men among the 
Ancients and Moderns ; and, on the Edges of Ibme 
of the Shelves, werefaften’d all the curious Medals, 
ftruck to the Honor of Men of Learning, which 
he had been able to procure. At each End of the 
Gallery, and againft the Piers, betwixt the Win- 
dows, on the oppofite Side, were feveral Cupboards, 
or RepoGtories, containing great Variety of the 
moft curious and fcarce Things in Art and Nature, 
and handfomly embellifh’d with proper Mottos and 
Devices. Some were fill’d with FoiTils, fomewith 
petrified Fifh, others with beautiful Infedls, and 
again others were fet apart for Letters, Manuferipts, 
other Papers. Of thefe latter, .1 obferved two 
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in particular, one fill’d with Foreign Letters and 
Papers, and the other with Inland. They had each 
their feveral Divifions, which were deftin’d for as 
many different Subjefts, as i. Philofophical ; 
2. Critical ; 3. Political, and fo on ; and thefc 
again had their proper Subdivifions, by which it 
was eafy to find whatever was wanted. The middle 
Pier was Looking-glafs, from Top to Bottom ; 
and in the Middle of the uppermoft Part, which 
was arch’d, I obferv’d the following Words in 
Golden Letters: Reddo^ non f ado ^ which I thought 
was as applicable to my Friend’s Charaftcr, as to 
the Glafs. 

I N the Middle of each End of the Gallery, were 
two large Repofitories, in which were rang’d, in 
an agreable Manner, great Numbers of curious 
Mathematical, Aftronomical, and even Chirurgical 
Inftruments, with which, likewife, feveral other 
Parts of the Gallery were decorated •, and, that no 
Room might be loft, the very Cicling hung full 
of one Rarity or other. I obferved, that one of 
the large Repofitories, I juft now mention’d, was 
chiefly fill’d with Inftruments (the Produd, pro- 
bably, of very diftant Regions) to the Ufe of which 
I was an utter Stranger. Of thefe, as Occafion 
lhall offer, I may perhaps, hereafter, obtain a far- 
ther Knowledge, which I (hall not fail to commu- 
nicate to you ; But what, at this Time, moft com- 
manded my Attention, was a very curious and hezu- 
t\iu\ thermometer y which, by a Label hanging to 
it, I found, had been fent my P'riend from Suri- 
nam, in South America, by a learned Arabian Phi- 
lofopher, call’d Hai Ebn Salaman, This moft ex- 
quifite Piece of Art is not above five Inches high, 
and ftands on a gilt Pedeftal, into which the Ball 
of the Tube is fix’d. This Tube, which is about 
three Inches long, is faftened to an Ebony-Frame, 
of the fame Length, and about an Inch broad. 
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On this Frame, are delineated the fever^l Degrees 
of Heat and Cold, by Strokes of Gold inlaid, but 
the Charad-rs (probably, to conceal the real Ufe 
of this little Inftrqment) were to n^e unintelligible. 
The Top of it rifes to a Semicircle, artificially in- 
laid with Gold, reprefenting certain Charaders, 
likewife unknown to me, and on eaefi Side of this 
Semicircle, is a beautiful Vafe, of the fame Metal 
The Tube is fill’d with a Liquor, or Spirit, of a 
refplendent Ruby-Red •, and I obferved, to my very 
great Surprize, th^t this Liquor was almoft in a 
continual Motion, higher and lower, ; tho*, upon 
Tuning to the Window, I could not find any vifible 
Alteration in the Air. At a Diftance, I perceived 
the Spirit in the Tube ftand fix’d to the Center, 
without Motion j but I no fooner approach’d it, 
than it began to rife and fall, as before, and fomc- 
times, with great Swiftnefs, almofi: from Top to 
Bottom. 

Astonish’d at this Phammemnj I fet my Httl? 
Inftrurnent on the T^tble, and fat down, to exa- 
mine it with more Eafe and Lcifure : I could, how- 
ever, by no Means, dive into the Secret, and be- 
ing tired with Speculation, calling my Eyes upon a 
Virgih which lay upon the Table, I refolved to 
raife my Spirits again, by reading a little in that 
agreable Author : But how great was my Ama^Cr 
ment, to fee, that, as foon as I begun to read, the 
Spirits, in the Tube of my little Inftrurnent, role 
at once feveral Degrees ! It funk, however, as pre- 
cipitately, to its former Situation, as foon as I laid 
down riiy Book to examine it more narrowly. 

This feem’d very ftrange to me, and I foon 
perceiv’d, that HaiEbn Salaman was a greater Artift 
than I'oracelli* ; But my Wonder increas’d, when, 

^ Tcracelliy who was the firft Inventor of the common VV^a- 
ther-Glafs, was an Italian Mathematician, and lived about the 
Segining of the fjjyentecnth Century. 
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open takir \5 up my Book again, it rofe as before, 
and fell the Moment I left off reading. I began to 
imagine my Breath might have fome EfFeft on this 
volatile Spirit *, but could not obferve the leaft Dif- 
ference, whether I read loud or foftly, near to it or 
at fome Diftance. Upon this, 1 took up another 
Book, which happen^ to be an ancient Travfl of 
Logic, and here, to my great x^ftonifhment, I 
found, that, as foon as I began to read, the Liquor 
lunk leveral Degrees below its Center, and return’d 
ihither again, as foon as I laid my Logic down. 
Some, in my Place, would certainly have taken it 
for Witchcraft ; and, 1 muft confefs, I could hard- 
ly forbear thinking it fome Illufion, or Deceptio Vi^ 
fus , not being able to conceive, what hidden Pro- 
peuy could be contain’d in this Liquor, or what the 
Preparation could be, to produce fuch wonderful 
Effedts. I, therefore, thought with Ovid^ Caufa 
lately vis eft nvtijjima ; ^and, leaviug it on the 
Table, was led, by Curiofity, to one of the Repofi- 
xories, fill’d with Manuferipts and Papers, where, 
catting my Eye on the Title of a Drawer, call’d 
'Allegorical Papers, a Sort of Writing, which, of all 
pther, I think the moft entertaining, as well as in- 
llruftive I took out the firft 1 laid my Hand 
upon, and found it to be entitled, A Description 
OF THE Empire of Pathia. 


• ** Allegories {fays the late inimitable Mr. Aidifon ) whe» 

well chofen, are like fo many Tracks of Light in a Dif- 
courfe, which make every Thing about them clear and beau- 
f * tiful. A noble Metaphor, when it is placed to an Advan- 
“ tage, calls a Kind of Glory round ir, and darts a Luftre 
thro’ a whole Sentence : ” And the fame Author, fpeaking 
of Fable ^ fays, “ it was the firft Species of Wit, that appeared 
“in the World. Some of the fine ft Compoiitions of the An- 
f ‘ cients are in Allegory ; and Fable is not only the fureft Way 
“ of giving Counfel, but that which plcafes the moft univer- 
f fally.” - • 


The 
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The Title of this Manufcript raifed my Curi- 
ofity to read it ; and I immediately fat down, in an 
eafy Chair, for that Purpofe. I found it writen in 
the High German Tongue, and before I had read a 
fingle Page, I had Reafon to believe my Friend was 
the Author of it. Before I had gone thro* it, Jie 
came in very gay, after his Nap, and, feing how I 
was employed, bid me put the Manuicript in my 
Pocket, and read it at my Leifure, and defired 
me, at prefcnt, to go down with him into one of 
the Alcoves of the Garden, to partake of a Concert 
of Mufic. In that Inftant, feing his little Thermo^ 
meter on the Table, he fmiled, and, telling me he 
perceived I had not been idle, afk*d me what I 
thought of it. I readily embraced this Opportunity 
toconfefs my Ignorance, as well as Wonder, and 
to defire fome Information from him, to di:^e) 
them both. He complied with my Requeft, with- 
out Hefitation, and immediately gave me the fol- 
lowing Account of it : 

“ This little ^Thermometer (faid he) is one of 
the moft curious Pieces Art ever produced : You 
** fee, by the Label, to whom I am indebted for 
if, and it is, probably, the Invention of that 
great Philofophcr. It may very properly be 
called the Touchstone of Sound Reason, a 
“ Metal, which, in thefe latter Times, we find 
very much debas’d, and, without the Help of 
fuch a Touch/lone^ not eafy to fet a true Value 
upon: But the Author has dignified it with the 
fignificant . Name of The Intellectual 
Thermometer, or Weather-Glass of 
“ THE Understanding, which is the Meaning 
of the Golden Arabic Charaders, inlaid in the 
“ Arch over the Tube ; and his Reafon, I pre- 
“ fume, was, becaufe it difplays the different De- 
“ grees of its Heat or Cold, with the utmolt Ac- 
‘‘ curacy.” He then told me the Meaning of the 

Charadlers, 
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Charafters, which denoted the feveral Degrees ot 
that Heat or Cold, eaclvfubdividcd into four Quar- 
ters, and were in the following Order : 

I 

: : : : Phrenfy. 

: : : : Extravagance. 

: : : : Fire. 

"^ z== : : : : Sprightlinefs. 

rrrzr : : : : Sound Judgment 

: : : : Serioufnefs. 

— - : : : : Phlegm. 

“ : : : : Heavinefs. 

— - : : : : Dulnefi. 

\ 

These he farther explain’d in the following 
Maner : 

‘‘ Whenever I read an Author of a judicious, 
“ clear, and unaffedled Genius^ I always obferve, 
that the Spirits in my Tube remain fix’d to the 
‘‘ Center, or Sound Judgment. When this 
‘‘ Sound and Natural Judgment is heighten’d with 
“ a lively Imagination, my thermometer has rifen 
to Sprigbtlinefs. One Degree more of Vivacity 
“ and Spirit raifes it up to Fre^ a very valuable 
Property of the Mind, if kept in a fettled Con- 
“ tinuity. A little too much Fire produces fFild- 
nefs or Extravagance^ and from this, there is but 
“ one Step more to Madnefs^ Ravings or Phrenfy. 

‘‘In the lower Divifions of my thermometer y 
‘‘ the feveral Degrees of Coldy in the Underfiandingy 
“ are juftly diftinguifh’d, in their orderly Decreale. 
^ A good Sound Natural Judgment, tern- 
“ pev’d with a little Coldy falls into Serious. Seri- 
“ oufnefs is the Fore-runner of Phlegm ; too much 
“ Phlegm cramps the Underftanding, and makes it 
heavy : And a heavy Writer is in as ready a Way 

# ^ “to 
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to htcomt dull, asawi/i, or extravagant one is 
V to commence Madman *. 

A s I have had frequent Opportunities (conr 
tinued my Friend) of making Ufeof this Inftrur 
ment, in the Examination of the Works of the 
Learned, and to determine, to the twelfth Part of 
^ an Inch, what Meafure of Underftanding and Spl- 
rit this or that particular Author poffefles, I fhall 
communicate my Obfervatipn? to you, at a more 
convenient Time > and fhal! now only, in gene- 
ral, remark ; ‘ that in Mathematics and 
the Spirits in my Tube remain fix’d to the Center* 
Rhetoric raifes them to Sprightlinefs ^ and PhUo* 
fophy finks them to Serioufnefs. The ancient 
Poets raife them to Ftre^ but La^j or the Fathers 
deprefs them to Phlegm* The moft renowned 
Romances have elevated them to Wildnefs or 
Extravetgance^ and, I am forry to lay, it is but 
too common for our modern Authors to bring 
them down, at leaft one Degree, below Phlegm* 

• But, above all, I have moft wondered at the 
ftrange Effedt the greater Part, and efpecially 
the more modern, of Controverftd Writings 
“ have produced. I jio fooner begin to read a 
“ Line or two of thern, than my Spirits rife, at 
once, from the Ball to the higheft Degree of my 
Tube, and fall again, with the like Precipitancy, 
“ to the lowed. * . . . - 

‘‘ As it is of a portable Size, I have caufed a 
“ Cafe to be made to it, and fcldom go into Com^ 
‘‘ pany, without taking my with me: 

And while others are bufied in adnairing the 

* In a Definition of Madnefs, which I have fomewberc 
read, it is faid to be ^ Sort of too afttve Brishnefs in the 
nation, without regular Thought : And Dry den fays ; 

Great Wit to Madnefs, fure, is near a/Jfd, 

^nd thin Partitions do their Bounds divide. 

“ StrufliifC 
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Strufturc of h, and narrowly examining the Cha- 
“ rafters of the Degrees, which are only intelli- 
“ gible to myfelf, I have an Opportunity of en- 
“ quiring into the Capacities and Faculties of their 
** Mrnds4 

V 

‘‘In AflembHes, made up partly of the Fair 
“ Sex, I generally obferve my Tihermometer to rife, 

at leaft, Sprightlinefs : And in thofe which 

** confift wholly of Men, k rifes in Proportion as 
‘‘ the Bottles empty : But when I have vifited the 
“ fame Friends, the next Morning, at their Tca- 
“ table, I generally find it funk two Degrees lower, 
“ than k was before it begun to rife the pre- 
“ ceding Evening 

He RE my Friend was interrupted, by the Ser- 
vant’s coming to tell him the Mufic and Tea-table 
waited for hinr, in the Garden : Upon which, he 
put the little Inftrument into its Cafe, and, giving 
It itie, faid he was going the next Day on a Journy, 
from which he fhould hardly return in lefs than a' 
Fortnight ; and as it might be of fome Diverfion 
to me, in the mean while, I was welcome to carry 
it with me. He gave me, at the fame Time, ano- 
ther Cafe, in which he faid I would find an Inftru- 
ment; differing both in Form and Ufe, which latter 
I fhould be inftruftcd in by the Manuscript he care- 
fully wrapt up with it. We, Thereupon, went 
down inra the Garden, where 1 found eight Per- 
fons, Men and Women, each at different Inftn> 


* The original Author undoubtedly took the Hint of this/ 
pretended Invention, from an Obfervation in the Spectator, Vol. 
I V. p. 112. upon the Experiment faid to be made in the Glafs 
of a Thermometer^ with a liiquor found jin the Pericardium of a 
Coquette : But the Application, and the pretended Effect of that 
and this arefo very different, that he, on that Account, by no 
Means, deferves the Name of a Plagiary, and much lefs does 
the Author of thefe Letters, who has made lb great Alterations 
In his Tranilation, merit that Name. 


ments 
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merits, and all my Friend*s Domeftics. Madame 
U Gouvernante play’d the Thorough-Bafs, on the 
Harpfichord, and fung feveral Songs, which (he 
accompanied herfelf, while my Friend jplay’d the 
Bafe-Viol. However, fhe frequently role, and fur- 
render’d her Place to another, while ,lhe ferved us 
with Tea and Coffee, and, for the greater Variety, 
us two or three Solo s on the Lute* hdy hdind 
was, in the mean Time, fo taken up with the Trea- 
fure I had in my Pocket, that, notwithftanding the 
great Love I have for Mufic, I could hardly give 
Attention to this elegant Entertainment, which con- 
tinued for near two Hours* I then took Leave of 
my Friend, expreffing the greateft Senfe of Grati- 
tude 1 was capable of, he, on his Side, continuing 
his Profeflions of a fincere Friendlhip, and infifting 
upon my fpending fome Days with him, at his 

Return. . ' 

I N o Iboner got to my Lodgings, than I Ihut 

myfelf up in my Chamber, and b^un to write thefe 
Particulars, refolving to let you partake, as foon as 
poflibie, of the Pleafure I had already received, 
and might hope hereafter, in the Acauifition of fo 
valuable an Acquaintance, of whom I (hall always 
be able to fay, with Pliny , Erat horn ingetAofuSy 
acutusy acer, qui flurimum ££? fdis.hMeret 
fellhy nec candoris minor. My next will, I believe, 
give you an Account of fome Expcrim^ents I fhall 
probably make with the two extraordinary lnftru>? 

■ ments commited to my Care j ’till when, as ever, 
1 remain, ^c. 


Letter 
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Letter XVIIL 

SIR , Hamburg, 

HAD hardly finilhM my Letter of the 

when Morpheus clos’d my Eyes, 

and obliged me to haften to Reft : But 
Curiofity open’d them again, with the 
Rifing of the Sun, to make fome farther Remarks 
on my Ihermojneters •, for fo I conceived the one 
Inftrument I had not yet feen muft likewife be, I 
made a Begining, by trying fome Experiments, on 
that I already knew the Ufe of, with fome Books I 
had in my Trunk: And as I am never without 
Plays of all Sorts, I refolved my firft Trial fliould 
be with them ; I therefore fetch’d my whole Stock, 
and laid them on the Table, and, after many Ex- 
periments, made the following Obfervations : An 
Italian Opera finks it to its loweft Ebb, and, on 
the other Hand, a Pantomime, or Ballad-Entertain- 
ment, fwells it with fuch Impetuofity, that I was 
cautious of repeating the Experiment too often, for 
Fear of burfting the Tube, I tried it with feverai 
of SbdkefpeaPs Flays, and found it to deviate but 
very feldom from its Center, for any long Time, 
with any of them ; and tho* it did, indeed, fre- 
quently take a fhort Trip above the middle Region, 
1 plainly perceiv’d my Author had never loll his 
View or that Point It was juft the fame, when 
upon reading fome of thofc Puns, or what the French 


• This Thought our Author Teems to have borrow’d from 
the Tatler, who fays, Shakefpear had an agrcable Wildnefr 
and Warmth of Imagination,” 

call 
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call Jeu de Mots (or Play with Words) of which thi$ 
great Author is but too full ; when, I fay, I read 
fomc of fhefe Paffagcs, and the Spirits in rhy Tube 
thereupon funk below their Center, they foon 
mounted again, and^ with my Author^ returned to? 
their proper Situation. By moft of our modem 
Plays, they were very bufy towards the two Extre- 
mities, frequently rifing and falling feveral Tinies, 
during the Reading of a fingle Scene, but rarely con- 
tinuing, for any Time, within the five middlemoft 
Degrees : But I had the Satisfadlion, at reading 
Mr. Addifon^s Cato^ to find, that, notwithft^ding 
they often rofe two Degrees above the Center^ they 
never, tho* a Tragedy^ went more than a full De- 
gree below it. 

I RESOLVED next to make a Trial whh fome 
other Books, and fetch’d an Arm-ful, without, exa- 
ruining into them. The firft I open’d was Eacbardt^ 
Gazetteer y v/hich funk the Spirits of my Tube at 
leaft three Degrees below the middle Point, but 
they rofe near as much above it, on laying that 
down, and taking up the ^ale of a Tub, With the 
Atlantis^ I obferved, they always rofe to Spright- 
linefsy and fometimes to Fire. I tried my Thermo- 
meter with feveral of the Spectators and Tatlers^ and 
always found it (rife or fall exaftly as the Subjeib 
requir’d j infomuch that I was able to diftinguilh 
the Author of every particular Piece, by my Glafs,- 
before I came to the End of it, to know it by the 
final Letter. Having made thefe Experiments,' 
with Books of lb many different Subjedls, I ref Iv’d 
before I concluded, to make a Trial with a Book 
or two of Divinity : The firft that came to my 
Hands, was a Volume of Archbilhop Tillotfon*s 
Sermons, and I foon found all the Signs of a ftrong 
Judgment, fervent Zeal, and ardent Dcfire of con- 
vincing Mankind of the faving Truths of the Go- 
fpcl, which I had Rcafon to expeft from fo great 
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and good a Man. I next made a Trial with a 
fmall Piece of Baxter's^ which, tho* the Man*s In- 
tent may have been upright, 1 found fo clogged 
with the Weight of Dulnefs, that it feldom reach’d 
the middle Region, without, at the fame Time, 
running up to all the Height of Enthufiaftical 
Madncfs and Extravagance. 

My Tea being, by this Time, brought up, 
while I was drinking, I began to pleafc myfelf 
with the Hopes of being one Day Matter of fo 
ufeful and diverting a Piece of Art. I had ob- 
fcrved, in my Friend’s Repofitory, a Phial of 
Liquor exaftly of the Colour of that in the Tube \ 
and as I did not doubt but the Virtue was con- 
tained in the Spirits, (conceiving it would be eafy 
to get the Machine made) I hop’d I might ob- 
tain a fmall Share thereof. As we are apt to 
anticipate our Joys as well as our Fears, I began 
to number the Difcoveries I fliould, from Time to 
Time, make with this new Machine. There are,’ 
thought I, feveral particular Societies, as well in 
the City of London^ as elfewhere, whofe Judg- 
ments and Underttandings I fhall meafure with 
the greateft Exactitude, and I fhall follow (faid 
I to myfelf ) the Inhabitants of that great City and 
its Suburbs, in all their Haunts, from the Church 
to the Play-hou(e. Nay, I flatter’d myfelf, with 
the pleafing Hopes, that there fhould not be the 
leaft Grain of corrupt, depraved Tatte among us, 
but what I fliould ferret out and difeover, by 
Means of this my thermometer: That being de- 
tedted, and expofed to the Eye of the whole World, 
the Evil might, by Degrees, be removed, and 
a better Tatte and Judgment be thoroughly rc- 
ftored and ettabliflied amongft us. 

I BEGAN to wifli myfelf a larger Portion of 
this wonderful Liquor, than I could hope to ob- 
tain, in Order to make a Prefent of one of thefe 

L Thermo* 
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ITbermomtcrs to every one of our Journalifts, that 
they might, with the Help thereof, form better 
Judgments of their Authors, than moft of them 
have hitherto done: And to the Writers of our 
Publick News, and more particularly Political 
Papers, to whom it would be of the fame Uni- 
A^erfal Benefit. If every Author (thought I) and 
every Bookfeller could have one, how much un- 
neceffary Labor would it fave the former, ' and 
Expence the latter, and how many Squabbles would 
it not prevent ? 

I CONCLUDED my Speculations by thinking, 
that as the fmall Stock of this ineftimable Spirit, 
Avhich I could hope to have, would foon beex- 
haufted, it might be for the good of the Public 
to recommend it earneftly to that illuftrious Body of 
Enquirers into the Wonders of Nature and Art, 

the R 1 S y, and their worthy Pr 1, 

to fpend fome of the Hours they frequently em- 
ploy upon Matters of mere Speculation, which 
are of little or no Benefit to Mankind, in the 
Search after this Secret of fo univerfal Advantage. 
They who feek to enrich and agrandize themfelves 
in the fruitlefs Attempt after the PhilofophePs 
Stone (thought I) would perhaps fooner find their 
Accounts in this \ and it might as well deferve a 
Pretmium being fet upon it as the Longitude. 

In the mean Time, as this rare Invention came 
firft from^a very diftant Region, it might be worth 
the while of an E — 1 1- — a or 5 — 
to make Enquiry, among the Philofophers and 
wife Men of the feveral Places they come to, after 
this valuable Commodity •, it might bring as much 
Advantage, and be Icfs hazardous than any other 
Branch of private Trade •, at leaft, it would not 
expofe them to the unreafonable and ill-natured 
Enquiries of their Superiors, when> poor innocent 

Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen, they perhaps only follow the Steps of 
their Predeceffors, now their Matters. 

Having finitti’d my Breakfatt, Curiofity led 
me to examine the other little Machine, which 
my Friend had lent me, I found, upon opening 
the Cafe, a curious Quadrangular Pyramid of 
Ebony, retting upon four little golden Balls, on 
the four Corners of a well-proportioned Pedettal, 
which again retted on four Balls of the fame Me- 
tal, and of a fomething larger Size. Both Pedettal 
and Pyramid werecurioufly inlaid with what I took 
to be Chine fe Charafters, in Gold, and, oh the 
Top of all was an Urn of the fame. The Pyramid 
was perforated in the Form of two Arches one 
above the other. In the lower Arch was an Image 
of Saturn^ of a yellowifh Metal, and in the upper 
Arch hung a fmall Bell. As all this gave me no 
Idea of the Virtues or Ufe of this little Inftrument. 
I had immediate Recourfe to the Manufcript which 
my Friend gave me with it 5 and I there found it 
was an Invention of an ancient Chinefe Philofopher, 
Z2i\Vd Bratnin-^am-Bo'I^t^ and that he had given 
it the Name of Pe-Kad’En-Nofcb^ or the Touch- 
stone OF Sincerity. It likewife acquainted 
me, that the Figure of Saturn had been formed 
by a fecret Sympathetic Art, under a certain Influ- 
ence of the Planets, and of the fame Metal as the 
moving Statue of Dcedalus : And that the Bell was 
of the fame Compofition as the Image of the 
Dodoncean Jupiter^ with the Greeks^ which gave 
a certain Sound, when the Beams of the Sun darted 
upon it. Upon farther Exarhination, I found the 
Virtue and Ufe of this pretty Pyramid greatly to ex- 
ceed the Beauty of its Strudure. My Manufcript in- 
form’d me, that if it was placed upon a Table, in 
the Midft of a Company that was in Dilcourfe, 
either the Figure that was in the lower Arch, or 
the Bell * over its Head, would be in continual 

L 2 Motion, 
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Motion, according as the Pcrfon fpeaking 
finccrc, falfe, or prevaricating in what he faid. If 
Heart and Tongue agreed, the little Figure would 
move its Head and nod, more or lefe, in Propor- 
tion to his Integrity ; but if Deceit, Flattery, or 
formal Compliment, without any Meaning, had 
any Share in his Difcourfe, the Bell would begin 
to ring with more or lefs Force, as his Words ap- 
proach’d nearer, or were at a greater Diftance 
Irom his Mind. As I was alone and could con- 
fequently make no Experiments with this Machine, 
but on myfclf, 1 muft defer a farther Account of 
it to another Opportunity, and can only fay now, 

I had the Satisfadtion to find, that happening oc- 
cafionally to throw out an Ejaculation to the Su- 
freme Beings my Friend Saturn faid ^men to it 
with a Nod ; I thereupon put it into the Cafe a- 
gain, and, laying it carefully in my Trunk, re- 
folv*d to conclude this Letter with an Account of 
the fatal Cataftrophe of a Gentleman, with whom I 
had formerly an Intimacy in Holland. The Perfon 
I mean, was C — nf— -r H—n^ formerly Secretary 

to the unhappy Baron G r/z, firft Minifter of 

State to Charles XII, of Sweden^ who was facri- 
ficed to the Fury of the Populace, after the Death 

of that extraordinary Monarch. Monf. H n 

was a Gentleman of folid Learning, a found Judg- 
ment, great Experience, and the moft ready Wit 
I ever met with in any one Man, but withal a 
perfedt Debauchee. He was let into the Secret of 
all his Matter’s Intriegues, and was one of his 

principal Agents in (hem. This made the S 1 

of « conceive great Hopes of making fe- 

veral Difeoveries by his Means : He was accord- 
ingly put under clofe Confinement, and as all the 
fair Promifes they could make him were of no 
Weight to engage him to betray his Matter, the 
prevalent Argument of the Rack was more than 

once 
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once made Ufe of to convince him of his Miftake: 
But as he had the Courage and Prelcnce of Mind, 
even to undergo this Torture, without flinching, 
he was himfelt tried for high Crimes againfl: the 
State, and, being convidted, was fcntencM to a 
(hameful and painful Death. After Condemnation, 
Offers of a conditional Pardon were again tender’d 
him, but in vain, ’till the Night before his intended ‘ 
Execution, having taken a plentiful Dofe of Bur- 
gundy^ he threw off what he afterwards call’d a falfe * 
Point of Honor, and refledfed upon the Folly of • 
facrificing his own Life, for the Sake of a Perfon 
who had drawn him into this and who* 

perhaps would not have parted with a Finger to 
fave his. He, therefore, gave Notice, about' 
Midnight, of his Refolution to difeover all that 
he knew, which he did the next Day, and ob- 
tained his Pardon. After the Death of his Un- 
fortunate Matter, Monf. H n attach’d himfelf 

to the Service of the D. of H w, who made 

him A ck C nf r, and employed him' 

in his Finances : But fome Years after, for Reafons 
I am not inform’d of, he quitted that Prince’s 
Service, and was put in Poffeffion of a Bailiwic 
in the Duchy ot Lunenburg^ in the Service of our 
prefent King. He had not enjoyed that Station 
long, before, upon a Quarrel with the Super-In- 
tendant of the Dittridl, he was involv’d in a te- 
dious and expenfive Suit* of Law, and was oblig’d 
to retire from his Bailiwic. In this Retiremenc 
it was I contrafted an Intimacy with him, and 
was highly delighted with his Converfation when 
fober , which , however , was not often ; for 

after his Troubles in St //«, he gave himfelf 

up to exceffive drinking, efpecially to Drams in a 
^ Morning j and, in his Cups, would fay, two 
Bottles, of Burgundy had faved him from an un-r 
timely Death, who then could blame him for 

L 3 valuing 
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valuing what he had received fo great a Benefit 
from ? He was, as I have already faid, a D^- 
lauchee^ and in his Difcourfe apt to difcover too much 
of the Free-Thinker : However, he always pre- 
tended to a Senfe of Religion 5 and was a pun(^al 
Obfi^rver of that praftical Devotion, in which the 
Germans are, in genera!, too apt to place the whole 
of their Duty. His Morning Prayers he, in par- 
ticular, feldom omitted, and ( as I think, the 
Spectator fomewhere fays, on a like Ocafion) mfely 
conftdering^ that he might not he in a Condition^ to do 
the famey at Nighty would perform bis Evenings 
Service y at the fame Time, 

He had the good Fortune, in the Sequel, to 
triumph over his Adverfary, the Super-lntendant, 
and not only recovered all Damages ; but, as a 
Recompenfe for his Sufferings, had a more con- 
fiderable Bailiwic confer’d upon him. He was 
now, as one would reafonably conclude, arrived 
at the Height of his Defires, and might have 
fpent the Remainder of his Days, in as comfortable 
a Manner, as a reafonable Man could hope or ex- 
peft : But, by what Fatality, is not eafy to deter- 
mine, after having gone thro* an Infinity of Trou- 
bles, and overcome them all, in this happy State, 
he himfelf put a Stop to the Career of his good For- 
tune, and, with all the Sedatenefs and Premedi- 
tation imaginable, brought upon his own Head 
the difmal Catajirophcy of which I (ball now, after 
this long Preamble, give you an Account. 

Being in this feeming happy State of Life, 
and having for feveral Days before convers’d 
with his Acquaintance, in that free and plcafant 
Manner, which was natural to him, on the 12th of 
Mayy laft, N. S. in the Morning, he fliot himielf, 
in his own Chamber, in the King’s Houfe, in the 
Bailiwic of Hertzberg, He had plac’d the Piftol 
at his right Eye j for there it appeared the Ball 
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went in, pafsM thro* his Brains, and went out 
again at the Crown of his Head. There had ap- 
pear’d no Signs of fudden Difcontent in him for any 
Time before: On the contrary, it feems he had 
calmly made feveral Preparations for this tragical 
Catajirophey which argue it was the EfFeft of a pre- 
meditated and fteady Refolution. Not long be- 
fore he committed the Suicide, he put on a new Suit 
of Cloaths : Upon his Table, was found a Letter 
to his Majefty of Great Britain^ begging his Par- 
don for ftaining his Manfion-houfe, with his Blood ; 
returning him Thanks for all his Royal Favors, 
and giving him fome Reafons why he was weary 
of the World. In his Pocket, was found a Paper 
with the following Lines: 

Las de boire et de manger ^ 

Las de trahir mes CreancierSy 
Las de lajfer mes Amisy 
Las des Pourfuites des Ennemisy 
Las de vivre a la L'orture^ 

Las de voir la mime Tourlurey 
Las enfin de moi-mimey 
Je meurs d'une Refiznaiion extrime. 

Adieu 

Hertzberg, ceizMaij, 1727. 



* Various were the Opinions of Mankind, what could 
move this unhappy Gentleman, with whom I* was not only 
acquainted but correfponded to the laft, to take away his 
own Life in this violent Manner : The moll general was, 
that as he was given to Liquor, he did it in a drunken Fit : 
But I have been credibly inform’d, he went fober to Bed, the 
Night before, and had drank nothing but Tea, the fatal 
Morning. That he was under no Difcontent of Mind is 
certain. I have an Original Letter of his yet by me, written 
Dot a Month before his unfortunate End, full of ExprelTions 
of the higheft Satisfaftion, in the Station of Life he was then 
ID j acquainting me with a Defign he had formed of intro- 
<iucing Church-muhek in his Dillri<^, and defiring me to 
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procure him fome Anthems for that Purpofe. What Reafons he 
may have ailed gM to his Majefty for this Deed, 1 never could 
learn ; but it is to me felf-evidcnt, that a very ill State of 
Health, being in almoll continual Pain, and a deprav’d Ap- 
petite, which had left him no Tafte of what he moll de- 
lighted in. Luxury, had made him weary of himfelf, and 
of the World, and this is plainly exprefs’d in the Lines that 
were found in his Pocket, of which I (ball give the Reader 
9 literal Tranllation : 

Weary of Drinking and Eating, 

Weary of deceiving my Creditors,. 

Weary of tiring out my Friends, 

Weary of the Per/ecution of my Enemies, 

Weary of living in continual Pain, 

Weary of feing the fame Thing over again, t 

Weary, in Jhort, of myfelf, 

J dy with an extream Eejignation ; 

Farewell. 



Letter XIX. 

SIR , Hamburg: 

I N C E my laft, I have fpent a few 
Hours, in endeavouring at a Tranfla- 
tion of the Allegorical Manufeript I men- 
tion’d in a former Letter, entitled, A 
Description of the Empire of Pathiaj 
of which, as it is fliort, I fend you a Copy. 

Under the Title, were the following Words of 
Cicero, inftead of a Mo{fo : 

Duplex eji vis animorum, Una pars in appetiiu 
pofita ejl, qucd horhinem hue (A iUuc rapit. Altera 
in ratione^ quee docet £s? explanat^ quid faciendum, 
fugiendumque fi$. ut ratio prcefit, appetitus 

eibt^mperet^ 

“ The 
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^ The Empire of Pathia is a G)untry which 

* abounds in every Thing that can be fubfervient 
‘ to the Neceffity, Convenience and Ornament of 
‘ human Life. Cephale, Metropolis of this 
‘ Empire^ of an oval Form, is the Refidence of its 
‘ EmprefSy who, for her extraordinary Infightand 
‘ Prudence, in the. Management of the public 
‘ Affairs, as well as her own priv^ate Oeconomy; 
‘ obtained of her Subjefts the additional Name 
‘ of Reason. 

“ Baron Will, firft Minifter of State to the 
‘ Emprefs, was a Nobleman better qualified for 
^ Execution than Counfel, and who, tho* he was 
‘ too hafty and capricious to weigh Matters duly, 

* or to take any Thing under mature Deliberation, 
‘ was the more expeditious and dextrous in the 
‘ Performance of his Duty. With thefe Quali- 
‘ ties, he was firmly fix’d in the Empfefs’s Favor j 
‘ for, as Ihe was herfelf of a penetrating Sagacity, 
‘ in all her Counfels, (he had no farther Occafion 
‘ for his Service, than to fee them duly executed, 

“ This Minifter was married to a young Coun- 

* tefs, one of the Emprefs’ s Attendants, whofe 
‘ Maiden-name was Lady Fancy. Her more 
‘ than ordinary Capacity, and her Officioufnefs, 
‘ in the Choice of every Thing relating to Drels, 
‘ and in the Management of the had gain’d 
‘ her the particular Eftcem of the Emprefs, her 
‘ Miftrefs, and flie was very afliduous to fecure 
‘ her Favor, by agreably entertaining her, when 
‘ in waiting, with a thoufand pretty Conceits, 
‘ and little Pieces of Poetry, of her own Compo- 
‘ fition. The Credit and Power this Lady had at 
V Court received an additional Luftre, upon her 
‘ Marriage with Baron Will, and the Emprefs 
‘ was continually heaping her.Favors on the young 
‘ Couple. Among other Marks of it, flie made 

them a Prefent of one of her largeft and noblell 

Caftles, 
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^ Caftles» built in a triangular Form, call’d Car- 
Di A, (ituate at a fmall Diftance from Cephale* 
Here our Baron, and his fprightly Countcfs, 
lived in great Splendor and Pomp, and were, in 
Proccfs of Time, blels’d with a numerous IlTue. 
Their firft Child was a Daughter, of exquifite 
Beauty, and fo engaging a Behavior, that fhe 
was diftinguifli’d by the Name of Lady Lovely. 
She had four Sifters, the two eldeft of which 
bore fome Refemblance to her charming Self, as 
well in Mien as Carriage. The nrft, whofc 
Name was Lady Hope, tho’ a very Dwarf in 
Stature, had a moft agreable Countenance, and 
was the true Image of Patience. The fecond 
was a fprightly jolly Girl, a great Lover and 
Encourager of Plays, Balls and Mafquerades, 
and went by the Name of Lady Gay. The 
other two poffefs’d very untoward Qualities, and 
were of a melancholy and crazy Conftitution. 
Lady Anxiety, the eldeft of them, would 
** fpend Hours, in a folitary Mood, in her Clofet, 
and generally in Tears. On the other Hand, 
** Lady Timorous, the youngeft,, was continu- 
ally liable to convulfive Fits. They had but 
** one Brother, who was not only very deformed 
in his Perfon, but of fo ftrange a Caft of Mind, 
that they could think of no properer Appellation 
for him, than Squire Splenatic. 

Lady Lovely had hardly attained to Years 
of Maturity, when the Emprcfs married her to a 
Gentleman of great Honor, and approved Cou- 
rage, of the ancient Family of the True- 
Goods. This noble Youth did not, indeed, 
poffefs the moft advantageous Blcflings of For- 
tune : But fo great was his Merit, that this 
difeerning Princefs thought him worthy of a 
confiderable Penfion *, and let the new-married 
Couple want for nothing that could contribute to 

• their 
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“ their Felicity. They lived together in the moft 
** perfeft Harmony and Satisfaftion, and were in 
high Efteem with every one. Integrity, 
Justice, CoMPASSiONand Friendship were 
“ four of their Children •, but Hiftory is filent, 
whether they had any more. The whole Family 
was advanced to the moft eminent Pofts at 
Court ; and as the Emprcfs was perfedlly happy 
“ in the Choice of her Servants, they, on. their 
Parts, lived in all Manner of Affluence and 
Plenty, under fo gracious a Sovereign. The 
“ Commonalty, in the mean Time, wanted nothing 
“ to compleat their Felicity, under fo mild and 
“ prudent an Adminiftration, but to be truly fen- 
“ fible of it. 

“While Pathia was in this profpcrousand 
“ happy State, a Foreigner, from a neighbouring 
“ Ifle, came to vifit it : He was a Perfon of an 
“ agreable outward Appearance, and had a very 
“ pompous Train ; but, in his Heart, was a fubtle 
“ Knave, and a Man void of all Confcience and 
“ Honor. The Marquis of Self-Interest ffor 
“ fo his real Name was afterwards difcovered to be j 
“ was received in Cardia, in a very courteous 
“ Manner, by Baron W ill, who was fo deceived, 
“ by his Fawning and Flattery, that of the moft 
deceitful of Hypocrites, he made him his moft in- 
“ timate Friend and Confident. 

“The daily Converfuion the Marquis had in 
“ Baron Will’s Family, gave him an Oppor- 
“ tunity of being acquainted with Lady Lovely’s 
“ Beauty and Virtues, which fo poffefs’d his perverle 
“ Mind, already ripe for the moft flagrant Villa- 
“ nies, that he found Means to poifon her Husband 
“ True-Good, and afterwards, by a feign’d 
“ Compaffion, artfully to gain the innocent Heart 
of a Lady, who had never known what Fraud 
and Sufpicion were. 


“ The 
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‘‘ The old Baron, her Father, countenance* 
the Lover’s Addreffes, and the young Widow* * 
was fo indifcreet to marry him privately, with- 
-out the Knowledge of her Benefaftrefs. The 
• Emprefs had no Sufpicion of the Marriage, ’till 
it was too late to remedy it ; but was then fo 
enraged at the clandeftine Proceeding, that, in 
the Height of her Difpleafure, flie not only dif- 
carded the whole Family of the Wills, from 
all their important Ports, but forbid all Manner 
of Intcrcourfe between Cephale and Cardia. 
“ During the Difgrace of this Family, the 
Marquis of Self-Interest had three Sons, by 
his Lady^ The eldert was a bold, indefatigable 
Adventurer : He imagined he could reach the 
** Clouds, if he could but once attain the Summit 
of a Mountain in View, nor could the greateft 
Difficulties obrtru<rt his climbing up to the Top 
of it : And when, with inexpreffible Labor, he 
had gained that Point, if another Mountain of 
greater Height appeared between him, and his 
propofed Aim, he would, with the fame Ala- 
crity, attempt to fcale that likewife. This 
afpiring Youth was generally known by the 
“ Name of Lord Ambition. The next Brother 
was a great Promoter of all Manner of public 
Shews and Diverfions, and a vehement Lover 
** of the Fair Sex, who dirtinguifli’d him by the 
Name of Squire Sensual. The youngert. Squire 
Avarice, who had a very unlucky Afpeft, was 
always fwell’d up, and ready to burrt with Jea- 
loufies and Sufpicions, and was continually dream- 
ing of Thieves. When his &*others had new 
Cloaths given them, he, for his Part, defired 
the Value of thofe defign’d for him in ready 
Mony, which he hoarded with great Care. Thele 
“ three Brothers, tho’ they differed fo widely in 
their Tempers and Inclinations, po0efs*d one 

Quality, 
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^ Quality, which was common to them all: 
They had moft voracious and infatiable Ap- 
** petites. 

“ They no fooner arrived at Years of Difcre- 
tion, than their turbulent Tempers put them 
“ 'upon all Manner of Projeds to raife their For- 
“ tunes. At Court, where Reason rul’d, they 
had no Admiflion i it was, therefore, the Favor 
“ of the Populace they courted. The two eJdcft 
Brothers, who lived in great Splendor and Mag- 
nificence, foon gained their Point, by their 
Liberality: And the many Sums of Mony, 
** which the youngeft had placed at Intereft, 
among the trading Part of the Nation, brouglTr^ 
** likewife, no fmall Number over to their Faftion, 
Having thus ftrengchened their Intereft, they 
openly declared againft the Court, and infinuatcd 
to the Vulgar, that the Emprefs, being ncrw 
old, was no longer able to fupport the Weight 
of the Government •, and that the Empire was 
by no Means in io flouriftiing a State, as for- 
merly, under the Adminiftration of their Mo- 
“ ther’s Family. The giddy Croud, ever prone 
to change, laid hold of the firft Opportunity to 
“ rebel ; and the three Brothers managed fo art- 
“ fully, that they foon got a private Intelligence 
with the Inhabitants of Cephale •, while thofc 
of Cardia, taking Arms in the N ight-time, 
“ furprized the Metropolis, feized the Emprefs in 
her Bed, and hurried her away to Confinement. 
“ The Government devolving, by this Revo- 
‘‘ lution, on the Family of theW'iLLs, theold 
‘‘ Baron declared himfelf Regent ; the Marquis of 
“ Self-Interest was made Stadt-holder \ the 
eldeft of his three Sons, Chief Minifter of State \ 
‘‘ the fecqnd, Marjhal of the Courts and the 
‘‘ youngeft Lord-^reafurer. The Populace rejoiced 
‘‘ at what* they call’d a Lucky Change. Strange, 
> and 
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and ’till then unheard of, Projedls were thought 
‘‘ on, to raife the Splendor and Credit of the 
“ Nation, which, they pretended, were confide- 
rably reduced and funk, during the indolent 
Reign of the confined Emprefe. Path i a foon 
“ became a general Refort of all who traveled 
from other Regions, with the View of Pleafure 
and Senfuality only, and in Order to return as 
very Affes as when they fet out. Her Palaces 
and Seats were fuperb ; Hofpitality reign’d every 
where ; Plays, Ridotto^s^ Affemblies, and all 
“ Manner of public Shews and Diverfions were 
‘‘ exhibited, in a moft pompous Manner, and far 
exceeding whatever had been feen during their 
depofed Sovereign’s Reign. In fliort, nothing 
feem’d to be a Bar to the Grandeur and Felicity 
of the new Regent, and his Agents, but that 
they were foon immerg’d in innumerable Debts. 
“To put a Stop to this Evil, which muft 
“ have haften’d their Fall, they bethought them- 
felves of an artful, but wicked Stratagem. A 
Proclamation was iflued, ordering all the current 
Coin of the Nation to 1^ brought to the Mint, 
“ to be re-coined, in Order to efface the Image of 
“ the late Emprefs : But, by Means of a certain 
Metal, the Invention and Compofition of which 
“ was owing to the Family of the Wills, they 
debafed it to one Third of its former intrinfic 
Value, in fuch Manner, that it was not difco- 
“ verable either by the Touch or Weight. The 
“ Nation was blinded with the fair out-fide Shew, 
of this new and dazling Species, and received 
“ it from the Mint again, without Murmuring, 
upon the ancient Footing. Luxury and Pompy 

grounded on the falfe Appearances of imaginary 
“ Riches, fpread, like a contageous Difeafe, over 
the whole Land , but foon gave Way to Penury 
“ and Want. 
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<< S<^uiRE Avarice lent Urge Sums, at an 
exorbitant Intereft, to the Needy, and thereby 
hurried on their impending Ruin. Squire Sple« 
NATic, who, notwithftanding his many and 
“ known ill Qualities, was now raifed to a confi- 
‘‘ derable Poft in the Adminiftration, deprefs’d 
** Merit, wherever it rear’d its Head. Squire 
Sensual debauch’d the Wives and Daughters 
“ of the principal Inhabitants. The Regent him- 
fclf govern’d every Thing, according to the 
“ Dictates of his own Obftinacy, right or wrong \ 
and his Grandfon, Ambition, entangled the 
Empire in an unneceffary aud fatal War, with a. 
“ neighbouring Nation, about fome trifling Punc^ 
“ iilid^s of Honor. Integrity, Justice, Com- 
“ passion and Friendship were banifli’d the 
“ State, for oppofing thefc pernicious Proceedings. 
** In fhorr, the Subjefts foon became fenfible, that 
inftead of a gracious Emprefs, they had now a 
‘‘ many-headed Tyrant at the Helm : But as- 
V Hope and Joy had long fince left their Con- 
‘‘ fines, they had no Refugero fly to, but the two 
“ Ladies, Anxiety and Timorous. . 

“ This Confufion muft neceflarily have brought 
the whole Nation into utter Ruin, had not a cer- 
tain Matron, who was held in particular Efleem 
by the late Emprefs ; but, by the Populace, was 
** look’d upon to be no better than a Sorcerefs, 
interpofed, and put a Stop to this Mifery, while 
yet there was a Remedy. This prudent and 
‘‘ venerable Sybils whofe Name was Experi- 
‘‘ ENCE, taking the Opportunity of a Fair, ap- 
pear’d in the Midft of the Croud, on the Mar- 
kct-place, and holding up a Piece of the late 
‘‘ Emprefs’s Coin, in the Sight of all the People, 
“ This^ my Friends and Fellow-fufferers (faid fiiq) 
is a Coin which will bear aH 'Tefts ; (holding, at 
‘‘ the fame Time a Glafs over it, whicli, by con^ 

' - tra6lin<j: 
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** trading the Rays of the Sun into a Center, had 
the Power to melt all Metals of a bafe Alloy j) 

** But this (continued fhe, holding up. a Piece of 
the new Coin, which, upon applying her Glafs 
to it, was reduced to its intrinfic Value) can 
hardly withjland the leaft Degree of Trial : And 
“ jult fo are all the imaginary Advantages of your new 
Form of Government ; aazzlingj out of no Du- 
“ ration. Is it for Ms Phantom^ you have bartered i 
« ‘ the happy Adminijlration of your- ^os'd Sovereign ? 

♦‘The Populace, whofe Eyes began to be 
“ opened, at fo palpable a Conviftion, finding 
“ themfelves wounded ifi the moft fenfible Parr, 

“ their Riches, took up Arms, by unanimous Con- 
“ fent, brought the depofed Emprefs out of her • 
“ Confinement, and reftored her to her lawful ' 
“ Throne. Their Rage would have hurried them 
“ on to exterminate the whole Race of the Wills, 

“ had not this gracious Princefs herfelf appeas’d 
“ their fury, and given immediate Command to 
“ facrifice Self-Interest, to their Revenge; 

“ declaring, at the fame Time, that tho* the Fa- 
mily of the Wills were wholly unqualified for 
“ the Adminiftration, fhe had' other Employ- 
“ ments for them, in which they might be of real 
“ Benefit to the Common Weal. 

“ This Defeription, as it is called, is plainly 
“ an Allegorical Hiftory of the Passions, 

“ and contains the following viz. 

“ That the Happinefs of this Life conjifts chiefly in 
“ the Moderation and Government of thefe Pajfions. . 

“We attribute two different Powers to the j 
“ Soul, Reason and the Will. teaches 

“ us how to determine our Views, and it is the 
“ Bufinefs of the WiU to put them in Execution; 

According to the Carteftans^ Reafon has its Seat 
“ in the Brain, and the JVilli with its PalTions, 

“ LovCy Joy^ Hope^ Fear^ Sorrow^ Hatreds &c. 

“ in 
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in the Heart. As long as the Will is govern’d 
‘‘ by Reafon^ folong a Man is in his natural and 
“ tranquil State : All his Paffions are kept within 
‘‘ their proper Bounds ; and therein confifts the 
Happineis of Life : But no foon^r does Selfi- 
“ Interefi poifon his good Intentions, and his 
“ Paffions get the better of Reafon^ than he is in 
‘‘ an unnatural Situation, and a confus’d State of 
‘‘ Mind. All his Paffions are Slaves to Intempe- 
“ ranee, they lead him into a Labyrinth of Dif- 
orders ; and herein confifts the greateft Mifery 
“ Mankind is liable to, in this World. 

‘‘The only Method we have to remedy thi3 
“ Evil is, to take the Opportunity, when ouf’ 
“ Paffions lulled afleep, to weigh, in the Bal- 
“ lance of Experience ^ the true and intrinfic Value 
“ of every Objedf, which is wont to flatter our 
“ Imaginations, and thereby learn not to let our 
“ Affections chiefly on thofe Things, which are 
“ leaft deferving of them ; but, on the contrary, 

“ put that Value upon all Things, as they, with 
“ Propriety and Juft ice, deferve *, and, on the 
“ other Hand, to proportion our Sorrow and 
“ Care, to our aClual, and not to our imaginary 
“ Loffes and Wants. 

“In this Examination of the intrinfic Value 
“ of Things, we muft have an Eye, firft, to the 
GoodnefSi and, fecond, to the Duration of them : 
“ Whether they promote our Happinefs, and how 
“ long they are capable of doing it ? Let us, for 
“ Inftance, examine, the Honors, Pleafures and» 
“ Riches of this World, ^^y this Rule. Are they 
“ real fubftantial Goods ? Are they attended with 
“ no Cares, noApprehenfions,noUneafineffes ? As 
“ far as they are liable to any of thefe, fo far they 
“ are Ihort of being real Felicities. But fuppofing 
they were wholly free from thefe Inconveniencies, 
the Queftion yet* repeuins, of what Duration 
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are they ? Will they laft to the End of our 
Days ? How long are we fare of Health, or 
even of Life itfelf to enjoy them ? To coa- 
elude, is our Life more than a Moment in 
Comparifon with Eternity ? How then can they 
be faid to be durable ? In Reality, they arc no 
‘‘ more than an empty tranfitory Vapour, a 
“ .Thing of nothing,, which has no real or elTen- 
‘ tial Being. 

“ When we have, in this Manner, difco*- 
vered the deceitful Alloy of this counterfeit 
“ Coin, which has blinded the Eyes of our Un- 
“ derftanding, Reafon afeends her Throne again, 
and our Pajftons are confined within their proper 
“ Bounds. Nothing in this World can awake 
“ any immoderate Defires in us, nor are we ever, 
“ beyond Meafure, concernM for the Lofs or 
“ Want of any Thing. By this alone, we may 
“ come very near to the higheft Pitch of Happi- 
“ nefs we are here capable of, and keep Pofleflion 
of it when we have attained it \ 

To 


♦ To this, 1 cannot forbear adding a fine Paragraph front 
our Spe^ators, (VoL VI, p. 49.) and ihall then leave the Reader 
to form a Judgment upon the whole. 

That ingenious Author, having alledg’d it to be “ a mighty 
Miflake, that the Palfions fhould be fo entirely fubdued, as^ 

«« to be quite extinguilh’d, which is puting out the Light of 
the Soul ; little Irregularities being fometimes not only to 
be born with ; but to be cultivated too, as they are frequently 
^ attended with the greateft Perf^ions ; ” He then concludes, 
ahat ** fince the Pafiions are the^ Principles of human Aftions, - j 
we muft endeavour to manage fo as to retain their Vigor,. i 
yet keep them under ftri6l Command : We muft govern 
them rather like free Subje£ls than Slaves ; left, while we 
** intend to make them obedient, they become abje^l, and 
unfit for thofe great Purpofes, to which they were defign*d. 

** For my Part, I muft confefs, I could never have any Re- 
gard to that Seft of Philofophers, who fo much infifted< 
upon an abfolute Indifterence and fromall Pafiion : 

For 
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T 0 finifli this Letter, I fliall tell you, that I 
have^ this Week, been to fee two Opera* one a 
very magnificent (howy Piece, cal Pd Nero, 
tranflated from the Italian^ and the Mufic composed 
by that excellent Italian Mailer, Orlandini. The 
other, another of thofe whimfical Pieces, calPd 
Qomc Operc^s^ as ridiculous as Tragi-Comedies, 
which are the Produft of the Englijh Theatre, and 
(as the Spectator juftly obferves) one of the molt 
monftrous Inventions, that ever entered into a 
Poet’s Thoughts. This was entitled •, Oat Ham- 
hrger Jahr-Marckt^ (or the Hambro* Fair^) being 
a virulent Satyr on the Times, particularly appli- 
cable to that Place, and full of perfonal Refieftions. 

I pick’d Acquaintance with a Gentleman in the 
Pit, who told me, that Mr. fF'-b is making Pre- 
paration to celebrate the King’s Birth Day with 
great Magnificence, and that Mr. L . . . . d has 
Orders to exhibit fomething very extraordinary, 
on that Occafion, on the Op^r^-Stage. I think to 
ftay fo long here to be an Eye-Witnefs of that So- 
lemnity ; after which, as I am inform’d His Ma- 
jelly intends to vifit his German Dominions this 
Summer, and to leave England immediately after 
his Birth-Day, I intend to embrace that Opportu- 
nity of feing the Court of Hanover in its greateft 
Splendor ; and I (hall give you a particular Ac- 
count of it,, as well for your own Satisfadlion, as 
that you may be able to obviate thofe Scurrilities 
and invidious Refledions, which you have fo often 
heard call on the Illuftrious Houfe, under whofc 
aufpicious Government, we have now the Advan- 
tage and Happinels to be. I am, fjfr* 


" For it feems to me a Thing very inconfiftent, for , a Alan to 
•* diveft himfelf of Humanity, in Order to acquire Tranquility 
of Mind, and to eradicate the very Principles of Action, 
^ l^ecattic it is pofiible they may produce ill Effe^s. 
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Letter XX. 



Hamburg; 

A V I N G, fince my laft, made it 
my particular Bufinefs, to enquire in- 
to the ancient and prefent State ot 
Hamburgh I havedeftin’d this Letter 
to give you as circumftantial an Ac- 
count thereof, as I have hitherto been able to 
learn. 

V 

The Story of its being built by Drufus, in 
Honor to Jufiter Ammon^ I pafs by, as being 
generally efteem*^ a Fable ; and proceed to what we 
may depend on, with greater Certainty. 

I N the Year of our Lord 808, the Emperor 
Charlemaign^ or, as the Germans call him, Caro- 
lus Magnus^ caufed two Forts or Caftles to be 
built on the Elb^ to repel the Incurfions and Rava- 
ges df the IVenden^ and other Northern Infidels. 
One of them, on the North Side of this River, 
was call’d Hamburgh or Hammenburg (or the Cattle 
of or near the >^ood) from a little Wood, at 
about a Mile’s Diftance from where the City now 
Hands ; Hammen^ in the ancient German^ figni- 
fying a little Wood, and this Wood being in par- 
ticular call’d Hamma % and there is, to this Day, 
likewife a Village on the fame S^t, call’d Hamm. 
We find, indeed, feveral other Derivations of this 
Name, as from the Statue of Jufiter Ammon^ 
which Charlemaign deftroy’d there ^ or that thefirft 
Inhabitants were the Remains of the ancient Gam- 
hrivii, and the Place call’d formerly Gmbrmum ; 

or, 
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or, with Krantzius^ from an ancient Saxon Hero, 
caird Hatha but all thefe feem ground lefs The 
firft Legatus^ Lieutenant or Commander of this 
Fort, who likewife built it, was calPd Ois?, Udo^ 
or 0//<7, who firft call’d it Hochbucki^ or rather 
Hochhurg (the high Fort,) the North Banks of the 
Elb being very high thereabouts. It was taken and 
raz’d by the Barbarians^ two Years after but 
Charlemaign^ having repel’d thefe Infidels, the 
Year following, caufcd it to be rebuilt, and, as it 
wascuftomary for the neighbouring Inhabitants to 
refort to, and build near thefe Forts or Caftles, it 
foon became a populous Town. In 8ii, Cbarle- 
maign built the firft Church here, which he dedi- 
cated to our Saviour and the Virgin Mary^ and 
this was the only Church Hamburg had, for above 
350 Years. Ludovicus Pius^ the Son of Charle- 
maign y made it an Archbifhop’s See, in the Year 
833, and the Church of Hamburgh the Mother of 
all thofe of North- Albingia \ v/hich was foon after 
confirm'd by Pope Qregory. The firft Bifhop 
was St. AnfchariuSy a French Monk of the Order 
of St. Benedibfy a zealous Converter of the Infidels, 
and Promoter of the Chrijlian Religion, by whom 
it was planted in Denmark^ after he had converted 
thcjr King Ericky as likewife in Sweden \ for which 
he was call’d the Northern Apoftle, and was like- 
wife ftil’d Primaty and the Pope’s Legat for all the 
North. 

I N 845, the Danesy probably before they were 
converted tq the Chrijlian Religion by Anfehariusy 


* Chrifiopher SihiuSy an ancient Poet of Hamburgh was of 
the fame Opinion with our Author, as to the Derivation of 
the Name of Hamburgh which we may fee by the two follow- 
ing Latin Verfes of his : 

Hamburgum Silva <ui notum nmen ah Hama, 

Inter Billa tuosy ^ olorifer, Alftria duBus^ 

M 3 furpriz’d 
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furprizM Hamburgh and either flew or carried away 
captive all the ChriflianSy except a very fmall 
Number, who efcapM with their Bifhop, probably 
to Ramejloy now Bardewicky near Lunenhurgy for 
there Anfcharius rcfided afterwards, *till, in 848, 
he was tranflated to the See of Bremeuy where he 
was the fourth Bifliop, and the firft Archbifhop, 
that being made a Metropolitan See by Pope Ni- 
cholaiy with the Conferit^of Ludovtcus* here 
German Hiitorians differ, feme will have it, that 
Anfcharius only Archbifhop of Hamburg y 

and that after it was rebuilt, it was no more than 
an Epifcopal See : Others pretend, there was an 
Archbifhop, call’d Aridagusy before Anfcharius. 
but this feems improbable *. Others, again, wilj 
have it, that the Metropolitan See was not tranf- 
fePd to Bremen y ’till 1223, and yet others, that 
they were both Archbifhoprics ’till that Time; 
which to me feems the moft probable. Be thi§ 
as it will, the DaneSi having, forne few Years after, 
burnt the Suburbs, with the Bifhop’s Palace, and 
the fine Church built by hin^, and plunder’d the 
Town, left it ; whereupon Anfcharius returned^ 
and, repairing thefe Damages, took upon him the 


* I have an ancient German Manufcript-Chronicle of Ham* 
hurg by me, which, after having fuppofed Charlemaign, when 
he firft crofs’d the Eiby to North Albingia^ to have found 
Caftle on the North Side of the Elby call’d Hammenburgy fays; 
Cbarlemaign took this Caftle into his Proteflion, and having 
placed a Garrifon in it, under the Command of a Captain, 
call’d OttOy or Utboy built a Church there, in Honor to the* 
Virgin Mary^ and put it under the Diredlion of one Herida* 

f us a Pxieft, whom he defign’d to have made Archbilhop of a 
/letropolitan, to be eredled for the Eafiern and Northern Parts ; 
however, other weighty Affairs prevented the Accomplilhment' 
of it in his Time. This my Author places before the Year 
804, and tills Heridagus (or Aridagus ) was, probably, the 
Perfon, fuppofed by fome Authors to have been Archbilhop 
of Hamburg before Aafeban'u;, * ‘ ' 

- . . ■ " ■ ■ ' ■ Sec 
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See again, but whether as Bifliop or Archbiniop, I 
lhall not pretend to determine. He died, however, 
in Bremen^ A. 865, in the fixtieth Year of his 
Age: But the Hamburghers have, to this Day, 
a Remembrance of him, one Part of their Haven, 
which is now a Market for Sea-fifli, where for- 
merly one of the Gates of the City, which bore 
his Name, flood, is yet call’d, from him, the 
S char -Thor, or Gate. 

The Danes and Swedes y who had been converted 
by him, apoftatizing after his Death, with the Af- 
fiftance of the Infidel IVendeny took,* ravaged and 
burnt this City, feveral Times afterwards j but it 
always rofe out of the A flies again in greater Splen- 
dor: Efpecially in the Year 1073, after the Death 
of Bifliop Alberts it having, the Year before, 
been entirely reduced to A flies, by Krokoy a 
Duke or General of the fVendetiy when it was 
very much enlarged. This City was formerly 
under the Jurifdiftion of the Saxonsy and go- 
vern’d by a Sort of Magiftrate call’d a Vogty or 
Bailif ; one of whom was Count Adolph of Schaum^^ 
burgy who govern’d it in 1137, for Emperor Lot 
thariusy Duke of Saxony. Adolph III, granted it 
many and great Privileges, in Confideration of 
Mony they furnifli’d him with for his Expedi- 
tion to the Holy Land, which were confirmed by 
the Emperor Frederick Barbarojfa. In his Abfcnce, 
Henry y the LJony ruin’d it: But Adolph, upon his 
Return, recovered and rebuilt it But Woldemar^ 
Duke oiSlefwicky with the A (fiftance of his Brother, 

* Infigni ad earn expe ditto tiem fecunid per Hamburgenfes adju • 
tus, ampliffima Civitaei Frivilegia dedit, eorumqut eonfirmatio^ 
Item ab Imperatore impetravit ; (ays an ancient Hiltorian ; and 
from this Time it is we muft date the firft Freedom and Pri- 
vileges of Hamburg, Among, thefe was one very conilderable, 
which they retain to this Day ; *viz. That no Fort (bould be. 
built within two German Miles of them, without which 
the Danei would long fmcc hare fortified 
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YAii^Canutus Denmark y took it afterwards from 
the Emperor Otto IV, and gave it to Count Albert 
of Orlamunda* ^ who, however in Confideration 
of the Sum of 1500 Marks of Silver, fet the City 
at Liberty, and transfer*d his whole Right to it, to 
the Citizens themfelves -f. In 1359, Emperor 
Charles IV, took this City under his and the Empire*^ 
fpecial Protcdion: But in 1375, he enjoined the 
HamburgherSy by a formal &ntence, to return to 
their Duty to the Counts of Holjlein 4.. Now 
tho* the fucceeding Counts and Dukes of Holftetn 
confirm’d their Freedom, yet they were bound to 
them by certain Covenants: And when, after the 
Death of Adolph VIII, the laft of the Male Line 
of the Earls of Holftetn^ that County devolv’d to 
Chrijiian the Ift, King of Denmark^ they like wife 
came to a certain Covenant with him The 

Hamhurghers likewife acknowledged a Sort of Fealty 
to the Dukes of Holjleiny of the Oldenburg Line, 
not by Oath, but by giving of Hands, and this 


* From this Time, the Kings of Denmark form their firft 
Pretcnfions on HamBurgy not only by Right of Conqueft, but 
as Defeendants from the ancient Counts of Holjlein ; to whom 
they pretend this City belong’d from Time immemorial. 

f This happen’d in the Year 1227, and from this Tim^ 
we may date the firfl independant Freedom of this City, which 
was conhnnM to them by Adolph IV, Duke of Holjlein. 

4. This indeed is affirmed by the ancient Hiftorian, from 
whom I have taken’ the Latin Quotation above, who names 
Count Nicholas of Holjlein^ as the Prince who renewed this 
Claim ; But the Favorers of the Hamburg independent Liberty 
deny the Fadl. 

ff This happen’d about the Middle of the 15th Century; 
for it was in 1464, that the Emperor Frederick III, gave the 
Title of Duke, inllead of Count of Holjleiny to Chrijiian I, 
King of Denmark. It is pretended by fome, that the Ham- 
burghers did Homage tothis King, and to his Sons, yohn^n 6 . 
Frederick ; but this they deny, and pretend it cannot be proved 
upon Record. 

♦ i 
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Honiage they paid to Chrijlian IV, King of 
Denmark^ in 1603*. From whence the Kings of 
Dfnmark^ to this Hour, pretend a Right to it, and 
call it their Erh-unlerthamge Stadt^ (their City by 
hereditary Right, j tho% at the fame Time, they 
keep an accredited Minifter there, which is a ma- 
nifeft Recognition of their Independency and So- 
vereignty. In 1618, this City was folemnly de- 
clar’d a free Imperial City, and, in 1641, was ac- 
cordingly fummon’d to the Diet of the Empire : 
Tho’, as Denmark and Holjtein protefted againft 
it, they have not yet enjoy’d their Right of Sit- 
ting and Voting there. 

Great Priviligcs have been granted them by 
fcveral Emperors, particularly, Frederick I, gave 
them that of a Toll upon the Elb^ on Condition 
that they could keep it clear of Pirats, inftead of 
which they now lay the Buoys, which are 54 in 
Number, from the City to the Sea ; and keep a 
Light- Houfe, four German Miles within the Sea, 
at the niand Helgoland^ for which their Ships are 
free from our King’s Toll at Stade, This Toll on 
the Elh was confirm’d to them by Frederick II. 
Frederick III gave them the Right of Staple; and 
Sigifmund that of coining Gold and Silver Mony. 

In 1686, upon fome Differences among them- 
felves, two of their principal Burghers, Hieronymus 
Schnittger^ and Conrad JaJlram^ confpir’d to deli- 
ver the City into the Hands of the King of Den- 
mark^ who thereupon came before the Town with 
a confidcrable Army but the Confpiracy being dif- 


* The firll Homage paid to the Kings of Denmark of this 
Nature was in 1938, to CbriJHan III. It was performed by 
the prefiding Burgher mafter, not kneeling, but llanding, and, 
putting his Hand into the King's Hand, declaring, they 
would behave towards his Majeity, as Men of Worth and 
Honor 5 the King haying firil taken an Oadi to preferve all 
^eir Privileges.- 
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cover*d,the two Chiefs paid for their Treachery with 
their Heads, and, by the Interpofition ofthe neigh- 
bouring Princes of Brandenburg and Lunenburg^ but 
more particularly of King James II, of England^ 
who, on that Occafion, fent a Fleet to the Elby the 
Siege was rais’d in Confideration of a round Sum of 
Mony. 

In 1712, on Occafion of the Northern War, the 
DaneSy Mufcovites and SaxonSy having their Armies 
in the Neighbourhood, made their feperate De- 
mands on the Hamburghcrsy with Threats, in Cafe of 
Refufal ; and they were oblig’d to compound with 
the Firft for 230,000 Dollars, and with the Se- 
cond for 200,000 ; but whether the Saxons got 
any Thing out of them, I am not fo well in- 
form’d. 

Ini 70S, upon Occafion of Ibme Differences be- 
tween the Senat and the Burghers, Dr. Krumboltz^ 
a Lutheran Prieft, fomented Matters to fuch a De- 
gree, that an Infurreftion being apprehended, the. 
Senat privately applied to the Imperial Court, from 
whence Orders were ifliied for 12,000 Men, of 
the Troops of Lower-Saxonyy to inveft the City ; 
and this was tranladted wkh fo much Secrecy, that 
it was perform’d before the Burghers had any No- 
tice of it. It was to no Purpofe then to refift ; they 
were oblig’d to admit 2300 Men into the City, 
to keep Peace, while five Cbrnmiffioners, appointed 
by the Emperor, the King of SwedeUy as Duke of 
Bremefiy theEleftors diBrandenburgzxALunenburgy 
and the Duke of Wolfembuttky were empower’d to 
examine and remedy the Grievances on both Sides. 
By this means, the rebellious Burghers were not 
only kept in Aw for the prefent, but faddled with 
a new form of Government, which took a great 
Part of the Power out of their Hands, and invefted 
the Senat with it : But as this CommiflTion lafted 
upwards of three Years, during which Time they 
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had an Allowance of loo Marks (or near 7 /.) per 
Diem^ to each of the five Commiffioners, and the 
2300 Men, to pay, befides an Infinity of other 
namelefs Expences, it is generally believed, the 
Debt contraAed on this Occafion, tho* a Poll-tax 
was granted on that Account, is not fully paid to 
this Hour. 

Laft Year, the Hamlurghers were involved in 
new Troubles, with the DaneSj on Account of the 
Currency of the Danijh Coin in Hamburgh which 
^till then had been almoft the only current Mony 
they had ; but was now, in a Manner, cried down, 
by their coining fo large a Quantity of their own 
Coin, which was confiderably better in intrinfick 
Value, as, with the Help of a Current Bank, ena- 
bled them to carry on their Commerce without the 
T>anijh Mony ; and the Senat empower’d their 
Burghers, befides, to refufe all Payments, if they 
thought fit, that were tender’d them in any Coin but 
their own. This reduced the Value of the Danijh 
Mony, and fo enraged Frederick IV, King of 
Denmarky that he, by Proclamation, prohibited all 
Manner of Trade and Commerce between all his 
Dominions, and the City of Hamburgh which con- 
tinues to this Day, tho* the Subjects of Denmark^ 
fuffer as much, or more, by it, than the Ham- 
burghers 

A B o u T the fame Time, they had a Difpute 
with our Sovereign, King George^ about the Right * 
of appointing a Preacher for the Cathedral of this 
City, which, with the Chapter, and a large Number 
of Houfes belonging thereunto, are under the im- 
mediate Proteftion of his Majefty, as Bifhop of 


* This Matter was accomodated lall Year, by Means of 
a large Sum of Mony, and a Promife on the Side of the 

? \imburihers to fupprefs their Current Bank, within a certain 
ime. • • • ' 

Bremen^ 
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Bremen^ and independant of the City-Jurifdiftion, 
Purfuant to an ancient Paft between the Biftiops of 
Bremen and this City, this Right was veiled in them 
alternatively. The laft Incumbent had been put 
in by the Bifhop ; but, upon his Death, feveral 
Years before, the Senat of Hamburgh for their own 
finifter Ends, put off the Choice of another, from 
l ime to Time, ’till his Majefty, having had nu- 
merous Complaints on this Account, and as often 
admonifhed them of proceeding to an Eleftion,was 
obliged to (hew his Difpleafure: However, purfuant 
to his wonted Goodnels, he gave them ten Weeks 
Time, for the doing of it, and let them know, that 
at the Expiration of this Time, in cafe of Non-com- 
pliance, he would appoint one himfelf, ex jure de- 
volutionis. This Term being elapfed, and nothing 
done, the King’s Council for the Adminiftration of 
the Duchies of Bremen and Verden^ at Stade^ by 
his Majefty’s Order, gave them another fhort Term 
of eight Days, but to as little Effeft ; Whereupon, 
the Sunday following, previous Notice having been 
giving thereof to the prefiding Burghermafter, the 
Minifter appointed by his Majefty was admitted 
into PoffefTion of that Office, by the Chapter, and 
preach’d in the Cathedral. The prefiding Burgher- 
mafter, a Perfbn of fo violent a Spirit, that he had 
frequently embroil’d the State, in the Height of his 
^ Paroxifms, thro* Ignorance, Want of Thought, or 
Pride, went, the next Morning, to the Senat, 
burning with Zeal for the Honor of the Republic 
(as he call’d it), or rather to fatiate his own Revenge, 
at the Expence of Truth, and the Refpebl due to a 
crown’d Head, to whom the Republic had infi- 
nite Obligations, and had fo much Influence over 
his Brctheren, that an inadvertent Placat was im- 
mediately publifh’d, and affix’d at the Corner of 
every Street, in which, among other Things, 
highly injurious to his M*ijefty, they denied having 
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any previous Account of his Intention, and forbid- 
ding any of their Burghers, under a fevcre Penalty, 
to Sequent the Cathedral ; for which fome were ac- 
tually taken up and fined. But what was the P.f- 
fea of this ilUtimcd Zeal ? They were oblig’d, foon 
after, to fee, for feveral Days together, Placats 
affix’d almoft on every Houfe belonging to the Chap- 
ter, in the open Street, and in the very Center of 
their own Jurifdidion, in which they were fcverely 
treated in their own Kind; the L ■— retorted 
upon them, and themfelves diredly tax’d with fuch 
Things, as did not conduce very much to tl^eir 
Honor. How this Matter will end. Time muft 
fhew i in the mean while, tho’ the Minifter con- 
tinues in his Living, his charitable Brcihern have 
found Means to deprive him of certain Rights, 
which were to have been the beft Part of his 
Income *. 

HAMBURG embraced the Religion ve- 

ry early, and has ftri£Uy adher’d to it ever fincef. 


* One of the Rights our Author hints at, is that of attend- 
ing Funerals; a conAderable Advantage, of which he gives 
his Friend a more particular Account in another Letter. 

• -t* The firft Step made towards it was by Armldtis Stiphe- 
liuSf Paftor of the Church of St. CatberindSy who declared 
publicly againft Indulgences, in 1521, about four Years after 
Luther had begun, by doing the fame Erfurt, In 1523, or, 
as fome will have it, 1525, Stephen Kempey a barefoot Monk, 
came from Rojiocky to Hamburgy and gave a farther Shock to 
.the P/7//r/ Authority ; which was almoft wholly difregarded, 
upon the Preaching of fohn ZiegenhageUy who came thither 
from Magdeburgy in 1526. In 1527, or 1528, the Senat pub- 
lifhed a Decree, by which they obliged all, who would not 
conform to the Lutheran Religion, to depart the City. In 1528, 
Tji.John Bugenhagen was invited to Hamburg from Wittenberg^ 
and, the next Year compleated their Canons. In 1530, the 
Reformation was fully edabliihed, and the Canons render’d 
public by Authority; and in 1532,* Johannes AEpinus 
appointed the firft Super-Intendant of the Church of Ham- 
burg, . 

They 
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They gave Shelter to the Engltjh who fled thither 
from Perfecution, in the Reign of Queers Mary^ 
and a Treaty having been concluded in the Reign of 
her Succeffor, by which they were allowed a Chap- 
pel, and the free Exercife of their Religion, the 
Anglican Church has been tolerated ever fince. 
They are obliged to allow the Roman Catholics 
and Calvmijls the Exercife of their Religion in 
Ambaflador’s Houfesj but, at the Inftigation of 
the Lutheran Priefts, their Burghers have been fre- 
quently put to Trouble for frequenting them; for 
which Reafon they have their Churches in Attend^ 
whither likewife the French^ Anahaptijlsy and Jews 
are Oblig’d to repair. 

HAMBURG^ is now, in every Refpedl, the 
moft renowned City of Jpermany^ large, rich and 
populous, and has more foreign Trade, than all 
the Reft taken together : It is a free Imperial City, 
and fecond in Order, in the Hanfe. It is fituated 
pleafiintly on the Elh^ which wafhes its Bulwarks, 
in the Circle of Lower Saxony^ the Metropolis of 
the Duchy of Holjleiny in the Territory of S tor- 
maria: At fheDiftance of 28 Miles from 
hurg^ 36 from Lubeck^ and about 70 from the Sea,. 
It is almoft of a circular Form, and about five or 
fix Miles in Circumference.*; Towards the South, 
it is wafh’d, as 1 faid above, by the River Elhy 
which flows about as far above it, as the Thames 
does above London^ and brings Ships of Burden, 
with the Tide, into the very Heart of the City : 
The South Banks of this River are border’d by the 
Duchy of Lunenburg^ and below that, the Duchies 
of Bremen and VerdeHy almoft to. the Sea. This 
River is feparated about two or three Miles above 
Hamburgy into two principal Channels, called the 
South and Uorth Edby and fome fmaller Channels, 
which having formed fcveral beautiful Iflands, all 

belonging 
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belonging to our King, except one very fmall one 
CO Denmark^ re-unite in one Channel, about fix 
Miles below Hamburg. Towards the Eaft, it is 
wa(h*d by the little River BUy and towards the 
North, by another little River call’d the Aljler^ 
which forms a very large Bafon, juft without the 
Town, and another, tho’ not fo large as that, yet 
of at leaft looo Foot fquare, within the Walls of 
it; after which it drives the public Mills, and 
paffing by feveral Sluices and Canals, thro’ the 
whole City, empties itfclf into the Elb. As this 
City is divided into five Wards, it has five princi- 
pal, or very large Churches, befide the Cathedral, 
and eight Icffer Churches or Chapels of Eafe : And 
as a great Number of Canals, fed by the Waters 
of the Elhy and the Alfievy pafs thro’ it, it has 
84 Bridges, 38 Water-Mills (befide fix Wind-^ 
mills) and fix Sluices : And it has likewife fix 
large Markets, It is divided into the Old and 
New City, and it is not above 30 Years fince they 
were feparated by the Wall and Ditch of the Old 
Town ; Part of which yet remain ; but of much- 
the greater Part, the Wall is now levell’d, the Ditch 
fill’d, and the fineft Street in the Town built upon 
it. The whole is furrounded by a fine high Wall, 
with 23 Bulwarks, befide other Outworks and 
Fortifications, in the rnodern Manner ; the Ditch 
is, likewife, very deep; but hardly broad enough 
for the Height of the Walls. They have of late 
Years ran a noble Line, or Outwork, with a broad 
and deep Ditch, and other Works, from the largell 
Bafon of the Alfier to the Elhy above the Town, 
at about half a Mile* from it: And, on the other 
Side of that Bafon, about the Midway between 
that and the Elhy below the Town, is a very fine 
Fortification, call’d the Star-Scoucfy which com- 
mands the Avenue to the Town on that Side, and 
is of fuch -Force that the King of Denmark y with 
all his Army, could not take it in 1686, tho’ he 

befiec’d 
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befieg’d it (if I am rightly inform'd) fix Weeks, 
The Hamhurgbers keep a Garifon of 2300 Men^ 
among which is only one Troop of Dragoons, the 
Reft Infantry j a Number hardly one quarter fuffi- 
cient to befet, much lefs to defend their Pofts. 
Their chief Strength, however, confifts neither in 
their Walls, nor in their Garifon ; but in the Im- 
portance it is to all the neighboring Princes, not 
to let any one of them poiTels it : And it is fitu- 
ated fo conveniently for that Purpofe, that if the 
Danes attack it on one Side, they can open 
their Gates on the other, to let in Auxiliaries from 
the Eleftors of Brandenburg and Hannover^ and 
fb vice verfa. This City has fix Gates, and three 
Entrances by Water, two from the Elb^ and one 
from the Alfter. The Territories belonging to 
this City, tho' not large, are pretty confiderable : 
On the Side of Denmark^ they have nothing but 
a fmall Part of Altena\ on that of Holjlein, it 
reaches about a German Mile *, and for about three 
German Miles farther, a fine Diftrift, which was 
pawn'd to them, by fome of the Anceftors of the 
Houfe of Lunenburg *, and, if I am not mifin- 
form'd, forfeited for want of Redemption : But 
they are terribly apprehenfive, it may, fooner or 
later, be reclaimed. 

At about two German Miles above Hamburgh 
near the Elb, they have, in Community with the 
City of Lubeck, a Caftle, with a little Town and 
Bailiwick, call'd Bergedorff, of which they have 
been in poITefllon near 400 Years. This Place was 
firft pawn'd to the LubeckerSy by a Duke of Lau- 
enburg ; but one of his Succeflbrs, under Pretence 
of viliting the Governor, being got into the Caftle, 
feiz'd it again for his own Ufe. Upon this Lubeck 
calling in Hamburgy to its Affiftance, they, with 
united Force, retook it, and have been in Pofielfion 
of it ever fince i the former, for their Mony lent, 

and 
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and the latter as a Re-imburfement of their Ex- 
pences in taking it. They put in a BailiiF alterna- 
tively, and gariibn the Caftle with an equal Num- 
ber of Soldiers, from each City, 

They have, likewife, a fine Bailiwick, with a 
Caftle, and 14 or 15 Villages, callM Ritzbuttel^ 
at the Mouth of the Elby which they are, likewife, 
not a little in Pain for, left the Houfe of Lunen-- 
burg, which now poflefles almoft the whole Space 
between the Elb and the fVefer, ftiould, fome Time, 
or other, take a Liking to it : And their greafeft 
Security, in this Point now, feems to be, that there 
is a fmall Territory, between their Bailiwick and 
the Duchy of Verderiy call’d HadelUy which is now 
in PoffefTion.of the Emperor, by Sequeftration : 
But ftiould our King ever become Mafter of that, 
.cither by Purchafe, or otherwife, it is not very dif- 
ficult to guefs what would be the Fate of Ritzbutteh 
efpecially as there is a diftant Pretence to it, on 
Account of the Houfe of Laiienburg, which is 
now extinft. Of this Bailiwick the Hambttrghers 
have, likewife, been in Poffeffion about 350 Years: 
They took it firft from the Lords of Lapften, who 
were notorious Pirats, and very much infefted the 
Navigation and Commerce of the Elb : But the 
Dukes of Lauenburg afterwards laid Claim to 
this Bailiv/ick, under the Pretence, that the 
Lords of happen were their Vaflals : However, a 
Right of Conqueft and Forfeiture, a Claim of Dif-. 
burfements, and a long Prefeription, have hitherto 
maintain’d the Hamburghers in the Poffeffion of it# 

lam, 

\ 


N Letter, 



Digitized by Google 


1 7 8 The German Spy. 



Letter XXL 

SIR , Hamburg. 

‘H E Government of the Republick of 
Hamburg is veiled in the Senat, and the 
three Colleges of the Burghers : Under 
"the Prottftion of the Emperor, for 
y pay yearly 8o,ooo Crowns : But how 
little that has avail’d them upon many Emergencies, 
is but too well known ; and the Protedlion England 
gives them, for the Sake of our Trade, is, cer- 
tainly their greateft Security The Senat con- 
lifts of four Burghermafters, whereof three are 
Lawyers, and one a Merchant of which two pre- 
fide alternatively a Year; 24 Senators, ii of 
which are Lawyers and 13 Merchants ; four Syn- 
diciy who are all Lawyers, and, like the Judges in 
our Houfe of Lords, give their Opinions, but 

, V — . ■ 

4 

* Their Form of Government is mixed, and has fomething 
of the Dmocratica/; and fomething of the Arijlo^atical : Of 
the former, becauie all their T axes and Impolls are granted 
by the Burghers, without whofe Confent the Senat cannot jraifb 
one Penny ; and becaufe the Management of their Finances is 
in 10 of the Burghers : And of the latter, becaofe they have 
a Senat chofen out of the principal Perfons of the Republic ; 
who alone have the Power of afTembling and dilTolving the 
Convention of the Burghers ; to whom the Burghers, who are 
Managers of their Finances, are accountable ; who treat with 
foreign Princes, without the Intervention of the Burghers, 
and who are veiled with almoil every of Sovereignty, but 
that of laying Taxes and Impoils, and managing the Fi- 
nances. 

hire 
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have no Vote t ; and four Secretaries, of which 
the principal is call’d Prochonotary * *, and all thefe« 
fincc the laft Commiflion, are, upon every Va- 
cancy, chofcn and lupplied by themfelves \ the 
Burghermafters from among the Senators, or Syn- 
dicij the Senators out of the Burghers, either Mer- 
chants or Lawyers, as the Vacancy requires, and 
the Syndici and Secretaries out of the Lawyers. 
The Election is always the very Day after the Fu- 
neral of the Deceafed •, for they have no Vacancies 
but what Death makes, except by Bankrupcy,as was 

the Cafe fome Years fince of Mr/5 tz *, or unlefs 

any one be expel I’d for a Crime, as was the Cafe 

not many Years ago of Mr. L who being 

fent Deputy (or Ambaflador) to the Imperial Court, 
to beg Pardon for an Infult committed by the Mob, 
upon the Roman Catholic Chapel in the Emperor’s 
Minifter’s Houfe, was lb indifcrect to game away 
the Public Mony, entrufted in his Hands: But 
thefe Cafes happen feldom. They have an ex- 
ceeding good Way of chufing the Burghermafters 
and Senators, to prevent Party or Corruption ha- 
ving any Influence over their Eledions. They 
firft, by Ballot, chufc four of their own Body, 
whom they call Eledors ; thefe being fworn to 
ad according to the Didates of their Confciences, 
for the public Good, without any private Views, 
each names, feparately, a Perfon they think proper 
for the Office, and then retires : The (^eftion is 
then put, whether any one has any Objedion, which 
generally runs as to the Age, Qualification or Ca- 
pacity ; if none be made, the Perfon named is al- 
lowed a Candidate: If any Objedion be made, 

— .1 I ■■ ■.....■liW, . ^ .1 f ,, I I .. ,ii.. I 

^ They are llkewife, generally fent, as Occafion requires, 
in AmbaiHes to foreign Princes ; are employed as Deputies 
to confor with foreign Minifters, write Letters, make Deduc- 
tions, and ftate Cafes of Importance. Their OfEce requires 
great Labor, Experience and Knowledge. 

* N 2 
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the Validity of it is debated, and afterwards de* 
cided by Vote: If the Perfon named be difallowed* 
the fame Elcftor muft name another, and fo on, 
’till one is approved, and fo likewife the other 
three ; and when four Candidates are fixed on, it 
is decided by Lot, which of the four fhall enjoy the 
Office. As, upon this Occafion, perfonal Reflec- 
tions may naturally arife, the whole Senat is upon 
Oath oblig’d not to divulge what paflTes. When 
a Burghermafler is chofcn, after he is fworn in, 
they proceed to the Choice of a Senator in his . 
Room : And when a Senator, he is immediatly 
lent to, wherever he be, the Court retnaining firing 
’till he is found, when, being cloathed in the Habit, 
he is led to the Sena^houfe, between two of his • 
neareft Relations, fworn, and direftly admitted, be- 
fore the Court rifes. The Office of a Senator is hono- 
rable, but far from being profitable, in Proportion 
to the Labor of it, which is very great ; all the 
confiderable Offices of public Truft, fuch as Com- 
miffioners of the Cuftoms, Excife, Trade, Treafury, 
Admiralty, being all performed by them, by 
Turns, without any Reward but their Salary as 
Senator, which is fmall ; and they have no other 
Advantage, ’till in their Turn, they attain to the 
Office ofPmtor, which they retain two Years, and 
make a confiderable Advantage of. 

Among other Advantages, all Fines which are 
levied during their Pratorjhip fall to them, out of 
which however, they are obliged to maintain Cri- 
minals y and pay the Expence of their T rials and 
Executions. The moft confiderable of thefe Fines, 

I mean that which is. the Price of Wenching, is 
levied in fo, extraordinary a Manner, that a par- 
ticular Account of it may not be unacceptable to 
you. They do not, as is cuftomary in other Places , 
fend their Female Delinquents to the Houfe of 
Correaion j Noj that would bring no Grift to 
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their Mill ; the mod is to be made of them, and 
then, poor Creatures, they are to be difmif^d to 
follow their Profeffion again, and to till the Ground 
for a future Crop. This they do in the following 
Manner: When oneof thefe Wenches is ripe for a 
Harveft, (he is carried before one of the Pra:torsy 
where (he is tortured with what they call Thumb- 
Screws, ’till fhe confefs all the Men that have had 
any criminal Concern with her, and it is not very 
improbable, in the Agony of Pain, more. The 
Price of fingle Fornication is 50 Dollars or 10/. 
and that of Adultery double the Sum : But in Order 
to levy this, the Perfon accufed muft be publicly 
tried and convifted, and here it is they take the Ad- 
vantage. The Perfon is fent for privately j told 
there is fuch an Information laid, againft him, and 
threaten’d with an immediate Profecution, unlefe 
he comply with the Terms preferibed him, which^ 
acccording to his Circumftanccs, is 5, .10, or. 
perhaps 20 Times the Penalty enjoy n’d by Law. 
Proteftations of Innocence, tho’ attended .with never 
fo plaufiblc Circumftanccs, and confirm’d by an 
Oath, avail nothing; the Strumpet’s Word is to be 
taken, and pay he muft, or be expofed. But the 
. former is generally the Cafe ; for they do not give 
themfelves. the Trouble of lending for them who 
have not wherewithal. Of two Evils (fay they) 
the leaft is to be cholen : Should every one, who 
has incurr’d the Penalty, be expofed, how many 
Family Quarrels, Law-Suits and Divorces, with 
all the evil Conlequences attending them, would 
there enliic ? This I would readily allow thenf * ; 

• I (hall not pretend to aver the Truth of every thing our 
Author here relates ; tho* it be no more, than I have been 
told a hundrf*d Times : But this I have likewfie heard ; that 
when a Perfon has pot wherewithal to pay the. Fine appointed 
by Law, they will rather play at fipallGamc than Hand out; 
and’ will take iwa or three Duqkets rather than expofe him by 
a Profecution. 
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and commend their Praftice, did they never 
exa6b' more than the Law allows them *, but 
as the Cafe now ftands, nothing is more plain, 
than that the efficient Caufe of their Proceedings 
is Mammon. There is, however, another Proof 
that fets it beyond all Difpute. No Doubt there 
are Wretches here, as well as in other Places, who 
proftitute themfelves f or a T rifle to the moft abjeft 
of the Vulgar, to fuch as are not capable of paying 
the fmalleft Fine : But I never heard of any of thefe 
being expofed to a public Profecution : No, this 
would be attended with fome Charge, but no Pro- 
fit. But to this I would afle, whether public Ex- 
ample be not a public Benefit, and whether this be 
not the Profit a Judge ought principally to aim at? 
What think you. Sir, is not this encouraging 
Wenching with a Vengeance ? Efpccially as thefe 
Strumpets, after they have made their ConfelTion, 
^re turned loofe to begin again. Would not the 
Allowance of public Stews, as in many Places, be 
as commendable ? And what think you,- Sir, of 
admiring the Tingle Evidence of a profligate 
Wretch', under the Agonies of Torture, who 
ftatrd^ convicted of a Crime, punifhable, by Law? 
It is by far worfc than an Evidence admited in 
our Courts, which I have always condemn’d: 1 
mean the Ample Oath of the Profecutrix in 
Stupriy a Crime, perhaps, never commited by 
any one Man, fince the Creation, unle^ thro’ 
Threats and Fear in the Perfon injur’d. 

I Must not conclude this Subjeff without mak- 
• ing'you merry with a ludicrous Story that has been 
told me, on this Occafion. Heribertus, a Burgher, 
and afterwards Senator, of great Reputation, about 
the Begining of the foregoing Century, was lb im- 
moderate a Lover of the fair Sex, that he greatly 
impaired his Fortune, as well as his Conftitution 
by it. Being arrived at the Pristorjhip, he was 
rcfolv’d to pick op Crumbs again, by fubjeding 

’ others 
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Others to the fame La(h he had fo often lain under 
himfelf; and none was ever more noted for this 
Sort of Profecution than he. Having once a Fe- 
male Delinquent of this Kind under his unmerciful. 
Clutches, who had already given him a long Bcde- 
Roll of her Gallants, which (he protefted were all 
Ibe knew •, Avarice or Want prevail’d upon him 
to be incredulous, and to order another Turn of 
the Screws, which put the poor Creature to fo ex- 
quifite Torture, that oblig’d her to cry out, .with 
fuch Vehemence as was heard in the Street i If you 
would take my Life away, I can confefs no more — 
hut your Worjhip and your Son! who, it feems, 
was a Chip of the old Block. This becoming foon 
a Town-Talk, fhamed our Magiftrate fo, that he 
was obferved to be more moderate ever after. 

T H E Bailiwick of Ritzhuttel which the Sena* 
tors enjoy, by Turns, for feven Years, is likewife 
profitable ; but when they have pafs’d thefe Offices, 
they have nothing of Profit more to hope, unlefs 
Fortune advances them to the fupream Dignity. 
They have two Courts of Juft ice for civil' and cri- 
minal Caufes, the Lower and. Upper Court. The 
Lower Court confifts of the two Praetors, whereof 
one goes out every Year, and 13 Burghers, three 
learned in Law, and the Reft Traders, of which a 
certain Number, likewife, go out, and are fupplied 
by others, annually. The Upper Court is the whole 
Body of the Senat. In civil Caufes, the former try 
all under 200 Marks (or about 13 /. 10 s.) but there 
lies an Appeal to the Upper Court. All Caufes above 
that Sum are cognifable , in the Upper Court, from 
whence, if the Sum exceed 2000 Mark, there is an 
Appeal to the Imperial Chamber at Wetzlar. Cri- 
fninal Caufes are tried before the Lower Court •, but 
the Sentence given muft be confirm’d or refofin’d, 
.and finally pronounced by the Upper Court. They 
have, likewife, fince the Year 1^23, a Court of Ad- 
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^alty, which confifts of a Burghermafter, four 
Senators, fix Merchants, and two Mafters of Ships ; 
with the Afliftarjceof a Secretary and a Water- 
Bailif. Their Law is the Civil or Jujlinian Law *, 
and, in Criminal Caufes, the Statutes of the Em- 
f)croT Charles IV 9 with which they have, likewife, 
their own Statutes : But both one and the other are 
fo explain’d away, inftead of illuftrated, by in- 
numerable Comments, and puzzled rather than 
clear’d up, by contradiftory Precedents ; that the 
Law there, as well as elfewhere, is itfelf a greater 
Evil, than the Evil it is defign’d to remedy, the 
Bane of the Nation ; and the great Number of 
Lawyers, the Flock of Vultures, which are con- 
tinually preying upon the Intrails of the State, 
and fpend in Sloth and Luxury, what the pains- 
taking Trader or Artificer has honeftly gain’d by 
the Sweat of his Brow : A Sort of defpicable 
Wretches, of whom we may juftly fay, with Mar- 
tial ; Iras 6? Ferba locant : (They hire out' their 
Words and Anger.) What think you. Sir, of the 
Laws of Denmark^ the whole Body of which is 
brought within the Compafs of about a Quire of 
Paper, where no Comments are allow’d, nor Pre- 
cedents regarded, and where every Suit, tho’ never 
fo intricate or important, muft be decided within 
the Space of a Year ? Happy People, had they 
not wantonly given up their Liberties, in Revenge 
to their tyrannizing Nobles, a Prey to abfolute and 
defpotic Power ! But to return : Befides thefe two 
.Courts, the two prefiding Burghermafters, and the 
two Praetors, fit each of them in their own 
Houfes, three Times every Week, and try Caufes 
under 45 Marks, (or 3 /.) where a Fry of lefler 

Harpies, under the Name of Procurators *, are 

• 

*. • Jn an Edi£l publifh'd by the Senat, for the Regulation of 
thefe Harpies, (as our Author calls them) they are juftly ftil’d 
a Peft of the City : But how comes it, then, they are ftiU 
tolerated ? 

fare 
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fure to fleece both Parties, let which ever win the 
Caufe. In the Lower Court they have certain 
Terms of fiting j as they have, likewife, in the 
Senat on Caufes ; but on other public Affairs, ex- 
cepting in the Dog-Days, they fit three Days every 
Week, befides the Bufinefs of their feveral Offices 
of Truft, from which none of them are free, and 
fome have four, five or fix at once. So that a 
Senator of Hamburg is a very Slave to the Public, 
and can hardly call a Day his own. 

The three Colleges of the Burghers arc; 

' I. T H A T of the Ober- Alien (or chief Elders j 
which confifts of fifteen, three chofen out of each 
Ward. They were firft ellablifh’d in the Year 
1528, and were then but twelve, the City confift- 
ingbutof four Wards, ’till, after the new Town 
was built, and a fifth 'Ward, on that Account, 
added, in 1685, they were encreas’d to fifteen. 
This College has great Power •, not unlike that of 
the Tribunes in 'Rome, can, upon Occafion, de- 
mand of the Senat, to call a Convention of the 
Burghers, and even accufe a Senator of Malvcr- 
fation, to the Senat : They can likewife demand 
a Conference with a Deputation of the Senat, 
upon ihefe, or any other Occafions. 

2. The College of Sixty, which confifts of the 
former, and nine more out of each Ward, who 
are call’d Deacons: From 1528, to 1685, their 
Number was but 48. 

3. The College of One Hundred Eighty, which 
confifts of the two former, with the Addition of 24 
but of each Ward, call’d Sub-Deacons: I'o which, 
.fince 1720, each Ward adds fix more, as Adjunfts^ 
who are call’d in upon certain Occafions. From 
1528, ’till 1685, this College confiftedof but 144 
Perfons. 

When they are all aflembled, and the Senat 
at the fame Time, which is upon all extraordinary 

Occa- 
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Occafions, and particularly for laying of Taxes, 
it is callM a Convention of the Senat and Burghers : 
Andy at thefe TimeSt the Gates of the City arc 
Ihut, the Ports befet, a ftrong Guard drawn up 
before the Senat- Houfe, and &ntinels placed at all 
the Avenues to it. When the Number of Burghers 
iscompleat to doBufinefs, the Doors of the Senat* 
Houfe arc fhut up, and none fufferM to go out or 
in, *till their Debates are at an End, and their 
Relblutions taken. Each Ward debates and votes 
by itfcif, and when they arc come to their feparatc 
Refolutions on the (^eftion propofed by the Senat, 
the Majority of the Five, agree or not agree, de- 
cides the Matter. 

Before the laft Difturbances, which brought 
on the Commiflion, every Burgher who paid 
Taxes, had the Right to make one in thefe Con- 
ventions, which was often the Occafion of great 
Confufion, and frequently of Infults upon the Senat 5 
every Cobler affuming as great or a greater Liber- 
ty, than the moft fubftantial Merchant : And this 
came, at Length, to fo great a Height, that no 
Burgher of any Note would attend the Bufinefs of 
the Public, at thefe Meetings, not thinking their 
Lives fafe. You will eafily conceive what a Life 
the Senators, who were then chofenby the Burghers, 
led, efpeci ally as they had not only fuch a Crew 
to deal with, but were, in a Manner, watchM, or 
rather lock’d up by them, the Guard before the 
Senat -Houfe confifting then of the Trained- 
Bands 


The 


. * It was very common, during thefe Troubles, for the 
Burghers to infult the Senators in the' Senat-Houfe. I ojacc, 
myfelf, faw fome of the T rain’d Bands, who were placed there 
for their Safety, fire into a Window of the Senat-Houfe, di- 
redling their Pieces towards the Council Chamber. At the 
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.The Balance of Power was then, beyond all 
Difpute, too great in the Hands of the Commo- 
nalty : But I don’t know whether it mayn’t be now 
as much too great on the other Side. The Senat 
chufes themfelves ; the Colleges confift, indeed, of 
the moft fubftantial Burghers, as it is but reafonable 
they fhould, but I believe the Senat has no fmall 
Influence in the Choice of them ; they are moft: 
of them either related to, or dependant on fomc 
one or more of the Senators, or afpire themfelves 
to that Dignity, and, therefore, court their Favor: 
And when there does happen to be one among them 
more turbulent or refraAory than the Reft, they 
bring him into another Way of thinking, by call- 
ing him, as foon as poflible, into the Senat 

This, 


lame Time there was a Tumult within, and an Attempt made 
to throw one of the Senators out of the Window, and his Hat, 
Periwig and RulF were actually thrown out. At this Time, 
likewife, the Burghers, contrary to their own Statutes, turn'd 
out feveral (I think 7 ) of the ^nators, without alledging any 
particular Crime againll them, or giving them a Hearing, and 
only to make Way for fome of their own Creatures. And 
when Matters were come to that Height, that the Senators no 
longer thoughttheir Lives fafe to go to Council, great Num- 
bers of the Burghers went, in a tumultuous Manner, with 
Drums, to the Houfe of the Prefiding Burghermafler, and 
commanded him, in a haughty Manner, to repair to the Senat- 
Houfe. The Day the Troops of the Circle inverted this 
City, in Order to reprefs thefe Enormities, the chief Officer 
of the Garrifon, who has the Port of General (the eldeft Bur- 
ghermarter being Generalijpmo) having been in a Council of 
War at the Senat- Houfe ; and returning with the Orders of the 
Senat, on fo emergent and extraordinary an Occafion, was 
ftop’d and infulted by fome of thefe Train’d Bands ; and 1 
was Eye-Witnefs, that one of them, who had the Appearance 
of a Cobler or Botcher, feiz'd his Bridle, and, in an infolent 
Manner, told him, he fhould know that they paid him, and 
were his Malters, and therefore would know what his Orders 
were. 

* An Inrtance of this, t remember in the late Senator an4 
afterwards Burghermailer W—Je, who, when call’d up to 

the 
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This, Sir,* may fervc to give you a general 
Idea of the Form of Government here, to enter 
into a particular Difcuflion of it, I mud exceed the 
Bounds of a Letter. There is, however, one 
Thing, in the Adminiftration of Juftice between 
one Burgher and another^ which is fo very com- 
mendable, and pilts an End to, pr prevents lo many 
Law-Suits, that I cannot but mention it. Either 
Plaintiff or Defendant, if a Suit be depending, or 
the Perfoa who thinks himfelf aggrieved, if not, 
is .allowed to petition the Scnat for a Commiffion, 
and to propdfe two or' three Senators, by Name, 
as Commiflloners to examine into the Allegations 
on. both Sides, and endeavour to make up the Mat- 
ter in an amicable Manner. The other Party is 
.oblig’d to appear before this Commiffion ; andtho* 
cither Party i^ at Liberty not to fubmit to their 
. Award •> yet it is reckon’d fuch an Indignity offer’d 
to the Senat in general, and to the CommilTioncrs 
in particular,' that th6 Cafe does not often exift. 
In thefe Cafes, Matters are treated fummarily, 
without any Form or Expence, and I have been told, 
that, on fuch Occafions, the Senators take an infi- 
nite Deal of Pains to reconcile Parties, and put an 
End to, or prevent Law-fuits, than which nothing 
can redound more to their Honor. 


the Senatorial Dignity, was, by his turbulent, haughty Tem- 
per, very troublefome : And tho* this Change of Circum- 

iUnces rather heighten’d than abated his Pride, he became as 
arrant a Senator as the beft. This learned Gentleman had fo 
little the Command of his Temper, that when, upon a cer- 
tain Occafion, I had once a Meffage to deliver him, as Pr- 
iding Burghermafter, from Sir C — I in the Name of 

the King, which he was^ot fo perfedly pleas’d with, he fof- 
ierM his Paflion to. get fo much the better of his Reafon, as 

lo give me the L ; which Compliment he was, however, 

oblig’d to fwallow, in his own Houfc, with very mortifying 
Circumftances. 
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Their Ecclefiaftical Governraent, of which 
the Senat is undoubtedly the Head, is managed 
by a Minijlerium (as they call it) or Confiftory, 
who meet, and debate on Matters which regard 
Church* Difcipline, in a Sort of Convocation. This 
• AlTembly confifts of a Senior and four other Head- 
Paftdrs, of the five principal Churches , an Arch- 
Deacony and two Deacons of each of them ; one 
fupefnumerary, for the Church of St. MicbaeTs^ 
which has a Chapel of Eafe belonging to it, and 
eight Paftors, for the other leven fmaller Churches 
or Chapels, that of St. George^ having two : To- 
gether 29, moft of them, as arrant Popes, as far 
as they can poffibly extend their Power, as his 
HoJinels of RomCy who may, in a great Meafure, 
be faid to govern the whole City. " For tho* they 
are, in Reality, as much Subjcft to the Senat, as 
any other, Burghers, and have no dired Power o- 
vef 'them; yet they have fuch an Influence over 
the Minds of the Commonalty, as makes the Serat 
cautious of doing any Thing they can apprehend 
will difoblige their fpiritual Fathers. There have 
been, as I have been told, Inftances of their ha- 
ving abfolutely refufedto comply with Injundions 
of the Senat, and declared one for all, they would 
rather quit their fat Livings f. I cannot, how- 

ever. 


f 

d* One Inftance of this Nature, which occurs at prefent 
my Memory, was the following. A Company of ilroHcg 
Players, who were tolerated by the Senat, as cuftomary duriog 
the Fair, put, as ufual, at the Top of their Bills, By Authority 
tf the Senat. h/Bdfummer Day . (which, with other Saints- 
Days, are there look’d upon to be more holy than Sundays) 
intenrening, thefe Strolers, knowing they woi^ld not be allow’d 
to play on that Day in the City, afted a Comedy in one of 
the Suburbs, and affix’d their Bills, as at other .Times, with 
the Authority at the Head of them, meaning the Authority to 
play, in its general Senfe. But a troublcfomc Prieft, more nic« 
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ever, but very much queftion, whether they would 
have had Refolution enough to ftand this Teft, it 
the Senat had dar’d to have put them to the Trial, 
and had not chofen rather to wave their Au- 
thority, than to hazard an Infurreftion of the Po- 
pulace. They are moft of them extream proud 
and haughty, and expedt a more than ordinary 
Deference from every other Rank of Men. They 
do not fo much afieft an Air of Sanftity, (as the 
Cdvinijl Priefts in Bremen)^ as they do an Air of 
Superiority. The Title of Ambaffadors of J e s u s 
Christ, which excited the Apoftlcs, in Imita- 
tion of their great and good Matter, to Humility, 
has a very different Effcdl on them. To keep up 
this great Deference it is, that they pretend to make 
a greater Myftery of the Chrifiian Religion, than 
Christ or his Apottles ever defign’d it to be: 
Why elfe will they ftill take upon them to de- 
fend their exploded Dodlrine of Confubttantiation, 
a Dodfrine, if poffible, more abfurd, than that 
of Tranfubftantiation, with the Roman Catholics. 
They do not, with the latter, pretend there is 
any Tranfmutation of the Elements, and yet they 
tell you, after Confecration, the Body and Blood 


than wife, took upon him to interpret it, as an Authority for 
that particular Day ; and, producing the Play*houie BiU in his 
Pulpit, after having read it to his Congregation, animadverted 
apon it, in fuch Manner, as was highly Injarious to his Mailers. 
The Senat jullly refented the Indignity, and paft’d a Decree, 
that the Priell Ihould make public Reparation in the Pulpit ; 
but a Confiftory being call'd, upon this extraordinary Occasion, 
they nefolv’d one for all, fuffer their poor Sheep (to ufe an 
Bxpreilion they arc fond of ) to be expos'd to the Danger of thi 
roaring Lion, rather than to fuller a Brother publicly to acknow- 
ledge a Crime, tho’ committed in the Eye of the Public, and of 
the higheft Nature : And the Senat, after fome Conferences 
with a Deputation of the ConiUlory, thought fit to putupwi^ 
the Afronc. 

of 
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of our Saviour is adually received in and with the 
Bread and Wine : But if you put it to thetn> 
miio? Spiritually or Corporally? You drive tlwm 
to their laft Shift: They have no other Refuge, 
but to a Word of their own Invention and no Sig- 
nification, Sacramentally. This you muft take for 
an Anfwer or none ; and if you feem not to under- 
ftand their Meaning by this Word, inftead of an 
Explanation, you are told, it is owing to your 
own wilful Ignorance, or a Want of Faith •, that 
is, you won’t be perfuaded to pin your Faith upon 
their Sleeves. If this Stumbling-block was removed 
on one Side, and that of Predeftination on the o- 
ther, what Ihould hinder Proteftants from joining 
in one Community. Thefe are the only eflential 
Points ; all others are but the Whims of diftemper’d 
Brains. A few Ceremonies laid afide on one Part, 
and complied with on the other, with a little more 
Charity on both, would do the Bufinefs. The 
Pride and Obftinacy of the Lutheran Priefts, in 
not allowing a Toleration in Hamburg., has been 
a great Prejudice to the T rade of this Place, and 
has contributed more than any Thing to bring 
Altena to the Bourifhing State, it is now in, under 
their very Nofes : But this (fay they) would be o- 
pening a Doer to Jndifferentifm-. (again a new Term 
of their own Invention), a Crime snore damnable, 
than Herefy itfelf : But I am greatly miftaken, if 
wefy one of them is not guilty of a more cry- 
ing, a more damnable Sin, than this which they 
pretend to condemn in others, by daring to cir- 
cumferibe the infinite and unfathomable Mercy of' 
God, within the narrow Limits of their own Per- 
fuafion : But what is very extraordinary ; at the 
fame Time that they are facrificing the Interefl 
of the Public to their ill-tim’d Zeal, for tlieir own 
Religion, they publicly and avowedly follow. a 
Pra&ice, which is a Scandal to that Religion, and 

which- 
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which, in the Roman Catholics^ was the firft Rea- 
Ion of Luther^ 5 Diflention : I mean felling their 
Abfolutions.’ Private Confeflion is with them a 
Door, thro’ which : every one nuift pafs to the Ho- 
ly Communion-, and tho* their private Confeflion, 
differs in nothing from ours that is general, and 
the Abfolution is the fame ; yet. there is no coming 
at it, without a Piece of Mony to the Prieft, who 
fits at the Receit of Cuftom to take it. A poor - 
Labourer, with a Wife and three or four Children, 
of Age to go to the Sacrament, muft part with a 
greater Share ot his Week’s Earning, on this Ac-: 
count, than he can well fpare, or ftay away •, which 
without Doubt they often do, for no other Reafon : 
But this is not all ; the holy My fiery is hereby pro- 
ftituted, and I am told, it is very common for a 
poor Body, perhaps not a common Beggar, to 
beg a Half-penny of you towards railing a Fee 
for Confeflion, that they may; be enabled to go 
to the Sacrament : And, when they have it, it is 
twenty to one but it goes to the next Alehoufe 
or Brandy-Shop 


* It is with great Juftice our Author animadverts on this in- 
famous Praftice, and what he fays of it is true to a 7’ittle. 
This Cuftom is, I believe, peculiar to Hamburg only ; for I do 
not remember to have heard of it in other Parts of Germany, 
It is, indeed, cuftomary, in other Lutheran Countries, for 
Mafters or Miftreffes of Families, to make Prefents to their 
Father-Confejfors (as they call them) at Chriftmasy according to 
their Abilities or Difpofitions. This may/ in fome Meafure, 
be call’d paying for their Abfolution ; but it is voluntary, and 
not bargaining for it, as for a Pound of Meat at Market.- 
This Cuftom, fo fcandalous to the Chrijlian Religion, is the 
lefs excufable in Hamburgy becaufe the Churches are all im- 
menfely rich, and have great Sums of Mony out at Ufury, 
out of which they might very well allow their Clergy a com- 
petent Maintenance, if they have it not, without felling the 
Mercies of the Almighty * . . , , 
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Letter XXII. 

SIR , Hamburg. 

I N C E my Letter of the ■ I 

have had an Opportunity of examining 
more particularly into the Virtues and 
Qualities of the little portable Pyramid^ 
or ^ouchfione of Sincerity^ lent me by my learned 
Friend, of which I gave you a Defeription in that 
Letter, and fliall now add fome of the Experi- 
ments I have hitherto made with it. 

As it was impoffible for any one lb much as to 
guefs at the Meaning of the extraordinary Motions 
of the Figure and the Bell, I refolvM one Morning, 
being indifpofed, and not inclined to go out, to 
fet my Pyramid on the Table before me, and ob- 
ferve the Effeft every one that came into the Room 
to me, that Day, might have upon it. 

The firft Perfon who vifited me, was the Maid 
of the Houfe, with my Breakfaft ; and altho^ fhe 
was one of the moft noify little Hufleys I ever met 
with, it was as much as her Tongue could do to 
keep Pace with the Clapper of the Bell : But the 
little old Gentleman flood immoveable, ’till at 
going away, fhe told me, fhe was going to the 
Fair, and hop’d I would give her fomething for a 
Fairing ; when giving his AfTent with a Nod, I 
took it for granted fhe was in Earnefl, and paid 
half a Crown for my firfl Experiment. 

My next Vifitcr was rny Landlady, whom 
I had defignedly invited to breakfaft and pur- 
pofcly put fuch Queftions to her, as I knew 

O would 
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would give me an Opportunity of taking her Piflurc 
at full Length. It would be expofing too many 
Family-Concerns to give you a Detail of our Con- 
verfation. Ifliall, therefore, only tell you, that (he 
gave fufficient Excrcife to my little Bell 5 but that, 
in near an Hour’s Difcourfe,' ! could nor obfervc 
that (he gave more than two Opportunities to ¥2^- 
iher Saturn^ to fhew his Parts; one when fhe told 
me (he had provided an excellent Capon for my 
Dinner, and defign’d to come and take Piirtof if, 
and the other, when fhe faid her Hufband had been 
horridly drunk the Night before, and’ fhe would 
rattle the Beall for it feverely, when he got out of 
his Sty. 

The next who came into my Chamber was one 
of thofe Jews^ who go into all public Houfes, 
to fell Muflin, Cambrick, Handkerchiefs, and the 
like ; but he no fooner began to open in Praife of his 
Wares, than my Bell began to ring, with fuchim- 
^tuofity, that I was forc’d to thrult him out of the 
Room, lead it fhould burft, and put an End-to 
my farther Experiments. 

Much the fame Effedl it had, upon the coming 
in of a Sluaker^ or as they call them here, Msn- 
nonift^ whom I had employed to negociate a Bill 
of Exchange for me ; ’till, to put a' Stop to it, I 
told him, I fhould want him again next Poft-Day, 
upon which he faid he would be fure to come,- and 
Saturn^ with a Wink, gave him his Difcharge. 

I WAS no fooner rid of Aminadab^ than in came 
my Landlord reeling, and rubbing his Eyes, told 
me what a Pickle he had been in almoft all Night, 
and what a Curtain-Ledlufe his Wife had read him, 
in theMorhing,with many other Circumftances,to[all 
which old Time gave his AfTent, ‘ ’till unfortunately 
happening to fay he was refolved to be drunk no 
more, the Scene changed, and the Bell began to 
ring a Peal ; 'which was interrupted by the coming 
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in of a Footman, belonging to a very worthy 
Gentleman, who told me his Mailer was below, 
and came with an Intent to pay me a Vifir. 

I HAD too good an Opinion of my Friend’s Sin- 
cerity, to have any Inclination to put it to the.Trial j 
I, therefore, cover’d my little Inftrument with a 
Napkin, and had the Pleafure to find the Bell fi- 
lent during the whole Vifit, excepting once, when 
1 inadvertently offer’d him a Piece of Service, 
which I afterwards found was not in my Power to 
perform. 

I MADE feveral other Experiments with it that 
Day, at and after Dinner; but as they turn’d out 
much of the fame Nature as thofe Thavc already 
related, 1 fhall not tire you with a Repetition of 
the fame Thing. 

The next Day, htm^Sunday^ I carried it with me 
to one of xhtLutberan Churches, not doubting but the 
Sanftity of the Place would infpire every one with 
that Uprightnefs of Heart, which is, in a more 
cfpecial Manner requifite, in the immediate Pre- 
fence of the Almighty, in his holy Temple. I 
found the Minifter, in the Pulpit, pronouncing an 
extempore Prayer, and while that lafted all was 
well ; but the Congregation had no fooner joyned 
with him, in the Vater Unjer (or Lord’s Prayer) 
than I perceived my Bell in Motion, tho* to ftifle 
the Sound, I had kept it in its Cafe, and wrapt 
it up in a Handkerchief, in my Pocket. At the 
Prayer, Give us this Day^ &c. it was pretty dill,' 
but at the conditional , Supplication, which fol- 
lowed, it was fo loud, that the Perfon who lac next 
me afk’d how I carne to bring a Larum with me 
to Church. During Sermon all was well, again, 
and I had Reafon to believe the good Man in the 
Pulpit was in Earneft: Till cowards the Conclu- 
fion, giving the Charadter of a Perfon lately de- 
ceas’d, as an Introdudtion to a Thankfgiving for 

O z his 
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his being deliver’d from the Cares and Troubles of 
this wicked World, my Bell put me in mind to be 
gone, left I Ihould meet with a fecond Reprimand. 

Going the next Day, to the Opera, I took my 
Inftrument with me thither, likewife *, and being, 
by the Favour of my Friend, Mr. L i, admit- 

ted upon the Stage, into the Room where the 
Aftreftcs were dreffing, I fet it upon the Table a- 
mongft them upon which I perceiv’d they took 
me for a Jugler, and wanted to know by what 
Art I could fet the Bell a ringing, at fuch a 
Diftance. You will eafily conceive, Saturn had 
very little Employ among thefe Creatures ; I could, 
indeed, have put him in Motion, by telling one 
I thought her ugly, a lecond that fhe was a Co- 
quette^ a third that llie was a Prude^ and the like ; 
but I could not prevail upon myfclf to be guilty 
of fo much ill Manners, cfpecialJy as there were 
feveral Perfons of Figure in the Room, who pro- 
fefs’d to be their Admirers : And indeed they were 
all fo taken up, that it was long before 1 could 
find one at Leifure to fpend a little idle Difcourfe 
upon. At Length, I efpied a little hump-back’d 
Creature, in a Corner, who ’till then had efcap’d 
my Notice, without fo much as one Fop near her, 
top^footh her Vanity. To her I addrefs’d myfelf, 
for Want of a better, when whifpering me in the 
Ear, that fhe was not for my Purpofe, I might 
addrefs myfclf to her Sifter, who was every Man’s 
Mony ; I caft my Eye upon my little Figure, and 
found fhe was in Earneft ; as I likewife afterwards 
perceived her Sifter was, when, upon puting the 
Queftion, (he confented to accept of a Supper with 
me, after the Play was over. However, as I dc- 
fign’d nothing lefs, Ihe was no fooner call’d upon 
the Stage, than I pack’d up my Awls, and retir’d 
to my Lodgings, to write you this Letter, leaving 
my Lady to look out for another Companion. 

I am, 
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Letter XXIII. 

« 

S I Hamburg. 

Should have told you, fomeTime fince, 
3 TeS longer here, than I 

at firft defign’d, I have chang’d my Lodg- 
ings, from a public to a private Houfe: 
But a merry and pretty lingular Adventure, which 
has happen’d to me, fince this Change, a Relation 
of which may give you fome Amufement in your 
Solitude, puts me in Mind of my Negleft, and 
gives me an Opportunity of doing it now. The 
Houfes are in general pretty large here, and in 
fome of the Out and moft pleafant Parts of the 
Town, they are fo adapted for leting Lodgings, that 
not only leveral Perfons ; but frequently different 
Families are harbor’d under one and the fame Roof. 
In that where I now am, there are, on the firft 
Floor, three convenient Apartments, of two hand- 
fome Rooms and an Alcove-Bed-Chamber to each. 
I have my Lodgings backwards ; and forwards, in 

one Apartment, lodges an ancient Banker of , 

who has been a few Weeks in this City, on Account 
of a Law Suit, and whom I fhall call Toccario. His 
Family conflfts of a young buxom Wife, who, for 
lier Age, might have been his Grandaughtcr, a 
Book-keeper and a Servant-maid. In the other 

Apartment lodges the young Baron von B rg^ 

a Holjlein Nobleman, of a confiderable Fortune, 

juft come to his Eftate, by the Death of his Fa- 
ther. 

TOC C ARIO^ as I have been inform’d, had 

O 3 been* 
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been guilty of the indiferetion, after having been 
above 12 .Years a Widower, to marry Riminia^ 
(which is the Name I fliall give his Wife), at 17 
Years of Age, ^tho’ he was juft entering into his 
Grand Climafterick ^ and, notwithftanding this 
Diifference of Age; tho* fhe was of a better Family 
than himfelf, for Reafons cafy to be guefs*d at, 
had a confiderable Fortune with her. A fmall 
Mony-AfFair, I had to tranfaft, foon brought me 
acquainted with the old Gentleman, and that Ac- 
quaintance has as foon been improved into a decent 
Familiarity, both with him and Riminia\ infomuch 
that 1 often dine or fup with them, and take the Li- 
berty frequently to fend in Provifions, which 1 find 
neither of them miflike: 'PovT'occario has the Failing, 
which is very common with People of his Age, to fet 
bis Heart too much upon Mammon, He is very fond 
of his Wife, but yet more of hisMony, and keeps 
her extreamly bare : He has, however, one good 
Quality, rarely found in Men of his Age and Cir- 
ftances, he is not infefted with the leaft Tindure 
of Jealoufy. As the Baron likewife vifns them, 
efpecially in the Evening, we have often been very 
merry together, and Riminia would Ibmetimes ad- 
mit of fuch Freedoms, in the Prefence of her Huf- 
band, as almoft exceeded the Bounds of Decency : 
This he is fb far from being difpleas’d at, that it 
feems rather to encreafe his Mirth, and he would 
often make it the Subjedt of his Raillery. Rimma 
is now about 20 Years of Age, tall, well (hap’d, 
has regular Features, dark brown Hair and Eyes, a 
good Skin, and a Complexion too fanguin to put up 
with the Satisfadion her Hufband is capable of 
giving her. I foon obferved a Familiarity between 
her and the Book-keeper, beyond what was be- 
coming either, by which Ihe probably makes her- 
felf Matter of more of her Hufband’s Cafli, than 
he is aware of, I likewife obferved, at my firft 

coming. 


Digitized byGoogis 


77 je German Spy. 199 

coming, that the Baron took every Opportunity of 
making himfelf agreable to Madam, which at 
once broke off, with fuch a Coldnefs, and feeming 
Difdain for each other, as I could nor but be furprifed 
at. I alfo foon found, that if Riminia and I were 
not better acquainted, it would not be her Fault ; 
and, indeed, ftrong Temptations, on her Side, 
have not been wanting ; but I took, at our firll 
Acquaintance, fo firm a Refolution, as has been 
Proof againft them all. In the mean Time, Toe* 
cario has been twice abfent ; once, for a Night only, 
at a Gentleman’s Seat in the Neighborhood ; and 
afterwards for two Nights at his own Home. The 
laft Time, the old Gentleman was fo good-natur’d 
to dcfire I would bear his Wife Company, at Dinner 
and Supper, ’till his Return, which I promis’d, 
in her Prefence, and, of Courfe, could not be 
worfe than my Word. At Dinner, the firft Day, 

I took the Liberty of bringing a* Friend with me, 
which, I found, by Madam’s Behavior, difplcas’d 
her; but to pur her in Humor again, I refolv’d to 
let her have my Company, in the Evening, alone. 

I came from the Coffee-houfe, where I had fpenc 
the Afternoon at Billiards, about Nine, and going 
dircftly into Riminia^^ Apartment, loon' found, 
by her Garb, that fhe had laid her Snare. She 
had a light loofe Gown on, of Crimfon Luftring, 
which the Seafon of the Year feem’d to require : But 
the Window- (butters being clos’d, and Candles 
lighted, tho* it was yet Day, for which fhe chid 
her Maid (who I found was her Confident, and 
Miftrefs of all her Secrets) and pretending the too 
great Heat of the Weather had made her faint, 
file threw open her Gown, under which fhe had 
nothing on but a Jacket of Marjeilles^ and a Petti- 
coat of the fame 5 and (he had taken great Care to 
remove all Obftruftions that might conceal what 
fhe was refolv’d to expofe. What think you, Sir, 
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had not I the Refolution of a Stoick, to (land my 
Ground? During Supper, all went pretty decently, 
except that fhe was continually prelfing me to drink 
more than I was inclin’d to do : But the Cloth was 
no fooner taken away, and Maria (for fo the Ser- 
vant is call’d) out of the Room, than, upon my 
propofing a Game at Picquet^ (he glanc’d a wanton 
jLook at me, cried, Pifli ! and drawing her Chair 
clofe to mine, Ican’d her Head upon my Shoulder, 
^nd fqueez’d me by the Hand. In (hort fhe gave 
me fo plainly to underftand, that fhe thought me 
too bafhful, and wanting as well to myfelf as her; 
that I was forc’d to break off our Amour abruptly ; 
by confeffing myfelf guilty of the higheft ill Man- 
ners ; expreffing my Concern for being obliged, 
in Compaffion to her, to deny myfelf the greateft 
Happinefs I could wifh, and to alledge a Realbn, 
which made me Blufh *, as much as it did her. She 
flew from me in a feeming Paffion ; but, after having 
taken a Turn or two in the Room, tocompofehcr- 
felf, fat down again by me, with all the Prefence 
of Mind imaginable, as if nothing uncommon had 
happen’d •, and falling into Difeourfe on fome in- 
different Subjeft, we fpent an Hour or two after- 
wards, with great Coolnefs and Decency. I was 
under no Apprchenfions of a fecond Attack the 
next Evening; nor, indeed, did fhe feem to have 
laid any Bait, more than ordinary, in my Way : 
But I was not a little furpriz’d to find, that, as well 
at as after Supper, fhe was more free with the Glafs 
than ufual, and feem’d to be under great Impatience 
and Uneafinefs of Mind ; upon which I could not 
conceive what Conftruftion to put. I was more than 
once going to offer fome Familiarities to her, with 
no other View, than to put her in a better Humor : 
But happening to afk, how it came we had not en- 
joy’d the, Baron’s Company of late? Immediatly 
I perceived her Countenance change, her Eyes 
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« 

darted Fire, her Lips loft their Ruby-Color, 
turn’d white and trembled ; her Tongue faul- 
ter"d, and tho* ftie attempted to fay fomething 
to me, fhe was not able to fpeak a Word. 
Madam, (faid I, taking her in my Arms, and 
kifling her, at the fame Time) what has befallen 
you ? Why are you in this Agony ? Has any 
Thing happen’d between the Baron and you, 
“ that can occafion this Difturbance in your Mind ? 
“ Sure, he muft have offer’d you fome very hei- 
‘‘ nous Indignity, that the bare naming him can 
throw you into fuch a T ranfport of Rage ! Un- 
bofom yourfelf to me, and tho’ I am fo un- 
happy at prefent, that I can only profefs myfelf 
an Admirer, you (hall find a fure Friend in me.” 
It was fome Time, before poor Riminia could fo 
far recover herfelf^ as to give me an Anfwer : 
She figh’d, fhe fobb’d, and was ready to burft, for 
Want of Vent, either in Tears or Words. At 
length, (he got the better of her Paflion, and look- 
ing earneftly upon me : ‘‘ Sir, (faid (he) you are 
“ of a Nation famed for Generofity: All your 
Aflions befpeak you a Gentleman: Can you 
‘‘ pardon a poor Woman’s Weaknefs ? Can you 
“ have Compaffion on my Infirmities; and have 
‘‘ Patience to hear the Story of the moft injured of 
“ my Sex ?” At which Words, (he burfl into a 
Flood of Tears. I defir’d her to compofe herfelfi 
and not to give Way to her Uneafinefs, affuring 
her, I would not only, with Patience and Com- 
paCTion, hear her Story ; but give her all the Affif- 
tance and Relief in my Power. ‘‘ You muft then, 
“ Sir, (continued (he) have obferved, how une- 
qually and unhappily I am married ; but as an 
“ unlucky Fate, which I brought upon mylelf, 
reduced me to the Neceffity of accepting of this 
Match, 1 think I could bear the Burden of it, 
with fome Degree of Patience, at lead, did but 
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^occario let me partake of any reafonable Share 
of his Riches, tho’ but in Proportion to the 
‘‘ Fortune I brought him *, that I might appear 
“ like myfelf, among my Friends and Acquain- 
“ tance. He is, otherwife, good-humourM enough*^ 
but covetous, even to debating me of Necef- 
laries. This, of Courfe, puts me upon Strata- 
gems to fupply my Wants, which I fome times 
find Means to do, at his Coll ; and his Eafinefs 
“ of Temper furnilhes me often with Opportuni- 
^ ‘‘ ties : For he is lb far from prying narrowly into 
“ my Actions, that tho* he fee me wear Jewels 
and Cloaths, which hcisfenfible I cannot have 
cpme fairly by, as long as he has no Sufpicion 
“ of their being fupplied out of his Purfe, for the 
Reft, he is eafy. Before I proceed, I muft con- 
fefs to you, that 1 have all the Frailties of my 
“ Sex ; and, indeed, 1 have laid myfelf too open 
“ to you, to pretend now to more Virtue than my 
Neighbours \ you muft, however, allow, I 
‘‘ have two ftrong Temptations, to prompt me to 
Vice : But to the Point : 

The Day after our Arrival here, being 
walking in the Street, with Maria following me, 
1 happen^ to pafs by the Baron, whom I did 
not then know, as he was talking with a Friend, 
“ at a Book-feller’s Shop. I obferved that he 
looked earneftly at me, and I had hardly gone 
three Steps, but I over-heard him tell his Com- 
panion, that he thought me one of the mod 
‘‘ charming Creatures he had ever feen, and that 
he would willingly give loo Duckets, for the 
Pleafure of enjoying my Company one Night 
only. Had he been alone, I Ihould immedi- 
“ ately have taken him at his Word : However, 
a young Iprightly Lover, with fo handfome a 
“ Sum to introduce him to my farther Affedion, 
** were Temptations too ftong to be refifted : I 

^ ‘ was, 
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was, therefore, no fooner got at a convenient 
‘‘ Diftance, than I order’d Maria to watch the 
Gentleman to his Lodgings, and enquire his 
“ Name arid Circumftances. She foon return’d, 
“ with the fatisfadlory Anfwer, that it was the 

young and rich Baron Von B whofc 

‘‘ Charafter I had before heard ; and I had the 
Courage, without farther Hefitation, to fend 
‘‘ Maria to him, to let him know, that if he was 
‘‘ in earned, I was not wholly difinclin’d to give 
“ Ear to his Propofal ; and that, if he thought 
‘‘ fit to take a Lodging, that was empty, in the 
“ fame Houfe, and on the fame Floor, with me, 
‘‘ it would not be long, before a proper Oppor- 
tunity would offer, to gratify both our Inclina- 
‘‘ tions. The Baron accepted the Offer, with 
“ a feeming Joy, arid I had the Pleafure to hear, 
“ the fame Evening, that he had taken the very 
“ next Apartment to my own. How foon, and 
“ how familiarly we were acquainted, you your- 
‘‘ felf have been an Eye-Witnefs : Buttho’Igavc 
the Baron frequent Opportunities, in the Abfence 
of my Husband, to fulfil the Bargain, I found, 
“ nothing lefs than a whole' Night would ferve his 
“ Turn. It was not long, before this Convenience, 
likewife, offer’d, and I took Care to acquaint 
‘‘ him of it by Maria : You may remember the 
“ Evening we fpent together at Ombre^ when Toe- 
carlo was out of Town : You had no fooner 
both left me, than I undrefs’d, and had contriv’d 
** it lo with Maridy that fhe introduced the Baron 
“ to me, in his Night-gown, jud as I was going 
to dep into Bed, with only an under Petticoat 
‘ on. I feem’d furpris’d, rail’d at Maridy who 
had lock’d the Door upon us, and was retired 5 
“ and, notwithdanding all he' could fiy of a pre- 
“ vious Agreement, pretended Ignorance of all 
“ that had pafs’d j treating it as a Trick of her’s, 

without 
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** without my Knowledge or Confent, and told 
him, that as we were alone, and I had no Way 
“ to difengage myfelf from him, but by railing 
** the Houfe, which, as it would be a Prejudice to 
** his Reputation, as well as mine, I hop’d he would 
** treat me with Civility. All this did but make 
“ him the more eager ; and, without any more 
** Compliments, he emptied his Purfe of Gold, 
** which, 1 afterwards found, juft contain’d the 
** Sum ftipulated, into my naked Bofom, telling 
** me, he did not know how he could treat me 
“ with more Civility, than by paying me my own 
Price i and, at the fame Time that he was very 
** ofEcious in helping me to take the Gold out of 
** my Bofom again, added, that if I would not 
** perform my Part of the Agreement, he would 
“ difcover the Whole to my Husband. In Ihort, 
** I was prevail’d on to lock up the Mony in my 
** Cabinet, and it was not long, before I let the 
** Baron have his Penny-worth for his Penny, 
** after having tied him down, by an Oath, to 
inviolable Secrecy. However, Maria having, 
“ by the Baron’s Order, fet a Bottle of Cham- 
** paign on the Table, we emptied that before we 
“ fign’d and fcal’d. 

Hitherto, you will think, I had no great 
“ Caufe to complain : But, whether the Baron 
afterwards thought he had paid too dear for his 
“ Purchafe, or whether the Wine had intoxicated 
“ one, or both of us •, upon what Occafion I can- 
** not call to Mind •, before Morning- we quafrel’d. 
“ Among other abufive Language, he did not ftick 
** JO call me common Proftitute, which fo enrag’d 
■*t me, that I added Blows to my Words, and he 
return’d the fame. In fhort, he left me with 
“ the mott horrid Imprecations of being reveng’d. 
“ I no fooner came to myfelf, in the Morning, 
than I repented of my Indilcretion, and was 

“ thoughtful 
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“ thoughtful how to regain the AfFeSion of fo 
“ agrcable, fo generous a Lover. I lent Msria 
“ to him, to make my Excufe, and to defire his 
“ Company at Breakfaft. He pretended a Necel- 
“ fity of going out immediately } but told her, he 
“ had entirely forgot all that had happen'd, and, 
at our next Meeting, all ihould be right again. 

“ I was in Hopes now, I had train’d my Point, 
and that a kind Look, or, at word, leting him 
enjoy his Purchafe again, for the fame Reward, 
“ would fecure him : But how inexpreflible was my 
“ Confufion, when, immediately after my Huf- 
“ band’s Return, I heard the Baron, in the Dining- 
“ Room, with him, and that their Dilcourfe was 
about 100 Duckets. I did not doubt but the 
“ Villain had betray’d me, and, in the Height of 
“ Rage, feiz’d a Penknife, with Intent to plunge 
“ it into his falfe Heart; which I had certainly 
“ done, had not ^occarioy in the very Moment, 
“ call’d to me, in a friendly Tone, to bring the 
“ 100 Duckets, the Baron had left with me the 
Night before, to be exchang’d for Silver ; be- 
“ caufe he had now unexpectedly receiv’d current 
“ Mony, and would rather have his Gold again. 
“ I was immediately fenfible of the Stratagem the 
“ bafe Man had made Ufe of, to get his Mony 
“ again j and could now have imbrued my Hands 
“ in his Blood, with as good a Will as before ; 
“ but I had no Pretence left to excufe lb ralh an 
Action, unlefs I would betray my own Shame, 
“ which I found he had not done. With how 
“ good a Will I fent the Mony by Maria, you 
may eafily imagine ; and I have conceiv’d fuch 
“ a Hatred for him, on Account of his bale Trcat- 
“ ment, that I can hardly fee him, or hear him 
“ named, without falling into the Agonies you faw 
** me, in ; infomuch that it is with great Diffi- 
culty I relrab from them in the Prefence of my 

“ Husband. 
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‘‘ Husband. The Villain knows it, and takes a 
, Pleafure in infulting me, by coming into my 
Company, when you or any one elfe is with 
‘‘ me i but will never give me an Opportunity of 
reproaching him alone. I (hall never have an 
eafy Minute kill I am reveng’d of him ; and 
if you have that Value and Compaflion for me 
which you exprefs, let me conjure you to lend 
‘‘ me your Afliftance, in fo juft a Defign.” 

I MUST confefs, I was fo touch’d with her Re- 
lation, that iho* the Charafter (he had given me 
of herfelf was not the moft advantageous ; yet the 
Aftion appear’d fo bafe apd ungentlemanlike in the 
Baron, that I refolved to be her Champion. I 
told her, that tho’ I could'not, at prefent, think 
of any Revenge, but what would expofe her, rather 
than afford her any real Pleafure, yet this I would 
promife her, that the Baron fhould reftore the Mo- 
ny, or give me Satisfaftion in another Manner^ 
This, I found, made her pretty eafy : For tho’ fhe 
would gladly have Jfecur’d the Lover too, it was, 
in a great Meafure, in Hopes of future Gain ; and 
I plainly perceiv’d, that of the two (he was, if 
poflible, more mercenary than amorous. 

The next Afternoon, 1 met with the Baron at 
the Coffee-houfe, and ask’d him to drink a Bottle 
with me at an adjacent Tavern. We went alone, 
and after a little previous Difcourfe, I ask’d him 
what could occafion fuch a Coldnefs as I had, of 
late, obferv’d, between him and Ritninia. He 
•fmil’d, and told me her Impudence had given him 
an Averfion to her ; that he believ’d her to be an 
arrant Proftitute, a very Mejfalina^ and, thereupon, 
began to tell me his whole Affair. I interrupted 
him, by faying he might fpare himfelf the Trou- 
ble , for I was already inform’d of it from her own 
Mouth. Upon this he laugh*di and told me, as he 
found I was fo intimate with her, he did not doubt 

but 
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but I had paid her Price, as he had done; but 
whether I had fo cafily recover’d my Mony again, 
he queftion’d. I affured him, his Sufpicions were 
ill-grounded 5 that the greateft Familiarities I 
ever had with her; he himfelf had been an Eye- 
Witnefs to ; and that, for what he feem’d to glory 
in, it was the very Point I had to difcufs with him^ 
and could not but condemn him for it : However, 
before we went farther, 1 told him, I fhould be glad 
to know what could be the Caufe of the Quarrel, 
which occafioned fo wide a Breach between them i 
not being perfectly fatisfied with the Account flie had 
given me of it, which I acquainted him with. He, 
thereupon, affured me, upon, his Honor, that it 
never enter’d into his Thoughts to grudge her the 
Mony he had once given her ; nor had the Wine 
produced the Effedt (he feem’d to infinuate : But 
that their Quarrel proceeded wholly from her unfa- 
tiable Lewdnefs ; for which he now defpis’d her, 
more than he had> at firft, efteem’d her : That he 
had, indeed, call’d her common Proftitute , but it 
was not till (he had not only abufed him, with the 
moft opprobrious Language ; but would have forced 
him, in the moftdifagreable Manner, to take more 
for his Mony than he defired. 

I BEGAN now myfelf to conceive an Averfion 
for fo abandon’d a Creature, and towi(h I had not 
been fo free in promifing ; but my Word was en- 
gag’d, and it was too late to retreat. I, there- 
fore, told the Baron, that tho’ the(e Circumftances 
fufliciently juftified his breaking with Rimnia^ yec 
I could not fee how he could anfwer it to his Ho- 
nor, to deprive her, in fo clandeftine a Manner, 
of what he had given her, in Purfuance of (o for- 
mal an Agreement. To this the Baron gave me 
a more favorable Anfwer than I expelled. << I 
“ allow (faid he) your Obfervation is juft : I was 
‘‘ exafperated to the higheft Degree, and refolved 

to 
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to give her all the Uneafinels I could, for which 
*« I could think of no more proper Method : But 
** now I have fo far taken my Revenge, I have my- 
felf been thinking how to let her have the Mony 
“ again with a good Grace i and have, at Length, 
“ pitch’d upon a Method, which I believe you 
“ will approve of. I am refolv’d not to be with 
** her alone 5 but if you will make one with us, 
“to night, after Supper, and will decline a Party 
** of Ombre which has been our ufual Diverfion, I 
“ will propofe a Game at Picquety between her 
** and me, and will contrive Matters fo as to lole 
“ this Sum to her. 

The Baron was as good as his Word, and ad- 
ded 20 Duckets more to the Sum, to make her 
amends for the Fright he had put her into : But re- 
folved never to fee her more. He left this City 
two Days afterwards, to return to his Eftate j as 

f )oor Riminia is to do to morrow, to accompany 
:er Hulband to his own Home again. My next 
may probably give you an Account of the Return 
of my learned Friend, and of the farther Satisfac- 
tion, I hope to enjoy in his agreabie Convcrfation, 
’till when 1 remain, as ever, fsfr. 
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Letter XXIV. 

V 



7i2, Hamburg. 

HAVE now the Satisfaftion to acquaint 
you, that my learned Friend, being re- 
turned from his Journy, came, accord- 
ing to Cuftom, on Saturday laft to my 
Lodgings. He did me the Favor to fpend the 
Evening in my Apartment, and 1 dined the next 
Day with him in his. In the Afternoon, I ac- 
companied him to that pleafant Seat I gave you 
an Account of in a former Letter, and (laid with 
him till the ^urfday following. How agre- 
ably I fpent my Time, and how handfomly 1 was 
entertained, by this worthy Adepts you will eafily 
form a Judgment of, by what I wrote you of my 
firft Vifit; 

I CANNOT, upon this Occafion, myfelf forbear 
calling to Mind that odd Expreflion of Ovid\ 
Nos duo turba fumus j and the Refledion with 
which it is accompanied by one of the ingenious 
Authors of iht Spectators : “ The moft open, in- 
“ ftrudive^ and unreferved Difcourfc (fays he) is 
that which pafles between two Perfons who arc 
“ familiar and intimate Friends. On thefe Occa- 
fions, a Man gives a Loofe to every Paffion, and 
every Thought that is upper moft ; difcovers his 
moft retired Opinions of Perfons and Things \ 
tries the Beauty and Strength of his Sentiments, 
and expofes his whole Soul to the Examination 
“ of his Friend. 

And in another Place : The Mind never un- 

P bends 


cc 





210 The German Spy.- 

** bends itfclf fo agreably as in the Converfation 
“ of a well chofen Friend. There is, indeed, 

** no Blefllng of Life, that is any. Way com- 
“ parable to the Enjoyment of a difereet and vir- 
tuous Friend. It eafes and unloads the Mind ^ 

“ clears and improves the Underftanding ; engen- 
ders Thoughts and Know lege j animates Virtues 
and good Refolutions; fooths and allays the 
*• Paffions, and finds Employments for moft of the 
“ vacant Hours of Life.” 

All and every of thele HappinelTes I enjoyed 
in the Company of my Friend i and methinks I ' 
partake of them a fecond Time, when I open my 
Mind, with the fame Unrefervednefs to you : But 
to proceed ; I lhall, in this Letter, give you an Ac- 
count of fome extraordinary Pieces of Curiofity, 
which are treafured up in my Friend’s excellent Li- 
brary : The firft' Thing which, this Time, fixed 
my Attention, was a curious Watch, of a fome- 
thing larger Size than ordinary, which my Friend, 
telling me he had bought it at Mecca^ diilinguiih’d 
by the Name of a Philosophical Watch, and 
gave me the following Account of it. 

The Invention of a Philofopbical Watch (faid he) 
is a Matter of fo great Importance, Curiofity and 
Ufe, that I believe you will not think the Time 
mifpent, if I am particular in my Delcription 
of it. 

“ I MUST beg Leave to premife, that there arc 
“ as many different Kinds of Perfedfion, as there 
are Beings capable of attaining to them. They 
“ may, however, be brought under three gener^ 

“ Heads •, viz. “The Vegetable^ the Animaly and 
“ the Intellebiud PerfeSl'wns : But it is to the latter 
only my Watch is applicable. 

“ A Man may be faid to live up to the highefi 
Perfedion of his Species, if he nave attain’d to j 
*' a true Knowlege of his Duty to the Supream 

Being, 
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^ Being, to bimfdf, and to’ his Fellow-Creatures^- 
‘ and fquares all his Aftions according to the Dic- 

* tates of that Knowlege. 

‘‘ This may propeily be call’d The Ratio- 
‘ NAL OR Philosophical Life of Man, the 
‘ Length of which my IVatch has the Angular 
‘ Virtue to meafure, with the greateft Accuracy. 

‘ It fliews (I fay) with the greateft Exaftitude,- 

* how long a Perfon may be faid to have livedy 
‘ taking that Word into the moft perfeft Accep*- 

* tation it will bear. 

“ Whatever the common Opinion of the 
‘ World may be, we cannot, properly be faid to 
‘ live the Time we fpend in Dreffing,:’ Gaming, 

‘ Dancing, Pratlihg, Laughing, and the like. 

‘ We live no. longer, than we a<ft according to 
‘ the true £)i£tatcs of Solid Reafon and Sound 
‘ derfianding. At leaft in this Senfe it is,' that my 
‘ Watch (hews how long a Mah has really lived, 

‘ with Regard only to fuch Perfedions, as Cartnot 
‘ come within the Compafs of thofe.. which arc* 
‘ common to the Vegetable or Animal Life. 

“'To outward Appearance, you fee, fconti- 
‘ nued my Friend^ that this differs from a* 

‘ common PockcuWatch only in the.Dial-Platey 

* and the Motions of the Hands. The Circle,* 
‘ which, in common Watches, (hews the Mi- 

nutes, is here divided into 360 Degrees : Thirty- 
‘ of them is a Philofophical Month, and eaeff 
‘ Angle Divifion a Philofophical Day, which is 
‘ fomething longer than a natural Day, bccaufe 
‘ 360 make a Year. The inward Circle isdivi— 
‘ ded into 24 Hours, with their Subdivifions as 
‘ in common Watches ; but the Motions of the 
‘ Hands are juft the reverfe. The Hour-Hand 
‘ moves round its whole Circle, while that which 
‘ is call’d the Minute-Hand, in other Watches, 

‘ is moving the 360th Part of its Circumference ; 

P 2 and 


212 The German Spy.* 

** and both move either backwards or forwards, 
** as Circumftances require. 

** T H E Ufe of this Watch is exceeding plain 
** and eafy : Whenever I dcfire to know the Phi- 
*• lofoplncal Life of any Pcrfon, I need only hold 
it fo near him, that it is within the Reach of 
“ the Effluvia that proceed from his Body ; keep- 
** ing my Finger upon a certain Spring, which 
prevents thofe proceeding from the Perfon who 
** .holds it having any Effed:, and it (hews it with 
the greateft Exaftnefs. If he has fpent his whole 
Life in Folly, Indolence, and a continual Neg- 
“ left of his rational Duty, it ftands ftock-ftill: 
“ But if he has mifpent any of his Time in Afti- 
ons unbecoming a rational Creature, it pre- 
fently fhews it, by tuning fo many Days, 
“ Months and Years backwards. Has his Life 
,** been a Medly of good, bad and indifferent 
“ Aftions, as moft Men’s Lives are, it fhews the 
Ballance, on which ever Side of the Queftion 
** it happens to fall. 

“To enter into a Difculllon of the inward 
** Conftruftion of this Watch., and the Caufes, 
♦* which from -thence produce thefe wonderful 
EfFefts, is foreign to my prefent Purpofe, and 
«* indeed, in a great Meafure, beyond my Com- 
** prehenGon ; my Deflgn, at this Time, is only 
“ to give you an Account of fome Obfervations 
** and Experiments I have made on and with 
“ it : Ana 

“ I. I Observe, that my Watch Gands ftill, 
“ not only the whole Time a Man has fpent in 
♦* Idlenefs and Indolence, which is generally the 
“ greater Part of his Natural Life j but all the 
** Time he has employed, in Eating, Drinking, 
** Sleeping, and whatever elfe may be reckon'd 
“ to the Vegetable or Animalt and is a Hindrance 
“ to our Moral Life. 

“ 2. As 
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2. As foon as it approaches a Man who is 
“ engaged in (bme public. fpirited generous Ac- 
“ tion, for the Good of Mankind, it moves for- 
** wards feveral Days at once ; and, on the con- 
“ trary, if any one is about commiting a remark- 
able Aft of Injuftice, it flies backwards with 
“ fuch Rapidity, that I have often been appre- 
hcnfive the whole Machine might fly in Pieces. 

“ 3. With Regard to. the Male and Fc- 
male Sexes, 1 have obferved, that, in general, 
“ in the Company of Men, it is very apt to run 
“ backwards, and in that of the fair Sex, to (land 
‘‘ ftill: Tho% in Honor to the latter, I have fomc- 
times obferved it to run with greater Swiftnefs for- 
ward, than has been common with the other Scr. 
“ 4. I N our prefent depraved Times, I have 
“ observed, that whenever the longeft Hand of 
my Watch makes feven Turns round itsCircum- 
“ ference of 360 Degrees, the Perfon who fets it 
“ in Agitation may be reckon’d of a very advan- 
ced Age : And he, who attains to his fixth Phi- 
“ bfophical Year, may be call’d an old Man. 

“ 5. I HAVE, indeed, a Lift of fome Perfons, 
‘‘ who, at the natural Age of 20 or 30 Years, 
“ have, according to my Watch^ died in a good 
‘‘ Old Age : But fuch Examples arc very rare. 

“ 6. With my Wateb^ I have 

been enabled to write the whole Life and Hif- 
“ tory of my late Neighbour, Dick Night-cap^ 
“ in thefe few Words : Richard Nigbt-cap^ born 
“ jinno 1697, died Anno 1727, aged o Tear. 

“ Harry Spadille, a Gamefter, of 
“ 60 Years of natural Age, is, according to my 
“ Watch^ but two Years, 14 Days and fix Hours 
old. At that Age he made a Halt in Life, and 
let one of his Grand-children grow feven Months 
‘‘ older than himfelf. 

• 8. N I c K M I s E R, an old Ufurer, died, 
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according to fome Years before he 

M was born. The many A£ls of Injuftice, he had 
been guilty of, had fuch an Effeft upon it, as I 
■“ cannot better defcribe, than by having Recourfe 
to the Algebraic Term and Character Minus, 

“ by the Help of which I can fay, he lived — 5 
“ Years, + 3 Months, +10 Days, + ^ Hour, 

“ and fo much, in his Account of Philofophicd 
“ Life, he was worfe than nothing at his Death. 

“ I HAVE feveral other Calculations of the 
** like Nature lying by me, which I lhall lay be- 
** fore you, at a convenient Time ; in the mean 
“ while, I have the Satisfadion to tell you. That 
“ by the many Experiments I have made with this 
«* Watch, I have attain’d to fuch a Knowledge of 
“ the Philofopbical Life of Man, that I am able to 
** give a tolerable Calculation, how far any one is 
** advanced in this Courfe, if I but hear or read a 
juft Account of his natural Life and Aftions. 

** If, therefore, any of your diftant Correfpon- 
<* dents are defirous to know what Age they are 
attain’d to, upon fending me fuch an Account, 
they fhall have the Satisfadlion they defire. 

“It is with a fenfible Concern, lam oblig’d 
“ to fay, that upon examining, in this Manner, 

“ the Lives of fome of the ancient Heathens, I 
“ find them extend to a greater Length, than thofe 
“ of moft of our modern Chrijlians : And they 
“ may be accounted long and good Livers, to - 
** whom we can, with Juftice, apply the Epitaph 
“ a Roman Conful, in the Time of Emperor Trajan, 

“ who died in the 73d Year of his natural Age, 
caufed to be placed on his Tomb } 

HiC JACET SiMILIS,- 

Cujus ^Etas multorum Annorum Fuit, 
Ipse septem duntaxat Annos vixit. 

That 
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That is. 

Here lies Similis, 

JVbo was many Tears $ldy 
But lived only /even Tears. 

“To make a juft and advantageous Applica- 
“ tion of thefe Refledlions, let a young and heal- 
“ thy Perfon, attain’d to Years of Reafon and Re- 
“ fle(ftion, make a Suppolition of the Time he 
“ may reafonably think he has got to live. If the 
“ Life of Man be reckon’d, at a Medium^ 30 Years, 
“ let us for Argument’s Sake fuppole 12 Years: 
“ of thefe 12, we muft abate at Jeaft four, for the 
“ neceffary Time of Sleeping, Dreftiug, and the 
“ like. Two Years we may reckon for Eating 
“ and Drinking ; and that Perfon muft be very af- 
“ liduous who does not fpend two more in Pleafure 
“ and Diverfions. We have then four Years left, 
“ for the rational and beneficial Occupations of a 
“ Philofophical Life. No fmall Part of that is 
“ probably fpent in Indiffcrcncy and Indolence ; 
“ and he muft be a very exaft Obferver of his 
“ Duty, who has not fome of it to ballance againft 
“ Time fpent in irrational and unwarrantable Ac- 
“ tions : So that, upon the whole, we have hardly 
“ more than two in 12. 

Here my Friend finifh’d his Difeourfe, and 
iho’, during this Time, we had frequently Ihifted 
the Watch out of the Hands of one to the other, 
and had refpefUvely obferved what Effe£l: it had 
upon each of us ; yet I found we were both agreed 
not fecmingly to take any Notice of it, tho’ for yery 
different Realbns : I not to offend his Modefty, by 
complimenting him upon the great Age he had 
attain’d to in his Philofophical Life^ beyond any 
Example he had mentioned j and he not to put me 
to theBlufh, by obferving I was yet in the State of 
Infancy. 
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1 WAS the more pleas’d with this Invention of 
a PlMofophical Watch., becaufe I immediately ima: 
gined it to be of our own Country, and that I had 
already feen or read fomething of this Nature : And 
I have fince had an Opportunity of finding whence 
this Imagination arofe, by accidentally dipping into 
the fecond Volume of the in which I find 

fcveral Pieces, that may probably, at leaft, have 
given the ingenious Inventor of this curious Piece 
of Machinery, fome ufeful Hints to work upon. 

The next Thing I faw in my Friend’s Library, 
was a Tin Box, with the Infcription Universal 
Snuff, for refreshing the Memory, of 
which he gave me the following Account: “ This 
“ SnufF (laid he) is a Compofition of i8 choice Ve- 
getables, the fecret Virtues of which, a learned 
Chymift of my Acquaintance attain’d to the 
** Knowlege of, after great Study and Labor. It 
** clears and reffcfhes the Memory, in a very won- 
“ derful Manner ; cleanfes and opens all the Doors 
“ to the Eyes, Ears and Tongue, in which Time, 
or any Accidents of Life, have occafion’d Stop- 
«» pages or Obftru£fions j reftores thofe Ideas to 
• “ the Brain, which have formerly had Place there, 
“ but, by I^grces, are loft or fupplanted. I could 
«* give you nurherous Inftances of the Succefs of 
** this Univerfal 'Snuff j but fhalj, at this Time, 
“ think two fufficigpr. ■ . i 

“ PA RVU LU S is a Perfon of mean Birth, 
** and not the greateft Merit : But Fortune having 
♦* taken him from behind the Plow, and placed 
** him in the Family of a worthy Merchant, 
“ continued to heap her Favors, in fuch Manner, 
»* upon him, that by a Chain of unforefeen and ex- 
traordinary Events, he is now become, in a very 
** fhort Time, PofTeffor not only of his Mafter’s 
“ and Benefaftor’s Trade, but of his F’ortune too ; 
and Riches have recommended him to one of 

the 
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the principal Pofts of Honor and Truft, in the 

‘‘ Republic of . This Excefs of good For- 

tune occafion’d fuch a total Subverfion of poor 
“ Parvulus\ Brains, that a continual Giddinefe 
“ in the Head, and an entire Lofs of his Me- 
“ mory, enfued ; infomuch that he could not call 
“ to Mind ever to have had any Friends, Rela- 
“ tions or Acquaintance, but what proceeded from 
thofc Alliances, which he had contrafted fincc 
the Advancement of his Fortune. If any of 
the Conlrades of his youthful Days came to 
congratulate his Happinefe, thinking to par- 
“ take of a Bottle with him, in the fame familiar 
‘‘ Manner they formerly had done, when theirNames 
were font in, he could not remember ever to 
“ have heard of any fuch Perfons ; he was either 
“ bufy or indifpos’d, and was by no Means to be 
fpoken with : And when, in his gilt Chariot, 
“.he happen’d to meet a Country Cart, with his 
“ aged Parents in it, felling Peas or Turnips, 
“ or a Load of Dung, drove by his Brothers, 
“ he could not call to Mind ever to have feen fuch 
“ Perfons before : Or if, when any of them came 
“ to his Houfe, he order’d his Servants to fet a 
“ Piece of cold Meat, and a Tankard of Beer 
“ before them, his weak Memory would put him 
“ in Mind of no farther Obligation to them. As 
I had been an Eye-witnefs of fome of thefe Irre- 
“ gularities, and had heard of others, I refolved 
“ to try the Effedt of my Arcanum upon him, and 
“ fee’d one of his Servants to convey it to him, 
“ in the Room of a Cephalick Snuff he ufed to 
“ take. In a few Days, I began to fee the Effedt 
“ of it : He knew and falutcd his old Acquain- 
“ tance ; invited them to dine with him ; gave a 
“ comfortable Subfiftence to his Parents, at his 
“ Country-houfe •, provided for his Brothers, and 
“ is^ upon Occafions, ready to aflift, and fupply 
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the Neceflitics of fuch indigent Perfons, who, 
^ as he now remembers, are in the fame Circum- 
ftances he himfelf once was. 

“ Count Udeno^ whofe noble Anceftors had 
done very confiderable Services to their Country, 
is on that Account, in high Eftecm and Credit, 

^ at the Court of r- • But had, not long 

fince, fo miferable a Memory, that he hardly 
knew what he faid or did from one Moment to 

t 

the other. As great Regard is had to his Rc- 
commendation at Court; Intereft is frequently 
^ made to him for the obtaining of Pofts in the 
^ Government or Army, and he is fo true a Cour- 
tier, that he hardly ever refufes any one : But then 
^ his Memory will fo fuddcniy fail him, that it is 
common for him to promifc the fame Employ to a 
Dozen different Pcrfons one after another. When 
filch a Poft becomes vacant,. it is twenty to one 
but he forgets every one of the twelve 5 and if 
another to whom he was never under any En- 
gagement before, comes with a Rtcommcnda- 
tion from a Friend, or a Purfe of Gold, or 
a Letter from his Miftrefs, fuch a one is more 
likely to carry off the Prize, than any of thofe 
to whom he had before pledg’d his Word and 
Honor. Honeft Jack Saunter was one Day 
complaining to me, that Count Udeno had fed 
him up with Hopes of an Employment for above 
feven Years: But notwithftanding his conftant 
and afliduous Attendance at Levee ^ and other 

public Places, where he could not efcape the 
Count’s Notice, he was never the. nearer. Having 
fill’d his Box with my Sndfl^- 1 advis’d him to 
watch his Patron when he was going to Court, 
and without exchanging a Word with him, to 
offer him a Pinch. He followed my Counlel ; 
it had the defired EfTeft ; his Lordfhip blulh’d ; 
all his Promifes, Oaths and Affurances flew at 

once 
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‘ once in his Face ; Jacfc got a good Employ, and I 
‘ am not out of Hope^, if I can find any Means to 
‘ get my NoJlrum]zpplkdy but I may makea perfeft 
‘ Cure of my Courtier, to the great Emolument 
‘ of a Number of ExpeiEtants, who otherwife may 
‘ dance as long after him as poor Saunter had 
‘ done. 

This Arcanum (continued my Friend) has 
‘ hardly ever fail’d me, except where the Malady 
‘ amounts to a Delirium^ and the Perfon afFefted is 
‘ entirely loft to himfelf and the whole World. 

‘ Of this I had a late Inftancc, in this City. 
‘ Sartor is the Son of an honeft Artificer, and 
‘ himfelf ferved his Time to another j but a rich 

* Merchant, his Godfather, was perfoaded, at 
‘ the Hour of his Death, to bequeath his whole 

* Eftate to him, and fome will even fay, that the 
‘ Teftator happening to dy, before the Will could 
^ beengrofs’d, the Attorney compleated the A£lu$ 
‘ Donationis^ by guiding his Hand. Be this as 
‘ it will, fuch unexpefted Fortune fo turned poor 
‘ Sartor^s Brains, that he has never been himfelf 
‘ fince. He has not only all the Symtoms of a 
‘ Madman, of which I cured ParvuluSy but many 
‘ more incorrigible. It is no uncommon Thing 
‘ for him to rife early of a Poft-day ; to order his 
‘ Horfe to be faddled ; put on his Boots, and a 
‘ Hunting Habit ; and after all to fit down in his 
‘ Counting-houfe, in that Drefs ; write his Letters, 
‘ go to the Exchange, dine with a Friend, vifit the 
‘ Ladies, and go to the Opera, ftill in his Hunt- 
‘ ing-Habit : And to compleat the Farce, for- 
‘ geting at the Opera, that he has a Wife at 
‘ home, to rake it all Night, and coming home 
‘ the next Morning, to order his Horfe into the 
‘ Stable, which has nev^er been out of it, and go 
‘ to Bed, to reft himfelf from the Fatigues of 
‘ chafing an innocent Hare. This is one of the 

Incurables 
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“ Incurables on whom my Nofirum has been em- 
“ ploy’d in vain. 

My Friend made me a Prefent of a Paper of 
this Univerfal Snuff ; but caution’d me, at the fame 
Time, to ufe it with Difcretion, and not to offer 
it in all Companies, cfpecially if there fhould chance 
to be any old Maids prefent. I (hall have the 
Satisfaftion, at leaft, as often as I make Ufe of 
it myfelf, to call to Mind the many pleafing 
Hours I have pafs’d in your agreable Company, 
which will engage me to be ever ambitious in Ihew- 
ing, how much 1 am, (^c. 



Letter XXV. 





S I iJ, Hamburg: 

Y Friend having finifhed his Difcourfe 
concerning his Univerjd Snuff \ I, at the 
fame Inftant, obferved, in one of his 
Repofitories, a fmall Phial of tranfparent 
blue Water or Spirits, which I took to be the fame, 
the Colour only excepted, as that in the Tube of my 
WxxXt^ermometeri or which I gave you a Defcription 
in former Letters, and was about to beg a fmall- 
Portion of it, when perceiving my Eyes fix|d upon 
it, he took it into his Hand, and, defiring me 
to fit down, told me, the Virtues of that Liquor 
were fo extraordinary, that 1 probably might not 
think a Moment’s Time mifpent, to give Atten- 
tion to the brief Account he would give me of them. 
Being feated accordingly, he began his Difcourfe 
in the following Manner : ^ ^ 

‘‘ When 1 was at Peking in China, I had the 

Plcafurc 
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Pleafure to be acquainted with the greateft Chy- 
mift in that mighty Empire, named Miram 
‘‘ ^anfi. As our Converfation generally turnM 
“ upon the wonderful Force of his Art, 1 once 
“ put the Queftion to him, whether he thought 
it poflfible, by Chymiftry, to prepare a Water 
or Spirit, which (hould have the Virtue to ftreng* 
then our Eyes to fuch a Degree, that we might 
‘‘ perceive the Vapors arifing from the Brains of 
Men, and thereby figuratively difeover the 
‘‘ Paflions of their Minds ; and likewife per- 
“ fe<9:ly diftinguifli thofc different Creatures, which 
float and fpprt continually in the Air, like Fifli 
in Water, His Anfwer was in the Affirmative ; 
adding, that he did not queftion, but he fliould, 
“ one Time or other, be able to convince. n>e of 
‘‘ the Poflibility of it, by the Efficacy of a Pre- 
paration of his own, which had already coft 
“ him many Years Labor and Study, 

. “ A s I had very little Hopes of his fuccceding, 
“ it had quite efcap’d my Memory, when, foon 
after my Return to Europt^ I received a fmall 
“ Box, from my Correfpondent at Amjierdam^ 
which came direfted to him for me, by one of 
“ the Dutch Eajt-India Ships, Upon opening it, 
“ I found this Phial, carefully wrapM up in an 
obliging Letter, advifing me, that the Liquor 
contained in it would fully effed: all I had re* 
quir’d, I was fo affured of my old Friend^s In- 
tegrity, that I had no Room to doubt the Truth 
of his Affertion •, I was, however, impatient 
ftill I had made the Experiment, and I found it 
“ perfedly anfwer my Expedations, of which I 
ftiall, as Occafion offers, give you many In- 
‘‘ fiances* 

From the Head of an ambitious Man, I ob- 
‘‘ fervid a fubtle, volatile, blue Vapor, continu- 
ally arifing, and foaring diredly upwards. A 

‘‘ party- 
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par^-colour*d watery Dew prcxeeds from the 
Brains of a Libertine, tho* not fo conftantly ; 
and a thick, earthy, white and yellow Cloud 
inceffantly furrounds the Brow of a Mifcr. 
“The third Day after I had received this agre- 
able Prefcnt, I had Occafion to pay a Vifit to a 
“ Lying-in Lady, where expefting to meet with 
“ Variety of Company, I urengthned my Eyes 
“ with this wonderful Water, hoping to repair the 
“ Time, I was fenfible I muft mifpend in fuch an 
“ Affembly of Goflips, by making a nice Difeo- 
very of the feveral Tempers and Humors of 
<< every one prefent, for my own Edification. I 
“ was at fir ft alone, but had not been there long, 
before three Ladies came in, and, foon after, 

‘‘ a Gentleman, who was follow’d by three of the 
“ fame Sex, as they were by feven more of the 
“ fair Sex, of different Ages. After a full half 
Hour had been fpent in congratulating the Lady 
“ in the Straw, and admiring the Beauty of the 
“ Child, and the Refemblance fome or other Fea- 
‘‘ ture of its Face had to every one in the Family j 
“ and. the like Space of Time had been taken up, 
“ in fettling the important Point of Precedency, 
“ we were at Length happily feated ; and I, for 
“ my Part, had fortunately obtain’d a Situ- 
ation, from whence I could obferve the whole 
Company, tho’ not without fome Jealoufy and . 
“ Heart-burning. 

“We were no fooner placed, than a general 
Silence, as profound as in a Quaker’s Meeting, 
“ enfued, which gave me the wifh’d for Oppor- 
“ tunity of making my Remarks, with the greater 
“ Exaftitude. . And here, to my great Surprize, 
“ I perceived the Air of the whole Chamber 
“ replete, with little frightful infefts, fome refem- 
“ bling BaftliskSi others Cbimera^s, and a third 
•• like long fiery Serpents. Immediately there 
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proceeded from the Brains of moft of the Coiru 
pany, thro* the Eyes, certain ugly defonned 
Monfters, with thick Heads, and long Ears, 
which I l^n perceived to be the Images of Igno^ 

“ runce. Thefe feem’d to wink to the other little 
flying Animals •, whereupon they immediately 
made their Entrance, the Bafiluks into the 
Eyes, the Chimera^ into the Ears, and the<?^- 
^ pents into the Mouths of the greater Part of the 
‘‘ Affcmbly. The firft Effeft which I perceiv’*d, 
of this ftrange Pbenomenony was a more than 
ordinary Motion of the Eyes, rolling and ' 
fejuinting from one Objeft to another, but chiefly 
directed to the Laces, Jewels, Cloaths, Defeats 
and Foibles of others, which was immediately 
“ followed by difdainfol and envious Looks, forced 
Smiles, and affefted Complaifance. I particu- 
larly obferv*d a continual Motion of the fmaH 
Mufcle, which draws the Nofe upwards, when 
it exprefles the Contempt, which the Owner of 
it has upon feing any Thing he does not like^ or 
“ hearing any Thing he does not underftand. 
The hilTing Serpents having, in rhe mean Time, 
placed themfelves, in a proper Situation, in the 
“ Tongues, chiefly of the weaker Part of the Af- 
^ fembly, and immediately approaching, with a 
‘‘ difdainful Laugh, the itching Ears of thofe who 
were neareft them, fupplied the little Animals, 
who had taken Pofleffion of that Member, with 
fo large a Stock of flanderous Venom, that they 
‘‘ almoft vifibly fwelPd, and extended themfelves 
to fuch a Degree, that the long- ear’d Inhabitants 
of the Brain had hardly any Room left, in that 
‘‘ otherwife empty Manfion. I began to lament, 
that my Ears had not the fame additional Force 
as my Eyes •, by which Means, I am perfuaded, 

I might have heard a thoufand Vanities, and 
Backbitings, from the Mouths of thofe, who, in 

tliis 
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this plentiful Manner, were fupplying the Ears 
“ of their neareft Neighbours : For I obferved 
“ their Eyes fparkled, their Lips were in continual 
“ Agitation, and their Tongues feem’d to bid fair 
‘ ‘ for a Perpetuum Mobile. 

“As (continued my Friend) I generally endea- 
“ vour to improve every Incident of Life, not to 
“ my own Advantage only, but to that of my 
“ Neighbours alfo; I was moved with Horror at 
“ what I had fecn, and was uneafy ’till I found a 
“ proper Excufe to take my Leave ; when, retiring 
“ immediately to my Chamber, I began ferioufly to 
refledi on the Heinoufnefs of a Vice, look’d upon 
“ by the greater Part of Mankind, as an excufable 
“ Wcaknefs, founded too much upon Cuftom and 
Example, or at leaft fomented by them, rather 
“ than a crying Sin, as dangerous in its Confequence, 
as the CommifTion of it is unreafonable. With 
“ Grief I remark’d, that it had taken deepeft Root 
“ in the moft beautiful Part of the Creation, and 
** began to think it a Curfe on the Female Sex, 
inflicted upon them, for the Sin they had intail’d 
“ upon ail Mankind, and a Scourge put into their 
“ Hands, in a more particular Manner to punifh 
“ one another. I had obferved how afTiduous each 
“ of the little invifible Monfters, which Ihaddif- 
“ cover’d by the Help of my incomparable Eye- 
“ Water, were, in their feveral Capacities, at the 
“ Birth of this complicated Monfter SlandeR) 
“ the Vice lam fpealcingof; And upon maturely 
“ reflefting on the different Caufes, from whence 
“ this almoft common Evil might probably arife, 
“ I could find no other than thofe, which were in 
“ fo lively a Manner reprefented by them ; I mean 
“ Ignorance t Envy., Malice and Vanity. 

“ My Landlady, where I then lodged, 
“ while this Houfe was building, poflefs’d a large 
“ Share of every one of thefc unhappy Qualities. 

“ The 
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The old Lady N — a Widow of an affluent 

‘‘ Fortune, who has improved a large Portion of 
natural Ignorance, with the too common Preju- 
dice, that it is unbecoming a Woman to aim at 
“ the Knowledge of more than the Management 
of her Kitchen, her Tea-Table, Toilet, and 
‘‘ Servants ; but in thefc, Ihe has the Vanity to 
think file excels her whole Sex. As (he has 
nothing to do, but to receive her Rents twice a 
Year, ftie has the more Time to be dabbling in 
“ the Concerns of others. When a young Couple 
of her Acquaintance arc married, who hut Jbe 
“ is capable of reguhuing their Oeconomy? If a 
“ Neighbour has rais’d his Fortune by his Indirf- 
‘‘ try and good Husbandry, he need not truly be 
fo proud of it: She very^well retnembers the Ttme^ 
when a Fujiian Frock was hif heft Apparel^ and' 
‘‘ a Crown lent him to go to Market was a Ftrvor.^ 
“ On the contrary, when it has pleas’d Divine 
“ Providence, for wife Ends, to us unknown, to 
“ fufferan honeft pains-taking Family to fall to* 
“ Decay : it was no more than Jhe had long forefeen^ 
“ and prophefied ; what elfe could be the End of their- 
“ Junketting and Finery ? She wonders how her 
“ Neighbour Thrifty^ with all his Pretences tO' 
** Oeconomy, can lee his Servants impofe upon- 
‘‘ him in fo grofs a Manner : Bui that (fays Ihe)- 
“ is no Bufmefs of mine. She can hardly believe,- 
that Mrs. True-love^ with her affumed Air of 
Modefty, can, in private, be fo diflblute a> 
Wretch, as the World reports of her, efpeci- 
ally as Ihe has lb deferving a Husband i^But 
“ (adds Ihe) we rauft put the beft Conft ruff ion upon • 
“ Things. She has heard, and not without fome* 
Grounds, that Mr. Friendly is not fo upright a 
“ Man, as he is in general look’d upon to be : 
But^ for her Part^ Jhe is very loth to fay any 
“ Thing ill of any of her Neighbours. It is her ^ 

conftant 
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cohfftant Employment, to found and pump the 
Children and Servants of all who dwell round 
about her, to get a Knowledge of the private 
Tranfaftions of their Families : And yet, when 
any Thing is told her, tho* (he knew it ncv,er 
fo well before : Ay ! you may fee how little I 
concern myfelf with other People^ that Idorilt know 
tbis^ tbo' all the Street rings of it, are her firft 
Words. You will eafily conceive, that fhe is 
often calfd in Queftion, by thofc fhe has flan- 
dered : But fhe is always ready with the An- 
fv^er, it is impojfble far her to flop her Ears ; if 
People will, whether fhe de fires it or not, tell her 
“ Stories, how can fhe help it? This Teftimony 
I mufty however, give her, that flie never in- 
vents a Slander of any one^ without adding, 
that fhe is heartily forry to hear fiucb Things 
People fhe has fo great a lvalue for, and' that fhe 
hopes there is no Grounds for the Report. 

I HAVE always obferved, that thofe who are 
the moft given to raife evil Reports of others, 
are the moft fenfibly touch’d, if any Thing be 
** faid that feems to affedt them. They are fufpi- 
“ cious almoft of their own Words, and it feems 
** to be a Sort of Judgment upon them, that they 
are continually plaguing themfelves, with con- 
ftruing the Words of others, who never fo 
much as thought of them,- or perhaps knew 
them, to their own Difadvantage. 01 this I had 
an Inftance, the very fame Evening, in my 
“ Landlady, at Supper •, when my Mind* being 
«« taken up with the Subjeft, I happen’d, unde- 
figncdly, to comment on the Bafenefs of Detrac- 
tion. Her Confeience accufed her; fhe took Fire, 
and would have it, my Defigh was to affront her ; 
tho’, poor Lady, the moft innocent of that Crime, 
“ of any of her Sex, Her Fury tranfported her’ 
to fuch Indecencies* of “Expreffion and Adtion, 

- - /.* ‘‘ that 
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‘ that I thought it beft to leave her alone : And 
“ being once more retired, I began again, in the 
“ moft ferious Manner, to refleftupon theFright- 
“ fulnefs of this Vice, and the moft bale and hate- 
full Motives to it offer'd themfelves to my Con- 
“ fidcration. I found that there were three Inci- 
lives, all equally vile and unjuftifiable, which 
‘‘ put Men upon flandering one anotheri viz. Self- 
SatufaEiion, Malicei or Vanity. 

“ What Art and Cunning (thought I) does 
“ not the Detradtor make Ufe of to palliate 
“ his real Defigns, by glofling them over with 
“ ambiguous or equivocal Words •, by gilding the 
“ bitter Pill, with a pretended Compaflion for his 
“ Neighbor, or wounding the Reputation of his 
“ Friend, under the falfe Larve of defending him 
“ againft the Slanders of others ! He pours, as it 
“ were a coftly Oil on our Head, which, however, 
“ conceals a corofive Venom : His Words feem 
“ to be fmoother than Oil, but are in Truth a two- 
“ edged Sword. 

“ Being thus work'd up to a Deteftation of the 
“ Crime, in Order, as much as in me lies, to 
“ put a Stop to this dreadful and growing Evil, I 
“ form'd feveral Rules, as Prefervatives againft 
“ this Infedlion, which I made public, the firft 
“ Opportunity, and Ihould be glad you would add 
“ your Thoughts to them, lor their Improve- 
“ mertt.” He thereupon put a printed Paper into 
my Hands, of which the following is a Tranfla- 
tion : 

Rules against Slander. 

I. Set a Watch upon your Words, and never 

fpeak. without Deliberation : Than which, nothing, 
in human Life, can procure you a greater Re- 
gard, ■ . 

II. Pursue your own Affairs widi Diligence, 

0^2 and 
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and concern yourfelf as little as poffiblc, with thofe 
of others. 

III. Take Care to have always fo much Bufi- 
nefs upon your Hands, that you may not, tor 
Want of neceffary Employment, be led, againft 
your Inclination, to fpeak Evil of others. 

IV. Never take a Pleafure in hearing others 
reviled : But accuftom yourfelf to have Compaf- 
fion on their Infirmities, rather than to rejoice at 
them. 

V. If you hear a Perfon fland«r*d, and know 
any good of him, reveal it : Which may, at leaft, 
counterbalance the Detraftion, and fo far prefer ve 
his Reputation. 

VI. Let it always be a Maxim with you, that 
it coft you nothing, and that it is the fmalleft Fa- 
vor you can (hew your Neighbor, to fpeak well, 
or, at leaft, not evil of him. 

VII. Consider what Efteem you yourfelf have 
for thofe People, who make it their Bufinefs to 
fully the Reputation of others, by Defamation; 
and let them be a Warning to you, not to fall un- 
der the fame hateful Charafter. 

VIII. When you find the leaft Inclination in 
yourfelf to defame another, lay your Hand upon 
your Heart, and afk yourfelf, whether you have 
not merited the fame or a worfc Reprehenfion ? 

IX. Examine your Mind, how you have been 
able to bear with Afperfions caft on you by others : 
And tho* you may have the Refolution to defpife 
them, confider another may not. It may perhaps 
be an Afflidion to him, and this Afflidtion may 

. be attended with other evil Circumftances. 

X. Enquire narrowly into the Certainty ol 
’ of what you intend to fay of another. Whether 

you can affirm the Truth of it of your own Know- 
ledge, or only by Hearfay ? If the latter, it may, 
be groundlefs, and you may draw upon yourfelf • 

the 
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the Charaftcr of a wicked Defamer. If the former, 
then confider, whether it may not be as friendly an 
Office to conceal it, as to relieve a Neighbor under 
Neceflity. 

XL Look back into former Times, and recoi- 
led your Memory, whether the Perfon in Queftion 
has ever wrong’d you ? If not, you are about to 
aft a Piece of Cruelty ; and if he have, your 
Slander is, at beft, but the Fruits of Revenge and 
Malice. 

XII. Recollect, likewife, whether that Perfon 
has never done you a Favor : If he have, you add 
to this Vice the Sin of Ingratitude \ and if not, 
may he rot have an Opportunity of doing it for 
the future ? May not the Time come when, by the 
Inftability of Things of this Life, his good Will 
may be of Service to you ? 

XIV. Think as far forward as poffible, and 
refled upon the various Confequences, which may 
arife from Detradion. Tho* at firft they may 
be little regarded ; the greater may be the Danger 
hereafter. A Slanderer always finds his Match, 
who pays him in his own Coin : He is hated by 
all Men*, is liable to be involv’d in Law-Suits, and 
falls imperceptibly into Broils and Quarrels, which 
are often not to be ended but by Bloodlhed. 

XV. Lastly confider, that tho’ the various 
Underminings of Detradion, are not punifhable 
in this World ; yet they are a dired Breach of the 
ninth Commandment, and incur eternal Punilhment, 
in the World to come. 

After having read thefe Rules, I told my 
Friend I had nothing to objed againft them, nor 
could I fee there wanted any Thing to be added : 
unlefs, if he (hould ever re-publi(h them, he 
might be induc’d, for the B:^nefit of thofe who 
lay under the Lafh of flandcroiis Tongues, to add 
Ibmc Rules for tfieir Behavior : To which, I added, 
‘ . 0^3 he 
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he might, in my Opinion, very properly fubjoin, 
the Story of the famous Painter Apelles^ among the 
Ancients, as we find it told by Lucian : A Tranf- 
lation whereof, as you may not have that agreable 
Author by you, at fo great a Diftance from Lon- 
don, may not be difagrcable to you. 

“ APELLES was accus’d by Antipbilus^ a 
jealous Dawber in Painting, of having confpir’d 
V againft K\v\^Ptolemy^ and, among other Treache- 
ries, of having been the Occafion of the Defeflion 
of the City of Tyrus. Ptolemy gave Ear to this Ac- 
cufation, and without the lead Examination into 
the Merits of it, was about to put him to Death, 
as a Traitor and Rebel. Happily for Apelles^ 
•• his Innocence appear’d by the Self-Confeflion of 
one of the Confpirators : And the King fo far 
repented of the Injury he had done him, that 
he not only fent him a Prefent of loo Talents, 
“ for Satisfaiftion, but the Accufer, to be punifh’d 
“ according to his Will and Pleafure. Apelles^ not- 
withftanding the Atrocioufnefs of the Fafl:, did 
“ not feek to gratify his Revenge on the Perfon of 
•• his Enemy, but on the Crime, which had brought 
him into fuch Danger of his Life. 

He painted Credulity in the Form of Midair 
fiting in an Elbow Chair, with Ignorance and 
Sufpicion on either Side of him. He offer’d his 
right Hand to DetraSlion, who feem’d to ap- 
proach him. The Complexion of the latter, 
“ was of a fiery Red, notwithftanding which her 
“ Face was engaging and agreable. In her left 
Hand, fhe held a burning Torch, and with her 
Right Ihe dragg’d, by the Hair of his Head, a 
Youth, who, ftretching his Hands towards Hea- 
ven, feem’d to implore the Divine Affiftance. 
Before her march’d Envy^ in the Form of a 
Man,' macerated with a tedious Sicknefs, of 
« a pale Complexion, with fquinting frightful 

Eyes. 
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« Eyes. She was followed by T)eceit and T>tjfi* 
<« mulatioHy who endeavor’d, to the utmoft of their 
Power, to excite and encourage Detra5tion^ and 
“ to adorn her in the bed Manner they could: 
«« Thefe were followed by Repentance^ whofe tat- 
“ ter’d Robe, was cover’d with a Veil of black 
Crape. She turn’d her Face continually towards 
the Image of Truth, but Shame and Sorro*ia 
would not fuffer her to open her Eyes, which 
feem’d ready to burft with Tears. 

As much as you will be pleas’d with the Sym* 
bolical Invention of this Piece of Painting, I be- 
lieve you will much more admire at the Magnani- 
mity of the Inventor of it, who indeed fhewM his 
Enemy what a Monfter he was, but afterwards 
fcreen’d him from farther Punifliment. 

Slander is- never better encounter’d with, than 
by a noble Scorn of it. . Am I guilty of what is 
laid to my Charge, it is my Duty to amend I Am 
I innocent, I look upon Detraftion no otherwife 
than as a Random fliot, flying over my Head, 
which indeed makes fome noife in the Air, but is 
foon loft. 

OiTR farther Dilcourfe was at this Time, inter- 
rupted, by a Summons to Dinner, and while my 
Friend was taking his Afternoon’s Nap, I took the 
Opportunity, to pen down what I had feen and 
•heard in Short-Hand, in one of the Alcoves in the 
Garden, in each of which was a Defk with Pens, 
Ink and Paper: And I took the fame Method 
every Day afterwards : The Fruits of which will 
be the Subjeft of fome future Letters. I conclude 
this, as ufual, with Aflurances of being, 

\ 
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Letter XXVI. 

S I Ry Hamburg. 

N my Letters of the——— I gave you 
a brief Account of the ancient and pre- 
fent State of this City : I have fet apart 
this to give you a Deicription of fome 
.of the public Buildings^ which are nufherous here, 
and feme of them ftately ; and I lhaU begin with 
the Churches : 

Of thefc the ^utn or Cathedral^ which is under 
the immediate Proteftion of our Sovereign, King 
.George^ is the firft in Confideration *, as being the 
•eldelr, and, for 350 Years, the only Church in 
Hamburg. I have already obfervM that Emperor 
.Charles the Greats built a Church here in Honor 
to the Virgin Mary., about the Year 8ii. For 
-we find, it was this Year confecrated by a Bifliop 
caird Amdarius Fortunatus: In the Year 831 his 
Son Ludovicus Pius^ erefted it into a Collegiate 
' Church, which was confirm’d by Pope Gregory IV, 
and ’till 1164, or 1168, Hamburg no other. 
How long this firft Church ftotra, or when the 
prefent Church was built, I have not yet found : 
This is, however, a large and ancient Pile, with 
.a very high Spire, which, together with the Tower 
that fupports it, is 360 Foot high *, but plain and 
adorn’d with very few Embellilhments. The Chap- 
ter was cftablilh’d in or about the Year 1015, by 



• The Hamburg Foot is but 1 1 Inches and a (Quarter, of 
our Meafure, which reduces the Height of this Steeple to 
357 and a half Englijb Feet. 

Arch- 
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Archbifhop Unwan^ and confifts, befides the Bi- 
fliop, of a Dean and 12 Canons, now feculariz’d, 
.who have large Revenues, and a confiderable Dif- 
trift of Streets and Houfes round about the Churchy 
appertaining thereunto \ which are a great Eye- 
Sore to the Hamburger as being exempt, and 
a feparate Jurifdidlion, in the. very Heart of theirs. 

In this Church are feveral ancient Tombs and 
Epitaphs, of which I fhall give you an Accounc 
of two or three only for a Specimen : 

ADALGAGUS^ Archbidiop of Hamburgh 
Chancelor to the Emperor 0 //w, brought Pope 
BenediSl II, who was elefted in Oppofition to Lco^ 
Prilbner to Hamburgh where he died in 966, and 
was buried in this Church, under a large Tomb^ 
railed about three . Foot from the Ground., in the 
middle Ifle, near the Afcent to the Choir, «oa 
which is the Effigies of a Pope, in his Pontifi- 
cal Habit, of plated Brafs, and the following In- 
Icription. Benedi^luSy Papa^ qid de Sede Apajhlicd 
per -violentiam remotuSy pojlea cum revocaratur obiit 
Hamburgi, 

Here we likewife fee the following Epitaph oi 
the famous Northern Hiftorian, Albert Krantziiis^ 
Anno Domini^ in.vigili Conceptionis Matrit 

Virginis , Celebris Reverendus Vir , Atbertm 

Crantziusy Sacra: Tbeologia Dobfor^ Ecclejia Hum- 
burgienfi^ Canonicus facundiffimus, ^ olim Decan:: 
reUgioJa pietatiSy morum (ef 'virtuiis exemplar 09 
prudentem pro Republics in confiliis dexteritateniy 
decus illuftrcB in Domino moritury Celefcihus deJH?ia^ 
fus gaudiiSy cui a poJleritatCy quod VandalicCy Noj^r 
wegicBy ^Sueciee origineSy antiquitatum tenebris otnnm. 
ObtrutaSy cim MetropoUy Eccleftaflicce hid & pof- 
teris rejlituity meritb nominis immortalitas debetur. 

But the moft remarkable is an ancient Stone fi:xM 
in the South Wall of this Church, reprefenting an 
Afs playing oh a Bag-pipe^ with' feveral . Inla ip- 
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tions, in the ancient Monkilh Charafler, of which, 
for their Singularity as well as Antiquity, I Ihall 
give you a Tranfcript, with a Tranflation of them: 
On the Top of this Stone, which is an Oblong, of 
about five or fix Foot high, and about three Foot 

broad, are the following Words : viz. 

* * 

Ick far ^ du na: Arm und elend bin ickgeharen^ 

I firft, thou afterwards : Poor and Miierable I 
was born, 

TTier is mehr gewunnen ah verlahren. 

Here is more got than loft. 

Near the Afs, is reprefented a Globe with a Crols 
upon it reversed, and the Infcription : 

De Welt heft fick ummegekeert : 

. The World is turn’d Topfy-turvy : 

'Darum behbe ick arme Efel Pipen geleert. ^ 
Therefore I, poor Afs, have learn’d to Pipe. 

Underneath is the Reprefcntation of a Man fiting 
in a Balket, like thofe ufed to put Fowls in, with 
the Infcription : 

Got Jy mir armen Sunder gnUdig. 

God be merciful unto me, a poor Sinner. 

About the Border of the whole are thefe Words: 


Des Dienjlags na Mtchdi^ ftcirff Selige Gefcbe van- 
den Holten. . 

The Tuefday after Michaelmafs, died the late 
Gefehc vanden Holten. 


And farther, 

Hans Lange, vor fich und feine Kinder. 

Hans Lange, for himfelf and his. Children. 

Who 
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Who thefe Perfons were, I don*t find ; nor is it 
pofllble to fix the Time of this Stone’s being plac’d 
here*j there being neither the Date of the Year^ 
nor any Thing elfe to determine it. 

N EXT to this Cathedral Church, I (hall give 
you a brief Account of the five principal Churches 
belonging to the Hamhurgersy which give Name 
to the five Wards, into which this whole City is 
divided. 

I. The firft is the Church of St.Pe/^r’s, on the Berg 
(or Hill) fo call’d, I prefume, becaule it feems to be 
the higheft Part of the whole City. This Church is 
likewife an ancient large and noble Pile ; but when it 
was built is uncertain. It is mentioned in a .Diploma 
of Pope Homrius III, Ann. 1220, which, as far 
as I can find, is the eldeft Account of it : And, by 
an Infcription at the South Entrance of the Church, 
it appears that the Foundation of the Tower, on 
which there is the higheft Spire in the City, was 
laid Ann. 1342. On the fame Side, is a very large 
Charnel-Houfe, and over the Front of it, in a Pe* 
diment, a very fine and curious Piece of Painting 
reprefenting the Refurcdlion •, as likewile a Set of 
Chimes, and a Dial, Ihewing, among other Things, 
the Encreafe and Decreafe of the Moon. 


* The Chara£ler flievvs it to have been before the Reforma- 
mation, in the Times of the Monks \ and the Stone has the 
Appearance of being very ancient ; but the Language is muck 
the fame that is fpoken to this Day in Hamburg. 7'he Vul- 
gar have a Tradition, that the Perfon, in whofe Memory this 
Epitaph was ereAed, was a young Prodigal of a noble Fa- 
mily, who, being warn’d by his Friends, that the Courfe of 
Life he led would inevitably bring him to Penury and Want, 
anfwer’d ; that was as impoflible as for an Afs to play on the 
Bag-pipe ; that being, at Length, reduc’d to extream Nc- 
ceffity, he one Morning heard a Bag-pipe under his Window, 
and, looking out, faw an Afs playing on it ; and that, coming 
afteru'ards to great Riches again, he was the Founder of the 
prefent Church : But this idle Fable kas not a fingle Voucher, 
for any one Circumftance of it. 
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In the Body of the Church arc a great Num- 
ber of curious Pieces of Painting and Sculpture, 
with Altar-Pieces, Images, and ocher Remains of 
Popery]; of which this, and all the other Churches, 
excepting the new St. Michael*^ Church, and thofe 
which were built fince the Reformation, are very 
full. " Among other Pieces of Painting, I obferved 
that of Martin Luther^ with the following Latin 
Verfe under it : 

Pejtis eram vivus^ tnoriens cro mors tua, Papa. 

On the North Side of the Church is a large and 
antique Piece of Painting, reprefenting a View of 
the ancient City of Hamburgh within its Walls ; 
as there is, on the South Side, another : And, on 
both Sides of the Altar, are two large and fine 
Pieces of Pcrfbe£live. 

' II. The Church of Sr. Nicholas^ which, like 
the Reft of the five principal Churches, is now a 
noble and fpacious Building, was at firft but a 
Chapel, built between the Years 1164 and 1168, 
out of the Ruins of which afterwards arofe this mag- 
nificent Pile, the firft Steeple whereof ‘was built 
Anno 1517, but, being confum’d by Fire in 
1589, was rebuilt in 1591. The prefent Steeple, 
which is a very beautiful one, in the Italian Tafte, 
was built in 1556. The Pyramid, or Spire of it 
refts on Golden Balls of a prodigious Size. On 
the iVer/A Side of theXhurch, is a large Profpeil 
of the City of Hamburgh in 1552. At 

the IVeJl-^wdi of the North Ifle, is a large and 
curious Piece of Perfpedlive, by the famous Gabriel 
Enge. Among the Pieces of Antiquity, in Paint- 
ing and Sculpture, in this Church, I obferved a 
Piece of Carving, reprefenting the Virgin Mary 
in L^abor, not in the moft decent Pofture, with 
Mother -Midnight in the Aft of giving her Affif- 

tance, 
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tancc, and all her Implements about her ; a Piece 
1 could not but think very improper for the Con- 
templation of People performing their Devotion. 

III. S. Catherine’s, another of the five prin- 
cipal Churches, is likewife a (lately Edifice, which 
..irofe from the Ruins of a Chapel dedicated to the 
fame Saint, and fuppos’d to be built in the 14th 
Century. The Steeple, which was built in 1601, 
was blown down in 1648, but rebuilt, in a more 
magnificent and beautiful Manner, in 1657 and 
\yj Peter Marckbard^ the ingenious Archi- 
teft, who likewife built the Steeple of St. Nicholas. 
The Front of the Tower, on which the Steeple 
refts, is adorn’d with a great Number of Statues 
in Niches, and the Steeple is broke into fundry 
Lanthorns, retting on each other, and diminilhing* 
’till the laft only fupports a Pyramid or Spire, 
not unlike our Steeple of St. Bride^Sy in Fleet fireet^ 
but much higher. The Middle of this Spire is 
encircled by a large Crown, or rather open Coro- 
net, of Copper-gilt ; which, the Vulgar tell you, 
was originally of folid Gold, and made of a 
Booty taken from certain notorious Pirats, who 
had long infefted the Northern Seas, but were, at 
Length, fubdued by the Hamhurghers \ and that, 
when the Steeple was blown down, it was employ- 
ed for the Re-building of it, and this Copper 
Coronet placed in the Room of it : But the Value 
of Mony is too well known in Hamburgh to fuffer 
fo large a Capital to remain near 50 Years ufelcfs. 
Among ocher curious Pieces of Painting, in this 
Church, they (hew you one, reprefenting our Savi- 
our laying into the Sepulchre, which they fay ex- 
ceeds any Thing of that Nature, in any of the 
other Churches: It is, beyond all Difpute, a curi- 
ous Piece, but I could not underltand by what 
Artift. 


IV. St. 
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IV. St. Jacob’s was likewife formerly only a 
Chapel, which lubfifted in the 14th Century *, 
but when the prefcnt (lately Edifice was eredlcd, I 
do not find : The Steeple, however, was erefted. 
Anno 1580. This Church is particularly remark- 
able for feveral fine modern Pieces of Painting. 

V. T H E new St. MkhaeVs is the only one of 
the principal Churches, in Hamburgh built fince the 
Reformation, and was crefted upon the great En- 
creafe of the new City ; for the Ufe of which, the 
old St. Michaers Church was much too little. The 
firft Stone was laid Apr. 26, 1649, and, on the 14th 
of Marcby 1661, it was confecrated, but the Steeple 
was not finifh’d ’till 1669. This Church is large, 
light and lofty 5 but not crouded with fuch a Num- 
ber of little trivial Embellifhments, as thofe built in 
more early Times. I obferved nothing particularly 
remarkable here ; but a ridiculous little Piece of 
carv’d Work, in a Pediment, over one of the Side- 
Entrances into the Church, defign’d, I fuppofe, to 
reprefent the Creation oi Adam. You fee the upper 
Parts of a Man compleatly form’d, and the two 
Arms, I prefume, of the Almighty, iffuing from 
the Clouds, and, with a Mallet and Chizzel, ail- 
ing the Part of a Sculptor, in forming the lower 
Parts out of Clods of Earth. 

The other fmaller Churches, or rather Cha- 
pels of Eafe to thefe five principal Churches, are : 

VI. That of St. John*Sj hu\\t by Adolph IV, 
Earl of Schauenburgy Anno 1227. 

VII. St. Mary Magdalen’s, built the fame 
Year, likewife, by Adolph IV. 

These two arc term’d Filial, or Dependant on 
the Church of St. Peter*s. 

In the Chapel of St. Mary Magdalen^ are fevc- 
ral whimfical Pieces of Painting , particularly one 
reprefenting the Trinity v the firft Perfon by an 
old Man, the fecond by a Lamb, and the third 

by 
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by a Dove, attended by the Heavenly Hoft : And 
another reprefenting Hell, in which are the Bodies 
of feveral Perfons of both Sexes, lying promif- 
cuoufly, and roafting, or rather broiling on burning 
Coals, and gnawed, at the fame Time, by the moft 
hideous Monfters the Mind of Man could invent; 
But what made this Pidlure the moft remarkable 
was, that the Painter had exhibited two Faces, 
very well known to the whole Town ; one the 
Wife of a wealthy Merchant, famous for being fo 
perfedly good-naruPd, that it was impoflible for 
her to refufe her Favors to any one \ and the other 
of a Jew, as noted for having raifed immenfe Riches 
on the Spoils of his ChriJHan Neighbors: The 
latter is yet remaining ; but the Lady being mo- 
deft and bafliful, the Painter has taken Compaflion 
on her, and fuffer’d her to cover her Face with laer 
Hand. I have been told of a Picture in this 
Church, reprefenting our Savior playing at Cards 
with his Difciples *, but either it is now removed 
or cfcap’d my Sight ; This latter, if true, is pretty 
much of a Piece with the Pafchal Lamb larded, 
which I have fome where read of, to be feen in 
fome Church in Italy, 

.VIII, The Church of the Holy Gbojl, fuppos’d 
to be built in the 14th Century. 

IX. The Chapel of the Hofpical for Orphans. 
Thefe two are dependant on the Church of St. 
Nicholas. 

X. St. G jEO/J G £’$, without the Walls of 
the City, built about the Year 1250. 

XI; The Chapel of Sr. Gertrud's^ built to- 
wards the Concinfion of the 14th Century : Both 
dependant on die Church of St. Jacobis. 

XII. St. PAU Vs without the Walls of the 
City, confccratcd Augujl 24, 1682, and, on the 
24th of Oliober^ 1692,' declared filial to the new 
St. Michael's Churcii. . ^ 


XIII, 
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XIII. The old St. MicbaeV^ Church, built b 
1605, and fold in 1678, by St. iViV^/ii/s to St. 
MicbaeVs, 

There arc, befidcs thcfe. Chapels hi the Gajl- 
tojfy or Hofpital for aged Men and Women ; and 
in the Zucbt-baufz^ or Houfe of Correftion, or 
rather Work houfe : And the Britijh Society have 
a Chapel allowed them in their Houfe call*d the 
great Englip Houfe. 

] SHALL add only two or three Obfervations, 
with Refpeft to the Churches in Hamburg in 
general. 

They have, mod: of them, very fine Altar- 
Fieces, curioufly adorn’d with Painting and Sculp- 
ture : One of the fineft, which is but lately built, 

arofe from a very odd Incident : Mr. H r, a 

wealthy Merchant, lately deceafed, more noted for 
Afts of Extortion, and for a particular Dexterity in 
fobbing the Public, than for his public Spirit, or any 
Aft of Liberality, unexpeftedly offered to build a 
new and coftly Altar-Piece, in the Room of one that 
was decaying, in one of the principal Churches, 
at the E^xpence of near 2000 i. out of his own 
Pocket. As he had never before been accufed of 
Generofity, this very much aftonifh’d the whole 
Town : However, his Offer was accepted of ; the 
Materials for the new Altar-Piece provided, and 
the Paintings and Carvings finilh’d : But before 
the old Altar-Piece was pull’d down (the Materials 
of which he thought himfelf intitled to) unluckily 
a Letter was fomc how or other intercepted, by 
which it appeared, that he had fold fomc Pieces 
of Painting, in the old Altar-Piece, and agreed to 
deliver them, in Holland^ at a Time Itipulated, for a 
Sum fer exceeding the Expence of the new One: So 
that, it feems, he expefted to have received the Re- 
ward of his Charity even in this World. The Elders 
of the Church, however, underftood this Matter 

otherwife *, 
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otherwife ; and, tho* they loaded him with grateful 
Acknowledgments, for his Generofity, gave him to 
underftand, that the Materials of the old Altar- 
Piece might, probably, be of future Advantage to 
the Parifli : But, in Lieu thereof, they fufFerM his 
Pifture to be hung up in the Chancel, as a Monu- 
men t of his extenfive Goodhefs. 

The Organs are, in general, very fine here, 
of a prodigious Size, and finely adorn’d : That in 
St. Catherines Church is faid to confift of above 
6000 Pipes, of which I, myfelf, obferv’d two 
that were fo large, that I could but juft grafp them 
jwith the Extent of my Arms. They allow of 
Church Mufic, both Vocal and Inftrumental, and 
have a very good Band, paid by the Public, which 
perform in all the Churches by Turns : But what 
is remarkable, the fame Perfons are employ’d in 
the Church, and in the Opera and I have feen 
the fame Singer, after having fung in the Charader 
of Jefus Chrift in the Church, a<5t the Part of 
Pluto in the Evening, in the Opera. 

The Steeples, which' of the Cathedral and five 
principal Churches are very high, are only Frames 
of Timber, cover’d with Copper : And I have been 
told, the latter refines to fuch a Degree, by being 
expos’d to the Sun, that when they were oblig’d to 
fake any of it down, to repair the Havock made 
by the Teeth of Time, they find it greatly in- 
creafed in Value, and that it will yield a fmall 
Quantity of Gold. 

A s the Churches are moft of them Thorough- 
fares, and ftand open from Morning to Night, 
they are frequently made Places of Appointments, 
or Rendezvous, and, by the Appearance of People 
I have fometimes feen in them, I fear often of very 
fcandalous Ones. Some have likewife Bookfeller’s 
Shops in them. 


R 
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I SHALL defer the Account I defign to give 
you of the other public Buildings in this City, to 
a farther Opportunity, and, in the mean Time, re- 
main, as ever, 



Letter XXVII. 

SIR , Hamburg. 

CAN hardly forbear fmiling myfelf, at 
my prefenc Undertaking, to pretend to . 
write without a Subjedt •, than which no- 
thing could be more ridiculous, had 1 not 
^ your Commands to plead in Exciife of it. I pro- 
teft, I would rather undertake, tho* I never learn’d 
the ProfclTion, to make a bad Watch corredl the 
Sun, than to treat a Man of your Tafte with fo 
flender a Repaft, as I now muft*: But fo it is ; fince 
niy laft, I have neither feen any Thing worthy of 
your or my Notice, nor met with any Converfation 
capable of giving me Pleafure. I have, indeed, 
rencounter’d that Revenue which is a prudent Ar-r 
lifice to cover Dulinefs ; and which I am fo far 
pleas’d with, as I look upon it to be one of the 
moft ufeful Patterns ! can poffibly imitate, tho’ hi- 
therto I am but a poor Proficient. 

Having, therefore, found fo little Pleafure in 
Converfation, I have fometimes been obliged to 
THINK •, a noble Occupation, in which the Mind, 
you know is but a bare Spedlator of the various 
Movements of its own Ideas, Now, 1 fancy, in a • 


• The French Word, our Author has here made Ufc of, 
fjgnifies a Refervednefs, or Circumfpeftion in our Behaviour. 

Man 
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Man that reafons well, thefe Ideas draw up and file 
off naturally in good Order. A Man of excellent 
Judgment is one who can difpofe them advantage- 
oufly, in Cafe cither of Attack, or Defence. A 
Man of pure Wit has his Cavalry very dextrous, 
but often without Conduft. The Statefman’s Head 
is full of Ingeniers, who fometimes are fo unfortu- 
nate to be miferably treated with Counterbatteries: 
But when thefe Ideas are well-proportion^, in fuf- 
ficient Number, and dance in Cadence, it is what 
I fancy makes a Poet ; tho’ a fmall Detachment, 
in ragged Equipage, may ferve to form a Rhimer, 

or Poetafter j uich as our Friend G 

Tko* I have your pofitive Commands not to em- 
ploy any Part of my Letters in anfwering what you 
may write to me, yet give me Leave, for once, to 
break in upon that Rule. You feem to think, by 
what I hinted to you ot the Excefs of Ceremony, 
in both Sexes, in this Country, of which I (hall 
give you a more particular Account in a future Let- 
ter; that I have made a Truce with Compliments 
of all Sons, and utterly condemn them. Not fo ; 
it is the Abufe, and not the Ufe of them, I com- 
plain of. I would not have thenri wholly laid afide ; 
but 1 would have them given and anfwerM with 
Prudence and Moderation. It is enough to tell a 
pretty Girl, that fhe is handfome, without fwearing 
her Eyes are brighter than the Sun ; and one who 
can take decently a Kifs, and hear fedately a gen- 
teel Compliment, has more good Senfe, than ano- 
ther has Modefty, who runs fkittifhly away to be 
.but the moje eagerly purfued. 

But to examine a little, on this Occafion, the 
fo fafhionable Commerce of Compliments, fo much, 
cultivated and pradifed, and fo well receiv’d as it 
is, by the fineft Wits, and even the foundeft Judg- 
ments ; for my Part, I muft own 1 approve of it 
cxtreamly, when it is ingenioufly perform’d. It is 
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certainly more eligible to fin on the Side of Com- 
plaifance, than on that of Rufticity ; and is it not 
a much nobler Employment to deterre * Graces, 
and fet the leaft of Virtues in an advantageous 
Light, than to ridicule Deformities, or banter the 
Errors of a weak Mind ? Or is it lefs than Stupi- 
dity to be infenfible to the Points of Wit, or the 
Beauty of Eloquence ? Befides, Praifes, which en- 
ter fo neceflarily into Complaifance, that they are, 
as it were, the Effence of it, are undoubtedly to be 
number’d among the moll coveted Rewards of Vir- 
tue : Self-love, which is inherent to all Mankind, 
prepares our Relilh for them, and this Relilh be- 
gets a new Appetite to more fublime Qualities, than 
thole on which they are bellow’d ; atleall, this a- 
greable Commerce pleafes all the World, and 
ought not, if it were but on that Account, to be 
wholly laid afide efpedally, as far as it is innocent. 
The Vain are charm’d with the plcafing Fumes of 
the llrongell Incenfe, which they fancy an indifpen- 
fable Offering to their pure Merit, and fnuff it ea- 
gerly, to the turning of their Brains Even the 
Modefl and Judicious feel a foft Titillation ^ar des 
Louanges Micates 4. ; tho’, with fuch, their greatell 
ElFefts are only to become Incentives to higher De- 
grees of Virtue. 

For my own Part, I have Vanity enough 1 and 
if any Body could but perfuade me, that I have the 


• The French Word, which our Author has here made Ufc 
of, fighifies to ferret out ; and I ftiould not condemn the en- 
/ridhing ouf Tongue with it, were not the Sound cxaftly thf 
fame, with that of the Englijb Verb deter ^ which has a very 
different Signification. 

•f Hw our Author will prove this to be of Benefit to Man- 
kind, am at a Lofs to know : Sure Vanity ought, at all 
Times, to be difcourag*d. 

% i 

4- In Praifes judicioully givent 
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leaft Trace of Modefty, or Tinfture of Judgment, 
I have difcover’d an excellent Expedient, which 
you have furnilhM me withal, to oblige all three ; 
and you have done it in one fingle Word. You 
ftile me Learned^ in the Superfcription of your Let- 
ter : Now what (hould my Vanity prompt me to 
more naturally, than to flick it on my Window, or 
leave it on my Table, (negligently on Purpofe) that 
all the World may fee it, to my lading Honor ; 
tho* my Modefly bluflies every Time I caft my 
Eyes on it myfelf; and my Judgment, at the fame 
Time, fhould not fail to inform me, that my Read* 
ing and Study have been infinitely too fuperficial to 
merit fo glorious an Epithet : But if, likewifc, to 
thefe three Qualities, be added a convenient Mix- 
ture of the Itch of Reputation, it is not improba- 
ble, but, in fuch Cafe, that one Term alone might 
coft me the Lefture of a hundred Volumes. 

There is fomething very odd in thofe pretty 
Changes and Accidents, that attend the Viciflitudes 
of Life, of which you take Notice, and tho* it 
might be too much to call them a Happinefs, yet 
furc they may, at leaft, be allow’d to be pleafing 
Follies? For my Part, as I fee very little in this 
Life, that refembles the Idea we have, or ought to 
have, of true Felicity, I think we fhould do mighty 
well, to adopt all thefe pleafing Follies, which lur- 
prize us fo agreably, into our Account of Happi- 
nefs, without which, the Sum total will, I am a- 
fraid, be compofed only of Cyphers. In my Opi- 
nion alfo. Emperors and Kings are little to be en- 
vied : For the Exterior of Felicity, and the Thing 
itfelf, are, for the moft Part, far afunder. I rather 
pity their Conftraint to look big, and to endea- 
vor to infpire, with an awful Afpeft, Fear and 
. Refpeft in thofe about them. All the effed Pa- 
geantry has on me is, when I fee the ftruting Co- 
median afts bis Part gracefully , I applaud his Con- 
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du6t : But when nothing more appears than an auk- 
ward Affeftation, a fccret Contempt will, in Spite 
of my Teeth, force itfelf out into a rebellious Smile. 

The Pourtrait you gave of our Friend G 

obliges me again, to break into the Rule pre- 
fcrib’d. I muft tell you, I am fo far from envying 
his Happinefs, that I would willingly fubfcribe to 
whatever may confirm him in fo agreable Senti- 
ments as thofe of which he has poffefs*d himfelf, 
provided only that he will not oblige me to aft 
the Mifa)ithrop on his Verfes : But between you and 
me, I fancy, without knowing his Nativity, that 
Mercury govern’d his Afcendant, fortified perhaps 
by a 'Trine of Luna\ and if I had not unhappily for- 
got my Aftrology, I could have told very nearly, 
what Pofition Saturn muft have been in io Jupiter y 
Jo malicioufly to hamper a Poetic Genius, with fucb 
a Dulnefs of Expreflion. 

I MUST not, however, difmifs you with this 
flender Repaft, without adding fomething to make 
you amends for it j and what I juft hinted above 
of the wide Diftance there is between the Exterior 
of Felicity, and the Thing itfelf, puts me upon 
the ferious Refleftion, wherein true Felicity con- 
fifts : And furely, next to a good Confcience, and 
a fettled peaceable State of Mind, with Regard to 
Futurity, there can be no greater Happinefs in this 
World, than a perfeft Satisfaftion and Content of 
‘Mind, in the State or Station it has pleas’d the 
Almighty, of his infinite Goodnefs and Wif- 
dom, to place us. I remember, that this Subjeft 
was Part of an agreable Evening’s Converfation 
-with my Learned Friend, who, thereupon, as there 
■ are few Topics on which he has not commited his 
Thoughts to Paper, fent me a Manufeript, Part 
of which I have tranflated, and Ihalf fubjoin for 
' your Amufement. 

After having in general expatiated on the Hap- 

pinefs 


Digitized byGoogis 


The German Spy. 247 

pinefs of a contented Mind, and the Folly as well 
as Unreafonablenefs of Difcontent, he goes on as 
follows : 

“Do not, Burrhus j as an Excufe, pretend, 
“ that thy Difcontent is a Difeafe ^ or fay, who 
“ can make himfelf otherwife than God has made 
“ him ? I am not unacquainted, that a found and 
“ healthy Body, quicken’d with a fluid and regular 
“ Circulation of the Blood, is a Gift of God, and 
“ that a Perfon who poflTeffes that Happinefi, can 
“ approach nearer by fome Degrees, to a chearful 
** Performance of his religious Duties, than ano- 
ther, v/hofe Veins are filld with a Mixture of 
“ Gall and Phlegm. I am likewife convinc’d, 
“ that the Almighty Creator of Mankind, who 
tries our Hearts and Reins, will not require of 
‘‘ one, what* he expedts from the other : But this 
I blame in thee, that, tho’ fenfible of thy peevifli 
“ murmuring Temper being a Difeafe, thou aft, 
neverthelefs, under no concern for the Danger 
‘‘ of it ; but rather, inftead of aiming at a Cure, 
“ encreafeft the Diftemper by indulging it, and, by 
“ thy continual UneafineflTcs and Complaints, wil* 
“ fully cafteft Oyl into the Flame. 

“ PERTINAX will probably raife another 
“ Objedion, and fay, all Things are in the Power 
of the Imagination. As the ambitious and 
covetous Man can calm his Mind, under the 
“ Diforders of his own Paflions, fo even I am 
“ fatisfied under my own Difcontent. But this 
Tranquility of the ambitious and covetous Man 
“ is merely phantaftical. Thou thyfelf call’ll it 
“ fo, when thou fayeft, All things are in the Power 
“ of the Imagination. Wilt thou pretend to aflTert, 
‘‘ that fuch a diftraded Peace of Mind, and dif- 
fatisfied Content, is the End for which God 
‘‘ has created us ?’ And couldft thou hope, when, 
foon or late, thou flialt be call’d to an Account, 
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“ for thy Life and Aftions, to be juftified by fay- 
“ ing : That, notwithftanding the manifold Gifts 
of the Almighty, of which thou waft not 
worthy of the thoufandth Part, thou haft fought 
thy Content in Difcontent ^ thou haft, without 
Caufe, murmur’d, complain’d, Csfr, thou haft 
“ fpar’d no Fains to depreciate his Benefits, and 
“ not only to make thyiclf but others unhappy, 
diflatisfied, nay, even unfit to render him his 
‘‘ due Praife? Doeft thou think, that the rightc- 
“ ous Judge of Mankind will not, with the ftrifteft 
Juftice, condemn thee to an eternal Difcontent 
“ of Mind ? 

“ A THIRD Objeftion, Affiitto may probably 
“ make and fay : I have Rcafon to complain, to 
murmur, and to be difeontented. I am in mean 
Circumftances, or I am in Want : Yet more, I 
‘‘ have been in a fortunate State, and have a- 
“ bounded with Riches ; but now I am poor and 
defpicable : I am in an ill State of Health \ I am 
“ born down with Years: Or perhaps, I labor un- 
“ der all thefe Preflures, at one and the fame Time. 

I MUST confefs, my deareft Affiitto^ at firft 
View, thou feemeft to have Reafon for thy Com- 
plaints : But allow me to examine more nar- 
rowly inm the Grounds of them. Thoufayft; 
‘‘ thou art in mean Circumftances : How? Haft 
‘‘ thou not a rational Soul ? Art thou not a Chrif- 
“ iian^ Wherein confifts the aftual Felicity in 
Difference of Circumftances, but in the Imagi- 
nation ? Goo made both the Poor and the Rich, 
“ and is alike folicitous for their Prefervation. 
Nature abfolutely makes no Difference. Kings 
have but the fame Way of coming into the 
“ World, and the fame of going out of it again, 
“ with the meaneft of their Subjefts. Kings have 
all the fame Calls of Nature, and are as liable 
to Hunger, Thirft and Wcarinefs, as thou art. 

But 
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B u T thou wilt probably fay, this Force of 
Nature is no Burden to a King or a rich Man, 
as it is to me, who am in Want ; on the con- 
trary, it adminifters rather to the Encreafe of 
his Happinefs- He may not only eat, drink and 
fleep, when, and in what Manner his Heart 
defires i but, at the fame Time, by a thoufand 
Varieties in fupplying thcfc Demands of Nature, 
may add to the Gratification of his Senfes. But 
thou art too hafty in thy Conclufions, and for- 
geteft, that thy bountiful Creator has, in a won- 
derful Manner, provided likewife for the Poor. 

Can the moft dainty Difties, or the moft 
exquifite Wines, give that Satisfaftion to the 
Tafte of thofe who have them daily at their 
Command , that the meaneft Food, and a 
Draught of cold Water, can to the Hungry and 
Thirfty ? How many Examples do we not find 
in Hiftory, of great Men, who have taken 
more Pleafure in the Enjoyment of the meaneft 
Food and Liquors, when Hunger has been their 
Cook, and Third their Buttler, than they would, 
at other Times, have found in the greateft Deli- 
cacies ? So likewife, with other Necefiaries of 
Life. Thou thyfelf muft allow, that the Sleep 
of a Hufbandman, on the bare Ground, after the 
Labor of the Day, is as fweet as that of the 
Great, who wallow on Beds of Down. 

Consider well this Wonder of Nature, and 
thank the Almighty, who of his inconceiv- 
able Love, has made no real Difference in Man- 
kind ; but has fo order’d the Coiirfe of Things 
in this World, that even our Wants are made 
fubfervient to our Pleafures. 

“ As for thy other Objeftions, that, in a penu- 
rious, fickly and defpicable old Age, thou la- 
boreft under all the Miferies Mankind is liable 
to, inftcad of difeufling the Point, with tedious 
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Arguments ; I (hall only give thee the Hiftory 
of an Egypian King, that was related to me, I 
by a Fellovv-Traveller, in a Caravan, in the 
‘‘ Year 1693, which, in all Probability, will fuf- 
“ ficicntly convince thee what a Treafure thou 
poffeffeft, if thou. wilt but be at the Trouble of 
making a due Ufe thereof. 

“ SCHACK ALMOKAUR AN, a Ruler over 
twenty-one Kingdoms, being on the Chafe, in full 
Speed after a Lion, got out of the Sight of all his 
Retinue, and his Horfe having afterwards thrown 
“ him, in the Extremity of a Wood, he was 
** there left rx)t only alone, and deftitute of Help, 
but in a very miferable Plight. 

Hav iNG wander’d about, fome Time, heat ; 
length difeouer’d the River Nile, and his violent 
‘‘ Thirft drove Him to the very Brink of it. At 
“ the/ame Ihftant, a monftrous Crocodile, ruffling 
out of the River, with a terrible Noife, near to | 
‘‘ where he flood, oblig’d him, for his Safety, to ufe 
‘‘ his utmoft Efforts to recover the Wood ; which ' 
“ having happily effefted, he could no otherwifepre- . 

fervehisLife, than by keeping the Monfter at Bay, 

** behind a Tree ; for tho’ the unweildy Creature 
would foon have overtaken him, in a dire£l Pur- 
fuit, he could not turn himfelf with fufHcient ! 

* I 

Swiftnefs round a T ree. 

‘‘In this Anxiety, wherein he faw, as it were, 
his own Grave open, in thy devouring Jaws of 1 
his Enemy, his Attendants opportunely came, j 
“ from every Side, thro’ the Wood, to his Aflif* | 
“ tance. They fooa deflroyed the Monfter, but : 
were oblig’d to carry their Prince back to his 
“ Palace in a Swoon. 

. Th E Fright had operated with fuch Violence 
“ on his Spirits, that, the next Day, Schack AU . 
mokauran, with his Speech, found himfelf de- 

prived, of four of his Senfes> and had only that 

of 
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« of Feeling left. He had preferv’d, however, his 
“ Underftanding, in its full Force j which did but 
render him more fenfible' of his Lofs » for he 
“ plainly perceived, that all his Glory could now 
“ be of no farther Service to him, and that he was 
“ far more miferable, than the moft abjedl of his 
“ Subjedls. 

“ After having fpent fome Time in refledling 
on his unhappy Stale, he, at Length, gave thofc 
“ who were about him, to underftand, by Signs, 
“ that he was defirous of writing fomething ; and 
“ proper Conveniences were no fooner brought, 

' “ than he wrote, tho’ with Letters but juft legible, 
“ the following Words. One Kingdom IvMlgive 
“ for. the Recovery of my Smell, three for my Tajle ; 
“ five for my Hearing and Speech, and the remain- 
“ ing twelve, to him who fhall reftore me to my Sight. 
“ This Offer of the Schack, was publifh’d, by Sound 
“ of Trumpet, throughout all his Kingdoms. 

“ After fome Time, Jokdah, a Man of great 
“ Wifdom and Knowledge, and of 115 Years of 
“ Age, came, and, by Means of certain Medi- 
“ cines, reftor’d him to his Hearing. The King 
“ made all the Signs he was capable of, to exprels 
“ his Toy, and being told what he had written, 
‘ and afk’d. Whether that was his Will? he con- 
“ firm’d it by a Sign. Jokdah, at firft, refufed 
“ to accept of fo great a Reward ; however, he, 
“ at Length, confented, under certain Conditions. 

"He afterwards made Ufe of the Sap of a Tree, 
“ the Roots, L.eaves, and Fruit of which have the 
" Form of a Tongue : And having diftill’d this 
" Sap feven Times, with a Fire made of the Wood 
" of the fame Tree, he had the good Fortune, by 
" the Application of this Medicine, to reftore the 
Schack, by Degrees, to the Ufe of his Tongue, 
" and, at the fame Time, of his Tafte. He, 
" thereupon, confirm’d his Promifc, and caufed 
• ■ . • " Jokdah 
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“ Jokdab to be .aftually crown’d in eight King- 
“ doms. 

However, the Lofe of his Eyes yet corh- 
tinned to bear fo heavy upon him, that he was 
• ‘ often heard to fay : I would willingly part with 
not only my remaining Kingdoms^ but with the 
whole Worlds if it were in my Power^ barely for 
the Recovery of my Sight : For unlefs I am able 
to fee that noble created Being of God^ the Sun^ 
“ my Life is a continual Death. I am not inform’d 
whether, or how far, the King obtain’d his 
Wifhes; becaufe my travelling Companion was 
not acquainted with the remaining Part of this 
King’s Hiftory \ but I have thought a thoufand 
Times of it fince,and, in every Thing, approv’d 
his Conduft, 

Should there be any one of a different Opi- 
** nion, I would only afk him, whether he would 
buy a Kingdom or an Empire, at the Expence 
“ of his Sight, Hearing, Smell and Tafte. I bc- 
“ lieve even the moft ambitious and covetous Per- 
“ fon living, would anfwer, No : For of what Ser- 
vice would his Purchafe be to him ? Let every 
Man, therefore, confider, what an immenfc 
Treafure he poflefles, in the Enjoyment of his 
Senfes only, and how unjuftifiably he afts, if he 
“ do not fet a right Value upon them ; make a 
right Ufe of them, and heartily thank God for 
“ them ; but on the contrary, if he have not Ho- 
“ nor and Mony at Command, reckons himfclfthe 
“ moft unhappy of all Mankind. 

“ But fuppbfe, that there be feme Perfons in the 
“ World, who forWant of worldly Goods, Friends, 
** Health, might aftually be .reckon’d unhappy, 

and confequently.have fome Caufe for Difeontent^ 
how will thofe Perfons excufe themfelves, who 
are rich, efteem’d, and healthy, and who poffefe 
not only all that is neceffary iri this World, but 
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a Superfluity of the Gifts of Fortune, and yet 
‘‘ pafs their Lives in one continued State of Dif- 
content. 

It is to you, ye fortunate, yet unhappy. 
Wretches, that I now diredt my Words. You 
“ fwim, as it were, in a Sea of undeferved Fortune, 
‘‘ with which you are cncompafs’d on every Side, 
and yet pafs your Lives in Difcontent, without 
‘‘ (hewing the leaft Signs of a fatisfied Mind. Why 
will you thus put off your Joy from Time to 
Time, to a far Day ? When wilj you begin to 
‘‘ rejoice at your Happinefs, and to Ihew your 
‘‘ grateful Acknowledgments, for the numerous 
‘‘ Benefits of the Almighty ? The Hour of your 
Death will approach, before you become once 
“ fenfible how happy you have been. 

“ What then is the Reafon of all this Mourn- 
ing ? Perhaps I may guefs at the Caufe. Are 
“ you not commiting Idolatry with your own Per- 
“ fon ? Does not an immoderate Self-Love repre- 
“ fent your own Merits in fuch a Light to you,' as 
if you were worthy of Poffefling every Thing? 
‘‘ You continually employ yoiir Thoughts on your 
‘‘ prefent imaginary Wants, or perhaps what you 
think you may, for the future, ftand in Need of; 
but never confider what you adfually poiTefs. 
You negledt making a right Ufe of your Senfesj 
you neither hear nor fee what are the Works of 
God. 

“ The greateft Satisfaftion a Man can partake 
of in this World, next to the Performance of 
his religious Duties, is when, v/ith a quiet Con- 
“ fcience, he, by a rational Ufe of his Senfes, be- 
holds the Works of Nature, as the Creatures of 
the Almighty. This is an Adlion, in which 
‘‘ the Angels themfelves take Delight, and wherein 
they probably find one Part of their Happinefs. 

As, therefore, much depends on a rational 

“ Ufe 
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“ Ufe of our Senfes, how advantageous and even 
necefiary would it be, for Children to be taught, 
“ among other Things, in the Schools, rightly to 
apprehend and behold the Prefence of God, in 
all his Works! lam convinc’d wc fliould find 
the Fruits of it, not only in our own Duty towards 
God, and the Satis faftion that would thereby 
“ accrue to our own Minds, but by a great Change, 
‘‘ in the Converfation of Mankind ; and, on the 
“ other Hand, that a good Deal of every Species 
of Peevilhnefs, Murmuring, and Complaint 
‘ ‘ would be loft. 

So far my Manufcript, which needs no farther 
Application. In my next, I lhall endeavor to give 
you an adequate Account of the feveral Sorts of 
reople, who, at this Time, inhabit this great City, 
and am, in the mean Time, as ever, fcfc. 



Letter XXVIII. 


S I Ry 


Hamburg. 


DESIGN, in this, and two or three 
futui 


future Letters, to give you a particular 
Account of the Circumftances, Quali- 
ties, and Manners of the Inhabitants of 

this City. As it is a Place of conder- 

able Trade, much the greater Part are Merchants, 
Retailers or Manufafturers j with thofe Artificers and 
Laborers, who are dependent on them. The Mer- 
chants, who are in great Numbers, are in general 
a difcreet, fober and honeft Sort of People, tho’ 
by much too ceremonious, than which nothing can 
be more difagreable to an Englijhman. This feems, 
however, to be a modero Vice, not wholly of tlicir 

own 
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own Growth, nor learned of their Forefathers ; 
but an aukward Imitation carried to the higheft 
Degree of Extravagance, of fomething they think 
they have feen in foreign Countries •, and are refol- 
ved to excel in, by overdoing it here. They are 
nice to a Fault in their Pun^iWs^ or falfe Points of 
Honor, and a very trivial Negligence, in that Re- 
fped, often makes an Enemy of the moft intimate 
Friend. I cannot give you a better Idea of thefe 
Matters, than by an Inftance that happen^ to my- 
felf. They are mighty exaft in giving the Place 
of Honor, even in walking the Streets, to thole 
to whom by their Rules it is due. The fair Sex, 
Foreigners, Clergymeh, Graduates in Law or 
Phyfic, and among thefe, thofe who are married, 
or moft advanced in Years, have progreflively 
their Rank. With two, the Right-Hand is the 
Place of Honor ; and if you are walking with a 
Lady, you muft be fure to give it, tho* in order 
thereunto, you (hould be obliged to thruft your 
Companion into a Kennel or Puddle, or expofe 
her to the Wipe of a Coach or Cart-Wheel, which 
in thefe narrow Streets, where there are neither 
pav’d Stones nor Pofts to fereen you, is often the 
Cafe. With three, the Middle is the dignified 
Station, and with five, the inmoft Right and Left 
are far more honourable Places than the outmoft. 
When one leaves the Company, or another joins 
them, not a Step muft be made ’till all are pro- 
perly adjufted ; and when a Coach or a Cart dif- 
turbs their Symmetry, it is not, fometimes, with- 
out infinite Difficulty they get into Order .again. 
When a Compiny meet, who are not perfcilly 
well acquainted with one another, or with whom 
Rank and Order has not been before fettled, Whif- 
perings to know their Quality and Circumftances, 
and Ceremonies to afeertain their Stations, gene- 
rally take up the firft Quarter of an Hour . Ths 
- ^ ' premis’d 
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premis’d, I (hall tell you my Adventure : I had 
contrafted a Sort of Intimacy with a young Mer- 
chant of this City, who, being a Angle Man, 
dined at the Ordinary in my Lodging, and we ufed 
frequently to walk together. As a Foreigner, the 
Place of Honor was my Due, and I was frequently 
oblig’d to fubmit to the Inconvenienne.of being his 
Right- Hand-Man, at the Expence of a Pair of 
white Silk-Stockings, or the like. It happen’d one 
Day, that we had Occafion to walk thro* the great 
Englijh Houfe, which is a common Thorough- fare, 
and truly my Companion took it in his Head, 
as I had let him know I was an Englijhman^ 
to imagine, that in this PalTage, of perhaps about 
loo Yards, I was the Native, and he the Fo- 
reigner, and expefted the Right-Hand accord- 
ingly, I was fo unfortunate not to be fo well 
inftrufted, and fo unmannerly to keep my Station : 
My Friend took it in Dudgeon, fpoke not a Word 
afterwards all the Way home *, moped all Dinner- 
Time ; went away without taking Leave, and I 
expefted nothing lefs than a Challenge the next 
Morning *, but rho* his Phlegm got the better of 
his Choler, after having conlbltcd his Pillow, I 
foon found I had irrecoverably loft my Friend for 
ever. 

It is not, however, in thefe idle Pun5filid*s 
alone, that the Ceremonies of the Hamburghers are 
troublefomc to themfclves and others : Their ver- 
bal Compliments are equally fulfom and tedious. 
A Man cannot bid his Neighbor good Morrow, 
after the modifh Way, in lefs than ten Minutes; 
and a Compliment of Congratulation or Condo- 
lance, is the Work of a good half Hour. They 
confilt in a Form of Words, which they learn in 
their Childhood, and think as little of, when they 

f pronounce them, as tjiey do of the Lord's Prayer, 
t is common to fee their Lips move, for a Quarter 

‘ of 
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nf an Hour together, without hearing a diflinft 
Word ; But the Perfon, to whom the Compliment 
is direded, knows the Occafion, and has the Re- 
turn ready, as foon as he perceives his Friend’s Lips 
ceafe, of which the other hears as little as he has 
done : I would recommend, to the Hamhurgbers^ 
a Definition, I am wonderfully pleas’d with, in the 
^pe^ator^ of Compliments, when he fays : They 
are a Projlitution of Speech^ Jeldom intended to mean 
any Fart of what they exprefs^^ never to mean all 
they exprefs. However, whether they, know this 
or not, it is certain they praftife it : For as their 
Compliments exprefs nothing, fo of Confequence 
they mean nothing : Neverthelefs, a Senfe of this 
might make them alham'd of fpending their Time 
To idly. 

But to return to the Merchants, they are here, 
beyond all Difpute, the main Pillars of the State, 
and, at the fame Time, they, with the Bledlng of 
Heaven, fupport and advance the public Welfare, 
they are fupporting and advancing their own. By 
their Afliduity, the Inhabitants of this great City 
are furnifh’d, not only with all NecelTaries, but 
with all Conveniences, which Life, or even Lux- 
ury, can call for ; in as great Plenty, and with as 
great Eafe, as if they were the Produce of that 
^potof Ground, which is within their own Walls. 
They have their Vineyards' in France and S^pabij 
their Groves of Oranges and Lemons, in Portu- 
gal, their Fleeces in the luxuriant Meadows of 
Great Britain^ and their Plantations of Sugar and 
Tobticco in the Indies, Hamburg may be, 
in Ihort, faid to be the Storehoufe of Germany^ 
which it .furnifhes with all thofe Neceflaries, Con- 
veniences and Superfluities, with which it is.itfclf 
provided, frorn’ foreign Parts. Diligence and Art 
,^re here encouraged, by the Advantages they pro- 
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duce, and Mony, which is the Nutriment of the 
Republic, is thereby made to circulate thro* all its 
Veins, From the Merchants, the Poor have their 
Subfiftence, the Middle Sort their Conveniences 
of Life, and the Rich their Pomp : And, at the | 
fame Time, that they make their own Fortune, 
•they promote the Good of the Republic, which is 
again their own | 

The Oeconomy of this ufeful Part of the Inha- 
bitants o\;Hambtirg is, however, not very confiftent. 

In their Houfekeeping they are frugal to a Fault, 
pr rather mean : A large Piece of fmoaked or falted 
.Beef, boil’d on Sunday^ is ferved up the whole 
Week, with Vegetables, or a Difli of Filh, which 
is extreamly cheap and good here ; while their Ser- 
vants are chiefly fed with fundry Sorts of Spoon* 
'Meat, made of the Soop of their Salt-Meat and 
Herbs, or of fundry Groots, boiled in Milk, Wa- 
ter or Beer. But as fparing as they are in their own 
.Families, as extravagant are they when they treat 
Strangers "f. The Account I gave you, of the 
Entertainments I was invited to at Bretnefty may 
ferve as a Specimen of the like I have feen here. 
They are generally obferved to adl by Extreams, 

' and a remarkable Inftance thereof has been told me, 
in two of the principal Families of this City ; that 

of the S ndsy who ruin’d themfelves, and all 

who were allied to them, by a luxurious Table, 

while their next Neighbours, . the L Ps, faved 

an Eftate by ftarving themfelves. While the for- 
mer fpent the Revenue of a Month in a Supper, 
the latter were contented with an Egg a-piece, or, 


• Tbefe Thoughts feem, in fomc Meafure, to be borrow’d 
"from an excellent Spectator ' of Mr. AddifoiC^y upon Trade, 
f + This begins, however, now to fall off very much among 
People of Faihion. 

in 
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f Winter, with an Egg between two. The Heirs 
the latter,, however, fquander’d away their 
jEftate as extravagantly, as their Parents faved it 
ridiculouQy. I could give you many more In- 
ftances of the like Inconfiftences, 

Coaches, for Example, which are not very 
ncceffary here, are fo common and numerous, that 
a Merchant, or even any confiderable Shop-keeper, 
without one, would almoft find it difficult to nego- 
ciate a Bill of lOO /. on the Exchange. Many, 
however, pretend to cxcufe it in a Manner, that 
rather aggravates than extenuates the Folly, if not 
the Crime of it. ‘‘ They fa ve at lead half the 
“ Expence of it in Cartage, by ufing their own 
‘‘ Horfes, with a Sort of little Carts or Sledges, 
to carry their Merchandize, when not too bulky 
or heavy, from one Part of the Town to the 
“ other.” But they don’t confider, that, in Order 
to defray Part of this, perhaps, unneceflary Ex- 
pence, how many poor People they deprive of a 
good Parc of their Livelihood : And the more, as 
the common Carts here, which are only a long 
Pully, fuchas our Vintners ufe, laid upon an Axle- 
tree, between two Wheels, are drawn, not by 
Horfes, but 'Men •, and you will fometimes fee 
‘twelve or more brawny Fellows, link’d to fuch a 
'Machine, with Slings crofs their Shoulders, draw- 
ing a Fat of Yarn or Linen, of two Tons Weight. 
The Narrownefs of the Streets makes Coaches very 
inconvenient here, to their Owners as well as others, 
and is a pretty fure Argument, that their Forefa- 
thers^knew-better how-to-make Ufe of their JLegs ; 
’But there is yet another, 'which is uncontcftably fo, 
-viz. That, excepting fome few-new-built Houfes, 
* they 'haye 'no fuch Thing as Coach-houfes or 'Stables : 
When 'Signor (for fo the confiderable Burghers 
affeft to be ftil’d) comes from the Exchange, or 
Madam from Church or -a Vific, you ^ull fee the 
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Coach^ by Means of a certain Crane or Fully, i| 
the Middle of the Hall, gravely marching up 
Stairs, and the Horfes as foberly defcending in- 
to the Cellar But as inconvenient as their 
Houfes are in this Refpeft, as convenient, on 
the other Hand, they are, with Regard to 
Trade, with a View to which they leem to 
have been folsly built. They have Warehoufes 
upon Warehoufes, even to four, five or fix Story 
high, and it is common to go into the very Garret, 
to buy a Butt of Wine or a Hogfhead of Sugar. 
Their Houfes arc generally but narrow in Front, 
which, I prefume, has been the Occafion of their 
building them fo high: But what they want in 
Breadth, they have in Depth* ** , and molt of them 
have Canals behind them, by which Lighters bring 
up their Goods to their very Houfes, which are 
cafily convey’d to and from their lofty Ware-houfes, 
by Means of a Crane at Top of the Houfe. Be- 
fides the Want of Room below, they had another 
very fubftantial Reafon for making the upper Fart 
of their Buildings Ware-houfes: For, it fecins, 
they have generally, twice a Year, towards the 
Begining, and the Conclufion of the Winter, fuch 
high Floods, with a Nortb-fFefi Wind, and a 
Spring-Tide, that not only their Cellars are fill’d, 
but many of their Streets overflowed with Water. 
Their Houfes are vaftly ftrong, as they need be, 
to bear fuch Burdens , but are of a very Angular 
Strudure. I took the Dimenfions and Divifionsof 
one, which may ferve to give you an Idea ot the 


* The Authors of the Hamburg Patriots obferve, “ That 
a hundred Years ago, they had hardly a tenth Part of the 
Number of Coaches there, as they have now of Hackney- 
“ Coaches alone, and add ; Could the Heads cf our Forefe- 

** thers, which now ly in the Charnel-houfes, cajl a Glance over 
the ’ hurch-yardsy they would he aJloniJHd at fuxb a Humherof 
“ Loaches y and think half the City had the Gout, * ‘ 
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reft ; for they are pretty much alike. The Fron^ 
is 32 Foot, of which the Gate, which is in the 
Middle, is eight, and twelve Foot high, archM at 
Top. To this Gate you go up fix Steps from the 
Street, and as foon as you enter, you 6nd two Par- 
lours, one on each Side, of 10 Foot broad, 15 
deep, and 12 high. Being pafs*d theft Parlours, 
you come into the great Hall, the Breadth of the 
whole Houft, 60 Foot ]deep, and 24 high. This 
Hall ftrves as well for a Ware-houfe, as a Coach- 
houfe. At the End of the Hall, on the left Hand, 
you go down fix Steps, into a back Yard, 50 Foot 
deep, and half the Breadth of the Houft, which 
leads to back Ware-houfes, 20 Foot deep, and under 
them to the Canal. On the right Hand of the 
Hall, at the End, you go up two Steps into Rooms, 
which take up the other, half Breadth of the Houft, 
the faine Depth of the Yard, and join to the Back- 
Warehoufes. Theft are divided-into three Apart* 
ments ; a Dining-Room of 25, a Withdrawing- 
Room of 15, and a Cabinet of 10 Foot deep; 
all 14 Foot high ; and under theft are Cellars, as 
are likewife under the v/hole Houft. In the Middle 
of the Hall, on the right Hand, is a very .large 
Chimny, of 10 Foot long, which, with about five 
Foot on each Side of it, and eight Foot in Depth, 
is feparated from the Hall by a Wainfeotting of fix 
Foot high, with a Baluftrade of a Foot and a half 
high, at the Top of it ; but all above that open, 
to the Hall : And this ftrves them for a Kitchen, 
where they make a glaring Shew j with their Pew- 
ter, Brafs and Copper, behind the Baluftrade, and 
over the Chimney : But are oblig’d to burn Candle 
all the Day. Over four Foot of this Kitchen, runs 
a Gallery, the whole Length of the Hall, from 
a Room over the front Parlour, on that Side, to 
the other End of the Hall, into the Rooms over 
the Back- Apartments below : And thele are, like- 
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wife, divided into threCj a Fore-Room, a Bed- 
Chamber, and a Drcffing-Room. The two little 
Rooms over the Fore-parlors are join’d by a 
third over the Entrance into the Houfe, and thefe 
are the Compting-houfe, and Rooms for the Book- 
keeper and Apprentices. At each End of the Hall, 
on the Right, is a dark winding Stair-cafe, which 
leads to the Gallery, and from thence to the upper’ 
Stories, fo narrow, that two cannot go conveniently 
a-breaft, and fo fteep, that a Man cannot with 
Decency follow a Woman up them. The Story 
over the Hall is divided into Lodging-Rooms, 
backwards and forwards, with a Sort of Hall be- 
tween } and above this are three Stories of Ware- 
houfes over the Whole, from the Front towards 
the Street, to the Canal, 145 Foot deep, 95 Foot 
of which is 30 Foot broad, and the Reft 1 5. In 
this Manner moft of the Merchants Houfes in 
Haniburz are built : Thole, which, like this, have 
a Back- Yard and Back- Apartments, are, except- 
ing the Stairs, convenient enough ; but for fuch as 
are cut off by the Canal, at the End of the Hall, 
as is the Cafe of many, they are very inconvenient, 
becaufe they have not a good Room, ’till you come 
up two Pair of Stairs, to the Story above the Hall. 
As for the Furniture of thefe Houles, it is not much 
better, than what I mentioned of the Houfes in Bre- 
meti'y fo that an Upholfterer is a very poor Trade 
here : But they delight much in a Sort of large Wal- 
nut-tree Cup-boards, finely adorn’d with carved 
Work» of a monftrous Size, fome of them to the Va- 
lue of 30 or 40 /. Of thefe you generally fee two or 
three in their Hails, in which the Women hang 
their Cloaths j but their Ufe is by no Means ade- 
quate, either to their Price or Bulk. Their Stoves* 
which they have in aimoft every Room, inftead of 
Chimnies, are an exceeding good Invention, and 
furprizingly beautiful here, beyond what I have 
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feen in other Parts of Germany. They are gene- 
rally rais’d in one Corner of the Room, upon .Legs 
or Pillars of about a Foot and a half high, and 
are carried up, about two Foot and a half, or three 
Foot fqiiare, to near the Cieling, all of blue and 
white Tiles, adorn’d with Mouldings, Pillars, and 
a Sort of Crown at Top, and other Embellilh- 
ments of the fame. They are pretty coftly ; but 
are a Part of the Houfc, and furnifh’d by the 
Landlord. They fa ve a great Deal of Firing, for 
a ftnall Matter of Wood or Turf (which is what 
they .here ufe) heats them, and they will retain their 
Heat fix or eight Hours, and diffufe it equally 
throughout the whole Room. The Firing is 
put in without the Room, and you fee no-, 
thing of it, except in a particular Sort, which they 
call Wind-Ovrens, that open with Brafs Doors, on 
the Infide ; but thefe confume twice the Quantity, 
of Firing, which the others do, and will not retain 
the Heat fo long. You may heat them to what 
Degree you pleafe ; lb that in Winter, when it is 
very cold, you may at once, by opening youi; 
Chamber-Door, go from under the Line to Nova 
Zembla: For they often heat them, in other Parts 
of Germany, where I have been, like Bagnio’s, and 
I fuppofe they do the lame here. ' As great Lovers 
as they are of Heat, as fond they are likewife of 
Light i for thofe Sides of their Rooms, which are 
expos’d to the Air, are all Windows, with very 
fmall Piers, or only Pillars, between them ; the 
Glafe generally bad, fmall Quarries, and fix’d in 
Lead. And fo much for their Hpufes: In my 
next, I lhall continue my Account of the Inhabi- 
tants of this Place ; in the mean Time, I am, 
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Letter XXIX. 

S I Ry Hamburg. 

Propose, in this Letter to give you 
a farther Account of the Inhabitants of 
Hamburg-^ and here I muft acknow- 
ledge myfelf guilty of a great Miftake, 
in not having mention^ a powerful Body of Men, 
who, by their Rank, ought to have been named 
before the Merchants, I mean thofe which they 
call (tho* often very improperly) the Learned, or 
Graduates in Law or Phylick •, but chiefly the 
former. Thefe are very numerous here •, for hardly 
a Merchant or Shop-keeper of any Note but what 
breeds up a Son or two, if he has them, to be 
Scholars : And the particular Honor unreafonably 
fhewn to thefe Limbs of the Law, beyond their 
trading Bretheren, who are their Support, is a 
Spur to Youth, to direft their Inclinations this Way. 
There is, like wife, another Caufe why fo many 
lawyers are br^ here: Divinity is look’d upon 
as a Study too uhWcoming and defpicable ; lb that, 
if a Youth has no Inclination to Trade, he muft of 
Courfe be a Lawyer ; tho* to his own Misfortune, . 
as well as that of the State, to which he thereby 
becomes a Worm, that gnaws on the Intrails of 
it. There are fo many of them, that they may 
rather be faid to be of the Science than the Pro- 
felfion. This is of extream Prejudice to Trade, 
by taking large Sums of Mony out of it, which is 
loft to the Public, or employ’d to the Prejudice of it 
in Ufury ; while many brave Merchants Houfes, 
which were a great Support to the State, fink at the 
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Death of a confiderable Trader, by fo great a Part of 
the Stock being drawn out, for the Shares of thefe 
ufelefs Members of the Community. Ufelefs, I 
fay, becaufe hardly a tenth Part of them can be 
employ’d in the Senat or at the Bar ; and the Reft 
muft either fpend their Fortunes, inftcad of impro- 
ving them, or, in fome fliape or other, prey upon 
others. 

There is, indeed, a Cuftom here, that I have* 
not met with elfewhere, which is of great Refourcc 
to the poorer Sort of thefe Learned Gentlemen* 
and the richeft do not difdain to partake of the 
Benefit of it : I mean their being paid for attend- 
ing public Funerals. Thefe FrocefTions are in the 
Afternoon, on Foot, and a folemn Invitation being 
made to the whole Town, by a fine Scroll of 
Parchment, beautifully engrofs’d, and hung up two 
Days before on the Exchange, they arc generally 
very numerous, often confiding of many Hundreds, 
Men only, and ail in black Cloaks. There is fome- 
thing very lingular, and I can hardly forbear fay- 
ing diverting, at thefe Funerals, tho* on fo folemn 
and melancholy an Occafion. I (hall, therefore, 
give you, in a future Letter, a particular Account 
of one, with all the numerous Preparations for 
the Solemnization of it *, and (hall now only oblerve, 
that every Senator, Member of the College of 
Oher AUen^ Divine, regular Phyfician and gra- 
duate Lawyer, has his Fee for attending thefe Fu- 
nerals: If I miftake not, that of a Senator is a 
Crown, and that of a Divine, Phyfician, and Lawyer 
half the Sum. I have been told, but will not 
pretend to affert the Truth of it, that this Mony 
was formerly intended for the Ufe of the Poor of 
the Parifh j and that, in the Time of their Fore- 
Fathers, when Charity was more diffufivc, and 
the Churches not fo exceffive rich as they now 
are, it was cuttomary for every one who attended 

a Fu- 
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a Funeral, to put ^ Piece of Mony into a 5afon 
at the Church Door, for the Benefit of the Poor : 
5ut that, as it was thought an Honor to have 
the Company of thefe dignified Gentlemen, k was. 
deem’d unreafonable they ftiould be put to any 
Expence , and this Mony was put info- their Hands, 
no be fo difpofed of. Be this as it will, they make 
310 Scruple now of converting it to their own Ufc, 
and as there are fometimes two cr three of thefe Fu- 
nerals in an Afternoon •, it is, as I obferv’d before, 
of great Refource to the lower Sort of thefe Gen- 
try. They have befidcs another Advantage over 
their Trading Bretheren ; for having little or no- 
thing elfe to do, they generally attain to a greater 
Rrfedtion in the little Arts of Drefs and Gallantry, 
fo apt to captivate the Hearts of the fair Sex, and 
may, therefore, be efteem’d a Sort of Fortune- 
hunters. Add to this, the Pre*emincnce and Rank 
thek Wives have over thofe of a Merchant or 
Stop-keeper j and it is no Wonder if they are pre- 
lier’d before them, and commonly run away with 
the beft Fortunes, when leaft deferving of it ; and 
here again Trade greatly fuffers. 1 have often 
wonder’d, that the Wifdom of the Senat has not 
provided againft this growing Evil, by obliging 
every Merchant’s or Tradefman’s Son, who deferts 
tto Profeffion of his Forefathers, by which the 
State has been brought into the flour i filing Condi- 
tion it now is, to be contented with a fmaller Share 
of his paternal Eftate, or at leaft to leave half of 
it in Trade at a low Intereft, which would be, as 
it were, laying a Tax upon Vanity and Ambition : 
Or elfe, by giving the Rank and Pre-eminence to 
thofe who have the jufteft Claim to it, the Trad- 
ing Part of the Subjefts : But I might as well 
wonder why Monopolies and Stockjobbing are not 
put down in England ; the fame Caufe probably 
obftrufts both. 
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Some of the tnoft confiderable of thefe Men of 
Learning, as well as of the Merchants, have their 
Cbuntry-houfes, at two, three, or four Miles Dif- 
tance from the City, chiefly in their own Terri* < 
tories ; in which they are very extravagant, as well 
as in their Gardens •, and far exceed the Cpndition 
of Life they are in, as they do, likewife, in, their 
Feafting and Entertainments there. They have 
been obferved to be the Ruin of many of the belt' 
Families, efpecially of Merchants, who while they, 
were revelling in Delights, left the Care of their 
Counting- houfes and Ware-houfes to th?ir book- 
keepers, and they, in a few Years, ha^e fucceeded- 
in a Trade their Mailers have been obligM to aban- 
don. Of this I have heard more than one Infbnce, 
in the Family of the D— //— — /s. I have been 
told monftrous Stories, of the wicked Courfe of- 
Life led at fome of thefe Garden. Affcmblies*, but 
as I have not the bell Authority for thefe Reports,. 
I chufe rather to fupprefs Calumny, than to pro- 
mulgate it. The Story of Wengartiay or the Un- 
fortunate Beauty, is, howtver, too remarkable, 
to be pafs’d over in Silence. This unhappy Lady, 
in the Prime of her Youth and Beauty, having, at a. 
Midnight Revel, in one of thefe Country-Houfes,. 
been deluded, as it was fuppofed, by a near Rela- 
tion, brought a Burden with her to Town, which 
fhe was oblig’d to bear, ’till the Time limited by 
Nature freed her from it. She 'had artfully con- 
cealed her Misfortune from the Eyes of the whole 
World, but a Servant Maid, her Confident : By 
whofe Affiftance, at- her Delivery, the Fruit of 
her indiferetion, whether, alive or dead was never 
known, was convey’d into one of their Stoves, 
and a large Fire made to confume it. An un- 
ufual Stench being perceived in the Houfe, and 
Search made what could occafion it, two Legs of 
an Infant were found entire. The Maid being 
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conveyed privately away, the whole was laid upon 
her, and the Matter thereupon hufli’d up. The 
unhappy Fair-one could not, however, efcape Cen- 
fure, and her Reputation of Courfe fuffer’d for it. 
Neverthclefs, as (he was the prefumptive Coheirefs 
of a confiderable Fortune, an indigent Gentleman of 
Charadter was prevail’d upon to marry her, and 
they lived many Years together in Penury and 
Want, on a miferable Pittance, allow’d them by 
a Perfon who long out-liv’d the Time they hop’d. 

Shop-keepers are here, as in other Places, 
wholelale and retale Dealers ; the former are more 
properly Warehoufe-keepers, and fell their Goods 
in thofe large Halls I gave you an Account of a- 
bove : Both one and the other have confiderable 
Dealings in the neighbouring Countries, efpecially 
at the Fairs of Leipzick^ Franefort, Brumfwick and 
Nauemburgy which are the principal Marts of Ger^ 
jnany^ whither incredible C^antities of all Sorts of 
Goods are fent from this Place, and great Numbers 
of the Merchants and Shop-keepers repair thither 
in Perfon. The Manufacturers are chiefly of four 
Sorts of Goods, of which this City vends vafl Quan- 
tities, and fends them to all Parts of Germany^ and ef- 
pecially to the Fairs I have juft mentioned. Firft, of 
knit Stockings, in which are employ’d vaft Numbers 
of the Poor here. Second, of Velvet. Third, in Su- 
gar-Refining; and fourth, in Callico-Printing. From 
the three *laft, which are confiderable Branches of 
their Trade, they have intirely cut off the Dtiteb^ 
who ufed formerly to furnifli all Germany with them ; 
the Lbwnefs of their Duties, and the Cheapnefs of 
Workmanfhip, enabling them to carry thefe Goods 
to Market, at leaft ten per Cent, cheaper than the 
Dutch. As I am fpeaking of Trade, I fhall take 
this Opportunity of faying a Word or two of their 
foreign Trade, which is very confiderable. Mr. 
jL— - d, who, by his Office, is obliged to keep 
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a Regiftcr of them, tells me, that the Number of 
Englijh Ships alone, which come yearly into this 
Harbor, exceeds 200. Of thefe, however, very 
few come from England \ but from Spain^ Portu- 
gal and Italy^ from and to which Countries, the 
Merchants of this City pay them double the Freight 
they do for their own Ships ; becaufe the Englijh^ 
by Reafon of their ^Mediterranean PafTes, being 
free from the ^urks^ they more than fave that in 
Infurance. Befides, the Englijh Ships being lels 
than their own bulky Ships of Force, which they 
fend to thofe Parts, are fooner difpatch’d. They 
employ, however, great Numbers of their own 
Ships in the Greenland Fifhery, to France and 
England, They have wholly engrofs^d the London 
Trade, in which they employ upwards of 20 large 
Veffds, that generally make three Voyages each, 
every Year, and as they fail much cheaper than the 
Englijh can do, hardly any Englijh Ships come 
hither from London^ except one or two, every 
Year, for fuch Goods, as, by the Adi of Naviga- 
tion, are not importable on foreign Bottoms, 
Having, by my Enquiries, found the Trade 
of this Place, both Foreign and Domeftick, to 
be fo great ; I had the Curiofity one Morning, to 
ask after the Cuftom-Houfe, thinking, I fliould 
. have found there fome fpacious Hall, where I might 
have walk’d and diverted myfelf (as I have fre- 
^ quently done in the Long-Room at London ) with 
feing an infinite Number of Officers and Clerks, 
with their Deputies, and Sub-Deputies, perform- 
ing their Duties, over a Difh of Tea or Coffee, 
with fuch an incredible Eafe and Pleafure, as could 
not but give Delight to me, as a Spedlator : Tho’ 
I can’t but fay, I pitied thefe laborious Gentlemen, 
for their being kept fo hard to their Duty, as not to 
be allow’d Time to take their Breakfafl elfewhere. 
My Landlord, to comply v/ith my Defire, carried 

me 
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me to the Senat-houfe, to what he callM the Cuf- 
tom-houfe; but how great was my Surprize, to 
find it only a fmall upper Room, juft big enough 
to hold the People who had Bufinefs there, but 
none left for Saunterers, as I propofed to have 
been ; and that all the Officers confifted.of one of 
the Senators, who as Commyiioner (in which Office 
they take their Turns and ferve gratis ) took the 
Mony, and fign*d the Cockets, and three Clerks, 
who, indeed, were very expeditious, and did not 
feem to have much Time to idle away. Upon far- 
ther Enquiry, I found, thefe few Officers, with 
two more, in the Nature of Searchers, at the En- 
trance into the Harbor, did the whole Bufinefs of 
the Cuftoms, in a City of fo great Trade. This 
put me upon Reflefting what could be the Oc- 
cafion of fo grea4: a Difference, in this Refpcfl:, 
between London and Hamburg : I allow the Trade 
of the latter' to be much more inconfiderable than 
that of the former, but I hardly imagine the Dif- 
ference to be 500 to one, which, if I am not mif- 
inform’d, is the Proportion of Officers: I con- 
cluded it muft be owing to the Smallnefs of their 
Duties, which gives little Encouragement to 
Smuggling, and the Severity of the Penalty, which 
is Confifeation \ tho* I have been told, that, for 
the Encouragement of Trade, when they are fen- 
fible the Goods entered are under-rated) for all 
Cuftoms are paid ad valorem ) if it do not amount 
to an alterum tantumy they very often wink at it. 
Happy Nation! thought I, whofe Traders are 
not liable to the Scourge of their Inferiors. I could 
not, upon this Occafion, but think, that if the Num- 
ber or our Cuftom-houfe Officers, and the Rates of 
our Duties, were both reduc’d to half what they now 
are, the Revenue would be rather encreas’d than 
decreas’d thereby. The Lowering of the Duties 
would leflen the Encouragement • to Smuggling, 
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and the reducing the Number of Officers would, 
according to our Friend JV, leflen the Opportunity. 
This has fomething of the Air of a Paradox, and 
I muft confefs, I cannot fo perfectly give into it 
myfelf. His Pofition is, the more Officers the 
more Smugglers, and his Argument, that fomc 
People, who have but one Employ, and no Eftatc 
cither Real or Pcrlbnal, live up to double or treble 
their Income : But may they not, upon the Credit 
of their Office, run into Debt, and, fatisfying old 
Demands, by creating new ones, carry it on many 
Years, *till Death or a light Pair of Heels wipes 
of all Scores ? I have however been led into this 
Way of Thinking, by a Dilcourfe I had yefterday, 

with Mr. F a confiderable Sileftan Marai- 

fafturer of Linen, lately returned hither from Eng^ 
land^ in his Way home ; who lodges in the fame 
Houfe with me. His Remark, in fhort, was this: 
That being going to England early this Spring, xo 
fettle fome Affairs with his Correfpondents, and 
having received large Commiffions for feveral 
Sorts of narrow and broad Germany^ as they cal! 
his Manufafture at the Cuftom-houfe, where the 
former pays little more than a third Part of the 
Duty of the latter, he refolv’d to carry a fmall Par- 
cel with him upon his own Account, to bear the 
Expence of his Journy : But when he came to offer 
it for Sale to the Linen-Drapers, they evidently 
proved 'to him, that his Correfpondents had 'fold 
their broad Germany^ at fix and nine Months’ Cre- 
dit, for 6 'per Cent. lefs, than it adually'cbfl; 
them, if they had paid the Duty, ‘‘ This (added 
he) as my Correfpondents are Men of Subffance, 
and need not fell at Lofs “to raifs Nlohy, can 
have been no othefwife, than ' that their broad 
O Germany^- or a jgreat'Parc of it,^ ‘muff have’ been 
entered is ‘'narrdw, and, by the ‘Ncgltbl, dr 
Connivance of the Officer, hav'e p.dVd as fuch.*’ 
^ I think 
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I think no Puniftiment can be too fevere for Smug- 
gling, a Crime, to me, equal to the word of Fe- 
lonies ; and fo I would have it deemM, in the Eye 
of the Law, at leaft, with the Benefit of the Sta- 
tute, for all, either direftly or indireftly concerned 
in it, either afting it themfclves, or hiring, or any 
Ways encouraging others to do it: Burthen, for 
the Officer, who (hould be convifted for conniving 
at it, in any Shape, I would have his Crime Fe- 
lony without Benefit of his Clergy, as I would 
likewife Perjury, and that (hocking Praftice of 
one Perfon fwearing for another ; . by which taking 
an Oath is, in fome Places, become a mere Farce. 
But to return to Hamburgh the Excife, or Duty 
on Inland Confumption, which, that the Cuftom 
on Im- and- Exportation may be the lighter, is 
wifely laid pretty heavy, is levied in the fame ex- 
peditious and frugal Manner. 

With Refpedt to Artificers, I have but little 
to fay *, they are but too apt here, as well as in 
other Parts, to follow the fafhionable Vices of 
their Betters. There is one Thing, however, with 
Refpeft to Artificers, which was a Confequence 
of their laft Troubles, and the new Regulations 
which enfued, fo very commendable that I muft 
not omit it. This is, that when an Artificer of 
any Kind, can perform a Piece of Work, beyond 
the Skill of any of his Profeffion in Hamburgh he 
is immediately made a Freeman of the Guilds or 
Company to which it belongs *, a Benefit not other- 
wife to be obtain’d, but by Servitude, or by marry- 
ing the Widow or Daughter of a Freeman, or elfe 
at a very great Expcnce. 

The common People are reckon’d very rude 
and brutifh here ; but where are they not fo ? For 
my Part, I cannot complain of their being worfe ^ 
than^in other Countries j nay I will venture to 

affirm 
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affirm, that they , are much; more civiliz’d and 
polite than in Holland^ and feem to have a better', 
Senfe of Religion, and of their Duty to. God and , 
Man, than in England. . . , 

Gentlemen or Nobility they have, properly,., 
none : For when a Senator addrefles himfeif to the 
Burghers, in Convention ; his Words are, Ihr . 
Herren^ und Mit- Burger \ and Fellow-Citi- . 

Zens.) The Gentlemen and Pcrljbns of Diflindion, 
who do inhabit this City, are either foreign Mini-: 
fters (of which there arc from almoft all the Poten- 
tates of Europe) and the Nobility of the neighbor- : 
ing Countries of Denmark^ Holfiein,, Lunenburg^ and ' 
Brandenburgs for whom this City is a Sort of Fair 
or Aflcmbly, chiefly in Winter ; and many of. 
them have Houfes here. 

As I have mentbnd public Miniflcrs, Imuft.. 
tell you, that there are always fqme herei .wha. 
are merely, titular ; and who generally make., 
themfelvesithe Laughing-Stock of the whole Town. ? 
Of this Sort, I have been told of one, to whom I, 
lhall .give the Name of Morpheus^ R — —nty .of a ! 
neigboring Power, whether now, or fome Years 
fince, l am riot certain. Of this, Morpheus there, 
go more ridiculous Stories, than; would fill a large- 
Volume in Folio : One,, however, may ferve to give 
you an Idea of the Reft^ A neighboring Sovereign . 
Prince having gracioudy pleafed to take up his Rcri 
fidence, together with, his Confort, and Court, 
for fome Weeks, at Hamburgy Morpheus took the 
Opportunity of* fome public Day,' to invite the* 
Duke and Duebefs, with the principal Noblemen 
and Ladies of his Court, to dine with him, at his 
Country-houfe, about a Mile out of the Town, 
and the Invitation was accepted of. I (hall but 
barely hint at Tome extraordinary Circumftances 
of this mock Entertainment j fuch as the Hoft 

T • , gecing 


G R' M A‘ ! S p yV 

gating drunk befdf'd his Guefts *, vhis iiiddcent Be- 
havior to the DUchcfs •, his unhandfbtrf Treatrnent 
of the Duke’s Attendants, and pafticultirly Ibmc 
Virtuofi in Muficj his offering* Wirte he had not, 
and which when call’d for, he pretended was for- 
got in Town by the Negligence of hi^ Servants, 
and the like •, 1 do but barely hint, 1 fay, at thefe, 
and fhall come now to the (^inteffence of the 
Feaft. Ainong other Dilhes ferv’d up, was a 
roafted Pig, which to grace the Feftival, and ho- 
nor his Princely Guefls, ■Mcfpheus had caus’d to 
be adorn’d with his Lady’s Diamond Necklace and 
. Ear-rings. This- could not but be a Matter of 
Laughter to all th6 Cbmpany : , But it was near be* 
ing the Reverfe to Morpheusy^nd his, Lady. A 
Favorite of the Ducheffcs, Count , a little' 
fprightly dapper Gentleman, wh6m you have feen 
more than once at St. yames\ bafling for a Plate, 
and cuting off the Pig’s Hcadi gave ir to a Ser- 
vant, together with the Necklace and Ear-rings, 
ahd beging Excufe for the Liberty, order’d it to 
be carried to a Lady, who he knew lodg’d for a 
Pig’s- Head,' from his Excellency’s Table. The 
Servant obey’d and went off with it; Morpheus 
fwell’dj and knew not how tb ftifle his Refentmeht; 
Madam grew pale ; and no one knows what would 
have, been the Cofilequcnccs of it, had not the good 
Duchefs, in C6mf)aflion to . their Infirmities, or- 
der’d the Servant to' be call’d ' back, and every 
Thing to be put’ into its former Order. What 
think you. Sir, of fuch public Minifters? 

But to return ; fome of the Officers of the 
Garifon are ’likewife foreign Gentlemen, enticed 
hither by the Goodnefs of their Pay, which is' 
double what the Neighboring Princes give. Thefe 
foreign Noble of Gentlemen have generally a very 
mean Opinion * of ^tlic Hamburghersy and reckon 

them 
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them a rude, impolirc. People ; of which Mr.L — 
gave me a ludicrous Inftance, that happen'd in his 
Prefcncc, at an Ordinary at Rendsburg, a gari- 
fon’d Town in Danijh Holjlein, where the Company 
were chiefly Officers j but a young Hamburgher^ 
juft fledg'd, who had taken his firft Flight from 
his Mamn^^ L ip, happen’d to be among them. 
One of the Officers, impatient at the Dinner’s not 
being brought upon the Table, enquir’d what they 
were to have, that could occafion the Delay?' Ano*- 
ther anfwer’d him Boeuf a-la-^node. The young Man 
who did not underftand French^ taking it probably 
for fome foreign Fifh or Fowl, unfortuhately chanc’d 
to afk what that was \ whereupon a third replied, 
a Hamburgher^ that had travel’d •, intimating that 
thofe who had not, were downright Boeufs. . This 
fet the whole Company into a loud Laughter » and 
the Eyes of every one were upon the young Man, 
who found he was the left of the Table, without 
knowing wherefore. What Wit there Was in this 
Jeft, I fhall not pretend to ,fay : But it is certainly 
fuch a Piece of ill Manners, that had 1 been pre- 
fent, I Ihould not have wonder’d if the Ham- 
lurgher had thrown a Diffi or ' a Bottle at the 
Officer’s Head, and Ihould have been apt enough 
to have fecqnded him in it : For to affront any 
one Perfon, in a public Company, is certainly to 
offer an Indignity to the Whole. 

Tho’ there is no Want of the meaner Sort of 
People in Hamburg'^ yet there are few or no Beg- 
gars in their Streets ; which is chiefly owing to 
the Care of the Magiftracy in keeping them em- 
ploy’d, as well without as within the Zucbt-baufzy 
and they have a Sort of inferior Beadles^ call’d 
Bracher-Vogty whofe Bufinefs it is to pick them 
up, and carry them to this Houfc of Corredfion, 
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where', for their Encouragement, they receive a 
Reward for every Beggar they bring in 

I am, fcfr. 


• One great Rcafon why there arc now fo few Beggan in 
Hamburg is, that there is a Manufaflure of knit Stockings 
eflablifhed there, at the Charge, and for the Benefit of the 
Public, which is fufHcient to employ all their Poor, were they 
more numerous than they are, and that under fo wife and 
prudent a Regulation, as is worthy pf Imitation. They have 
a fuflicient Number of Officers in each Parifh, whofe Bufinefs 
It is to enquire out the Poor in their Habitations, in Garrets 
and Cellars ; to carry them Wool to be carded and fpun, and 
Worfted to be knit ; and to go to them every Saturday, to 
fetch away their Work, and to pay them for what they have 
done : And they allow them the utmoil Price, that can be af- 
forded, which prevents others from preying upon the Indigence 
of the Poor. As this Manufacture employs Women and Chil- 
dren of all Ages, no one is, or need to be deftitute of a Live- 
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in Hamburg ; all who are not capable of performing 
this Work, being maintain’d by their refpcAive Parifhw. By 
|his wife Inflitucion, you fee not only few or no Beggars, bat 
few common People in the Streets, none being obbg’d to go 
abroad to feek for Work, or their Payment. 
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Letter XXX. 


SIR, 


Hamburg. 



A V I N G given you a pretty particu- 
lar Account of the Male Part of the 
Inhabitants of Hamburgh I come now 
to the Female Sex. 

The Women here are, in general, comely, of 
a fair Complexion, and well-ftiap’d, tho* they fel- 
dom wear Stays, except when they go abroad ; 
but, in Head thereof, have a Sort of clofe Jacket, 
not unlike the Ladies riding Habits in England^ 
which look very decent and modeft: When I fay 
well-(hap*d, I mean fuch as bountiful Nature, with- 
out Art, has beftow’d upon them ; none of thofe 
fine forc’d Shapes, which reduce the Bodies of the 
fair Sex to the Form and Ufe of a Funnel, are de- 
ftrudlive of Health, and impeach the Wildom of 
the All-wife Creator. As plain and decent as they 

f o at Home, as much they aim at Drefs and 
inery, when they go Abroad •, and endeavour to 
imitate the French and the Englijh^ tho* fomewhat 
ftifF and aukwardly. They ddight in Jewels, 
and wear them beyond what becomes their Rank. 
They are efteem’d the Meafure of the Bridegroom’s 
Love to his Bride, and he is thought to be a very 
cool Courtier, who does not lay out half his Wife’s 
Portion in this ufelefs, dead Commodity ; which 
many a young Merchant has experienced, to the 
Prejudice of his Trade, if not to his Ruin, the 
Remainder of her Fortune falling, perhaps,, far 
Ihort of the. additional Expence of Houfcrkeeping. 

• ^ T 3 The 
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The Remedy of this, I am told, has been fre- 
quently attempted by a Sumptuary Law : But, 
upon thefe Occafions, the Power of the Fair Sex, 
even in the Government, has been experienced, 
thofe intended Laws having always mifearried, 
either in the Senat, ot in the Lower Colleges. 
When the Ladies are equip’d in all their Finery, 
they cover all again, with a black Veil and Petti- 
coat, fuch as I deferib’d in one of my Letters from 
Bremen^ which, among tlic better Sort, are of 
Silk, and fometimes laced with a handfome black 
Lace ; but among the midling People, of a Kind 
ofRuffel, and the Vulgar have them of Serge. 
Thefe cover them, and their Cloaths, in fuch Man- 
ner, that a Man may meet his own Wife in the 
Street, and not know her. When they come to a 
Friend’s Houfe, where they make any Stay, 
they not only lay afide the Veil, but the Petticoat 
is gently lifted over their Heads, tho’ not without 
fome Danger of difeompofing their Head- Attire, 
and they then appear in their Finery again. This 
I muft, however, fay to their Praile, that, at 
Church, they keep their Veils on, and thereby 
prevent that indecent Behavior of both Sexes, 
but too common with us* ** . 

Notwith- 


* Monf. Du Maurier^ in his Memoires d* Hamburg, written 
near 100 Years ago. gives a Charader of the Women of this 
City, in thofe Days, widely differing from that our Author 
gives now. “ In this City (fays he) the Fair Sex think of no- 
thing but their Oeconomy : The married Women are* conti- 
nually employed in the Af&irs of the Family, and the Mai- 
dens with their Needle, or making Bone-l^e.- You fee 
nothing but Prudence and good Houfe- wifery among them. 
A Coquitte would be elleem’d a Monfter ; and they read 

** none of thofe Romances, which are the Bane of Youth. 
They know nothing of Cards, and thofe Games of Chance, 
whi^ arc the Ruin of fo many Families, and the moft 

« conunon 
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. Notwithstanding all this affeded Pomp and 
outward Shiew, ifl am rightly informed, they have 
no great Regard, either to the Finenefs, or Clean- 
lineis of their Linen, or under Apparel. I have, 
indeed 9 myfelf, 'more than once, feen a ^very fine 
Lady, in triping, into a Coach, unluckily difeover 
herfelf in Slif^ers, and with dirty or dearn’d Stocks 
logs. Thofe, . who have examin’d than near^ 
than I have had an Opportunity, or fliould think it 
decent, to do, will tell you, they are not the 
cleaned limb’d downwards, and pretend to affign 
a RLeafon for it, which I Qiall not put you to the 
by relating. 

When the Ladies go thus veil’d to Church, 
they are generally follow’d, not by a Foot-man, 
but a Servant-maid,, decently and becomingly 
drefs’d, with a Book hanging by a Silver-Chain on 
oae Arm, and, in cold Weather, as it was, when 
I firft came hither, on the other, a neat Brafs In- 
ftrument, with Fire in it, which I, at firft, took 
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common Occupation of us Trench, They ate unacquainted 
with Plays, Opera’s, Balls, Noaurnal Affemblies, and Maf- 
querades, where even their Sex is often difguis’d, where a 
Thoufand Follies are praftis’d, and where there is a veiy 
cafy Tranfition from Liberty to the moft (hameiul Debau- 
cheries. I'hey are di)efsM in a very nigdcft Manner, 'Walk 
on Foot, with a grave, (lately .Gaitj a3u have their Bofoms 
** alway-s cover’d : But you will fee fome of them adarn’d with 
Gold Chains, and large Rings on every finger, of the fame 
“ ’Metal. : . . 

Had M<m/. Ju Maurier liv’d to fee hk Mcmoirec publilhM, as 
^diey were not till very lately, he would, probably, haveftruclc 
jOut this Paragraph ; For he mud have been inform’d, that the 
modern Itamhurg Dames know and praftile all thefe Things, as 
tiniverfahy as h)s own Country-Women; but, as our Author 
obierves above, ibmewhat aukwardly : And tho’ they do retain, 
in (bme Degree, the Shadow of this beautihil Character, which 
$?\ir gives tfem, the Subftan^e has f nee 
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to be a Qenfer ; and imagined there muft be fome- 
thing more fuperftitious in the Lutheran Worfhip 
here, than I had obfcrved elfewhere ; but how was 
I furpris’d, when, following one of them into a 
Church, I faw the Incenfe offer’d, where I lead 
cxpedfed, and where I fhould have thought an 
additional Heat .not abfolutely neceffary : And I 
have been confirm’d in this my Opinion, by the 
Obfcrvation of a Phyfician,. that an immoderate 
‘Praftice of this cenfbrial Devotion, not at Church 
only, but daily and hourly at Home, has frequently 
been the Qccafion of Sterility, and.oftner of Paint- 
ings and Swoonings. When the Women go in 
Coaches to Church, the Maid generally 'fits on the 
Back-Seat, thq’ the Hufband be in the Coach at 
the fame Time, a Cuftom, I think, not altogether 
•decent. 

What I faid, in a former Letter, of the Punc- 
tilious or falfe Points of Honor, among the Men 
of this Place, is as applicable to the Fair Sex, who 
are, if poffible, more Ceremonious than they. I 
remember, upon this Occafion, a pretty Story of 
Emperor Charles V; who, Tor his Wifdom and 
Integrity, efpecially in deciding difficult and dubi- 
ous Cafes, has been juftly compar’d to King Solo- 
mon. 

This great Emperor happen’d to be once at 
** Brujfels^ at a Time when a great Difpute arofe, 
between two Ladies of the higheft Diftinftion, 
“ in Point of Precedency, which had like to have 
created a fatal Divifion between the principal 
Families of that Province, At Length, with 
“ great Difficulty, the two Ladies were prevail’d 
upon to leave, the Determination of this weighty 
Affair to the Emperor ; and his Imperial Ma- 
jefty, having af^inted a Day, declaPd, that 
“ he would' give Judgment in the great Hall of 
, . “ Audience 
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« Audience, and in the Prefence of the whole 
“ Court. 

The Day being come, never was the Hall 
of Audience fuller, than on this Occafion : The 
fair Sex flocked thither in great Numbers, to 
** hear the final Decifion of a Matter, which fo 
nearly concern’d them. Never was the Empe- 
ror’s Prefence expefted with greater Impatience ; 
and confidcrable Wagers began to be laid, on 
which Side the Judgment would fall, 

“ At Length, Charles V, being feared on his 
Throne, with a ferious and earneft: Countenance 
“ and Voice, faid, in the Hearing of everyone: 
tVe halve well and duly weigh'd theDifpute between 
thefe two Ladies^ and our Commands are^ that 
Sbe^ whois the prettiejly and tnojl beautiful of the 
two^ JhalU 'Upon all OccafionSy give the Precedency 
to the other. 

What think you. Sir? Would either of them, 
do you believe, ftand upon her Rank, on thefe 
Conditions? Noj the Queftion was not now. Who 
Khould go fir ft, but Who ftiould go laft ? And, 
had not there happen’d to have been two Doors 
to the Hall, it would have been as great a Diffi- 
culty to have perfuaded either of them to have 
gone Home. However, this Judgment had that 
good Effeft, that there was no fuch Thing as a 
Difpute, in Point of Precedency, either in Bruf- , . 
fdsy or in all Flanders^ for many Years afterwards. 

Some fuch Law as this, cnafted by a Convention 
of the Senat and Burghers in Hamburgh would be 
of great Service to both Sexes, and fave them a 
great Deal of Time and Labor, which might be 
irmch better fpent, as well for the Benefit of the 
Public, as their own private Families. But to 
return. 

The Miftrefles of Families here are, generally 
fpcaking, good Houfe- wives, and arc not above 
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looking into their Oeconomy themfclves, pr even 
of puling a Hand to, upon Occafion, in tke Kit- 
chen, wliich I doubt ript but they find tprn to 
Account : But whether they may not be faid to 
carry the Matter too far, when, at the Entertain- 
ment of a Stranger, they do not, on this Account, 
appear at Table, ’till the fccond C^rfe, I leave 
you , to judge. . They are open-hearted, jbcneyolenr, 
and, when in Health, good-humpry : But there 
reigns a ftrange Sort of Diftemper amongfi them, 
which feemsto be epidemical, pr atleaft to be natu- 
ral, and defcend from the Mother to the Daugh- 
ter. This I take to be one Species .of the PaJJio 
Hyjiericay a Difcafc chiefly fatal tP the fair Sex : 
They call it, in their Language, Aergernifzy of 
which I can give you a better Idea, by delcribing 
the Parpxyfm itfelf, than by attempting the Ety- 
mology or Signification of the Word. They are 
inftantly fciz’d with a Shivering in all their Limbs, 
and a violent Palpitation of the Heart } their Veins 
fwell, their Eyes dart Lightning, their Counte- 
nances, in fomc, turn as pale as Afhes, in others, 
as red as Blood, and they find themfejves under 
fuch Anxieties, that they are ready to tear in Pieces 
whatever- comes in their Way. One almoft cer- 
tain EfFedl of it is, a more than ordinary Vocife- 
ration, which vents itfelf in violent, and generally 
injurious, if not imprccative Expreffions, not very 
becoming the fair Sex. When this Vent is warn- 
ing, and the whole Venom is turned inward, it 
generally proves mortal i this Species of it is diftin- 
guifh’d by the Name of Alteration, and fbmecimes, 
likewife, ieizes tlie Maje-Sex, of weak and effe- 
minate Conftitutions, in whom it djfcovcrs itfelf, 
among other Symptoms, by an unconquerable Sullen- 
nefs of Temper. I am told, it is common tor ibme, 
both Men and Women, to carry a Catholicon about 

them, 
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them, which, in fome Cafes, may give a little 
prefent Eafe, but feldom etFeds a perfedt Cure, 

T H £ poor Hufbands, whofe Wives arc fo 
unhappy to be afflifted with this defperate Difeafe, 
are really to be pitied ; and the more, as k pro- 
ceeds from fo many different Caufes, that it is 
next to impofliblc to provide againft it. If a She- 
Friend has been too free with her Reputation ; her 
Maid has heedlefly broke a favorite Piece of 
China; her Hufband has happen’d to ly a Night 
abroad, or been too free with any other Female 
at Home : If the Cook has mifearried in the Dref- 
fing of a Difti of Meat ^ her Ladifhip’s Woman 
mifplaced a Patch, or a Curl in her Hair, or the 
Footman look’d askew on her Lap-Dog; thefe, 
or any of thefe unhappy Incidents, are capable of 
bringing Madam within an Inch of her Life, I 

think to perfuade my Friend, Mr. L to 

cranflatethe EngUJh Play, call’d The Taming of the ' 
Shrew ^ into High-German^ and to introduce it 
upon the Stage here. Who knows but it may 
have a good Effed? At leaft he will deferve the 
Thanks of the Hufbands for attempting the Cure 
of fb chronical a Difcafe in their Wives. 

Captain LupifeuSy an Officer of this Garifon, 
had the Courage to marry a Lady, who, in the 
Time of her former Husband, and during her 
Widowhood, was fo terribly affinSed with this 
Diftemper, that fhe was hardly a Day free from it, 
and that with fuch violent Paroxyfms, as would fet 
the whole CicyJn an Uproar, and make even the 
Senat tremble i But he had the good Fortune to 
cure her, even in her Wedding Shoes, by the Ap- 
plication of a Remedy, famous for being of foye- 
reign Ufe with refty Horfes, call’d in their Lan- 
guage Peitfeby but in Latiuy Scutica. 

But, to be ferious ; if I were to recommend a 
Cure for this Difeafe, to the . Patients themfeives, 

it 
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it fliould be, to read frequently the Story of Phi- 
lip II, King of Spain^ and his Cabinet-Secretary, 
This Prince having written a very long Letter, 
on important Concerns, with his own Hand, 
“ his Secretary, • who was ordered to put it in a 
Cover, and fcal it with the Royal Signer, by 
“ Miftake took up the Ink inftead of the Sand- 
Box, and pour*d it over his Matter’s Writing. 
The King, without faying a fingle Word, fit 
“ down, and with the greateft Patience imagi- 
nable, wrote the fame Letter again -, which 
done, he turn’d to the Secretary, and only, with 
“ Coolnefs, faid : There Jlands the Ink^ and there 
“ the Sand** I am very much mittaken, if fo 
large a Dofe of Patience, frequently repeated, 
would not work an effeftual Cure. 

The meaner, and even thepooreftof the Female 
Sex go much more decent in their Drefs here, than 
^ in England. Every Station among them has fbme- 
thing particular in Drefs to diftinguifh them, nor 
do they aim at exceeding it, or appearing what 
they are not. It is rare to fee a Woman here in 
Rags, which is owing to their not being given up 
fo entirely to Immorality and Debauchery, as with 
us. A poor Woman will rather pinch her Belly, 
to put fomething upon her Back, than pamper her 
Belly at the Expence of Nakednefi. They are 
contented to live as they can afford to do, and a 
poor Widow, who can earn but 16 a Week, by 
kniting or fpining, will maintain herfelf, and three 
or four Children, decently out of it. This Pro- 
priety of Drefs is no where more obfervable than 
in their Servant-Maids, who are always decent 
and clean, in a plain and proper Habit, which con- 
fifts of a Petticoat and Jacket of Serge, ever y Day ; 
and, perhaps, of Cloth, or a flight Silk, for Sun- 
days ; a Linen C^, clofc to their Heads, and no 
farther than their il^rs, with an Edging or Border 

of 
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of Mudin, and a Linen or Silk Handkerchief. 
The Make of this their Habit is always the fame; 
nor are they allow’d a Plait more in their Caps 
than cuftomary. Their Wages are fmall ; feldom 
or never above 40 i. and yet they are always neat, 
even at their Work ; and, when out of it, there is 
fomething in the moft of them very taking. A 
proud Minx, who like the Generality of ours, 
fhould aim^at drefling like her Miftrefs, or but at 
wearing a Gown, or Headcloaths, would not be 
futfer’d in their Houfes. Thefe Wenches, when 
married to. Handicrafts-men, Sailors, or the like, 
or when, pretending: to be fo, and their Husband 
at Sea, orelfewhere abfent, they ferve as Nurfes, 
are then allow’d two Plaits more in their Caps, or 
a Silk one over it, which is all the Difference Mar- 
riage makes in their Drefs. 

But fince I have juft mentioned Nurfes, I mufl: 
not omit mentioning the vaft Number of thefe Do- 
meftick Conveniences, which this City affords, for 
theUfeof idle and unnatural Mothers, who, for 
their own Eafe or Plealure, can deprive their Chil- 
dren of that natural Suftcnance, which the Wifdom 
of the Supream Being has ordained. for them, and 
can turn them grazing into foreign Pafture. They 
are computed to be feldom lefs than 4 or 5000 , 
and the moft, if not all of them, young Wenches, 
who have been debauch’d, arid got rid of the 
Fruits of their unlawful Pleafures, either by a na- 
tural Death, throwing them upon the Public, or, 
I fear, but too often, by violent Means. The beft 
Merchants,' and even Senators, make no Scruple of 
taking thefe Huffeys into their Houfes, and their 
being Wh— * — res is To far from being an Objec- 
tion, that they evenxhufe them preferably to ho- 
neft married Women ; and they alledge this whim* 
fical Reafon for it : ‘‘ Man and Wife (fay they) are 
frequently, if not continually, brawling and 

fcolding. 
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fcolding ; this muft of coiirfe ibdr and taint' the 
Milk, and render it unwhollfome; whereas ftolen 
Plcafures being fwcet, it is to be fup{X>s*d, that 
the Children thefe Wenches have, : arc begotten 
in the Height of Delight, and confcquently 
their Milk wholefome and nourifhing”. People 
of Fafhion are, however, generally fo cautious, 
to have their Milk, as well as their Pcrfoi>s, cxa- 
' nVm*d by a Phyfician, or, at leaft, by the Granoj' 
of, the Family ; that if they labour under any. Dif- 
cafe, it may, if poffible, be 'difeoverM* Thefe 
Wenches, when thus employed, as Nurfes, have 
hot only double the Wages they had as .Maid-Ser* 
vants, and many other Advantages, but arc fo 
pamper’d and tended, for the Sake of the Child, 
that it is no fmall Encouragement to ypungWenches, 
who arc Eyc-Witneffes of it,^ to give* way to their 
Pleafures, when they can fo much mend their Con- 
dition by it : And this undoubtedly is one Rcafon, 
why a Supply of thefe Creatures is never wanting. 
What thinK you. Sir ? is this Method, or that of 
our good Women in England^ of putingout their 
Children to Nurfe, moft eligible ? They are both 
inhuman, and, without an abfolute Ncceffity, fin- 
ful •, but I am inclin’d to pronounce for the former, 
notwichftandins; fome Inconveniences that attend 

It. 

* 

T o conclude this Letter, I (hall juft mention a 
Word or two of the Cheapnefs and Goodnefs of 
Provifions here; I think I took Notice, in a for- 
mer Letter, o( the Cheapnefs of Ei(h j but as cheap 
as it is, as good is it likewife. The Hamburgbers 
tell you, they have a different Kind of Fifli, in the 
beft of its Seafon, for every Month in the Year : 
How far this is true, 1 have not been fo nice to ob- 
lerve ; but for all Sons of Fifh, which we have in 
London^ they have them here in miKrh greater Per- 
fedion, and for a fixth Part of the Price 3 except- 
ing 


Digitized by Googie 


The German Spy. 187 

ing Mackrel, frefh Herrings, and Sprats, which 
they have not at all Salmon and Trouts, which 
they have, indeed, but as dear, or dearer than with 
us and Oyfters, which they muft have from Eng^ 
land or Holjlein: And they are fo nice in their Fifh, 
that excepting Cod and Haddock, which, the’ they 
have them very frefh, it is ifnpollible to have alive, 
the pooreft People will not buy dead Fifli. Their 
Butcher^s Meat is likewife very good, better than 
I have hflet with any*wher^ eMfe, in Germany y and 
excepting Mutton, whichds hot fo well tatted, as 
good as‘ in England, The Price is generally, one 
Soft with' another, a d^ or, at mott, 2 ^d, per 
Pound:. Tartie Fowls are-alfo very good, dnd not 
above half ‘the Price as at London -i but for wild 
Fowl and Vehlfon it is Very dear, arid the -latter 
very lean. Their Beer is very bad j but their Wine 
is fo much the better and c^aper, chiefly- 
and mote white than red v and the older it is the 
more they value it, and the greater Price is fet up-' 
on it, frphi 3 d a Quart, which is the cheapeft, to 
12 dy which is the dearcft,*at-TaVefns* As Pro-' 
yifions are- cheap, fo likewife is Day-labor, not 
above the Third of What itis with us ? and .labor- 
ing Peopte can the better afford k, as they are us*d 
to live Very fneah,' and Houfe-rem is likewife cheap,' 
Whatever clfc rhay, for- the future, occur to me^ 
with RCfpeft to the Inhabicams of this Placc^ and* 
their Way of living, 1 fhall obferve occafiOnalJyv* 
In the ttieah Time, I remain, (^c. 

* ’ ^ I » , , 1 

^ -.-p— ; ^ 

* ' • » I > » 

♦ There was formerly fuch Plenty of Salmon caught in the 
River. and it was fo very cheap, that it was thought ne« 
celTary to make a Law, to exempt Servants from being COil- 
ftrained to eat it above twice a Week i which Law is yet read,-* 
among other ancient Statutes, to the People, from' ai« Windovv- 
of the Setiat-houfe, once every, Year, but very unneceiTarily 
for few Mailer^ can now come at it twice ia a Year. 

Letter 
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Letter XXXI. 

• 4 

S I Ry Hamburg; 

E S T E R D A Y, being the Anniver- 
fary.of the Birth of our Sovereign King 
George, was celebrated here by Mr. 

fF :chy the Briiijh Envoy, with great 

Pomp and Solemnity. 1 never was better pleas’d 
with a Theatrical Performance, than 1 was with 
that giypn laft , Night, . on this Occafion, by 
that Gentleman, and prepared by his Secretary, 

Mr. L d. The Opera pitch’d upon for this 

Solemnity, was that of Julius Cafar^ in Egypt^ of 
which I gave you an Account in a former Letter i 
but it . was introduced and concluded with two mag- , 
nificent feparate Drama’s, compos’d for this ?ur- 
poie, entitled, l!beJoy mi Happinefs cf Britifli 
Nation, in a Mufical Prologue and Epilogue, ac- 
companied with Illuminations and Fire-works. 
The whole Houfe was, upon this Occafion, illumi- 
nated and adorn’d in a beautiful Manner f with Lu- 
ftre’s, anda vaft Number, of Glafs-Sconcesi with 
WaxXandles. The Orcheftre was provided with 
a better Concert of inftrumental Mu.fipk than ordi- 
nary, and in two Balconies over each End of it, 
were two Choirs of Trumpets, Horns and 

Kettle-Drums. As loon as Mr. W ch and his 

Guefls entered the Houfe, they were faluted with 
a pompous Martial Symphony, which continued 
till evcry. one was conveniently feated }• when the 
Curtain drew up leifiirely under a Ibfter Symphony 
of Flutes and Violinsi and dHcover’d the mod 
, , . noble 
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noble and beautiful Profpeft I ever faw on any 
Stage. The Whole Theatre was illuminated witH*’ 
feveral Thoufands of Lamps, difpos’d, however, 
in fuch Manner, behind tranfparent Scenes, that 
none of them were to be feen, and yet the Light 
they gave was extreamly penetrating by Reafon of. 
their great Number. 

The Fore-part of the Stage was defignM to 
reprefent a large Court before the Temple ot Mars^ 
with the Temple in View, open and nnely illumi- 
nated. On each Side of the Front were two fine' 
Thrones, on which were placed two Singers re- 
prefeniing Mars and Minerva. Beyond ihefe, in 
Perfpedive, was a double Row of Columns, 
wreathed with Branches of Laurels and Olives. 
Before thefc were 12 Pedeftals, and upon each a 
tranfparent Efcutcheon, adornM with Trophies, 
in which were 12 Emblematic Reprefentations, 
deferibing 12 Attributes, alcrib’d to the Kings 
of Great Britain. 

The Columns fiipported fix threefold trium- 
phant Arches, tranfparent, adorn’d with Foliage, 
of fundry Colors, interfpers’d with -proper Em- 
blems, Mottoes and Devices, in Honor to hisMa- 
jefty’s facred Perfon, and moft illuftrious^oufe. . 

Between the Pillars were ereded 10 Thrones,- 
in Niches, adorn’d with Feftoons and Flowers, 
upon which fat 10 Nymphs (who fung* in the 
Chorufes ) reprefenting 10 Bleflings, which his 
Majefty’s Dominions enjoy under his happy. Ad- 
ininiftration, viz. Moderation^ Tranquility Liberty^ 
Concord^ JuJlicCy Toleration ^ Plenty ^ Security .t Con^ 
tent^ Joy. Each of thefe Nymphs had a Repre- 
fentation of her Adverfary, bound in Chains, at 
her Feet, viz. Tyranny.^ Civil Broils^ Captivity^ 
Difeord^ Injufticey Perfecution^ Want^ Incertitude^ 
Dejpair and Sorrow : And over each Nich was 
placed a proper Emblem, with a Motto, 

U In 
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I H the Middle of' the Sta^, under the trium- 
phal Arches, were Gx tranfparent Columns, adorn’d 
with Foliagie and Flowers, in the Middle of which 
were Gx Ovals, and in them the following Words : 
F,rarogaAva Corona^ Privil^ium Procerum, Liber- 
tas Populi. The Columns were joined by a Chain 
. of 32 Links, each containing a Letter, and to- 
gether forming the following Inicription : Ex bis 
tribus Vinculum iniSffolubile. Before thefe Columns 
were a Lion and Unicorn, fupporting the two Ini- 
tial Letters of his Majefty’s Name, injCyphers; and 
.upon the Columns reft^ three tranfparent Arches, 
containing Chront^rammatic Infcriptions. ' 

. In. the Center, under the fartheft Arch, was 
ereded, on a Pe^ftal of white Marble, a gilt 
Statue of his Maiefty, as large as Life, in his 
l^yal Robes, adorn’d^ with the EnGgns of the 
moft noble Order of the Garter, having the Im- 
perial Crown, of Great Brittun on his Head, and, 
the Scepter and Globe in his Hands. On the 
Pefteftsl' was a proper Infcription. i 

. At the Foot of the Pedeftal, on a fmall Ele- 
vation, fat a Singer, repreienting Great Britain^ 
and, on each Side of her, four others, reprefent- 
ing France, Ireland, Hannover and America, in 
pn^r Habits, 

Behind all this were reprefented the Entrance 
into the Temple, thro* two magniGcent Porches, 
and the whole Temple.Gnely illuminated. 

- The Performers in the Dmmmi were thole al- 
ready mention’d, together with. the Goddels of 
Peace, and the feveral Choruies attending them. 

After this MuGcal Prologtie, was peiform’d the 
Opera ol Julius Cafar iciEgypt'^ and, after the Opera, 
we were alfo entertain’d with a MuGcal Epilogue. 

' The Stage, in the Epilogue, reprefented a plear 
fant Profjpeft in the County of Oxford, where the 
River IJis falls into the Thame, and both together 

iorm 
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fofm the famous River Tbdmijis or Thames. At a 
Diftance was diicovefed a large Arch, finely illu* 
minated, thto’ which appeared the Gonnux of 
thefe two Rivers. 

On each Side of the Arch, between the Coliunns, 
were two tranfparent Niches, in which were Fi- 
gures, rcprefcnting thefe two Rivers \ and above,- 
on the Cornilb, two more, rcprefcnting Trade and 
Wealth. 

Under the' Arch, were the Arms of the City 
of Lohdon, in the ^nter, and, on each Side, 
thofe of the twelve principal Companies,- in their 
proper Colors, -with a Latin Inlcription tuider 
them. 

■ The PCrfons' of the Dramma, were Neptune^ 
/Solus, the Thames, with the fcveral Chorufcs at- 
tending them', atid' as well in the Epilogue as the 
Prologue, was a- great Variety of fplendid Dances. 

At the Conclufion of the Epilogue, the Fore-' 
part of thcStage'was fuddenly darken’d, the Conflux’ 
of the two Rivers difappcai'd, and ihftead thereof 
was difeover’d, thro’ the Arch, the "Kwa Thames,' 
in its Courfc thro* the City of London, with » 
beautiful Profpeft of that City by Moon-light ;' 
in the Nature of the Theatre of the World, fhewn ak' 
London’, but-infinitely larger. On the River lay fix’ 
f* Ships at Anchor, with Colors difplay*d and Pen- 
dants flying, in the Form of a'HalhMoon. In' 
the Middle of this Half-Moon, was plac’d the Fire- 
work, on fbndry Pontons, likewife in the Forin of 
a Half- Moon, and in the following Order: 

At the two Corners, were plac’d two Columns;' 
. with Crowns'on them : "W ithin thefe, two Pyramids, 

I form’d of Stars, with two radiant Suns on the Top; 
and in the* h^iddle of them the Letters G. R. and 
irt’the Pedeftals- A nno 1727. Within thefe, on 
two Pedeftals, were two of the Royal Grenadiers 
ftanding Sentry, on each Side of the two Initial 
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Letters, of his Majefty’s Name, G. L. in a Cy- 
pher, with a Crown over them, which were plac’d 
in the Center, (upported by the Lion and Unicorn: 
And between thefe Figures, fomeching elevated, 
were the Letters V 1 V A T. 

Thi Fire- work was introduced by a fine Mar- . 
lhal Symphony, accompanied with I'rumpcts, 
French Horns, and Kettle Drums, which was. 
follow’d by the Dilcharge of 45 Cannon from the, 
Ships and Shoar. After this, all Sorts of artificial 
Fire was pump’d out of the T ops of the Crowns 
on the Columns. Then the Stars of the Pyramids, 
and radiant Suns on the Top of them burnt in 
white Fire, and the Letters in the Suns, 'and the 
Pedeftal of the Pyramids in blue. After this, 
Neptune rofe out of the Water, and, with his 
blazing Trident, fet Fire to the King’s Cypher 
and Crown, with the V I V AT, which burnt the 
firft in blue, and the lad; in white Fire *, and, at 
the fame Time, all Sorts of artificial Fire, Pea- 
cocks- tails, and the like, were play’d and fill’d 
the Air: And to conclude, a great Number of 
Rockets, and Fire-balls, proceeded from the Tops 
of the Grenadier’s Caps: The Martial Symphony 
continuing all the while. The Curtain was no 
iboner drop’d, than all the Doors, Windows and 
Twilights of the Stage, were immediately thrown 
open to carry off the Smoak, which, by that 
Means, did not in the lealt offend the Audience. 

These Pieces were continued for four fucceflive 
Days, and met with the Applaufe they juflly de- 
lerv’d : But this I mull beg Leave to obferve, that 

tho’ my Friend, Mr. L <i, has, upon this 

Occafion, Ihewn a great Fertility of Invention, 
yet it borders too much on that falfe Wit fb beau- 
tifully deferib’d by Mr. Addifony in the firft Vo- 
lume of the SpeStatorSy and abounds too much in 

Chrono- 
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Chronograms and the like * : So likewife hts Ar* 
chicefture, tho* very beautiful, has a little too much 
of the Gotinck in it, I mean of the Extravagances 
of an irregular Fancy f. 

This Entertainment being over, I was carried, 
by an Acquaintance, to drink a Glafs of Wine; 
at a Tavern where there is the largeft Calk in 
this City, containing upwards of a Hundred Hogf* 
lieads. We found it filfd with old French White* 
Wine, a Liquor very much in Efteem; and, 
indeed, excepting Rbenijh or Old Hock, almoft 
the only Wine drank here: For you feldom meet 
with Red Wine, except in the Houfes of the 
French or Englijh : And this old French White- 
Wine is valued, and a Price fet upon it, according 
to its Age. We drank three or four Pint-Rummers 
(landing at the Head of the Cafk, during which 
I took Notice of a more than ordinary Noife, as 
of Men quarrelling in their Cups ; but, at the lame 
Time, accompanied with an almoft inceflant 
Laughing, which appeared to be in the fame 
Apartment, and at no great Diftance. Thcfe in- 
coherent Sounds feeming to proceed from one and 
the fame Company, put me upon enquiring into 
the Meaning of them. My Friend told me, fmil- 
ing, that, in an adjacent Room, there met, every 


* Thij Cenfure of the Author’s is, beyond all Difputc, very 
juft, but then he Ihould have confider’d, that thefe Inventions 
were for the Entertainment of Germans^ who are far from 
thinking them Falfe Wit. 

't' Here 1 muft beg Leave to diftent from our Author : The 
Architedlure was not, indeed, perfectly modern, and it would 
have been lidiculoos if it had ; as the Reprefentation was 
that of an ancient Heathen Temple. If the Author, who 
ever he be, will give himfelf the Trouble of looking into the 
Volume 1 have publifh’d of Theatrical Reprefentations of my 
Invention, he may perhaps find I am not quite a Stranger to 
modern Architedure, 

t) 3 Night, 
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Night, the oddeft'Set of Mortals that ever came 
togctlw pver a Bottle j that their whole Converfa- 
tion and Diverfion confifted in railing at and vi- 
lifying one another, with the moft vulgar Ex- 
prefiions the Invention of the moft abandon’d 
mob could produce, and he who excell’d, and 
Was moft ready in fuch foul-mouth’d Language, 
was the Hero of the Night. As this feem’d 
to me, to be the moft finguiar of all the ex- 
traordinary Clubs I had ever heard of, I was 
curious to be an Eye or rather an Ear-Witnefe 
pf this polite Converlarion j and the Room, where 
this genteel Company affcmbled, being a public 
Room, we order’d a Quart Rummer of Wine 
to be brought us into the fame Apartment. We 
found the greateft Part of the Society was already 
departed 5 but the eight or ten Members, who 
were yet remaining, made a Clamor that might 
have pafs’d for a Hundred, and were too intent 
on their Diverfion, to take any Notice of our 
coiping in. They feem’d to be Artificers or 
Tr^efmcn, who met to wafh away the Cares 
and l^abor of the Day in a merry Glafe j but fure 
never was Mirth fo extravagant. Tho* their Num- 
ber was now fmall, yet there was more Noife and 
Confufion among them than at a Bear-Garden, . ^nd 
more vile and fhocking Difeourfe, than I ever 
heard at Billingjgate, Every vulgar Expreffion 
was accompanied with a Horfe-Laugh of the whole 
Company, and the more filthy the Difeourfe hap- 
pen’d to be, the greater was the Merriment You 

^ Curiofity once led me into this very Society ; and I muft 
confefs, in all the Courfe of my Life, I never heard fo much 
Lewdn^, Turpitude and Obfeenity proceed from the Mouth 
of Man, as in the ihort^Time I was among them : But what is 
moft ihocking, this Society was fer from conftfting of Men 
of fo mean Stations of Life as our Aathor fappoies ; there 
.were many among them of great Subftance and Reputation ; 
and, among the Reft, the Mafter of the Houfe, a rigid 
fian^ who would give Place to none, in this Kind of Hcroifm. 

may 
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may imagine, I was foon weary of thcfe difliar- 
monious Sounds, after having fpent the former Part 
of the Evening amidft the very Reverfe of them* 
1 therefore took my Leave of my Friend as loon 
as I could with Decency, and retired to my Lodg« 
ings, where the Refleftions I could not forbear 
making on the unhappy State of that Part ox 
Mankind, who can, in fo extraordinary a Manner^ 
debafe the Image of their Creator, fo dilcomposM 
my Mind, that I could hardly get a Wink of 
quiet Sleep the whole Night. I am, however, 
fleeping or waking, 



Letter XXXIL 

SIR , Hamburg.. 

H WA S inform’d, fome Time fince, of 
a very whimfical Affembly in this Town,- 
which is frequented by Perfons of the 
greateft Diftindtion I mean at the toilet 
^ an ancient Lady of Q^lity. You may re> 
number, it was fome Y»rs ago the Falhion for 
^dies to receive Vifits in Bed : However, I be- 
<ieve thofe Compliments were not often paid t6 
Ladies of 6o Years of Age or upwards. But for 
the foilet, the fecret Tranj&£fions of it are and 
^ht to be held as &cred as the Cabinet of a prhne 
Minifter of State. Had fome celebrated Beauty, 
condefce'nded to have difplay’d her Charma 
in fo open a Manner, I fliould not fo n^Kb have 
wot^er*d if. the Beau Mmde had rcTorted thither, 
to ftaft their Eyes at fo delicious a BanqiKt : But 
what Pleafure the Male-Sex couldjiavc ia viewing - 

U 4 a Lady 
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a Lady not far (hort of her grand Climafleric, in 
the Adfion of vainly attempting to repair the 
Ruins of Time, I could not conceive. I was, there- 
fore, impatient to fee this grand Curiolity ; and 
having defired a Friend to introduce me, was yefter- 
day carried to this extraordinary Aflembly. The 
Lady I mean, is the old Countefs V~—n — t, who 
lives in one of the fineft, beft built, and beft fur- 
nilh’d Houfes in this City, and this Aflembly is 
held for an Hour or two before Dinner. We were 
carried into her Lady Ihip’s Dreffing-^oom, which 
we found almoft fill’d with Perfons of Quality, and 
I obftrved fome foreign Minifters among them, 
who, I Ihould have thought, might have pafs’d 
their Time better. The Gentlemen were all fland- 
ing, and had form’d a Sort of Ring round the 
Lady’s Toikty where Ihe was fiting on a low- 
back’d Elbow-Chair, bare-headed, with her Gentle- 
woman behind her, combing her grey Locks, 
whilft Ihe was cleanfing the few Teeth fhe had left, 
and between whiles dilcourfing with the Cotnpany. 
As I could find nothing in this that cdulcT give 
great Delight to the Eye, I flatter’d mylelf, that 
by geting towards the Front of the Ring, 1 
Ihould not fail of. meeting with fome Entertain- 
ment for the Mind •, for I had. been inform’d, it 
was the Lady’s Wit and Underftanding that had 
gain’d her fo many Admirers. I found the Lan- 
guage an odd CompoGtion of German and French, 
K>metimes indeed f^ken alternatively ; but oftner 
interwoven. While I was at fome Diftance, I 
would have fworn by the. Airs, the Smiles and 
Mirth, . that every Compliment which pafs’d muff 
be refin’d to Sublimity, and every Jeft, Wit An- 
gelical : But when I came within hearing, good 
G — d, what Stuff! Hang me, if I have not heard 
Port«-s and Filh- wives talk better Senie,. and break 
Jefls infinitely more touching. 1 was loon as im- 
patient- 
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patient to be going, as I had been before to fee 
this Affcmbly ; but as I found my Friend would 
not be the firft-, nor did I care to appear Angular ; 
I therefore bethought myfelf of a Stratagem to 
break up the Company. I remember’d I had 
fome of my learned Friend’s Univerfal Snuff, for 
refrefhing the Memory, in my Pocket ; and pul- 
ling out my Box, offer’d a Pinch of it to the 
Gentleman who flood next to me •, and he, for 
the Singularity of it, offer’d it to the Lady. She 
had fcarce clear’d her Fingers of the Pinch fhe 
had taken, before it began to work moft Effica- 
cioufly : Her Loquacity began to abate •, a gloomy 
Penfivenefs fat on her Brow, and the Vapors feiz’d 
her Lady (hip in fo violent a Manner, that fhe was 
oblig’d to retire, and of Courfe the Company 
broke up. The Symptoms were fo extraordinary, 
that every Body was apprehenfive of the Confe- 
quences ; but happening to take a few Drops of 
the Water of Letbe^ her Recovery was as fudden 
as the Fit, and the Lady was in a Condition to 
fee Company again the fame Evening. 

Going from this whimfical Affcmbly towards 
the Exchange, I obferv’d a great Concourfe of 
People flocking into the Town -Hall, which is 
near it, and, upon Enquiry, found it was to fee 
the Ceremony of pronouncing Sentence of Death 
perform’d on a Malcfadtor, who had been guilty 
of a very barbarous Murder. As there is Tome- 
thing very Angular in this Ceremony, as well as 
in the Execution of it afterwards, a Relation thereof 
may not be unacceptable to you. When I came 
into the Town Hall, I found the whole Senat fit- 
ing, in a Sort of fquare Tribunal, in their Habit 
of State. This Habit is fo very extrordinary, 
that I fhould And it difficult to clefcribe it to you, 
fo as to be underftood. To give you, however, 
a Sketch of this whimfical Drefs, it confifts of a 

Sort 
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Sore of Tabard or loofe Coat (hanging over a 
comnnon Suit of black Cloaths) with (hort Sleeves, 
and reaching to the Calves of their Legs. This 
upper Garment, whkh confifts of a Mixture of 
Silk and Velvet, adorn’d with monftrous large 
Tuffts, all black, is of the moft odd Shape and 
Make of any Thing I ever faw. The Facings, 
which are at leaft fix Inches broad, I obferv’d 
to be of Sattin, in the Habit of a Senator, and 
of a dark brown Fur, in that of a Burghermaftcr. 
They all wear Ruffs of a monftrous Size, and 
large high crown’d Hats of Velvet/ likewife of a 
very Angular Form, and the whole very heavy and 
cumberfom •, and yet, with this fweltering Drei^ 
they are always ^rthen’d, when upon Bufinefs, 
which is daily of one Sort or other, and at Fune- 
rals. But to return 5 The Senat being feated, all 
cover’d, but the pwefiding Burghermauer, and the 
Prifoner brought into Q>urt, his whole Procefs 
was read over to him, and then the Sentence pro- 
nounc’d ; which was to have the Flefh torn off 
his Arms with red hot Pincers, and then to be 
broke, not oh, but with the Wheel, alive. During 
the Ceremony, I obferved fcveral of the Senators 
had a Sort of Fan in their Hands made of Feathers^ 
fuch as they ufe here to blow Fires with inftead of 
Bellows. Upon afldng a Perfon who ftood near 
me, what was the Meaning of it, I was told it 
was the Remains of Popijh Superftition. It was 
fuppos’d, that fuch notorious Malefaftors were pofl 
J'ei's’d with a Devil, who, when the Sentence was 
pronounc’d, having perform’d his Part, left him, 
and thefe Fans, which I fuppofe were dip’d in 
Peter*s univerfal Pickle, were a Sort of defenfive 
Weapons to fecurc their Worfhips from any Infulc 
from his D — If- — p *, and the fame Perfon fhewed 
me a fquare Trap Door in the Ceiling, thro’ which » 
being open’d upon thefe Occafions, he was fup- 
pos’d 
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pos’d to make his Exit. Whether any fuch idle 
Story did ever prevail among the Vulgar, in thofe 
Days of Ignorance, or whether that Perfon endea- 
vor’d to impofe on niy Credulity, I leave undeter- 
min’d ; but I give it you as it was told me. The 
Day for pronouncing Sentence on Malefaftors, for 
capital Crimes, is here always on a Friday^ and 
Execution is on the Monday following. 

I HAD the Curiofity to go the next Day to fee 
the Prifoncr, in the common Piifon, which is here 
the Hangman’s Houfe •, and was pleas’d to find, 
that thefe unhappy Wretches (tho’ the Punilhment 
they fuffer is more adequate to the Atrocity of their 
Crimes, than with us) are, ’till the melancholy Hour 
comes, treated with more Humanity. Before Sen- 
tence, they are chain’d to an oblongTable, in a lower 
Room of the Prifon, and particular Care is taken 
that they behave with Decency. At Night, they 
are carried up Stairs, where they are chain’d to 
the Floor, with Straw to ly on, and the Hang- 
man is allow’d four Marks (or about 5 s. 4^.) a 
Week, for the Maintenance of each Prifoncr. 
But they have no fooner receiv’d Sentence, than 
inftead of being thrown into a noifom Dungeon, 
as is the inhuman Method with us, they are car- 
ried into a handfom upper Room, where they are 
allow’d a good Bed, and all reafonable Comforts 
in Eating and Drinking ; and from this Time, 
they are conftantly attended by an ablo Minifter," 
which Duty every Clergy- man who has\ Living 
in this City, is oblig’d to perform by Rotation. 
However, the Clergy have introduced this Cruelty, 
that if the Convift happen to be a Roman Catholic^ 
Calvinift or Jew% he is not allow’d to prepare for 
Heaven, in the Way he has been educated •, but is 
conftantly harrafs’d by the Lutheran Priefts, in 
Hopes of making a Convert of him. 


Being 
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Being, upon this Occafion, as a Stranger, 
fbewn the whole Houfe, I obferv*d the Hangman^s 
Apartments handfonily furnilh^d, his Wife and 
Children decently drefs’d, and the Man himfelf 
a clever, genteel, well-behaved Fellow : This put 
me upon enquiring what might be the Revenue 
and Perquifites ot a Hangman (Scharfrichter^ or 
Severe Judge ^ for that is his Title) in this Place \ 
and 1 was told, tho* the Office is in fome Meafure 
reckon’d fcandalous, the Income is confiderable, 
and, befides the Salary, ariles from the following 
Perquifites: i. As I Ikid before, he is allow’d 
four Marks per Week, for the boarding of every 
Prifoner; and 2. the lame Sum for each Prifoner, 
every Time he is carried up to his Trial, which 
is generally four or five Times. 3. One Mark 
for every Execution, of whatever Kind, whether 
Whiping, Hanging, Beheading, fcfr. 4. Two 
Pence for every Pcrfon who comes to fee the Pri- 
fon and Prifoners, and four Pence after a Condem- 
nation ; which, as the Curiofity of the Vulgar here 
is in&tiable, raifes a large Sum, the Houfe being 
almoft continually full on thefe Occafions. 5. The 
Hangman is T— m-t— dman general of the whole 
City. 6. He has the Privilege, that all dead 
Horfes, Cattle, and other dead Beafts mufl be 
carried out of the City, by his Servants, for which, 
befides the Hides, he is in Right to demand a 
Fee of a Dollar for a Horfe, and fo in Proportion : 
And if any prefume to throw put, bury, or other- 
wife convey away, but a Dog or a Cat without his. 
Knowledge, and Satisfadtion given him, he has 
Power to fet his Cart at their Door, and let it 
remain there ’till they have compounded with him. 
7. Every other Year, his Servants, who, for that 
End, go daily thro* the Streets with great Clubs, 
have Power, during the Dog-Days, to knock aH 
the Dogs on the Head they meet with, that have 

not 
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TOC their Matter’s Ticket round their Necks, which 
fiiuft be purchas’d at four Pence each : 8. And ia 
the cnluing Year, he is in Right to demand a 
Piece of Mony, which is generally an Halfpenny 
or a Penny of every Houfe in the City, and in 
Cafe of Refufal has Power to break a Pane of 
Glafs. Judge you, Sir, what all thde Pcrqui- 
fkes, in lb great a City as Hamburg (which is laid 
to contain 30,000 Houfes) muft amount to. With 
this, he is reputed a very good Surgeon, and in Cafes 
of Diflocations and Fradtures is employ’d preferable 
to any other. The very Superftition and F-oJly of 
the Vulgar adminifter to his Advantage: The 
Blood of Perfons beheaded ; a certain Mols growing 
on the Head of Wretches who have hung fomc 
Months on the Gallows •, nay the Birchen Rods, 
with which a Criminal has been whipt, arc fondly 
believed to be Sovereign Remedies in certain Cafes, 
and purchas’d at a dear Rate. A Knife, Sword, 
or any other Inftrument, with which a Pcrfon has 
been murder’d, put into the Hands of a Woman 
in Labor, gives a fpeedy Delivery : The Fat of 
Dogs, us’d as a Pomade, is an excellent Preferva- 
tive of the Skin, and as fuch purchas’d by Ladies 
of the beft Diftindlion ,at an ejttfavagant Race, 
with 20 more fuch egregious Follies, which bring, 
daily Grift to his Mill. 

Having feen all the upper Part of this Prifon, I 
was carried to fee the Place and Inftrumenrs of Tor- 
ture, which are in the Cellar. By their Laws, in cri- 
minal Cafes, no Man is punifhable here, without a 
Self Confeflion *, but to extort this ConfelTion, they 
have five Degrees of Torture, which are applied, 
one after the other, in Proportion to the Strength 
of the Evidence, in Support of the Accufuion, 
If there be no diredl Proof, they proceed no far- 
ther than the firft Degree, or, as they calJi it, the 
Territion ; when the Perfon accus’d is carried into- 
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the Place of Torture, ftript, and the Executioner, 
in a Readinefi to perform the Office, with the In- 
ftruments of Torture, ffiewn him ; if this have 
no Effect, and no farther Proof appears, he is clear’d. 
If there be fome direft Proof to any Part of the 
Faft laid in the Accufation, attended with pro- 
bable Circumftances, they proceed to the leeond, 
third or fourth Degree, according to the Weight 
thereof, begining always with the loweft ; but 
they never go lo far as the laft Degree, unlefs 
the Fad: be clearly and inconreftably made out. 
This laft Degree of Torture being very Angular, 
I (hall give you a Defcription of it. They call it 
the Pein-Banck (or Bench of Pain) and the Man- 
ner is this : At one End of the Cellar is a Sort of 
Bench or Table, Hoping downwards^ about lo 
Foot long, and two and a half br6ad : The Pri- 
foncr, after having before undergone the other 
Degrees of Torture, being ftript naked to the 
Waift, is laid on this Table, on his Back, and 
his Feet ftrap*d down to the two lower Corners 
of it. His Arms being tied behind him, with 
a Rope round his Wrifts, are, by Means of a 
Pully at the upper End of the Table, drawn up, 
in fuch Manner as to diflocate the Shoulder Bones, 
and turn them quite round, to ftrctch the Body be- 
yond its ufual Length. In the mean Time, an 
fnftrumcnt, which they call the Gefpickte Hafe 
(or Larded Hare) being an Iron Roll as long as 
the Breadth of the Table, and about two Inches 
Diameter, the Surface of which is full of Iron 
Spikes, about the third of an Inch long, is plac’d 
under the fmall of his Back, and as the Weight of 
his Body forces thofe Spikes, that are uppermoft, 
into him, fo every Twitch of the Pully removes 
it higher, and fixes other Spikes into his Back, 
^till, in the End, it comes up to his Shoulder- 
Bones : And as if all this was not fufficient Tor- 
ture, 
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twre, the Executioner Hands by the Side of the 
poor Wretch, with a Pot of melted Brimfton^ 
which, by Means of a Bundle of Qyills, with die 
Feathers on, he is continually fprinkling on his Belly ^ 
Breafts and Arms. What think you. Sir, oi this 
Inhumanity? Is it poffible, that the Hopes of pre- 
ferving a mifcrable Lite, fhould enable a Perfon to 
endure fuch exquifite Pain for five or fix Hours 
together ; that being the Time ufually employ’d 
in going thro’ all the Degrees of Torture ? I am 
told it is, and that there have been Inftances of 
Perfons who have endur’d them all, and efcap’d 
with Life. They tell you, as fomething remark- 
able, that two of. their Magiftrates, who, about 
the Year 1682, invented this laft Degree of Tor- 
ture, were the firft who experienc’d it : For having 
confpir’d to deliver the City into the Hands of 
the King of Denmark^ the Plot was difeover’d^ 
and the two Ring-Leaders being brought to a 
Confeffion; by the fame cruel Argument they had- 
invented for others, paid for their Treachery, with 
their Heads. The interlocutory Sentence, by which 
a Prifoner is adjudg’d to Torture, is only general 
but the Degree is lock’d up in the Breaft of the 
Judges, who are always prefent, fiting, with a 
Clerk to take down the Confeffion in Writing, ac 
a Table with a Curtain drawn round it, fo that thev 
can hear and fpeak to the fuffering Wretch, without 
being Eye-Witncfifes of this Cruelty *, and can mi- 
tigate or extend it, according to the Strength, or 
other Circumftances of the Patient. 

But to return to the Malefaftor I firft. men- 
tion’d ; I had the Curiofity, for once' to fee fo 
(hocking a Sight as his. Execution. On the Mm- 
day following his Sentence^ at Noon, he was brought 
out of the-Prilbn,. attended by two Minifters, one 
on each Side of him 5 and was plac’d in a Cart, 
fiting on a. Bench, with, his Hands tied to each 

Side 
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Side of it, and the Inftruments, with which he had 
commited the Murder, hanging about his Neck. At 
the fame Time, an iron Pan, with burning^Charcoal, 
and a Pair of monftrous large Iron Pincers in it, were 
put in the Cart ; and the Cloaths and Shirt being 
torn off the Prifoner^s right Arm, the Executioner 
ftizM it above the Elbow, with the red hot Pincers, 
and, as I apprehended, tore the Piece off; for, not- 
withffanding the Wound was cauterizM, with the 
red hot Iron, Blood iffued plentifully from it. The 
Place where the Murder was commited being not 
far from the Prifon, the Cart was drove thither, 
and there the Prifoner fuffer’d the fame in his left 
Arm. In this mangled Condition, he was carried 
to the Place of Execution, which is about half a 
Mile without theTown, in the Suburb of Si,George*s\ 
a large high artificial Mount, with a broad Moat 
round it, and a Draw-Bridge 5 and fituate in fuch 
a Manner, that the Execution may be feen at a 
great Diftance. The Slownefs of the Proceflion, 
thro* an incredible Crowd, and the Diftance, made 
it a good Hour before the Prifoner came to the 
fatal Place, the two Minifters walking all the 
Way, on each Side of the Cart, praying for and 
exhorting him ; a true Slavery, which our eafy 
Priefts here would hardly be brought to comply 
with. The Cart being come to the Foot of the 
Bridge, the Prifoner was led between the two Mi- 
nifters to the Top of the Mount, where, after a 
very fhort Preparation, he was ftript to the Waift, 
and laid on his Back, on a Sort of a wooden Frame, 
raised about a Foot and a half above the Ground, 
in fuch a Manner, that his Arms and Legs lay 
hollow. The Executioner then, with a wooden 
Cart-wheel, firft broke his Legs and Arms, then the 
Body being turn*d, gave him three Strokes with 
the Wheel, on the Neck, and being again turn’d, 
three more on the Breaft, which difpatch*d him. 

• When 
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When the Crime is not attended with very bar- 
barous Circumftances, they begin with thele Coups 
de Grace , or Blows on the Neck and Breaft, and 
the Criminal is ftrangled at the fame Time. The 
Body, mangled in this terrible Manner, was then 
thrown into the Qart again,, and carried to the 
Gallows, which is about half a Mile farther, be- 
yond the Outworks of the Town, and there chained 
upon a Wheel rais’d to the* Top of a Port about 
twelve Foot high, tO; remain a public Spectacle, 
among many others, who had luff'er’d the fame 
ignominious Death. 

And here I could not without fome Concern 
, obferve the ridiculous Curiofity of People of the 
belt Fafhion in this Country, I found, when I 
came to the Place of Execution, a vaift Concourfe 
of People, as is ufual, indeed, every where, on 
thefe Occafions : But I was furpriz’d to fee among 
them great Numbers of Perfons of the fir ft Di- 
ftidlion, and more Ladies than Gentlemen, in their 
own Coaches, I believe I may fay fome Hundreds : 
And I am inform’d, it is not, as it was vvith me, 
a Matter of Curiofity for once only *, but that you 
may fee the fame Perfons, at almoft cxery Execu- 
tion, feafting their Eyes with the fame horrid Spec- 
tacle over and over again (an Amulement I think 
not very becoming the lair Sex, and Perfons from 
whom one might expeft a more delicate and refin’d 
Tafte) and making the Circumftances of fuch a 
doleful Scene, the Subjedl of their Difeourfe in all 
Aflemblics, for many Days afterwards.: The De^ 
fign (and a very commendable one it is) pf public 
Punifiiment, is public Example j but furc Perfons 
who have. had .the Advantage of a liberal Educa- 
tion, and either have or ought to have the Principles 
of Virtue deeply rooted in them trorn their Infancy, 
can’t be fuppos’d to ftand in Need of) fuch public 
Admonition. But there was one Circumftancc, in 

X the 
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the Conclufion of this Tragedy, which, as much 
as it had funk my Spirits, I could not but look 
upon as ludicrous. When the mangled Body of 
the Malefaftor. was thrown into the Cart, to be 
conveyed to the Place where it was to remain ex- 
pos’d) what driving was there not among the 
Coaches, which (hould- get neared to attend it 5 
and as they were oblig’d -to pafs a narrow Gate- 
way, where but one. Coach could go abreaft, it 
made a Proceflion ot a larger Number of Coaches 
than I remember ever to- have feen attend the 
Corpfe of Perfons of the higheft Quality to their 
Graves. 

This melancholy Sight put me upon reflefting 
on the Difference between our Executions in Eng- 
land, and thefe here, and tho’ the latter are attended 
v;ith fuch Ihocking Circumftances ; yet as the Pu- 
nilhmcnt is more adequate to the Crime, I think it 
certainly better anfwcrs- the Delign of it, as well 
with Regard to the Perfon fuffering* as the Spec- ’ 
tators. To fee a Perfon,* who has been guilty of 
a Murder, attended, perhaps, with all the cruel 
Circumdances Barbarity could invent, fuffer no 
greater Punifhment, than a poor Rogue who has 
ftolen the Value of a few Shillings only, to keep 
him, perhaps, from ftarving, feems to cad fuch 
a Slur upon Judice, and to argue fuch a Deficiency 
in our Laws, as I cannot think on without Con- 
cern. The Manner of our public Executions defeat 
the very Intent of them : The Lownefs ot our Gal- 
lows, or Gibbets, and the Method of drawing the 
Cart from under the Malefaftors, by which they drop 
with thcir'Feet within two Foot of the Ground, de- 
prives bine in ten of the Perfons for whofe Example 
the Elxccution is defign’dv from feing any Thing 
of it: The Indecencies that arc commiicd, even 
under the* Gallows, turns the whole, indead of 
a folcmn AQ: of Juftice, into a mere Farce 5 and 
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the Perfons who fuffer make fo eafy a Step out of 
this World into the next, that thefc Examples ra- 
ther ferve to encourage than to deter People of 
defperatc Fortunes, and little or no Principles or 
Education : W retches who look no farther than 
the prefent Moment, *till it is too late j who have 
no farther Care than to live well, according to 
their Notions of living , or at Jeaft merrily ; 
and when the Hands of Juftice puts a Stop to the 
Carrier Of their Wickednefs, to be cafed of their 
Miferies at the Expence of a gentle Swing. But I 
am walking in a Path I have no right to, and there- 
fore fhall ftop fhort to affure you of my being as 
ever, 



Letter XXXIII. 



I Ry Hamburg.. 

M O N G other Rarititrs in my learned 
Friend’s Houfe in the Coximry, I w^s 
highly delighted with his Collection pf 
Pictures •> which difeover as well his Judg- 
ment in Paintings as his Skill in Jcivention y to 
which latter they are moft of them owing, for a 
Quality not always, nor indeed often, found in 
the belt Pieces of Painting : I mean, that, at the 
fame Tirtie they delight the Eye,, with tlw .Maf- 
tery of dead Art, they pleafc and-. rnftruCi the 
Mind, by a lively and fymbolical Repfefentatiop 
of fome Virtue or Vice j of the Nature of Which, 
they imprint in us a ftronger Idea, than any Con. 
ception we can have pf them from the moft ele- 
gant Defeription in Words. An Account of fomc 
tew of them may not be unacceptable to you. 

X 2 In 
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In the Hall, oppofite the Entrance into the 
Houle, on each Side of the folding Doors, lead- 
ing into the circular Apartment, are two very large 
Pieces of Painting, of the lame Size, anfwering 
one another, and containing feveral Figures as big 
as Life. In that, on the right Hand, is reprefented, 
fiting on a magnificent triumphal Char, adorn’d with 
looking Glalles, and cover’d with a Canopy of Cloth 
of Gold, Poofua, the Confort of a Chinefe Emperor, 
call’d Teu Vam^ cloath’d in the richell and moft 
pompous Apparel. The greateft and almoft only 
Delight this Princels had, was in hearing the 
rulhing Noife made by the tearing of Silks and 
other coftly Stufis *, and in gratifying this Pleafure 
ihe expended feveral Millions during her Reign. 
She is reprelented in the very Adion of tearing 
in Pieces a coftly Piece of Velvet ; at her Feet 
ly the Spoils of her Labor, and on her left Shoulder, 
Ine has a Cameleon. The Horfes of her Char, 
richly caparifon’d, are led by Pride, on the one 
Side, adorn’d with Peacocks Feathers j and Va- 
nity on the other Side, with a Bubble in her left 
Hand ; but Envy, with a long leathern Bridle, be- 
hind the Char, keeps it back, with all her Might. 
Under the Char lies a great Heap of old-falhion’d 
Cloaths, ftiff-bodied Gowns, Fardingals, high- 
crown’d Hats, and the like. At her Feet lies a 
great empty Bag, which two Figures, reprefenting 
Anxious Care, and Deceit, the former with a La- 
* rum on her Head, and the latter, with a Fifhing- 
Rod in her right Hand, and a Bird’s Net, in the 
Lefti, are endeavoring to fill. At a Diftance, is 
difcover’d Poverty, fiting on a miferable Dong- 
Cart, drawn by two wretched Horfes, fb meagre 
that they leem to be but the Skeletons of that noble 
Creature, and withal fo feeble, that they can hardly 
fupporc their own Weight. Poverty is accom- 
panied 
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panied by Servitude in Chains, and Contempt 
cloathed in mifcrable Rags. 

I N the Pidure on the left Hand, is reprefented 
a Heathen Temple, of a circular Form, the Pave- 
ment as well as the arched Roof of which is of 
Alofaick Work ^ tho* not of Stone, but of fmall 
Bones, artificially join’d and interwoven. The Idol, 
which is one of the moft extraordinary, and withal 
mofi frightful Figures I ever faw, has a monftrous 
large Head, with fwoln puff’d out Checks, that 
almoft hide his Nofe, a wide Mouth, with the 
Teeth of an Hyena^ the Neck of a Crane, a fat 
purfy Belly, His Breaft is cover’d with a 

icaly Coat of Mail made of Oyfter and Cockle- 
Shells, his Head adorn’d with a Pafty, in the 
Form of a Turband, and his Mantle an Intermix- 
ture of the Feathers of Pheafants, Ortolans and 
Quails. This, Idol is not plac’d, as ufual, upon 
his Altar, but fiting behind it *, and the Altar it- 
felf is in the Form of a Table, plentifully cover’d 
with the moft delicious Foods, plac’d in beautiful 
Order, and many of them raifed in the Form of 
Pyramids. A great Number of Perfons of both 
Sexes, in coftly Attire, officiate as Priefts, fomc 
with Chaffing- Difhes and Lamps in their Hands, 
inftead of Cenfers, but moft of them with Spoons, 
Knives and Forks. They perform their Sacrifice 
neither ftanding nor kneeling, but fiting round the 
Altar. On a little Altar, on one Side, ftands a 
Sand or Hour-Glafs, which has ten Hours to run, 
to ihew, that this Sacrifice muft be of fo long 
Duration, and there arc feveral other By-Altars, in 
the Form of Bouffets, Marble- Tables and Tea- 
Tables,. at proper Diftances. One of the chief 
Priefts, in the Habit of a Cook, drives Pru^ 
dence and temperances out of a Door of the Tem- 
ple, with his Spit j while a fecond, with a large ' 
Glafs in his Hand, opens another, and lets in the 

X 3 Uropfjy 
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t)ropfyt with a pale Vifage, but a thick Belly and 
Legs, and the Gouty with fwoln Feet, and crippled 
Hands. At a Diftance, thro’ a Window of the 
Temple> are difcover’d fcveral Pcrfons, in fhabby 
tatter’d Apparel, running away, moft of them 
gnawing of Bones, with which their Hands arc 
fill’d. I need not nOw tdl you, that thefc two 
Pieces of Painting rcprefcnt Luxury in Apparel and 
Teaming ; and the Figures are (b well dil'pofed, the 
Colors fo beautiful, the Shadowing fo juft, and 
every Stroke of the Pencil fo maftcriy, that I was 
at a Lofs to determine whether the Invention, or 
the Execution of them, were moft worthy my Admi- 
ration. I was likewife 'picafed at my Friend’s 
placing them in the full View of every one who 
came into his Houfe, as a Token of his Abhorrence 
as well of one as the other. 

Over the folding Doors, I difcover’d another 
Piece of Painting, not fo large indeed as the two 
former, but which, at firft View, I perceived to be 
emblematic, and is, for its Invention, very well de- 
fer ving a Place between the two former, in a more 
elevated Station. This Piece, which had evident 
Signs of its being the Performance of a mafterly 
Hand, Ihews a calm Sea, with the fineft Repre- 
fenwlion of Sun-lliinc, that it is poflible for the 
Imagination to frame. Upon this fpacious and 
fmiling Ocean, I could difeover, but one only Bark, 
fccining to be near, and haftening towards, a Har- 
bor, which appear’d to be the very Reverfe of the 
beautiful View I have juft deferib’d. It was over- 
fpread with black frightful Clouds, and the Shoar 
offer’d nothing to View, but ruinous Sepulchres, 
Skeletons, and the like. An ancient Man, with a 
Scyth in one Hand, and an Hour-Glafs ftanding 
by him, fat at the Helm of this Bark, which was 
rowed by four Perfons, of very different Afpedls 
and Garb. One had his Brow girt with a Chaplet 
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of Flowers, another with a Garland, of Ears of 
Corn, the third was adorned with all Sorts of Fruits, 
and the fourth was clad in Furs : And they all fecmM 
to drive, with great Diligence, to reach the Har- 
bor they had in View. In the mean Time, the 
only Paffenger, I faw in the Boat, lay unconcern’d 
in the Poop, feeming in a fecure and profound 
Sleep, tho’ an Angei, who ftood bv hirn, aud 
held a Label, on which were certain Words writ- 
ten in a Language which I did not underftand, en- 
deavor’d to’awake him. 

While I was reflefting what might be the De- 
lign of this Piece, my Friend came up to me, and, 
finding me at a Lois, gave me the following Ex- 
planation of it. The calm Sea ‘;and Sunfhinc 
(laid he) are lively Reprefentations of thofe 
Happinejfes^ which it has pleas’d the Supream 
“ Beings of his bountiful Mercy, to bedow upon 
us in this World, as fo many Comforts in our 
‘‘ Paffage thro’ it to Eternity, and which if wc 
would but be truely fenfible o^them, are inng- 
“ merable. Ttme^ the ConfumerTall Things, mea- 
fores out to us the Hours of our Warfare, and 
“ guides, as it were, the Bark which carries u$ 
to the Harbor of Red, our long Home ; and 
Spring,, Summer^ Harvejl and Winter^ continually 
row on with us, till we arrive at it: While 
W€, fenfelefs, dupid Mortals, without any Re- 
gard to the numbcrlefs Blelfings we daily enjoy, 
deep on, as if we were, in a State of Infenfibility, 
“ ’till a Voice from Heaven roufes us, with the 
<« Words you obferv’d on the Label held by the 
Angel, Awake O Man ! Behold the Hq^ven of 
Eternity** I was fo pleas’d with the Invention of 
this Piece, and the Refleftions which naturally 
refult^ upon the Confidcration of it, that it was 
with a Sort of DilTatisfadioa 1 was interrupted 
r in them ^ tbp* by my Friend, to take a View of 

X 4 another 
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Another curious Piece of Art ; a Defeription of 
which will be a very proper Sequel to this above •, 
but not to deprive you of the Pieafure of employ- ‘ 
ing fomc Thoughts on this firft, I (hall defer it *till 
my next, and conclude now, as ufual, Csfr,. 



Letter XXXIV. 

\ 

S I Ry . Hamburg. 

WAS juft going to make my Obferva- 
f ioi^/iome other Pieces of Painting in my 
Friend’s Hall, when he told me, we 
might take another Opportunity for that; 
but for the prefent, he would (hew me, for the A- 
mufement of an Hour or two, the wonderful Ope- 
ration of a curious Laterna Magica^ the Invention 
of a very great Artift, and an extraordinary Im- 
rovement of that pretty Machine we generally call 
y that Name. He led me to his Story, 
into a Gallery over his Library, which I found 
was fet a-part, and prepar’d for that Purpofe. It 
was entirely darkned, excepting two Candles on 
one Side, near which two Elbow-Chairs were 
placed, in which we were no (boner feated, than 
the Candles went out, as if it were of thcmfelves. 
Immediately, upon a Signal given, a Curtain, at 
the End of the Gallery, was drawn up, and dif- 
cover’d the mod beautiful Firmament I had ever 
feen. On one Side, the Sky appear’d diverfified 
with that Variety of beautiful Colors, which we fee 
at the Setting of the Sun, after a fine Day ; and, 
foon after, the Moon, rifing in a clear Horizon, 
and the Stars appearing, bright and twinkling, as 
on a frofty Night, difeover’d new Beauties on the 

other 
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Other Side. I had not divcncd tiiyfclf with this 
beautiful Profpedk above two Minutes, before there 
iuddenly appeared, on the Middle of the Stage, a 
fine tranfparent Globe, partly green, and partly 
blue, which, being in continual Motion round its* 
own Axis, I foon dilcoverM was defignM to reprc- 
lent the Planet we live on. I obfervM round the 
Globe a motly colour^ tranfparent jEtbery in 
which I perceived fevcn Figures hovering, near the 
Surface of the Earth, fo fmall, that, with the naked 
Eye, I could not make any Diftinftion between 
them: But upon making Ufe of a Perfpedtive I 
had in my Pocket, I perceived that one, which 
feemed fuperior to all the reft, was the Figure I 
had frequently feen painted to reprefent the Goddefs 
of Riches. I was preparing to take a more exaft 
View of the Figures, with the Help of my Glafs, 
when my Friend told me, 1 need not give myfelf 
that Trouble, I fhould foon fee them diftindl and 
feparate. 

He, thereupon, gave a Signal, and the Curtain 
fell ; but it loon rofe again, and difcover*d the 
Goddefs of Riches alone, as big as Life. One Part 
of the Stage reprefented a noble Palace, and the 
other a beautiful Garden, with pleafant Walks, fine 
Statues and Fountains. The Goddefs herfelf fat in 
the Middle of the Garden, on a triumphal Char, 
cover'd with Purple, richly embroider'd. She was 
clad in a Veftment of Cloth of Gold, with a Man- 
tle of Silver Moor, embellifli'd with precious 
Stones. In one Hand, fhe held a rich Jewel, and 
a coftly String of Pearls, and in the other, a large 
Bag of Gold Coin. Round about her were feverap 
open Chefts of Money, and great Heaps of Gold 
and Silver Plate. The Horfes of her Char, which, 
were led by a Figure reprefenting Subtlety, were a- 
dom'd with Trappings, cover'd over with Masks, 
which feem'd to be fo many Tokens oi ^eceis^ 
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Ufury^ in the Figure of a Mvor^ having’ Bags of 
Mony in both Hands ; Luft^ almoft naked i ^rea- 
cberyy with two Faces, and Fire in both Hands, 
were her Retinue and in the Char fat forwards a 
little Perfon, in coftly. Apparel, but of a bold ar- 
rogant Afpedl. 

While I was viewing this littlc-Figure more nar- 
rowly, the Scene chang’d, and difeover’d the fame 
Figure, as large as Life. She held a Looking- 
glafs in her Hand, . was adorn’d with Peacocks 
Feathers, and a Mantle embroider’d with Pearls 
and Rubies ; which, together with her haughty 
Looks and Carriage; plainly difeover’d her to be 
Image of Pridi. The Stage reprefented a no- 
ble Square, in which were fevcral Obelisks, trium- 
phal Arches, Pyramids, and the like coftly Vani- 
ties. The Goddefs herfelf was feated on a Char, 
in the Form of a Throne, the Canopy of which 
was fupported by a Golden Peacock. One of the 
Horfes, which drew this Char, was decked with 
Trappings full of Eyes, as an Emblem of Curio- 
fity, and the other was a lively Reprefentation of 
^tulshornefs. They were led by the Figure of Scorriy 
and follow’d by three others, which to me feem’d 
to be the Images of Slander^ Self-Conceit^ and Dif 
obedience. 

. I HAD hardly taken a diftinft View of thefe 
Things, before there was again a fudden Change 
of the &ene ; and, inftead of thofe Beauties which 
had before offer’d to my View, appear’d a me- 
lancholy and difagreable Profped:. I difeover’d 
a-'Figure, fiting in a defpicable Carriage on a Chair 
which feem’d to be compos’d of ' Snakes, Sa- 
lammdersy and Adders^ interwoven into that Form, 
and this Perfon I plainly perceiv’d to be the Figure 
of Envy. In her Hand (he held a bloody Heart, 
in which were vifibly the Prints of her venomous 
T he Stage reprefented nothing but Ruins 

» / and 
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^nA Defolation, and the very Air feem’d to be tern- 
peftuoiiJ^ and filPd with black, heavy Clouds. I'nc 
Furniture of her Horfes were cover’d with Tongues^ 
probably, to reprefent DetraBion^ and they were 
drove, by Revengeful Spite with a Scourge of Ser- 
pents, and DifeontoH with a Rod of Thorns. On 
each Side of this milerable Vehicle, march’d 
lejfnefs^ with a Larum on bis Head, and Sedition 
with a Pair of Bellows in his Hand, 

This melancholy Scene was fbon flaccecded by 
;another as terrifying. Here the principal Figure 
reprefented War^ feated in his Chariot, branding :a 
naked Scymiter in his right Hand, and a -burning 
Torch in his Left, in a wild, difeompos’d Pofture. 
At his Feet lay Muskets, Piftols, Battle-Axes, 
Balls and Bombs ; and behind him was railed a 
Pile of Cannons, Mortars, Colors, Standards and 
Pikes, The whole Stage feem’d to be Govern’d 
with dead Carcafles j and, at a Diftance, I 
-difeoverM Flames, The Hori'es of h>« 

Chariot 5»T^ad by Rage^ whofe Head had the 
Appearance of a fiery Coal, and in his Hand he 
held a burning Link, almoft confumed. XZonten- 
:tionj with the Head of a Dog ; Blafphmy^ with 
the Tongue of a Serpent ; Famirte^ gnawing a Bone^ 
and Cruelty^ loaded with Inllruments of Torture, 
march’d on each Side of the Charidc, as the At- 
tendants of War, 

W H I l'e my Thoughts were bufied in refle<^- 
ing on this Scene of Mifcry, it, on a bidden, di4- 
appear’d, and the furious God of War was follow^u; 
‘at the very Heels, by the miferable Figure of a 
Woman, almoft naked, which, I foon found, ‘‘re- 
.prefented She was feated on a.paultry 

Cart, on which 1 could drfcbver nothing bur bro- 
ken' earthen Ware, fome Pieces of mouldy Bread; 
and other the like Signs of Penury and Want. The 
whole Prol^a, round about her, was wafte and de- 
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ibiate, and difcover’d only a few thatdiM Cottages* 
which feem*d to be the poor Remains of a general 
Ravage. This miferable Carriage mov^d very 
flowly, being drawn by two Animals^ that had 
hardly the Appearance of Horfes ; but reprefented, 
in a more lively Manner, Debility Sicknefs. CarCy 
almoft ftiff and motionlefs, fupplied the Place of a 
Driver*, and Patience^ bearing an Anvil, with a 
Heart upon it, which feemM to be torn with Hooks 
of Iron, together with Servitude in Chains, were 
the wretched Companions of this doleful Figure^ 
This melancholy Scene was no Iboner at an 
End, than a more agrcable one appear’d, in which 
I difcover’d a Woman of a (laid, ferene Counte- 
nance, fiting on a very low but decent Vehicle, 
which moved but juft above the Surface of the 
Earth. In one Hand, fhe held a broken Heart, 
and, in the other, a Shepherd’s Crook. Every Cir- 
cumftance gave me to underftand, that this Figure 
could be no other than that of Humility ; efpeciaJly 
as (he was accompanied by Faith, /fo/>^..^and Cha- 
rity, the latter having a Child at her Breatt, and 
leading two more by the Hand. This humble 
Vehicle was drawn by Mecknefs and Sobriety, led 
by Ttmoroufnefs. The Landfeape, as I have before 
obferv’d, was more agreable, than that of the pre- 
ceeding ^cne \ but with what Satisfaftion did I fee 
it, in an Inftant, changed into one of the moft beau- 
tifiil and noble Views, I had ever feen ; upon the 
Appearance of a lovely Nymph, feated in a coftly 
Char, which, as well as her Perfon, was embel- 
lifh^d with every Thing that could pleafe the Eye 
and the Imagination. I concluded, without any 
Hefitation, that this pleafing Figure rauft be the 
Goddcls of Peaces and with that amiable Denomi- 
nation it was my Friend diftinguifhed. her. Con- 
cord and Public Good, guided by Love, drpve the 
Charj and Truth, Juftice, Diligence and Liberty 

accom- 
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accompanied it. At the Goddefs’s Feet lay all 
Manner of Mathematical, Mechanical and Mufi- 
cal Inftruments, together with ^ Cornucopia and 
looking more narrowly, I obferved, in the Char 
with her, the little Figure, which, at the Be- 
ginning, I had difeovered, with the Help of my 
Glafs, to be the Goddefs of Riches. I was jult 
going to make fome Reflcdions, on thefe Things, 
when, upon a Signal given, the Curtain drop’d, 
the Candles burn*d again, of their own Accord, 
and my Friend ask*d me, how I liked this Rc- 
prefentation of the Inftability and Viciffitude of thit 
Tranfadlions of this World, which were in a con- 
tinual Rotation, and fucceeded each other, much 
in the fame Manner, as I had obferved in this 
little Theater. I told him I could not enough ad- 
mire, as well the Invention as the Execution of it ; 
but this I would venture to affirm, that^ the excel- 
lent Moral, which was hidden under it, far exceed- 
ed either. I added that there wanted nothing more 
to make it an inimitable Copy, but the Invention 
of a perpetuum Mobile^ to keep that Rotation in a 
continued Revolution ; which I did not doubt, but 
he, or fome one or other of his learned Correfpoq- 
dents, would, foon or late, bring to bear. As I 
exprefs’d a Satisfadion in what^l had feen, my 
Friend gave me a Paper with about a Dozen 
German Verfes upon it, in which he told me I 
fhould find the Content of the whole briefly ex- 
prefs’d, and would ferve me as a Memorandum of 
thefe Reprefentations. I did not look upon them 
then; but upon perufing them, after 1 wasretir’d to 
my Chamber, they put me in Mind of fome home- 
ly, but expreffivc Lines, which 1 have feen at the 
Top of Ibmc of our Sheet-Almanacks, and, if my 
Memory does not fail me, are as follows: 
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begets Poverty 
Poverty Peace : 

Peace maketh Richer Bow, 

(Fate ne^cr does ceafe ! ) 

Riches produces Pride^ 

Pride is /F/?r’s Ground ; 

TFar begets Poverty^ 

The World goes round. 

Omixunt Rerum Viciffiiudo^ 

As it is a double Satisfaftion to me, to fee anjr 
Thing curious, that feems to have had its Rife 
trom our Country, 1 could not but pleafe myfeJf 
with the Imagination, that my Friend^s Verfes, as 
well as the Invention of his Latema Magna were 
originally taken from thefe Lines of one of our 
Philomaths-: Tho* I muft conlefs he has beautifully 
augmented the Genealogy, with two very proper 
Charafters ; Envy and Humility \ and not impro- 
perly made fome Alteration in the Order: For, 
according to my Friend, Riches begets Pride \ 
PridCy Envy \ Envy^ War-^ War^ Poverty Po- 
veny\ Humility •, (tho* this is not always the Cafe, 
becaufe Pride is often the Daughter of Poverty^ tho* 
illegitimate) Humility begets Peaces and Peace^ 

' with the Affiftance of Arts and Sciences^ Liberty 
and Tradcy begets ' Riches again. However, all 
thefe Changes arc not capable of making any Al- 
teration in the Eftecm with which I profefe to be, 

Csfr. 
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Letter XXXV. 



Hamburg. . 
A V I N G, fincc my Jaft*, been con- 
fin’d. for two or three Days, to my 
^ Chamber, by a flight Indirpoficion, 
^ I fpcnt Part of that Time in pctufing 
a Manufcript communicated to me 
by an Acquaintance, and containing the Life, pri- 
vate Hiftory, Adventures, and fatal Cata/lrcj>be of 
the agrcable and fam’d Corinnd^ one ot the moft 
arrant and deceitful Coquettes this Age has bred ; 
and in making an abridg’d Tranllation of it, for 
your Amufement. The Original which wduld 
make feveral printed Sheets, defeends into the moft 
minute Circumftances of this abandon’d Creature’s 
Life and Intriegues, and relates many Particulars in 
fo grofs a Manner, as I am fenfible, could not but 
be ofi'enfive to a Perfon of your profefs’d Rigidity 
of Manners: I have, therefore, caftrated all fuch 
Paffages as might give Offence to your Modefty ; 
and confin’d myfelf to a general Account of this 
unhappy Perfon’s Life and Convcrficion. 

“ C O R I NN A was the only Daughter of an 

‘‘ eminent Ph n of N- , whofc Parents both 

dying while fhe was young, left her an Eftate as 
well real as perfonal, fufficient to have fcreeiAi 
her trorn the adverfe Fortune, fhe afterwards fell 
a Viftim to: But her Father (as is the Fate of 
molt who defer making their latt Difpoiicion, 
’till the Agonies of Death render them incapable 
of forming a ' true Judgment of Perfons or 

Things; 
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“ Things) placing an entire Confidence in Pbilau- 
“ tus^ a falfe Sycophant, to whom he had en- 
t'rufted too great a Share of his Eftate during i 
^ his Life-Time, made him his foie Elxecutor, | 
and, together with his whole Subftance, in Truft 
for his Daughter, then but twelve Years of Age, 

“ left both that and her to be difpos*d of, as he 
thought mod expedient, without any Controul, 
Philautus was a Bachelor, turn’d of fifty, of 
abandon’d Principles, who tho’ he cover’d all 
** his Anions in public, with the Larve of Sane- 
tky, in private gave himfclf up to all Manner 
of Vice and Del^uchery ; and tho’ he had no 
Eftate of his own, knew fo well how to play ! 
the Hypocrite, and to form Projefts for the im- 
proving thole of others, that he was never with- 
out confiderablc Sums in his Difpofition ; for 
which, tho’ he had no farther Employ for them, 
than as they adminiftred to his fecret Pleafures, 
he regularly paid a more than , common Intcreft, 
and often, to fupport his Credit, would pay off 
the Principal to fome by Mony borrow’d, under 
the fame fpecious Pretences, of others : ^ that, 
tho’ he was confiderably worfe than nothing, 
be had the Appearance of a Man of Subftance, 
and liv’d in great Credit. In thefe Circum- 
“ ftances, it is eafy to imagine, Philautus was 
overjoy’d to find himfelf in the abfolute Poffef- 
fion of fo large a Fortune, without any Con- 
troul in his Management of it. He now gave 
a loofe to his natural Bent, and wallow’d in De- 
‘‘ light, fparing no Expence to gratify his vicious 
Inclinations, tho* he ftill took Care to maintain 
his Charafter of a fober difereet Man. At the 
the fame Time, he indulg’d Corinnay in whai- 
** ever was becoming her Station j but as he pro- 
“ bably, foon after (he was ,in his Power, laid 

“ the Scheme he afterwards put in Execution, he 

not 
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not only allow’d, but encourag’d her in Liber- 
“ ties, not fo proper for her Age, and the Edu- 
“ ' cation he ought to have given her. She was 
hot only fuffer’d to go daily, with her Governante^ 
“ (a Perfonhe made Ufe of in more Qualities than 
one) but he himfelf frequently accompanied her, 
“ to Plays, Opera’s, Balls, Mafquerades, and 
“ other Parties of Pleafures, at which being well- 
“ grown for her Age, Ihe behaved with fuch a 
“ fprightly Forwardnefs, as made her appear to 
“ be at leaft three Years older, than (he in Rea- 
“ lity was. He, from the Begining, took fuch 
Liberties with her Perfon, as, by Cuftom, foon 
became familiar to her, and were probably, by 
“ her, efteemed innocent \ and as they could not 
“ always refrain from fome fuch Freedoms, even 
“ before Company, it was generally believ’d he 
‘‘ intended to make her his W ife, Pknlautus was, 
however, far from having any fuch Intention; 
his unfatiable Appetite could not brook the 
‘‘ Thoughts of a Confinement ; and befides, he 
had, by his Irregularities, and vicious Courfes 
(which are always mod expenfive to the private 
Sinner) foon made fo large a Gap in CorinncC% 
‘‘ Fortune, beyond what he could ever hope to 
repair, that he could not promife himfelf any 
Satisfaftion with her in the State of Matrimony. 
‘‘ His whole Aim was, therefore, to gratify his 
‘‘ own fenfual Appetite, at the Expence of her 
Welfare ; and as fhe had no Dependance but 
‘‘ on him, and he had taken Care to raife and fo- 
“ ment fuch Inclinations in her, as would bed for- 
“ ward his Defign, fhe had fcarce attain’d to the 
Age of 15, ythtnhtx Governante^ by a Strata- 
“ gem, convey’d her to his Arms ^ and he found 
no great Difficulty in perfuading her to entruft 
“ him with the only Jewel her inconfiderate Pa- 
“ rents had thought fit to leave in her own Power 
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and Poffcflion. Having thus given up all Pre- < 
tences to Honor and Modefty, and Pbilautus 
keeping her continually in fuch a Hurry of Sen- 
fuality, that Ihe had no Time, either to look 
' back on her former Innocence, or forwards on 
her future Mifery, ftie foon became as diflblutc 
*• as himfelf, and a fit Companion in all his De- 
baucheries. In this criminal State, Corinna 
lived three whole Years with her profligate Guar- 
dian, and partook with him of all the ‘Pleafures 
and Satisfadlion fuch a Life could afford, till he 
having made away with her whole Fortune, and 
“ ftretcffd his Credit to the utmoft, to fupport 
“ his Extravagances, the importunate Clamors 
of his Creditors oblig’d him, at Length, as the 
only Means he had left, to avoid a Goal, pri- 
‘‘ vately to leave the Place of his Habitation, 
where he was never more heard of, and to aban- 
don the unhappy Creature, whom he had reduc’d 
to the moft abjed: State of Mifery. 

“ Corinna had now Time to refled on her 
‘‘ paft Condud, and to bewail her evil Fate, with 
‘‘ the unhappy Credulity of her Parents, which 
had induc’d them to put her into the Power of 
fuch a Harpy. What little there was left of 
Plate and Jewels, Pbilautus had taken with him ; 
his Creditors foon ftrip’d her of the Houfhold- 
Goods, Apparel and Linen, and Ihe was 
turn’d into the Street, with only the Cloaths on 
her Back, and no one to comfort her but Eu- 
genia^ her former Gouvernante. Eugeniay in 
^ her younger Years, had been one of thofe com* 
paffionate Ladies, of which Throngs are feen 
about the Hundreds of Drury^ and, in that 
Quality, had been an humble Servant of Phi- 
lautusry till having out-liv’d her ProfefTion, fhc 
chofe rather to remain in his Family, and be 
‘‘ fubfervient to his Pleafures with others, than be 
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turn’d out of Doors. To this Wretch,' poor 
forfaken Corinna was now forced to take h^ 
“ Refuge \ for as her Father came a Stranger to 
“ the Place of her Nativity, and had rais’d his 
V Fortune by his Induftry, fhe had neither Friend 
“ nor Relation to open her Cafe to, even tho’ Ihe 
“ had retain’d fome Sparks of "Virtue, which, by 
** good Advice, and fome Afliftance, might have 
“ been improved, and have put a Stop to the Ca* 
“ reer ofyice Ihe was tuning headlong into. 

j^ema was almoft as deftitute as fhe ; but, in 
“ their common Diftrefs, bethought herfelf of an 
“ ancient Matron, who had, in her young Days, 
“ been to her, what fhe was to Corinna ; but 
“ being wifer than moft of her Profeflion, after 
“ having rais’d a fmall Sum of Mony, fhe retired 
from that precarious Bufinefs, to become, as fhe 
“ thought, honeft, in her old Days, and turn’d 
“ Pawn- broker. In this, not much more repu- 
“ table Profeflion, fhe throve fb well, that fhe was 
Miftrefs of feveral handfom Houfes of her 
“ own, and of a fufficient Stock to carry on her 
Bufinefs. To this venerable Sihyly our two Ad- 
venturers made their Application, and after 
“ fome Apology, on their Side, for prefuming to 
make an Overture to her, that might be repug- 
“ nant to the State of Life fhe now profefs’d, and 
“ fome Refinance on the Part of the old Lady, it 
“ was at Length concluded, that fhe fhould fit 
“ up a Houfe, fhe had then Handing empty, in a 
“ handfom Manner } that Eugenia fhould be her 
“ Tenant, and, pafTing for her Daughter, who 
“ had travell’d much, and gain’d great Experience 
“ in Phyfic, fhould fet up for a She-Quack, (a 
“ Thing very common in Germany) and difpenfe 
“ Medicines for all Dif^^fes incident to Women ; 
“ and that Corinna fhould take upon her the Deno- 
“ mination of her Daughter. It was . farther 
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agreed, that Cortnna fliould be handfomly 
•• equip’d by her quondam Grandmother, and go ■ 
** upon the Town, and that the old Gentlewo- 
man ihould have a third Share of all the Profits 
“ arifing from either Profeffion. 

CoRiNNA was now i8 Years of Age, well- 
fliap’d, of a noble Appearance, a good Com- 
plexion, and tho’ fhe had not the moft advan- 
cageous Features, yet there was fomethrr^ fo 
very taking in her Behavior, that fhe had Qufe 
to boaftof her Viftories, whenever fhe engag’d 
“ in Converfation with the Male-Sex. Being pro- 
perly fited out, fhe laid her firft Snare in the 
bpera, where, the fecond Time of making her 
“ Appearance, (he wasfingled out, by LyfanderyX 
** young Merchant, the Son of a Senator, who 
thinking her a Conqueft worth purfuing, after ba- 
ving had fomeDifeourfe with her during the Play, 
beg'd Leave to wait on her home; which, with a 
feeming Reluftance, pretending an Apprehenfion , 
‘‘ of incuring her Mamma’s Difpleafure, fhe con- 
** fented to. Both Mother and Daughter behav’d 
with fucb Refer vednefs, that Lyfander began to 
fear he had miftaken his Perfbn. However, 
not to give over the Attack at the firft Repulfc,^ 
he beg’d Leave to make Madam a Prefent of 
fome fine Imperial Tea, which he faid he had 
juft receiv’d, and that he might be allow’d to 
tafte it with them the next Morning, which was 
** granted, without much Ceremony. 

was refolvcd, to give Lyfander^ the next 
** Day, an Opportunity of explaining himfelf far- 
thcr ; but Lorinna's greateft Care was, as (he 
“ hop’d to make him pay dearly for what fhe had 
not to difpofe of, how to repair the Flaw made 
** by Pbilautus in the Premifes, which, if difeo- 
ver’d, might rob her of her Expeftations 5 but | 
the old Lady eas’d her of thofe Fears, by giv- 

(( ing 


Digitized by Googie 


The German Spy. 325 

ing her a Remedy, which (he affur’d her would 
“ enable her to deceive the moft Knowing, at Icaft, 

“ feveral Times •, and that (he might be fully in- 
ftrufted in all the Arts of pleafing, made her, 

“ at the fame Time, a Prefent of the Bihliotbeque 
^ Aretin^ which lb engag’d her Attention, that 
‘‘ Ihe ftudied it the beft Part of the Night, to 
make herfelf Miftrefs of the whole Theory, at 
“ leaft of libidinous Love, 

“ LTSANDER came at the Hourappoin* 
ted, when Eugenia not only took Care to be out 
“ of the Way, but left a Servant, whowaseafily 
** prevail’d upon, for the Sake of a fmall Re- 
‘‘ ward, to diredl him to CorinneCs Chamber. He 
“ there found the lovely Charmer fcated at her 
‘‘ Toilet, almoftin her Shift, with all her Beauties 
“ difplay’d to the beft Advantage. He made but 
one Step from the Door, and clafping her round 
‘‘ the Waift, oblig’d her, notwithftanding her 
faint Refiftance, to fit down by him on the 
Bed, which was very opportunely near at Hand. 
“ Here the Treaty was begun, and foon ended 5 
“ and, in Confideration of 50 Duckets, with the 
‘‘ Addition of a Diamond Ring from his Finger, 
“ the Fortrefs was furrender’d at Diferetion. Ly- 
‘‘ funder^ tho’ deceived, was fo pleas’d with his 
“ Bargain, that he fent her, the fame Day, as a 
‘‘ iToken of his Satisfaftion, a Piece of Brocade, a 
“ Suit of FlanderS’L,^ct Headcloaths, and a Pair 
pf Diamond Ear-rings. 

“ This fuccefsful Begining put Corinna upon 
laying her Snares for frelh Game ; and it was 
not many Days before Ihe drew into her Net a 
“ young Proficient in the Law, juft return’d from 
“ his Travels, whpfe Name was Olindro^ to whom 
Ihe fold the fame counterfeit Ware, for 100 
Duckets and a Gold Watch, as fhc did again, 
“ the fame Night, to a Country-Gentleman, who 
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“ accidentally came to the Houfe of her pre- 
tended Manama, for 100 Crowns. Thefe three 
were afterwards her conftant Cuftomersj by 
Turns ; and flie manag’d fo artfully, that nei- 
ther of them had the lead Knowledge of the 
other, and each had the Vanity to think himfelf 
the foie Poffeflbr of what they had all feparately 
f ^ bought, at fo dear a Rate. Corlnna^ however, 
not fatisfied with their almoft daily Vifirs, but 
prompted, cither by an unfatiable Avarice or 
unbounded Lull, added daily to the Number of 
her. Lovers; and her two Agents, finding Mony 
“ pouring in upon them, even beyond their Expec- 
M tatipns, fparM for no Pains, to cultivate their mu- 
tual Intereft. Officers and Merchants, Lawyers 
and Phyficians, nay, even Players, Muficians and 
Apprentices were all welcome, if they came with 
Mony in their Hands ; and as Corinna chofe 
f ? always rather to play at fmall Game than to 
«« ftand out, flie had hardly an Hour in the Day 
flie could call her own. The Houfe fhe lived 
f « in was very convenient for her Purpofe, not only 

V as it was in an Out-part of the Town ; but as 
it had a Back-door into a By-Lane, which ferv’d 
either to admit or difmifs her Admirers, as Oc- 
cafion requir’d ; and Eugenia knew how to ma- 
nage fo cunningly, that tho* Corinna was as 

V common as the High-Way, fhe carried on this 
Trade for upwards of a Year, before her Repii- 

f « ration, or the Credit of Eugenia\ Houfe, were 
lb much as call’d in Queftion. 

Among all the Votaries who conftantly of- 
f * fePd their Incenfe at Corinna*^ Shrine, there was 
f ‘ none in whofe Coriverfation flie more delighted, 
than in.thatof Monf. Coupe^ a French Dancing- 
«« Mailer, from whom, however, flie reap’d no 
<5 farther Advantage, than that of taking LelTons 
in /his Profeffion, in Return for thofc flie gave 
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him in her Way. As his Vifits were very fre- 
quenc, notwithftanding all the Care Eugenia 
could take, he once happened to break abrupdy 
into Corinna*s Chamber, while (he was engag’d 
with Lyfander ; and finding them in fuch a 
Pofture, as plainly (hew’d at what Altar they 
had been offering Sacrifice, at the Sight of 
fandcTy who was his Scholar, would have retir’d: 
“ But Lyfander, having efpied him, infifted upon 
his Staying ; and to engage his Secrecy oblig’d 
him, in his Prefence, to partake of the fame 
Fare, he himfelf had fo lately fcafted on. And 
tho’ as well Coupe as Corinna Atni^d their having 
had any previous Correfpondence, farther than 
“ the Excrcife of his ProfcfTion, it was now agreed, 
“ that (he fhould remain their common Miftrefs % 
aiKl (he, on her Side, gave them all poflible 
AflTurances to be theirs, and only theirs ; adding, 
that if ever they found her faulty with any Man 
elfe, (he would fubmit to be chaftis*d by them, 
in fuch Manner as, by Law, Ladies of hcr'Pro- 
feflion delerv’d. 

“ C O R I NN A continued this her wicked 
Courfe of Life for fome Months longer, in 
‘‘ which Time, among many others, (he was (re- 
‘‘ quently vifited by Lyfander, Olindro, and Monf. 
‘‘ Coupe, ’till at Length, her Meafure being full, 
(he herfelf paved the Way to her own Deftruc- 
tion •, which happen’d in the following Mah- 
‘‘ ner. Monf. Coupe being one Day employ’d in 
giving her a Leflbn, as ufual, Eugenia call’d her 
‘‘ out, under the Pretence of fpeaking to a ncigh- 
‘‘ boring Gentlewoman, who had Bufinefs with 
her •, but, in Fa6t, to difpatch a chance Cufto- 
mer, who would admit of no Denial •, and (he, 
“ in the mean Time, defir’d Monf. Coups to di- 
vert himfelf with reading in fome Book or other, 
‘‘ among thofe he would find in a Glafs-Cafc in 
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the Room. Coupe^ upon looking to find out 
one to his Mind, happen’d to light on a little 
Book entitled, Journal of a Coquette. Curi- 

ofity led him to open it, when finding it to be 
written all in CorinncCs own Hand-writing, and 
“ to contain a Journal of her own Life and In- 
triegues, he immediately put it into his Pocket, 
rcfolving to perufe it at Leifure, in his own 
Lodgings. Impatience to be going, for that 
“ End, made him fliorten his Vifit, at Corinna*s 
•• Return, and having lock’d himfelf into his 
Chamber, there read the whole Hiftory of her 
Life and Aftions, with a Journal of her Amours^ 
“ from the Time of her entering into Partnerlhip 
with Eugenia and her pretended Mother 3 a Lift 
“ of her Lovers, (by which he found Ihc had 
** been a Proftitute to the common Hangman for 
Gain) with a particular Account how fhe had de- 
• «« ceived them all, and, in a more efpecial Man- 

ner, Lyfander^ Olindro^ (who was likewife hi$ 
Scholar) and himfelf ; on whom (he had made 
** the moft opprobrious Remarks, and treated them 
with the moft fcurrilous and abufive Epithets. 
Hatred and Indignation immediately took Place 
of the Love and Efteem he had before conceived 
“ for fo abandon’d a Wretch, and he refolved not 
only to communicate the Journal to his two 
Friends, but to confultwith them how to be 
reveng’d on fo infamous a Creature. He went, 
. accordingly, the very next Morning, to Lyfan- 
/fcr’s Lodgings, and defir’d him to fend for 
OltndrOj he having fomething of Importance to 
‘‘ communicate to them both : He had no fooner 
read the fcandalous Libel to them, than they 
bothconcur’d with him, in conlulting how to be 
amply reveng’d •, and they refolved, before they 
parted, to chaftife her in the Manner fhe herfeJf 
had preferib’d. 

To 
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T o this End, Lyfander and Coupe went, the 
next Day, in a Coach to her Houfe, and invited 
her to partake with them of a Party of PJeafure, 
fome Miles out of Town. On the Road, they 
were overtaken by OlindrOy who infifted on their 
“ accompanying him to his Father*s Pleafure-* 
“ Houfe, then not very far diftant ^ to which I^- 
‘‘ fander and Coupe readily confented ; and tho* Co- 
rinna could gladly have difpens*d with Olindrd*s 
Company, at that Time, (he was like wife obli- 
‘‘ ged to fhew a ready Compliance. After fome. 
Time fpent in Jollitry, when Corbmay being 
elevated with Wine, begun to be merry, Olin- 
dro askM Lyfander y Whether he had ever feen a 
‘‘ little Book entitled, ^he Journd of a CoquettCy 
“ to which Lyfander immediately anfwcr’d, he had 
not only feen it, but had it then in his Pocket. 
** At the very mentioning of the Title, Corinna 
changed Countenance j but fhe no fooner faw 
her own individual Book produced, than fhe 
trembled, and, turning pale, was ready to fall 
into a Swoon : She retain’d, however, fo much 
“ Prefence of Mind as to fall on her Knees, and, 
‘‘ in the moft fupplicatingTerms, to beg their Par- 
‘‘ don and Compaffion. Lyfander told her, flic 
‘‘ had no greater. Favor to hope, than that they 
“ would be fatisfied with her undergoing only the 
“ Puniftiment fhe herfclf had diftated *, and there- 
“ upon taking his Ring from her Finger, as Olin- 
“ dro did his Gold- Watch from her Side, Ihe was 
order’d to .ftrip immediately to the Skin, and 
“ threatned, if flie offer’d to make the leaft Noife 
“ or Difturbance, fhe fhould be deliver’d immedU 
ately into the Hands of Jufticc, to fuffer a more 
fevere and public Punifhment, according to her 
Deferts. When neither Tears nor Prayers would 
“ prevail, flie, at Length, made a Virtue of 
Neceflity, and being ftrip’d as naked as fhe was 

“ born. 
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“ born, fubmited to be lafh’d with Birchen Rods, 
provided for that Purpofe, which were laid on 
“ with fogooda Will, that, in lefs than five Mi- 
“ nutes, me appear’d, from Head to Foot, to be 
one Piece of raw Flelh. In that Condition, Ihc 
was oblig’d to huddle on her Cloaths again, and 
“ was turn’d out of Doors, to walk feven or eight 

Miles, on Foot, to N -, Lyfander telling 

“ her, at the fame Time, that unlcfs (he quited 
“ the City within the Space of eight Days, not- 
“ withftanding the Punilhment Ihe had already 
fuffcr’d, file fhould be deliver’d up to the Rigi- 
—— dity of the Law. 

“ EUGENIA was no Iboner inform’d of 
“ the unhappy Fate of her Fofter- Daughter, • than 
“ Ihe took to her Bed, and, after having linger’d 
•« ab6ut three Weeks, died with Grief : But the un- 
“ fortunate Corirma did not live fo long to lee her 
“ End: For being terrified with the A pprchenfion 
« of falling into the Hands of Juftice, Ihe em- 
“ bark’d, in a few Days, for Amjieriam } but the 
“ Veffel being call away on theCoaft, Ihe there 
ended a miserable Life i and her Fat^may ferve 
as a Warning to all Parents, and others, how 
“ they leave their Children, Relations or Ellates 
a Prey to Vultures, and Harpies, who have no- 
“ thing more in View, than to promote their own 
wicked Ends and Purpofes, to the Dellruflion 
“of the Perlbns, and the Ruin of the Ellates, 

■' “ commited to their Charge ; and an Example, 
“ how difficult it is for fuch unhappy Wretches, as 
are here deferib’d in the Perlbn of Corima, to 
** abandon the wicked Courles they have once 
“ given themfelves up to. 

“ But to you. Sir, who Hand in Need neither 
“ of Advice nor J^ample, this Ihort Hiftory can 
*< only ferve as an Amu&ment, giving, at the 
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“ fame Time, an Inftancc of the wife Ends of the 
** All-feeing Providence. lam, £;fr. 



Letter XXXVI. 

S I Ry Hamburg; 

A V I N G already given you an Ac- 
count of the Churches in this City, and 
of the Inhabitants of it, in every Station, 
and both Sexes, I think there remains 
nothing more to be laid of this Place, but to fend 
you a brief Defcription of the other public Build- 
ings ; and I lhall begin with the ^nat-Houfe, 
which is a large and (lately ancient Building, ere£led 
however at feveral different Times. The principal 
Part, in which is now the Town-Hall, is fupposM 
to have been built in the 13th Century. In 1601, 
that Part was added to it, in which the Senat now 
hold their Seffion ; and in 1648, that where now 
the Bank is. They have lately added another new 
Building for thier new or Current Bank : And, at 
the other End, is an ancient Building adjoining to 
it, where the Lower- Court of Juftice fits, which 
was built in 1558. The Outfide of this Building 
is handfomly adorn’d with Statues of Emperors, 
as is, likewife, the great or Town Hall, and, in 
the upper Apartments, are held the Affemblies of 
the Colleges, and all the public Offices of the Cuf- 
toms, Excife, Admiralty, Oppofite to the 

Town-houfe, on the other Side of the Street, is 
the Exchange ; a Square, one Part of which is 
open, and planted with large Trees, and the other 
cover’d, with a large Hall over it, in which a Com- 
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mitee of the principal Merchants, call’d the Borfen 
Alien (Elders of the Exchange, or properly Council ♦ 
of Commerce) aflernbles. The Exchange was built 
likewife at three feveral Times, in 1558, 1578 and 
1669. At the other End of the Exchange is the 
principal or public Crane ; and in a Street adjoining 
is the Poft-houfe for Holland and England^ the only 
one which can properly be faid to belong to the 
Public ; for the Emperor, and feveral other Princes 
of Germany^ as well as the Kings of Denmark and 
Sweden^ have their own Poft-houfes, in this City, 
manag’d by Poft-mafters or Commiflaries appointed 
by themfelves. On the 5 treet before the Town- 
houfe, the Lawyers hold a Sort of Exchange, as 
the public Minifters do at or near an eminent Toy- 
ihop, oppofite to one Part of it : Infomuch that, 
as this Place is fituate pretty near in the Center of 
the City, fo all the public Bufinefs feems to center, 
or be tranfafted here. 

There are, properly fpeaking, two Houfes of 
Corredlion in this City 5 the Zucht-Haus (or Houfe 
of Difcipline) and the Spinn-haus (or Spinning- 
houfe:) The ancient Zucht-baus being confum’d' 
by Fire, in the Year i666, the prefent Building 
was immediately begun, and finifh’d in 167Q. All 
of it, that prefents to View on the Street, is, qn one 
Side of a pompous Entrance or Gate-wayj^ the 
Chapel, which is very handfom, and on the other 
Sidej a Range of Apartments, the upper Story of 
which only has Windpws forwards Within the 
Gate is a large fquare Area, with Apartments on 
every Side, of which the innermoft are on the 
fmaller Bafon or Head of the Aljler. This Houfe 
is reckon’d more honeft or honorable than the ^pinn- 
haus^ as it is not a Receptacle for Thieves, nor fuch 
as have been under the Hangman’s Hands ; and 
as one Part of the Defign of it is. to employ the 
Poor, and particularly thofe who have no fettled 

Houfe 
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Houfe or Habitation, or fuch as are taken beging 
in the Streets, it may be call’d a Work-houfc ; and 
they carry on feveral little Manufadtures in it, par- 
ticularly of Rugs, and a Sort of coarfe Kerfey, 
with which the Perlbns confin’d there are cloath’d- 
But it is likewife a Houfe cf Punifhment for Va- 
grants, and incorrigible Rogues and Vagabonds; 
as it alfo is for Perfons of a diflTolute Life, Profli- 
gates, bad Hufbands or Wives, and undutiful 
Children, who are confin’d here for a certain Num- 
ber of Years, or for Life, at the Difcretion of ,the 
Judges, or fomctimes by Diredtion from the Senat 
to them but without anv public or formal Procefs, 
and at the Expence of their Friends. For fuch 
Perfons, they have private Rooms, which are diftin- 
guifhed by the Names of certain Countries or Cities, 
as Englcmdy Weft-Indies^ Portugal^ Lisbon^ 
and the Perfons there confin’d are faid to be abfenc 
for a Time, on their lawful Callings, in thoie 
Countries or Cities ; or, if for Life, they are re- 
ported, after fome Timcj to have died in thofc 
Parts. Before I leave this Houfe, I muft juft men- 
tion a whimfical Kind of Punilhment they have 
here few thofe who are idle. The Perfon who has 
not perform’d his Talk, is put into a Bafket, and 
hoifted up over the Table, in the common Hall, 
while the Reft are at Dinner, where he is tantaliz’d 
with the Ufe of two of his Senfes, Sight and Smell, 
but is deban’d that of Tafte ; and this during one 
or more Meals, according to the Heinoufnefs of 
his Negledl. 

Tuz Spinn bauSy which is fituate near one End 
of the former, was likewife begun to be built in 
1666, and finifh’d in 1670, by a Legacy left for 
that Purpofe, by a deceas’d Senator. It is a Place 
of Punilhment lor Thieves, Bauds, Whores, and 
other Malefadtors, whofe Crimes are not capital. 
They are generally firft publicly whipt, and loine- 
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times branded, in the fame Manner I defcrlb’d to 
you from Bremen ^ and then confined here for a 
certain Number of Years, or for Life, according 
to the Atrocity of their Crimes ; tho* fometimes, 
they are banifhM the Territories of the Republic 
for Life. The Prifoners here, be they Men, Wo- 
men or Children, of whatever Age, arc ah kept 
clofe to Spining, and arc allow’d but very hard 
Fare and Lodging. I was told of an Officer,* 
who underwent this Hardfhip for 1 5 Years, as a 
Punifliment for boafting of certain Favors he pre- 
tended to have received from the Wife of an emi- 
nent Citizen ; which tho% by the general Charadler 
of the Woman, no one queftion’d the Truth of, 
he could not prove : But it was very remarkable, 
that the injur’d Hufband, many Years afterwards, 
partly by his own Extravagances, but more by 
thofe of his Wife, was reduc’d to fuch Streights, 
that to fupport and continue the Courfe of Life he 
had long been us’d to, he was tempted to mifapply 
fome public Mony, that, by Virtue of an Office 
he bore, went t hro’ his Hands •, for which, being 
accufcd and convidted of what they call Crimen de 
Reftduis^ he was condemn’d to be publicly whipt, 
and then confin’d to the very fame Place, for Life. 

I faw this unhappy Perfon, together with another, 
formerly an eminent Woollen-Draper, who having 
given a confiderable Sum of Mony for a public 
Employ (for all Offices are here fold by AuAion) 
and not being able to render an Account of his 
Adminiftration, when call’d upon, was condemn’d 
to the fame Punilhment. 1 faw another old 
grey-headed Man, who, with his whole Family 
fuffePd this Punifliment, for a very odd Crime : 

It feems they made it their Bufinefsj in the Night-. , 
Time, to pick up Dogs or Cats in the Streets, and 
make Saufages of their Flcfh, which they fold from 
i)oor to Door ; and they not only throve for fomc 

Time, 
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Time, In this fcandalous Way, but were in Repu- 
tation for the Goodnefs of their Ware. 

Being fo near the Head of the Aljler^ I mufl: 
not omit mentioning a famous Walk, which runs 
along one Side of this beautiful Bafon, and leads 
from the great Play- of Opera- Houfe, into the 
Heart of the City. I believe it may be looo 
Foot long, and 20 or 25 broad, rail’d in, and 
border’d by a Row of large high Trees, on each Side. 
On one Side is the Water, with feveral Stairs for 
the Convenience of Boats going off and landings 
and, on the other, a broad Street, with a Row of 
noble Houfes facing it. This Walk is, not im- 
properly, call’d the Mdden^s Walk^ tho’ I believe 
the Maidens who frequent it in an Evening, after 
the Play is done, are of the Covent-Garden Kind ; 
and there cannot be a greater Conveniency for their 
Profeflion : For there are always a Sort of littfe 
cover’d Barges plying there, which upon Occafion 
will hold eight or ten People, with a Table for 
them to fit at j but when a Couple have any pri- 
vate Concerns, in a dark Night, they may do 
what they will in the Stern, without being difeo- 
ver’d by the one, and only Waterman they have, 
who is rowing at the Head, with the Table betwixt 
them ; and befides, I don’t doubt but thefe honeft 
Fellows, if feelingly applied to, are as ready to look 
one Way and row the other, as our Wherry- 

men. I remember at my firft Arrival here, I once 
exprefs’d my Surprize toaTriend, that this City 
feem’d to afford no fuch Thing as Night or Street- 
walkers*, tor I was not then acquainted with the 
Gpnveniency of this Walk : He fmil’d at my Igno- 
rance, but foon convinc’d me there was no Want 
of fuch Cattle. After having (hewn me the Mai- 
derCs Walk^ and afk’d my Opinion of the Company 
we there found, he carried me to the more fober Part 
of the Town, about the Exchange. It was about 

ten 
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ten at Night, the Time when the young Merchants, 
or their Book-keepers, carry their Letters to the 
Poft-houfe. As I faw nothing like what I had been 
enquiring after, I ask’d my Friend what he had Jed 
me thither for ? He thereupon, by Means of the 
X-amp-light, bid me oblerve an old Woman or 
two, at the Corner of almoft every Street. “ Sure, 
fa id I, the young People of this Country are 
not tied up to fuch hard Commons, as to break 
“ a Commandment with thefe old Hags ! ” Not fo ; 
(reply’d my Friend) As we pafs by them in ferious 
'Difcoiirje^ tbey^U pretend to beg our Charity ; but go 
to one of them alone ^ and^ with a pert Air^ ask if fie 
have not a handfom Daughter take my Word for 
ity you will foon find the Scene change. Curiofity 
led me to follow my Friend’s Directions ; and I no 
fooncr began to open to one of thefe Under ftrappers 
in Iniquity, than fhe bid me follow her. She car- 
ried me to a Place not far diftant, where I found 
all the Convenience that could be defir’d te fatisfy 
my Curiofity farther, had I been inclin’d \ but being 
thoroughly convinc’d with this, I gave my Guide 
a Fee for her Trouble, and Madam another for her 
good Will, and return’d to my Friend, who rallied 
me fufRciently for my Incredulity. I believe the 
Creature, I was introduc’d to, muft be one of 
thofe fine Ladies who, I told you in a former 
Letter, are faid to be wink’d at by the Judges, for 
their own Advantage ; for fhe was gorgeoufly appa- 
rel’d, and had very handfom Lodgings; But to re- 
turn: On Moon-light Nights, it is exceeding plea- 
fant and diverting, in this Walk; for then you fee the 
Bafon cover’d with thefe little Barges, fill’d with 
Perfons of the beft Character and Reputation, at 
Supper or over a Bottle ; and often attended by 
other Boats, with Muficians or Fireworks. 

Among their Hofpitals, that call’d the Wayfen- 
haus (or Hofpital for Orphans) chiefly deferves 

our 
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our Attention. It is a decent, but not very coftly 
Building, with a handfom Chapel (which was open- 
ed fo long fince, as i6ii) towards the Street: 
This Houfe borders backwards on one of the Ca- 
nals, which makes it clean and airy, and renders 
it both wholefom and pleafant. This Hofpital, 
tho* it always is exceeding full, and contains a great 
Number of Children of both Sexes, befides many 
Hundreds which it always maintains, out of the 
Houle, is fo exceffive rich, that I have been told 
they lend Mony at i per Cent, on good Land-Se- 
curity, provided it be taken for 20 or more Years. 
An eminent Merchant, reckon’d the richeft in this 
City, who himfelf' was no Enemy to the fair SeX, 
endow’d this Houfe, fome Years ago, in his Life- 
Time, with a confiderable Eftate tor the Mainte- 
nance of Baftard-Children,. and to prevent their 
being murder’d by unnatural Mothers. A TornOy 
or Lanthorn, in the Form of a round Sentry -box, 
Was erefted in the Wall of the Houfe, next the 
Street, into which a Child being put, and the Ma- 
chine turn’d round, it rung a Bell, and thereby 
giving Notice in the Houfe, the Child was taken 
in and provided for, without any Enquiry whence, 
or from whom it came. But Children were brought 
in fuch Numbers, that the Eftate given foon became 
infufficient to maintain them, and the was 

thereupon (hut up again : And tho* the Revenue be 
yet employM for the fame tjfe, Application mull 
be made to the Governors of the Houfe, before a 
Child is admited, which in a great Meafure defeats 
the Defign of the Donor, the Parents of fiich Chil- 
dren feldom caring to be known or feen. The 
Hofpital of the.Hply Ghoftj which was built be- 
fore the Year 1250, that of St. George^Si efta- 
blifli’d about that Year, that of St. Hioi (or Job) 
in 1509,. and the GaJl-hauSy in 1632, offer no- 
thing worthy our Notice j but that a commendable 

Z Oecono^ 
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Oeconomy and Management feems to reign every 
where. 

Tmere arc likewife feveral Convents or Clof- 
fters here, remaining from the Times of Popery,, 
whidi are now Lutheran^ and fcculariz*d, as thofe 
of St. Jobn*% and St. Mary Mdgddlene^Si founded by* 
AMpb rV, Earl of Schduenhurgy in 1227, and 
that call’d the Conventy which was founded before 
the Year 1255, and was confirmed, Anm 1360, 
by Godfrey y Archbifhop of Bremen. The Tenure 
of this Foundation is, to this Day, continued, by 
offering a Glafs of Wine to every Male&dlor, that 
pafles by the Houfe, going to Execution. The 
St. John's School was eftablifti’d in 1 529, and mainr 
tains a KeStory ConreSloty Sub-Conre^or^ feveti 
Prceeeptoresy a Preceptor 'adjun5fus-y and a Cantor y 
or Cbori Muftet Dire^ory who have all confiderable 
Stipends. The Gymnajiumy which maintains fix 
Profcflbrs, (one or the Hebrew and other Eajlern 
Languages, one of the McUhematiciy one of Pbyftc 
and Poetry y one of Logic and MetaphyficSy one of 
Eloquence and Morals y and one of the Greek T^ongue 
and Hijlory) was eftablifh’d in 1613 ; in 1713,. 
they celebrated their firft grand Jubilee y and in 
1650 the Library was ere6ted. 

At the Water-Side, juft at the Entrance into the 
Harbor, is a large public Edifice, call’d the Baum- 
bms (or Boom-houfe) which is now a Tavern, but 
for what Ufc it was built I am not inform’d. It 
has one very large Room or Hall up Stairs, of the 
whole Breadth, and almoft the Length of the whole 
Houfe, very fit for any grand public Entertain- 
ment, if it were not for the inconvenient winding 
Stair-Cafe leading to it y which is a general Fault 
of all the ancient Buildings here. Above this Hall^ 
are Leads, from whence there is a very good View 
of the^ City and the adjacent Country, with the 
numerous Iflands made by the River hereabouts. 

Near 
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Near the Exchange, is a large Houfe, call'd 
the Kratner-Compagnie^ (or Retailer s-HaU) that is 
likewife let to a vintner, and has the Privilege of 
retailing all Wines of the Growth of the Rhine and 
Mofel^ which no other Tavern but this, and the 
public Cellar, I gave you a Dcfcription of in a for- 
mer Letter, is allow’d to do. I here faw a mon- 
ftrous large Rummer, which contains three Gal- 
Jons, and had the Courage, with the Help of fome 
Friends, having it fill’d with excellent Old Hock, 
to empty it. Of this Glafs, the following very 
remarkable Story is recorded : A Perfon of a Gen- 
tlemanlike Appearance came one Day into this 
Houfe, and pretending he had a Mind to give fome 
Foreigners the Pleafure of drinking out of fo re- 
markable a Glafs, order’d it to be. fill’d with Old 
Hock. Soon after, a roafted Turky was brought 
from a neighboring Cook’s, (for, by the by, the 
taverns drefs no V idluals here) and no Friends 
appearing, after a while, the Gentleman fat down 
by himfelf, and eriiptied both the Difli and the 
Glafs, which .done, he paid his Reckoning, and 
walkM off very foberly. Some of the fuperftitious 
Hamburghers will tell you, with a ferious Counte- 
nance, this could be no other than the little black 
Gentleman, with the cloven Feet, and that it was 
a Mercy he did not take Part of the Houfe along 
with him. For my Part, I rather take him to 
have been of the Family of the Fellow whom I 
once faw, in Southwark-Vdiv^ eat a Cat, and a 
Pound of Candles, by Way of Defart. 

I BELIEVE my next will be from fome Part of 
our King’s Country, on the other Side of the Elb ; 
for as his Majefty is now foon expeifted in Hanna* 
ver^ I think to leave this Place in a few Days. 

1 am, ^c. 

Z 2 
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Letter XXXVII. 

« 
r 

* « 

S I Gluckstadt. 

• ♦ i 

BEGIN this Letter in a very melan- 
choly Mood. having juft been reading, 
^ejlctfions fur Elegance et la Politejfe 
du Stile^ par Monf V Abbe de Belle- 
garde, which' has put me under terrible Apprchen- 
fions tor all the Letters I have wrote you, left, 
thro’ Incapacity, on one Hand, and Want of Care 
on the other, I may have fallen into fome, if not 
all thofe Faults of Grammar, o'r have finned againft 
tKofe I.aws of divine Eloquence, which that inge- 
inous .Author cautions us againft.' ' I muft, there- 
fore, again put you in Mind, not to let them fall 
into any Hands but your own ; for tho* I fliould 
fweat at the Conftruftion of every individual Sen- 
tence, and invoke Apollo for every round Period, 
1 Ihould not mend the Matter. Natnram expellas 
furedy tarnen ufque recurret. 

M A I s d propos dcs NguvcUcs trijtes d* Angleterre. 
When I wrote to ‘you laft, I defign’d.my next Lec- 
tei fhould have been from Hannover \ but the un- 
expefted Dearii ct his mod lacred Majefty, King 
George I, has made me quite alter my Meafures. 
Aa his prefent Majefty may very probably vifit his 
German'ldommon^ next Summer, I have defer’d 
'my Defign ot travelling to thofe Parts ’till then, 
and fhall, in the mean Time, vifit Lubecky and 
the Luchies of Holjteiny Bremeny Verden and Meek* 
lenburg, I no fooner took this Refolution, than I 
began to put it in Execution, and am now on my 

firft 
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firft Tvur down the North Side of the Elb, and I! 
intend to return to Hatnhurz up the South Side of 
that River. 

My firft Stage was a very Ihort one ; but a 
little Englijh Mile, to Altena, where I fpent three . 
or four Days. They tell you this Place was for- 
merly known by another Name, (tho’ I nev. r 
heard what) and that it receiv’d this Name caiu- 
ally, when fome Commiflioners of Denmark^ with 
others from Hamburg, being fettling Bounds to the 
Territories of Hamburg ; the Danes having drawn 
that End, one of the Hamhurgbers made 
Anfwer : D at is Al to not, (That is all,’ or much 
too near,) whereupon the Name oi Altonae, ox 
is It is now written, Altetta, was given to the ad- 
jacent Town. Whether there be any Thing in 
this or not, certain it is, that this Place is much 
near for tht Hamburghers, on many Accounts : 
Ihe Liberty of Confciencc allow’d here, and its 
being a Porto Franco *, has encourag’d great 
Numbers of Families, who would otherwifc have 
cftablifli’d themfelves in Hamburg, to fettle there ; 
and its being an Afylum for all who, either for 
Debt or Crimes f, are oblig’d to retire from Ham- 
is the Occafion of more frequent Bankrupts, 
and other Irregularities, than otherwife there would 


r ‘ H^mburgben have, likewife, of late, made their 
Uty i.Jorto Franco-, and if, with this, they could prevail upon 

D ^ Liberty of Confcience, and oblige their 

Burghers, who, at the Expence of Perjury, have placed large 
bums, for the Sake of One or Two per Cent, extraordinary In- 
ttteft on the Security of the Houfes of Altena, to withdraw 
thole Sums, they would not have Reafon long, to complain of 
cnis riace being too near them. 

Author is miftaken, as to Crimes; For if 
wy Memory does not fail me, I have known Malefadtors taken 
rrltena, and deliver’d up to the Hamburghers. 

Z 


be 
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be. This Place is an open unfortified Town, on. 
the North Banks of the Elb^ in the Territory of 
Stormaria^ belonging to the King of Denmark. 
It is noted for a Treaty concluded there in 1689, 
between that King and the Duke of Holftein-Got- 
torp. In 1711, it fufFerM very much by an acci- 
dental Fire 5 but \n January^ the Swedes^ 

under General Steinbock reduced it to a Heap of 
Afhes ; infomuch, that of near 3000 Houfes, of 
which it then confifted, bare 200 efcaped the Flames, 
and thofc by particular Favor, and Orders •, being 
either loch as were rebuilt after the lall Fire, or be- 
longing to Churches Various have been the 
Reports of the Occafion of this Cruelty : Some 
pretend to lay it upon the Mamburghers^ who (fay 
they) gave the Swedijh General a lar^e Sum of 
Mony to perpetrate it + ; others, that me Swedes 
were moved to it, in Revenge for the Burning of 
l^tade, by the Danes •, but the Cafe is far frorn 
being parallel 5 Stade^ being a fortified Town, 
held out a long Siege, and made a gallant Refif- 
tance ; which was the Ocafion of its receiving fo 
rude a Treatment from the Enemy’s Bombs and 
Cannon: But Altena^ upon the firft Approach 
of the $wedes^ having neither Walls, Ditches, nor 


^ Belides thefc Houfes, all Places of public Worfliip were 
fpar’d: Not only the Lutheran Church belonging to the 

Town, but the Roman Catholic^ Cahvintjl and French Churches i 
^nabaptift and ^aker’*% Meetings ; and, if I miflake not, even 
the J^erc/j Synagogue. 

•f* There is not the leaft Grounds for this Report to the Pre- 
judice of the HamburgherSf as I could evidently prove, were it 
not already done, by a more eminent Hand : And, indeed, a 
bare Knowledge of the Conftitution of Hamburg is fufficient to 
refute this Error : and I therefore wonder, how fo able a Wri- 
ter as Monf; Voltaire^ could ^11 into fo egregious a Miftake y 
which, tho’ fufficiently convinced of, he has not thought 
fully to rctraft, in his latter Editioi^. 

Garifon, 
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Gariibn, immediately offer’d to capitulate, and to 
•pay Contribution *, tho’ in vain. Others again 
fay, it was owing to a private Pique of General 
Wdlin£%^ who, as his Eftate lay chiefly in the 
Duchy of Bremen^ fuffer’d greatly by the Danijb 
Invafion f-. Be this as it will, ’tis certain, that 
the Intent was rather to ruin the Flace, than to en- 
rich themfelves by Plunder : And this probably 
was the Reafon why only a , Party of ahJout aoo 
Men were fent to deftroy it, and thefe, either by 
Order, or out of an uncommon Humanity, were 
ib far from adding to the Affli<ftion of the Inhabi- 
tants, by any Afts of Hoftility or Pillage, that 
they, at the fanne Time they were obliged to fct 
Fire to the Houfes, afliftcd, where they could, in 
faving the Furniture, and offers Violence to none: 
Infomuch, that they met mth better Treatment, 
from thcfe their Enemies, than from the 
iurgbers ; who, when they were penifbing for Cold 
and Want, would not open their Gates to give 
them Relief ||. 


* It has been faid, that an aftual A^mment for 5o>ooo 
Dollars was made, and the Mony accordingly paid ; bat that 
it being otherwife refolv’d afterwards, the Mony was return’d. 
This feems to be the moft probable Accoant j and I liavc 
been aiTur’d by an Officer of Diilin^lion, who was prefent at 
the Confultation held in flamiurg, the Afternoon before, that 
•General Steinhek inflfled ilrenuouHy upon fparing the Place $ 
.but that Count IVelkng would give Ear to nothing in its Favor, 
II This is another Afperfion unjuftly caft on the Hmburgbets\ 
•for it is certain, that they readily gave thefc unhappy People 
all the Relief that w^ confillent with their own Safety. Monf, 
rfc? Voltaire carries this Error yet farther, and even in his latter 
Editions pretends, ‘ that the greater Part of thefe miferable 
Wretches expir’d under the Walls of Hamburg ; tho’ I never 
heard, that of about 12, or 14,000 Souls, which was fuppo^ 
ied to be the Number of the Inhabitants of dlUna^ above 20 
loll th^ir Lives upon Uut Qccafion. 


Since 
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Since this Misfortune, yiltenahzs been rebuilt 
in a more fplendid Manner, and enlarg’d •, with a 
fine Town-houfe, and feveral other public Buil- 
dings ; chiefly (as I have been inform’d) with 
Hamburg Many ; for the Lucre of a larger Inte- 
rcft, than is given there : But tho’,^ as 1 obfcrv’d 
above, this Place is of Prejudice to Hamburg ; yet, 
as far as I can perceive, their foreign Trade is very 
inconfiderable here, and confifts chiefly in forward- 
ing Goods brought hither by Shiping, into the 
Inland-Parts'of ' Germany. The King of Denmark 
was in Hopes, by prohibiting all Commerce with 
Hamburgh and obliging his, Subjects to have all 
their foreign Goods from the Places of their Pro- 
duft, to have encreas’d the Trade; as well of this 
Place, as of Copenhagen \ but the good Effedl of it 
has not hitherto appear’d in any very confpicuous 
Manner* *. ' ' ' ' 

' The Inhabitants of this Place are chiefly of the 
meaner Sort ; Artificers, petty Shopkeepers, Kee- 
pers of Public-Houfes of every Sort, good and 
bad, and Jews without Number j who all fubfift 
chiefly on the Folly of the Hamburghersy who will 
not be peffuaded of the Truth of the Proverb, that 
Bejl is heft cheap. ' I have heard terrible Complaints 
Of the Partiality and 'Corruption of the Magiftracy 
of this Place, particularly if a Jew be fconcern’d 
who is furc to win his Caufc, right or wrong. Of 


r 

* The good £fFe£ls, . Author jofily obfervcs, were 
never very corifpicubus, but the bad ones foon appear’d vifible 
enough ; . For, by this Prohibition, the foreign Trade of all 
Denmark h\\ into the Hands of about ten or twelve Perfons 
fome in 'j^^ltenA%:zx)A fbme in Copenhn^en^ half of who m were 
Jewsy who; having monopoliz’d all the foreign Commodities, 
made the Fed of ,theSubje^s^ of Denmark .pay what Prices for 
them they pleas’d : But by the Agreement lately made, between 
Jjamburg znd Denmark, Trade is open again. 

‘ ^ . this 
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thi§^ I have had the moft notorious Inftance given 
me, that ever was heard of in anyNation : A JeWy 
who befides bore the vileft of Charafters, was ac- 
cufed of Forgery, upon the Oath of five credible 
Witneffes, all Cbrijlians ; but he offering to purge 
himfelf by a Negative Oath, he was not only ac- 
quited, but the forged Writings deem’d valid. But 
it is no Wonder, that thefe Wretches are, in this 
Manner, ftrengthen’d in their Villanies by theMa- 
giftrates, when they are encourag’d by Privileges 
from crown’d Heads, which are denied to Chrif- 
tians : Among thefe, they have one in this Pface, 
which is very extraordinary ; as they are all of 
them, whatever other Bufinefs they follow, pro- 
feffedly Pawn-brokers, they have a Patent for tSL- 
'king 2^ per Cent, per Ann, Intereft, on good Se- 
curity, when a Chrijiian is punifhable for taking 
more than fix. 

I N my Way from Altena to this Place, I pafs’d 
thro’ Pinnenburg ?iX\AElmJhorny two inconfiderablc 
Places hot worth your Notice. The Country from 
the latter to this City particularly, and all round 
about it, is exceeding fruitful, and this Fertility is 
occafion?d, in a great Meafure, by the frequent 
Inundations of the River Elby which fo fattens the 
Land, that I think I never faw Corn fo rank as 
what is now Handing on it. The Boors or Peafants 
of this Part of Holjiein are reckon’d the moft opu- 
lent of any in the lower Parts of Germany : I Hop’d 
to bait at one of their Houfes, and it being Sun-' 
day, about Noon, my Hoft was fo politej' feing 
me a Stranger, to ask me to dine with him, 1 ac- 
cepted of his Invitation, and was entertain’d in a 
Manner I little expefted at the^Houfe of a 'German 
BoQKy after having feen the Mifery of thofe who 
inhabit the Countries between Amjlerdam and Ham- 
burg, We had Variety of Difhes, in great Pro- 
fufenefs,lerv*d up, after their Way, in an elegant 

Manner 
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Manner ; and, belides very good home-brew’d 
l^eer, a GJafs o| excellent French and Rhenijh Wine: 
But what i moft admir’d at, was the Ncatnefs and 
Finenefs of the Table-Linen, and a vaft Quantity 
of Plate of every Sort. After Dinner, I ^I’d for 
my Reckoning, the whole Amount of which was 
only 10 for my Horfes, and it was not without 
Difficulty, t perfuaded a Servant to accept of a 
Half-crown Piece. In my Way to Gluckjladty I 
enquir’d of the Waggoner (or Poftilion, as they are 
here call’d) whether all the Boors of this Country 
lived in that hofpitable Manner ? His Anfwer was,- 
they were all rich, and lived well *, but that the 
Perfbn in whofe Houfe I had din’d, might juftly 
be call’d the King of the Boors, and was fam’d for 
keeping a profufe Table, which, he added, he 
could yery well afford : Arid upon my taking No- 
tice, in particular, of his Table-Linen and Plate, 
he gave me the following Hiftory of it : ** Some 
“ Years fince (faid he) our moft gracious Sove- 
“ reign (the. King of Denmark) being in thefe 
“ Parts, did this Farmer the Honor to dine with 
“ him, and let him know his Royal Intention fome 
Days before-hand : The good Man, thinking 
•*.* he could never do enough to fhew his Zeal in 
**- entertaining his Prince, in the beft Manner he 
cquld, laid out a very confiderable Sum in L4- 
** nen, and Plate, behting fuch a Gueft, and has 
** ever. fince been very proud of fhewing it .upon 
** all proper Occafions: But he paid dear for his 
■*» Vanity -, for tho’ the King exprefs’d his Satis- 
** faction in the moft gracious Manner, the Mini- 
^ry thought fit, the enfuing Year, to augmeiK 
“ his Contribution, in Proportion to the folendid 
‘‘ Appearance he had made, on this Occafion. 

QFUCKS7APT, (ot City of Fortune) 
where 1 now am, tho’ but a fmall, is a confiderable 
City of Holfteiny in Stormariat belonging to the 

King 
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King of Denmark^ fituate on the North Banks of 
the Elbt at the Confluence of the with that 
River, about fix German Miles below Hamburg. 
King Cbriftian IV of Penmark rais’d it, aboyt the 
Begining of the 17th Century, at a great gx- 
pence, from the dcfolate State it was before in, and 

f ave it the Name it now bears. It is now a regular 
‘ortification, has fine Walls, and a broad Ditch, 
with a Mole tuning into the Ellf, and Block-houfes, 
the Cannon of which command a good Part, 
and, if I miftake not, the Channel qf the River :■ 
It has a fmall, but very good Harbour, which is, 
fometimes, of great Service to Ship^ coming out of 
the Sea, in the Winter-Seafon, when Drifts of Ice 
hinder their coming up to Hamburg : But when 
that City has been under the Difpleafure of the 
King qf Denmark, it has ferved a? a Prifqn for the 
Ships belonging to it, which have been feiz’d by 
Orders of that Monarch, coming up or going 
down the Elb. 

I NO foqner came wjthin the Gates qf this City, 
than I faw feveral Perfons chain’d to liule Garfs, 
which they drew from Place to Place, and cleansed 
the Streets as they went. Upon Enquiry, I found 
they were Thieves, who are condemn’d to this 
Slavery -for Life. 1 am very much miflaken, if 
the Shame, Hardfhip and Duration of this Punifh- 
ment would not have a better Effedt with us, to 
prevent Thefts, Burglaries and Sireef-I^qbberies, 
than our Methqd qf Tranfportatiqn, and even 
Hanging itfelf. I qbferved another Curiofity bcr 
fqre I got to my Lodgings, which is, that the 
Women walk’d in the Streets here, tho’ it was fine 
Weather, with monidrous Straw-Hats, a$ brqad, 
and almoft as deep, as a middling Walhing-Tub 
fo that there is no fuch Thingas leing their Faces, 
^yitkput flooping ^slow as thiir Waifts. 

I A M, 
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I A M lodgM in a plcafant Houfe, on the Mar- 
ket-Place, which is pretty much frequented by 
Officers and Gentlemen, who have the Appearance, 
at lead, of being of fome Diftinftion ; and as I 
begin to like the. Place, I may, probably, fpend 
three or four Weeks here: I (hall, therefore, have 
Time enough to give you an Account of what far- 
ther Remarks I may poffibly make. In the mean 
Time, I can tell you, that I am very much di- 
verted, in my lodgings, with an amphibious Crea- 
ture, a Kind of Hermophrodite in Appearance, 
znd I cannot yet determine whether Man or Wo- 
man. As I have already heard fome very odd 
Stories of this extraordinary Perfon, I may, pro- 
bably, againft my next, have collefted enough to 
give you a brief Account of her or his Life and 
Charadler, which, if I may judge by the Speci- 
mens I have already, cannot fail of being divert- 
ing. I am, &c. ^ 



Letter XXXVIII. 



*5^ I Ri Gluckstadt. 

H E amphibious Animal , or Hermo- 
phrodite in Appearance, whom I juft 
hinted at, in the Conclufion of my laft 
Letter, turns out a mere Wornan ^ but 
withal a very Amazoriy a Hero^ in Petticoats, who 
has given herfelf the Romantic Name of Lucinda. 
She is, by Birth, a Holjlein Lady, the only Daugh- 
ter of a good Family, who was married at 15 Years 
of Age, to d^ DaniJh H2iror\^ Captain of a Troop 

of 
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of Horfe, of that Nation. The Baron had been 
married to our Heroin^ who follow’d him to the 
Field, not above 1.5 Months, before he had the 
Misfortune to be kill’d, at the famous Battle of 
Gadebufeby in the Duchy of Mccklenburgy fought 
between the Swedes and Danesy in the Year 1712, 
leaving her a young Widow, of little more than 
16, with a Son about three Months old : But this 
Son, as well as her Parents, dying foon after, fiic 
was thereby put into the entire Poffeflion, as well 
of her Father’s as her Hufband’s Eftates, both of 
Which were very confidcrable. A young and beau- 
tiful Widow, with fo great a Fortune, and no In- 
cumbrance, could not want Suitors •, and Ihe had, 
accordingly, very advantageous Offers ; but, thd* 
Ihc was far from (hewing any Averfion to the Male- 
Sex, (he rejedfed them all, and publicly declar’d, 
(he was rcfolv’d to pafs the Remainder of her Life 
in an unreftrainecj Liberty, and in the full Enjoy- 
ment of all the Pleafures her Inclinations could 
fuggeft, and her plentiful Eftate could procure. 
In Order to this, Lucinda reduced her whole Sub- 
ftance to ready Mony, and having fecur’d it in dif- 
ferent Funds, (he depofited her Securities in proper 
Hands, and took a Refolution (the moft whimficaJ, 
fure,» ever Woman took) to make the ^our d' 
lie in the Habit of a Cavalier. Among all her Sui- 
tors, (he feem’d to give the greateft Encouragement 
to Cordelioy a young Foreign Nobleman, of the 
fame gay Temper with herfelf, like her, but 
lately come to his Eftate, and not many Years 
older : And tho’ (he openly declar’d (he would 
never marry him, (he, upon all Occafions, plainly 
difeover’d, that (he delighted in his Converfation. 
To this Nobleman, Lucinda firft open’d her In- 
tention of Travelling, and propos’d his accompa- 
nying her as a Brother. Whether (he gave Cordelio 
Hopes of making him Mafter of her Perfon and 

Fortune, 



Digitized by Google 


350 The German Spy. 

Fortune, at their Return, or whether they. concurM 
in Opinion, to enjoy all the Sweets of .Life, with- 
out tempering them with the bitter Pill of Matri- 
mony, is a Secret ; but he eagerly embraced her 
Propofal, and proper Equipages being prepar’dj 
fuitable to both their Fortunes, they left Hamburg 
together, towards the ConcluGon of the Year 
1714, for Holland i and, after Tome Stay there, 
went to England^ where they fpent their Winter. 
The next Spring, they went to Paris, and from 
thence continued their Tour. They fpent five 
whole Years on their Travels together, and, if I 
may believe her own Relation, lived always in a 
greater Harmony, than they probably might have 
done, had they adually been Brothers : But whe- 
ther with that Continency flie would have it believ- 
ed, is what I very much queftion, and think my 
Incredulity, in that RefpeA, fufficiently grounded 
on the many Circumftances and Pafiages, Ihe her- 
felf has told me, of their Gayeties and Gallantries, 
in feveral Parts of their Travels. I lhall, how- 
ever, tho’ (he has, at Times, been pretty particu- 
lar, in acquainting me with fuch of her Adven- 
tures as would well bear the relating, only tell you, 
that as both their Fortunes were equal to it, they 
were always at the Head of every Party of Plea- 
fure, where-ever they came, and were generally 
diftinguilhed by the Denomination of the two 
wild German Brothers. It was not alone at Balls, 
Maiquerades, Plays, and the like, that they Ihone } 
they drank and gamed with the beft *, and Decla- 
rations of Love and inviolable Conftancy, to the 
Beauties and Toaftsof every Court and City they 
came to, were not wanting. I have always ob- 
ferved a fecret Pleafure in her Countenance, when 
Ihe has related fome of her yfmours with her own 
Sex : What Difficulties fiie has fometimes met 
with to difengage herfeki with any tolerable Rg>u- 
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tation, when, having pu(h*d the Attack with to6 
much Vigor, and the deceived Fair-One has been 
at the very Point of Surrendering, ifhe has beca 
oblig’d to call ?n CordeUo to her Affiftance, and^ 
having put up the Hare, to leave him to run her 
down. Whether fuch Favors did not demand z 
more fenfible Return, than a bare verbal Acknow-^ 
ledgment, which is all fhe would ever confels to 
me, I leave you to judge. But before I bring 
Lucinda bsick from her Travels, I muft tell you^ 
that on their Return, thro* Germany y CordeUo fell 
fick at Augshurgy where he died in her Arrns^ 
after having, by Will, bequeathed her his whole 
Eftate, real and perfonal. One would have thought 
flic muft now have fow’d her wild Oats, and would 
have been inclin’d to fettle in a more decent Man- 
ner ; but Ihe is ftill in the fame rambling Difpo- 
fltion, never remaining above fix Months in a 
Place, and Ihifting the Appearance, at Icaft^ of 
her Sex, as often almoft as her Cloaths. 

You will, by this Time, be naturally inquifitiv^e 
to know by what Means I got fo much into the 
good Graces of this extraordinary Lady, that flic 
would open her Mind with lo much Freedom to ai 
perfeft Stranger, You know already fo much of 
her Charaftcr, as to be fenfible fhc. is forward 
enough in cultivating an Acquaintance, where i 
Foundation is once laid ; in this, however, I Iball 
be fomewhat more particular, and then fliall add a 
Paflageor two of her private Hiftory, which ! 
have come at by other Means, without her Know- 
ledge : But firft Jet me give you a Skizzo of her 
Perfon : She is now fomewhat above Thirty, talli 
well-made, fomething too fat for- a Woman, but 
nimble and adtive •, a fine Complexion, juft mark’d 
with the Small-Pox, not enough to be any 6if- 
grace to her Perfon as a Woman, but advantageous 
to her in her Mate- Capacity,* with Coal-black 

Hair 


55^ 77;^ Ge R M A N Sp T, 

Hair and Eyebrows, and ruddy Cheeks and Lips, 
In Ihort, (he is the very Pidhire of Health, and 
has all the Marks of a hale, robuft Conftitution, , 
with all the Sweetnefs that is defirable in the Fair 
Sex, The firft Day 1 din’d at the Ordinary where 
I lodge, (he appear’d at Table, in the proper Drefs 
of her Sex, ana I muft confels, I thought her the 
the moft agreable Woman I had ever (een, of her 
Age. I found, tho’ (he had never feen me before, 
her Difcour(e was chiefly direfled to me ; we talk- 
ed fometimes in German^ but more in French and 
Italian^ which I perceived (he fpoke with as great 
Pleafure as Readinefs ; and I was charm’d with her 
Converfation, tho’ I could not forbear thinking her 
rather too free and bold for a modeft Woman. 
The next Day, I hop’d to fee her again, at the 
lame Place j but, inftead of her, I faw a young 
Perfon, in the Drefs of an Officer, with a Scarlet 
Suit, richly trim’d with Gold, and a white Fea- 
ther in his Hat, whorn, bv the Similitude of 
Features, I could not but take for her Brother 5 
and I was confirm’d in my Opinion, by the fame 
Perfons, who din’d with us the Day before, ask- 
ing, tho’ with a Sort of a Sneer, the Reafon of 
which I could not then comprehend, how his Sifter 
did? Upon enquiring, after Dinner, of my Land- 
lord, whether Doth Brother and Sifter lodg’d in 
the Houfe? he anfwer’d. Yes 5 but that they were 
both united in one and the fame fingle Perfon ; 
And upon my asking, of which Sex then that Per-; 
fon was, he only replied, that he never betray’d 
the Secrets of hisCuftomers ; but that, if I ftaid 
there a few Days, I might probably find more 
Opportunities than one of fatisfying my Guriofity 
‘ myfelf. 

I N this Uncertainty I was, when I concluded 
my laft Letter to you \ but it was not long before 
1 was undeceived ^ for rifing one Morning earlier 

than 
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(han ordinary, and opening my Cafement, for the 
Sake of a little frefli Air, I found Madam, who lay 
in the Room adjoining to mine, had been up before 
me, and fee her Window open likewife ; and the 
Bed being conveniently fituate for that Purpofe, I 
foon difeover’d her lying upon it, in fuch Manner, 
as gave me ocular Demonftration of her being of 
the Sex I wi(h*d for. She took the firft Opportu- 
nity of my retreating, to rife and come to her 
Window, and upon my returning, after fome pre- 
vious Compliments, fhe afk*d me to breakfaft with 
her, I accepted of her Invitation, and as fhe has 
Wit at Will, befide very good Senfe, and a perfedt 
Knowledge of the World, I fpent my Morning 
very agreably, and have thought myfelf extreamly 
happy in her Converfation very often fince. We 
frequently divert ourfclves abroad, fhe in her Officer’s 
Garb j and fhe rides, fences, plays at Billiards, 
and performs all other manly Kxercifes to a Mi- 
racle ; tho’ fhe wants nothing but a little more 
Modefty, to behave as well in her Female Capa- 
city. I fear, by this Time, you will accufe me, 
in your Mind, of a nearer and more feeling In- 
tercourfe with this agreable Cavalier in Petticoats, 
and tho’ I fhould ufe all the Arguments in the 
World to convince you of the Wrong fuch a Suf- 
picion would do me, it might be of no Effefl: ; I 
fhall, therefore, leave you to your own Thoughts, 
and reft fatisfied in a Sclf-convifton of my own 
Innocence. 

As, however, I had Reafon to believe, my 
agreable Amazon bore no Averfion to the Ways 
of a Man with a Woman, I was very curious to 
get a Knowledge of fome Part of her private Hi- 
ftory. To this End I took every Opportunity of 
founding the Gentlemen who frequent the Houfe, 
but could not obtain any Inteligence that Way. I 
©bferv’d a more than ordinary good Undefftanding 
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between Lucinda and one Major fV , an OfEcer 

of this Garifon •, but found him more referv’d 
than all the Reft, My Landlord, whether drunk 
or fober, prov’d inflexible to all the Temptations 
I laid in his Way, infomuch that I almoft began 
to dcfpair of fatisfying my Curiofity. However, 
at Length, I found my Man, in the Drawer of the 
Houfe, a clever well-made young Fellow, of about 
twenty Years of Age, with a great deal of Viva- 
city, and more Wit and good Senfe, than one 
would expert, I obferv’d him always very flufh 
of Mony, and that he wore better Linen than 
ufual for Perfons in his Station, or indeed than 
the Gentry themfclves generally wear in this 
Country : And when, with this, I obferved 
fome Circumftances of Behavior to him, 

I took it for granted he ferv*d her in the Quality 
either of Pimp or Stallion, or both, I therefore 
refolv’d to watch the firft Opportunity of talking 
with him in private, and a very lucky one loon 
ofFePd. Lucinduy having Occafion to go to Ham- 
lurgy for a few Days, had defired my Landlord 
ro go with her, to aflift her in buying feveral Ne- 
cefiaries fhe wanted, and Feter (for fo the Drawer 
is called) was conftituted Vice- Landlord in their 
Abfence, The very Evening after their Depar- 
ture, I befpoke a Supper in my Chamber, and told 
Veter he muft fupply his Matter’s Place there, as 
well as in every Thing clfc. As the Lad is naturally 
very modeft, it was not without Difficulty I per- 
fuaded him to fit down. Come (faid 1) honeft 
Peter (filling, at the fame Time, a Bumper^ 
“ you and I muft be better acquainted j what 
“ think you of a Health to Madam Lucinda? 
“ (Upon which the Lad fmil’d, and Joy fparkl’d 
in his Eyes;) Nay (continued I) you muft 
“ pledge me, and that in a Bumper too : ;Shc 
very well deferves it : She is a delicious Morfel ^ 

‘‘ and 
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and by fome Circumftances I have pbferved in 
both your Behaviors, I am convinc'd you have 
experienc'd her to be fo. (Here I obferv'd Peter 
blufh'd,^ and was in the utmoft Confufion : ) 
Well ! it is a Folly to deny it, (faid I) you are 
my Rival, and I like you ne'er the worfe for 
You (hall tell me all you know, and I, on 
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my Part, will make you the Confident of my 
Secrets: By this Means, we (hall be the beft 
able to difeover her Intriegues, and. if (he dares 
to jilt us, to join in our Revenge." yib! Dear 
Sir f replied Peter^ with fome Emotion, and a deep 
Sigh ) jilt us, why that Jhe does every Day^ there is 
not an arranter Jilt in Cbrijlendom ! I found I had 
touch'd poor Peter^ who is but a Novice in Love, 
to the (^ick, and that I (hould now foon be Maf- 
ter of all his Secrets. I therefore made him drink 
another Bumper to our better Acquaintance, and, 
at the fame Time, gave him a Suit of caft-off lac'd 
Cloaths, and bid him accept of that fmall Token 
of my future Friend(hip. ‘‘ I added, that we mu(t 
** overlook (mail Frailties, and that, if her Beha- 
“ vior was not too notorious, it would be beft to 
wink at it. Well Sir ('faid Peter) fince I am 
“ difeover'd, I (hall endeavor to merit your Fa- 
vor, by a frank ConfelTion •, you are too gene- 
rous to take any Advantage of it to my Preju- 
dice 5 and as you feem defirous to have fome 
Knowledge of Madam Lucinda's private Con- 
du6l, to (hew my Gratitude, I will give you 
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all the Satisfa£lion that lies in my t ower. It is 
now about four Months fince this Virago came 
to our Houfe, from Rendsburg^ in the Habit, 
and with the Appearance of an Officer, and as 
“ fuch (he was look'd upon by every one, for 
above three Months ; in which Time (he con- 
traded an Intimacy, with fevera! Officers and 
V Gentlemen who are our daily Cuftomers. She 
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“ exprefs’d a more than ordinary Favor and Kind- 
nefs to me, from the very firft Day of her be- 
“ ing here, giving me frequently Mony, calling 
me pretty Fellow, and telling me I was never 
“ defign*d for fo mean a Station, but flie wo aid 
“ foon better my Condition. You will eally 
conceive. Sir, I was not a little proud of fo un- 
expefted a Turn of Fortune, as 1 now had in 
View, but had no Sufpicion of the true Source 
“ of it. Her Generofity foon enabled me, and 
Vanity as foon prompted me, to equip myfelf 
in a. handfbmer Manner, than perhaps became 
me; and Lucinda^ telling me I muft now be all 
of a Piece, gave me a Dozen of fine Holland 
Shirts, charging me, at the fame Time, to be 
“ always clean and neat, when I waited on her. 
“ In lels than a. Month after her being here, fhe 
told me, one Morning, (he had been under 
“ great Anxiety the whole Night, and believ’d 
“ the Houfe was haunted ; it was true, indeed, 
by a Prdudice in Education, and fome idle 
Notions (he had imbib’d in her Infancy, which 
“ (he had never been able to overcome, (he was 
frequently terrified without any Grounds ; but 
it was always fome Days before (he could 
overcome thefe Weakne(Tes. She conjur’d me 
“ to keep what (he had told me a Secret, and that, 
“ as (he could not, ’till (he had recover’d from her 
Fright, poITibly be a Night alone, I would, as 
«« foon as every Body was a-bed, come to bear 
her Company i I had partaken too much of her 
Bounty to refufe her any Thing 5 and therefore 
attended her about Midnight. I found her in 
Bed, and had her Commands immediately to 
lock the Door, and come to Bed to her. I was 
** all Obedience ; but we had not lain long before 
(he convinc’d me how I had been miftaken in 
her Sex, and what Kind of Spirit it was had 

given 
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** given her fo much Uneafinefe the Night before^ 
1 ufed my bell Skill to lay it, and (he was fo well 
“ pleafed with my Exorcifms, that Ihe rewarded 
my Endeavors, in the Morning, with a Purfe of 
‘‘ Gold •, and we employ’d the fame Means after- 
‘ ‘ wards, whenever the Ghoft was troublefom. I 
“ had the Folly, for fome Weeks, to think myfelf 
the only Pcrfon (he honor’d with her Favors ; 
‘‘ nay, was fometimes fo vain to think fhe dcfign’d 
to marry me. But how great was my Surprife, 
when one Night late, going into the Chamber, 

“ as ufual, I found Major in the Place I 

“ was Fool enough to believe, I only had a Right 
“ to. In the Height of my Jealoufy, if a proper 
“ Inftrument had lain in my Way, I believe I 
«« had fpoil’d their Sport for ever. Lucinda ob- 
ferv’d my Confufion, and beckoning me to 
come to the Bedfide, whifpcr’d me not to be 
urieafy, tho’ flie fhould happen to' cuckold me, 

“ it (hould be my Turn next, and I need be under 
no Apprehenfions of lofing her Favor : A 
“ Compliment I had no Rclilh for then, tho’ I 
have pretty well conquer’d my Jealoufy fince, 

“ and her Irregularities are become familiar to me. 

“ I BELIEVE the Major was not then let into 
“ the Secret; tho’ I don’t doubt, but before 
“ Morning he had the fame Spirit to lay, that 
had fir ft introduc’d me into her Lady (hip’s 
Favor. The particular Occafion of Major . 

jfr being with Lucinda^ that Night, was a 

“ very fingular Ad venture ; which, as it will not only 
“ be an Illuftration to her Charader, but induc’d 
“ her to difeover her Sex to all her Acquaintance, 

I fhall give you a circumftancial Account of. 
Lucinda being one Night at a CofFee-houfe, fre- 
quented by Officers and Per^fons of Diftinftion, 

“ a Holfiein Gentleman in the Company, who, , it 
feems, is a Partifan of Sweden^ caft very fevere ' 
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“ Refleftions on the Condufl of t\\tDaniJh Offi- 
cers at the Battle of Gadebufch, adding, that 
if they had not been a Parcel of Cowards, they 
would not have deferred the Field of Battle in 
a Panic. Lucinda thought herfelf fo fenfibly 
touch’d with thefe groundlefs Reflexions, that, 
“ without offering any Arguments to confute 
them, fhe gave the Gentleman fach a Back- 
“ ftroke, with her Fifl:, as made the Blood flow 
plentifully from his Nofe and Mouth. Swords 
were immediately drawn on both Sides •, but 
they being timely parted, Lucinda aflfur’d the 
Holjlein Gentleman fhe would give him Satis- 
faXion the next Morning, at any Place and 
Hour he fhould name, and invited the whole 
Company to be Witneffesof it. The Appoint- 
mein being made, Lucinda ask’d the Major, 
with whom fhe had before contraXed a more 
than ordinary Friendfhip, to . be. her Second, 
“ and; to that End, to fup and ly with her that 
Night, which he accepting of, this was the 
very Time I had the Mortification to find them 
“ in the Manner I have already told you. 

“ The Major was fo pleas’d with his Bedfellow, 
•• that he was in Pain the next Morning, how to 
difengage her from the Promife fhe had . made 
the Night before, which he thought by no Means 
proper for a Perfon of her Sex to perform, and 
therefore offer’d to fight the Duel for her. This 
Lucinda would by no Means confent to, but 
told him, if he would continue his Refolution 
of attending her as Second, he would find fhe 
neither wanted Courage 4ior Skill fufficient to 
“ deal with her Antagonift : Adding, that let the 
Event of the Combat be what it would, fhe 
“ was refolved, at the Conclufion of it, fhe would 
difeover her Sex, if able, and if not, defired he 
would do it, that, if worfted, her Enemy might 

have 
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have lefs Caufe to boaft ; or, if the Advantage 
‘‘ fhould be on her Side, (he might have the more 
Room to triumph. They met at the Time and 
Place appointed, and ended their Quarrel, in 
the Prefence of the fame Company in which it 
“ had taken its Begining. In the firft Attack, 
Lucinda run her Antagonift thro* the left Arm, 
“ and, at the fame Time, received a flight Wound 
** herfcif, in her right Hand \ but this was fo far 
from difeouraging, or difabling her from conti- 
** nuing the Fight, that it did but excite her Vi- 
‘‘ gor, and, in the next Attack, (he difarmM 
‘‘ him. The Seconds, thereupon, run in, to pre- 
‘‘ vent farther Harm \ but Lucinda generoufly re- 
‘‘ ftor*d her Enemy his Sword, told him (he hear- 
“ tily forgave him the unwary Difeourfe which 
‘‘ had occafioned this Quarrel, as (lie hop*d he 
‘‘ would her the Blow he had, in a Manner, ex- 
“ torced from her, and defired they might now be 
“ good Friends. The Pacification being foon 
made and ratified, Lucinda invited the whole 
Company to dine with her : After Dinner, 
“ among other Difeourfe, the Holftein Gentle- 
man ask*d Lucinda^ whether he (taking her to be 
an Officer) had hmfelf been in the Engagement at 
Gadebufeh;. on the Danifh Side^ ftnee he had been 
fo ready to hazard his Life, in Defence of the Ho- 
‘‘ nor of that Nation. Lucinda immediately an- 
“ fwer’d. No •, but that her Husband^ the late Baron 
“ N— had been kill'd in that Battle^ and Jhe was 
“ well affur'dy that as well he^ as the Reft of the 
“ Officer s^ had behaved in fueb Manner y as to de- 
“ ferve no Reproach. You will eafily conceive. 
Sir, the Aftonifhment of the whole Company, 
and the Confufion of the Holftein Gentleman, 
“ to find he had been defeated by a Woman : But 
“ Ibme Doubt yet remaining, Lucinda threw open 
her Bolbm, and gave the Company ari incon- 
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“ teftable Proof, that they were entertaining a 
“ Lady inftead of a Gentleman. Since this, Lu- 
“ cinda has made no Difficulty of appearing altcr- 
“ natively in the Habit of either Sex, and, ac- 
*« cording to the Drcis of the Day, is diftinguilh- 
** ed by the different Titles of Sir, or Madam.” 
Here Peter would have ended his Relation; 
but I put him in Mind, that what he had related 
of the Major and himfelf did not prove Lucinda to 
be fo arrant a Jilt, as he, in his Heat, had accus’d 
her of being, in the Begining of his Difcourfe ; 
whereupon he acknowledged, tho’ with fome Re- 
ludlance, that he had been often oblig’d to fcrve 
her in a double Capacity ; (and named icveral of 
her Paramours, whom 1 knew ;) which, tho’ flie 
rewarded him bountifully for his Pains, had given 
him fuch a Diftafte to her Pcrfon, that he had 
Ibmetimes Thoughts of retiring privately, and 
ihould already have done it, but that he fear’d it 
might give Occafion to his being accufed of more 
than he had ever been guilty of. He likewife ad- 
ded, that his Mafter was privy to moft of her In- 
triegues ; but that the Mony me Ibent, and caus’d 
to be fpent, in his Houfe, blinded him, and that 
he rather encourag’d, than difeourag’d them. For 
my Part, her being fo common a Proftitute, abated 
very much of the Efteem I had before conceived for 
her, and I immediately refolved to break off our 
Cbrrefpondence, by leaving the Place fooner than 
I otherwife intended to do. This I acquainted her 
with at her Return, adding, that I hoped to fee 
her again this Winter in Hamburg, which Ihe has 
affured me I fhall, tho’ cannot fay I lhall be fo 
very fond of it *. 

I THINK 


• If I may be allow’d to ggefs at the Perfon here meant, 
and I believe I have feen her more than once, ihe could not 

have 
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I THINK to depart to-morrow for ^onmngen^ 
and you may probably hear from me again, be- 
fore I return to Hamburg ; but where-ever I am, 
be aflurM of my being moft fincerely, 


have performed her Promife ; for fhe was fhot thro’ the 
Head, foon after, in another Duel ; tho’ Ihe hardly deferv*d 
to dy in fo honorable a Manner ; and fome lhameful untimely 
End would have been a more fuitable Reward for her profli- 
gate Courfe of Life. If I am right in my Conjefture, fhe 
was as arrant a Cheat, as fhe was a Libertine, and grofsly 
deceived our Author in the Account fhe gave him of the for- 
mer Par^ of her Life. She was not of a good Family, nor 
ever married to a Danijh Baron, as fhe pretended ; but a com- 
mon flroUing Strumpet, who, about the Time fhe mentions, 
followed the Danijh Camp ; and as the Baron had fometimes 
convers'd with her, pretended to be his Widow after his Death, 
and had the Impudence toafTume his Name. She did, indeed, 
afterwards delude a young Nobleman, with wh ?m fhe tra- 
velled feveral Years under the Denomination of a Brother, 
and, in the End, became Mafter of his Eflate, in the Manner 
related above of Cordelia : But having foon Squander'd it away, 
in all Manner of Debauchery, fhe continued in Men’s Cloaths, 
and turn’d common Sharper, Gamefter, and Pretender to the 
Philofopher’s Stone ; by which, with the Help, no Doubt, of 
Intrieguing and Pilfering, as Opportunity offer’d, fhe kept up 
a tolerable Figure, ’till fhe, at Length, made her Exit^ ia 
the Manner I have above related. 




Letter 
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Letter XXXIX. 

S I Rj Helgoland. 

A M at a Lofs, whether to date this Let- 
ter from the Land or Sea> in fo uncom- 
mon a Situation I am at prefent. I 
have, indeed, Terra Ftrmay or rather a 
folid Rock, under my Feet ; but it is of fo fmall 
a Circumference, and at fo great a Diftance from 
any Shoar, that I rather fancy myfelf in a Ship 
at Sea, than in an inhabited Ifland. But be- 
fore I give you an Account of this extraordinary 
little Place, it may not be amifs firft to tell you 
how I came hither. 

The firft Place of Note I came to, after I 
kft Gluckjladty was Tonningen^ and 1 obferved no- 
thing in my Way thither, worthy your Notice. 

tONN INGEN is the principal Town of 
the Territory of Eyderjlcdty belonging to the Du- 
chy of Slefwick^ probably fo calPd from the Word 
Tonnen (Tuns or Casks) of which likewife its Coat 
of Arms confifts. This Place is famous for a con- 
venient Haven at the Mouth of the River Eyder^ 
(which, ever fince the Time of Cbarlemaign^ has 
been the Boundary between Germany and Drw- 
mark) where it flows into the German Ocean ; as 
well as on Account of its excellent Fortifications •, 
the firft of which, built by Duke George Frederic^ 
of Holjlein Gottorp^ arc faid to have coft 700,000 /. 
It was taken by the Danes^ in 1675, and laid level 
with the Ground. Duke Cbrijlian Albrecbt re- 
built k in 1680, and Duke Frederic again made it 

a ftrong 
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a ftrong Fortrefs. In 1700, the King of Den- 
mark caus’d it to be befieg’d by the Duke of 
tenbergy and bombarded it in the moft furious 
Manner ; but he was oblig’d, after a Siege of fix 
Weeks, to abandon it. In 1715, on Occafion of 
the Swedijh General Steinbock*s retiring thither, 
after the Battle of Gadebufeb, and being admited by 
the Duke Adminiftrator of Ilolfieiny it was taken 
by the DaneSj and the Fortifications raz’d a fe- 
cond Time. During this Siege, when the City 
was in great Extremity for Want of Provifions, 
feme private Englijh Adventurers attempted to re- 
lieve it, and fited out a fmall Fleet for that Pur- 
pofe, at the Head of which was that fiimous Ship, 
call’d the Duchefsy which fail’d round the World, 
and took the rich Acapulco three or four Years 
before. But the Pilots having taken up the Buoys, 
at the Mouth of the River, they ail perifli’d, with 
the beft Part of their Loadings, and I remember 
to have been fliewn the Lion of the Duchefs, fix’d 
at a Corner of one of the Streets of Hamburg. 
The Country round about it is very fVuiTuI, and 
affords excellent Pafture. The prefent Inhabitants 
are ^ Mixture of Friejlanders^ Saxons y Danes and. 
Dutch, the latter of which have introduced the 
Sed of David Joris into this Place. This Town 
is likewife noted for a confiJerabie Manufidturc 
of Bone-lace, of which it furnifhes large Quanti- 
ties to almoft all Parts of Germany, 

I STAID near a Month in Fonningen ; but, du- 
ring that Time, made ftveral Excurfions to fomc 
of the neighboring Places, and particularly \.o Frc- 
deticjladt and Slefwick. The former is a pretty little 
City, at about two German Miles Diltance from 
^onningen^ built by Frederic y 'D\x\c.t of Slefwick- HoU 
Jieiny in the Year 1622, at the Confluence of the 
Rivers, Trenna and Ryder, If \ miftake not, the 
firft Inhabitants of it were Duteb^ who were tempt- 
/ ed 
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cd to fettle there by certain Privileges granted 
them; and the prcfent Inhabitants fcem to be a Race 
of that Nation, as well by their Afpedl, as by their 
Manners and Cuftoms, and even their Language 
differs fomething from that of the Country. 

Sleswick is the Capital of the Duchy of that 
Name, otherwifc call’d South Jutland, beyond the 
Bounds of the Roman Empire, and fo prop>erly in 
Denmark. It is fituate on the River Sley^ that falls 
into the Balticky about four German Miles below 
this City, which was formerly a Place of confide- 
rable Trade, and has a fine Haven, but is now 
greatly decay’d. 

This whole Country was terribly harrafs’d, 
during the late Northern War, by the feveral Ar- 
mies of Denmark^ Sweden^ Saxony^ and Mufcovy^ 
alternately ; but I have heard the Inhabitants fre- 
quently fay, that they would rather chufe to have 
a Vifit from the Swedes as Enemies, than from the 
Mufeovites as Friends : For the former had the 
Companion to leave them fomething ; but the lat- 
ter, as good Allies, llrip’d them of all they had. 

Having heard much of this little Ifland of 
Helgoland^ or, as fome call it, Heilig Land (Holy 
Land) I rcfolvcd to take a fmall Voyage hither, 
and for that End went from Tonningen to Hufunty 
the neareft Port to embark to it. 

HUSUM is fituate on the little River Ow, 
which forms a good Haven there, near the Banks 
of the North Jea^ juft oppofite to the little Ifland of 
Nord’Strandy and about four or five German Miles 
from Helgoland : It has a noble Caftle, built by 
Duke Aaolpb of Holjleiny in 1582, and is generally 
the Refidcnce of the Duchels-Dowagers of Slefwick- 
Holjlein. This Place drives a great Trade with 
Horfes and Cattle, and is famous for an Oyfter- 
Fifhery, on the Banks of the German Ocean, near 
it. At this Place, I embark’d iri one of the Heh 
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Fiflier-Hoys, and both Wind and Weather 
being favorable, arrived here in a few Hours. 

The Ifland of Helzoland is faid to have been 
formerly above four German Miles in Circumfe- 
rence; but in the Year 800, a good Part of it 
funk at once into the Sea, and in 1300, another 
Part was overflown by the fame Element. What 
now remains may properly be divided into three 
Parts: The upper, or main Ifland, which rifes 
about 50 Yards high, a folid reddifh Rock, al- 
moft perpendicular out of the Sea, and is inhabi- 
ted ; the Lower Ifland, or Sand, at the Foot of 
one Side of the Upper Ifland, which is likewife 
inhabited ; and the Candy Downs or Hillocks, with 
a Rock at the End of them, which rife to no 
great Height from the Sea, and are uninhabited. 
At Low-Water, there is a narrow Communication 
between the lower inhabited Ifland, and the fandy 
Downs ; but at High-Water, it is overflown. 
On thefe Downs, and in the Sand on the Lower 
Ifland, are found a Sort of Flints, which are cruft- 
cd over like a Pebble ; but the Infide is as red as 
Blood, and excellent for Eirelocks. Some Part of 
the fmaller Rock affords a Sort of Stone, which, 
when broken, is fomething tranfparent, and feems 
to be full of Gold Sand, not unlike the Italian 
Stone caird VenturinOy but neither fo bright, nor 
fo clear. Whether this Rock has ever afforded 
any Gold, or not, I have not been able to learn 
On the Lower Ifland, arc only two or three tole- 
rable Houfes, and about 50 or 60 Fifher-Huts ; 


* I hare fcen, in the Chamber of Rarities at Copenhagen, a 
Ring, faid to be made of Gold extra6led from this Rock : But 
they tell you, the Particles of Gold are fo fmall, and fo lock'd 
up in the hard Stone, that it will not anfwer the Charge of 
Refining. 
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the principal Inhabitants living on the upper Iflanci, 
probably becaufe the lower IflanJ, being almofl: a 
flat Sand, with a gradual, but almofl: imperceptible 
Defccnt to the Sea, upon high Floods the Sea 
reaches almofl to the very Foot of the Rock, and 
fills the lower Part of their Houfes with Water. 

The Communication between the lower and 
upper Ifland is, by a Pair of wooden Stairs fix’d 
to the Side of the Rock, broad, and of an eafy 
Afcent. The Top of thefe Stairs land at the 
Governor’s Houfe, and there is no Paflage from 
them to the Ifland but thro* the very Guard-room, 
where the fmall Garifon, which is always kept 
there, is quarter’d : And as, befides this, there 
are Cannon planted on the Ridge of the Rock to- 
wards the Haven, which command it, but are out 
of the Reach of any Artillery from Ships riding 
there, one would look upon the upper Ifland as 
impregnable *, efpecially as, in Cafe of a Blockade, 
there is a Spring of frefh Water arifing out of the 
Rock, and this Ifland affords both Corn and Mea- 
dow-Land, fufficient for the Inhabitants. What 
Effedt Artillery planted on the Downs may have 
on the upper Ifland, I fhall not pretend^ to fay : 
But be this as it will, it is certain that the Danes 
took it from the Holjleiners^ in the lafl Northern 
War, and are in Pofleflion of it to this Hour. 
On the upper Ifland is the Church, and about 150 
or 200 Houfes. The Inhabitants are all either 
Pilots or Fifliermen, or both, and almofl wholly 
fornifli the City of Hamburg (from which this 
Ifland is diftant 18 German Miles) with Sea-Fifh. 
They are a ftrong hale People, tho’.the meaner 
Sort of them live very hard, and eat iittle clfe but 
Fifli, frefh or dried, and brown Rye-Bread, with 
Water for their Drink, and hardly eat a Bit of 
Meat, or drink a Draught of Beer, from Year’s 
End to Year’s End. In general, they are look’d 

upon 
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upon to be a tricking, griping, wicked People, of 
wiiicli Tome of the Inftances given are their Ex- 
tortion for Pilotage, when Ships are in Diftrefs, 
in bad Weather, or have loft their Anchors and 
Cables, tho’ it be good Weather ; and their Cruel- 
ties and Pilferings when Ships are ftranded on their 
Coaft. It is faid, that they oblige their Pricfts to 
offer up their Prayers to the Almighty, that Ships 
may be caft away within their Jurifdiftion ; but 
this I take to be a Calumny. He does indeed pray 
for a Bleffing upon the Endeavors of the Inhabi- 
tants, in their feveral Callings ; and as this may 
be fiid to be one of them, fb far the Report may 
have fomc Grounds. At Hufum, I met with a Lu^ 
theran Prieft, feemingly a very honeft, Icber Man, 
who left the Living of Helgoland^ bccaufe he could 
no longer bear with the Wickednefs of his Con- 
gregation, and chufes rather to live on a fmall 
Eftate of his own, hardly fufficient to fiippon 
Life ; but I have been told here, that the imme- 
diate Caufe of his leaving it was this : One of* the 
principal and richeft Inhabitants, a Son of the chief 
Magittrate, having married a young and beautiful 
Wife, was caught, foon afterwards, in the very 
A6t of Beftiality with a Cow •, and tho* the Fa<ft 
was plainly proved upon him,' and he was brought 
to his Trial, by Means of a large Sum of Mony, 
properly placed, he was acquired. 

The Hamhurghers are at the Expence of 
keeping a Light-houfe on the upper Ifland, which, 
from the Height of it, may be feen at a great 
Diftance out at Sea, and is a great'Safety and Guide 
to Ships coming towards the Elb ; and, indeed, 
this little Ifland feems almoft to be providentially 
left for the Security of that Navigation ; for it is 
fo deep a Bay to the Mouth of that River, with 
Shoals out of Sight of Land, that it would be 

next 
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next to impoffible to find it, were it not for fome 
filch Guide. 

It is fa id of this Ifland, as of IrelandyXkvdX no 
venomous Creature will live on it ; but perhaps 
with as little Truth. One Thing I have obfcrvM 
here, with Pleafure, that it is common for all Sort 
of wild Fowl to fettle on this Ifland, fo tir*d with 
flying at Sea, that they are not able to rife again, 
but will fuffer you to take them up with your Hands. 
They have a Tradition here, that about the Year 
1530, above 2000 of the Inhabitants of this Ifland 
had their Maintenance from the Herring-Filhery 
only ; but that having caufed a Herring to be dif- 
dainfully whipt with Rods, the whole Fry left them, 
and they have never fcen any on their Coatts 'fince. 
This idle Story might have pafs’d among the Po- 
pifli Legends \ but as this happened to be about the 
Time of the Reformation, I think it rather to be 
fome old Wifc*s Tale, to divert Children in a 
Winter^s Evening. 

As I have little or no Converfation here, my 
Stay will be fhort ; I fend you this by Means of 
a Ship bound from Hamburg for London^ which 
put in here by Strefs of Weather. I think to leave 
this Ifland to-morrow or next Day, and land at the 
neared Place on the Southern Banks, of the Elb. 
You will probably hear from me from Stade^ where 
Idcfigntoflay fome Time, ’till when, as ever. 
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Letter XL< 


I Ry S T A D e; 

CcoRDiNG to what I wrote you in my 
A laft, I left Helgoland in one of their Fiflier- 
Hoys, and landed on the South Foreland, 
of the River Elby in the Bailiwick of 
Ritzbutiel. 

RITZBUTTEL (or Ritzenbuttel ) is the 
Bailiwick of which I gave you an Account in a 
former Letter, belonging to the HambiirgherSy on 
the Coaft of the Duchy of Bremeyiy where the 
South-Elb falls into the North-Sea, I have already 
given you an Account by what Means the Hatn- 
burghers gotj and have hitherto kept Poffeflion of 
this Place. I lhall now only add, that they have 
a pretty good Haven here, call’d Cuxbavcn^ which 
is of great Benefit to Ships coming on the Elby in 
Winter, when the River is full of Ice. Here, 
likewife, the Hamburghers have their privileged 
Pilots, who, by their Statutes, ought to have al- 
ways a Yacht at Sea, near the outermoft Buoy, 
ready to put a Pilot or two, as Occafion may re- 
quire, on Board of every Ship coming into the 
Elb: But, notwithftanding the River Elb is one 
of the moft dangerous in Europe to come into^ as 
all Ships coming to Hamburg are oblig’d to pay half 
Pilotage, whether they have any Pilots on Board or 
not, they are feldorh at Sea biit in good Weather, 
when they are leaft wanted, which has occafion’d 
the Lofs of many a rich loaden Ship within the 
River. I think I have not hitherto given you any 
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Account of this River, one of the moft famous in 
Germany i and noted in ancient Hiftory for feveral 
Conflifts between the Romans and ancient Germans^ 
I (hall therefore lay hold of this Opportunity to 
do it. 

The River Elk arifes in Silefia on the RtefenGe- 
large (or Giants Mountains) in the Lordfhip of 
belonging to the Counts of Schaffgott^ on 
the Borders of Bohemia. There are, at firft, two 
Streams, one caird the Great Elb^ arifing from fix 
Springs, and the other call’d the Little Elb^ aiifing 
from five Springs. They afterwards join near 
Gendorff^ and thus united, taking in its Courfe 
thro* Bohemia^ Upper and Uower Saxony^ feveral 
other confiderablc Rivers, falls, at Length, into 
the German Ocean near Ritzbuttel, about 14 Ger- 
man Miles below Hamburg, 

Adjoining to the Bailiwick of Ritzbuttel, is 
the little Diftridl of Hadeln, the Capital of which 
is Otterndorffy on the River Medame, This Dit 
trift came, in the i6th Century, from the Arch- 
bilhops of B remen y to the Houfe of Saxe-Lnuem^ 
lurg ; but the Male-Line of that Houfe becoming 
extinft, in the Year 1689, and a Difpute arifing 
concerning the Inheritance,, between me Female 
Heirs, and the King of Sweden^ the Emperor caus’d 
it to be taken into Sequeftration, by the Troops of 
the Circle of Lower Saxony ^ under which Sequeftra- 
tion it remains to this Day. My Way from Hadeln 
to this Place, lay thro* the Principality of Verden^ 
and Part of the Duchy of Bremeny of both which 
I; (hall give you a brief Account. 

V E R^DE N (or perden) was formerly a Bi- 
fhop*s See, under, the ArchbiChop of MentZy infti- 
tuted by CbarlemaigHy in the Year 776, of which one 
Schwibrachty an Englijh Bendi£line Monk, was the 
firft Bifliop. Some have pretended to fay, but 
without any Grounds^ that this Sec was firft laid 

at 
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at a little Town call Konnede^ and others that the 
firft Bifhop refided at Bardewick. In 890, Bifhop 
IVighert gave jiis whole paternal Eftate to this See, 
In 994, Bruno^ Duke of Saxony, and Bilhop of 
Verden, was elcdted Pope, and took the Name of 
Gregory V. Bifliop George, of the Houfe of 
Brumjwkk, embraced the Doftrine of Luther, 
whicli his Succeffor, Bilhop Eberhard fully intro- 
duced, Francis William the laft Bilhop, endea- 
vor’d to rdlore the Roman Catholic Religion % but 
GuftdvuS Adolfbas, King of Sweden, carrying it, 
at that Time, with a high Hand, in Lower Saxony, 
the Bilhop was oblig’d to retire, whereupon John 
Frederick, Duke of Saxony, and Archbilhop of 
Bremen, took Poflellion of the See of Verden ; as 
his Name-fake, and Succcflbr, a Prince of t)en- 
mark, did after his Death 5 and fo it remain’d till 
the Peace of Weflpbalia, when it was converted to 
a Principality, and Sweden invefted with it, as an 
hereditary Fief of the Empire. In 1675, the 
T roops of Lunenburg and Munjler feiz’d this Prin- 
cipality, and would have divided it \ but were 
oblig’d to reftore it, in 1679, purfuant to the 
Treaty of St. Germains. In 1799, it was pawn’d 
to the Eledtor of Hanover, and purfuant to a 
Treaty concluded in 1719, transfer’d to that Houfe 
for ever. The Town of Ferden, which is the 
Capital of this Principality, and is now of very 
little Note, Ls fituated on the River Alter, at about 
20 Miles diftance from Bremen, to the Elall, and 
hear twice as far from Hamburg, to the South. 

The Duchy of Bremen was formerly an Arch- 
bilhoprickj.of the Inftitution of which, under CAijr- 
lemaign, I gave you fome Account in a former 
Letter from the City of that Name. It takes in 
the bell Part of the Country, between the two Rivers 
Elb and Wefer, almolt from the Sea, and the 
Duchy of Oldenburg, iq the Wejt, quite up to the 
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Duchy of Lunenburg^ to the Eaji, That Part of 
it which* is fituate on the two Rivers is ex- 
ceeding fruitful, and the Inhabitants rich ; but the 
Inland Country is raw, fandy, and chiefly Heath, 
and the Inhabitants much in the fame poor State, 
as thofe of the adjoining Duchy of Lunenburg^ of 
whom I lhall probably have Occafion to fay more 
hereafter. Of their feventh Archbifhop Hojerus^ 
who died Ann. 910, they have a Legend, that 
his Grave being open’d 120 Years after his Death, 
nothing was found in his Coffin, but the Pillow 
his Head had lain on, from whence it was con- 
cluded, and believ’d in thofe Days of Ignorance, 
that his Body was tranflated to Heaven. In the 
Time of Archbifhop Frederic^ Son of Cbriftian IV, 
King of Denmark^ who fucceeded to this See in 
1634, the whole Country was taken by the Swedes y 
and by the Treaty of Weftphdliay being converted 
into a Duchy, that Crown was invefted with it, 
in the fame Manner as with the Principality of 
Verden. In the fame Manner, likewife, it was 
feiz’d by the Troops of Brandenburgs Lunenburg 
and Mu n fiery in 1675, but was reftored to 
Sweden^ by the Peace of Nimeguen, In 1712, it 
was taken by the DaneSy but the Elcftor of Han- 
over having before advanced the King of Sweden^ 
a confiderable Sum, on the Security of it, it was 
by Agreement fold to the late King George^ for 
three Millions of Dollars. 

SL*AD E is the mofl confiderable Place in the 
Duchy of Bremeny on the River Schwingy which 
falls into the Elby about two Englijh Miles below it. 
It is about five German Miles from Ha)nburgy and 
about twelve from Bremen. This City had for- 
merly the Title of a Marquifate, and Henricus 
CalvuSy who, at the fame Time^ polTefs’d Bit- 
tnarjhy was made the firft Marquis of It, by Hen- 
ricus AucepSy in 940, His Succeffors were 4 ike- 
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wile, Marquifes of Brandenburgs and refided at 
Alten-Landsbergi four German Miles from Berlin. 
Hartwicks the Jaft of the Line, who was firft Pro- 
yoft, and afterwards Archbifliop of Bremen^ left 
it to that Metropolitans and died in ii68. And 
tho* Henrys the Lions of Saxonys took Poflelfion 
of it, when he was put in the Ban of the Empire, 
it was reftor’d in i i8o. It was afterwards a free 
Jmperial City, and one of the Hanfe, but in 1648, 
was, by the Treaty of Munfters given up to SwedeUs 
together with the See of Bremen. In 1676, it was 
taken by the Duke of Brumfwick ; but, in 1680, 
was reftor’d to Sweden. In 1712, it was taken by 
the King of Denmark^ after a very vigorous De- 
fence, and was Ibid, together with the whole Duchy, 
to the late King George, as Eledtor of Hanover^ 
and is now in the Poffelfion erf his prefent Majefty, 
and like to remain fo. The Fortifications, which 
were almoft ruin’d at the laft Siege, are repair’d, 
and the Place put into a good Condition of De- 
fence ; but a great Part of the Town, which was 
then laid in Afhes, is yet unbuilt. 

At the Mouth of the Schwings at a Place call’d 
Brunjhufens our King has a confiderable Toll, 
where all Ships coming out of the Sea, up the 
Elbs are oblig’d to flop, and give an Account of 
their Loading for which, at their Arrival at 
Hamburgs they are oblig’d to pay a certain Duty, 
according to a Book of Rates, to a Comptroller 
plac’d there, for that Purpofe, by the Government 
of Hanover. The Hamburghers, however, are 
not oblig’d to flop here, an ancient Right, which 
they have long enjoy’d, on Account of their being 
•at the Charge of buoying the River, and keeping 
the Light- Houfe at Helgoland. In Order to oblige 
all Ships to bring to, there rides a Ship of 24 Guns*^ 
at Anchor on the Elb, at the Entrance into the 
Schwings which wears Englijh Colors ; and on the 
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Shoar, near it, is a Fort that has a certain Num> 
ber of Cannon mounted, which command the 
Channel of the River. This Man of War is of 
Service to the Englijh in Trade and Navigation; 
for when, at any Time, as I have been iritbrm’d 
it frequently happens, the Hamburgbers have, by 
feme illicit Means or others, procur’d Englijh 
MeMterroium PalTes, or have fuffer’d their Shippers 
to decoy Englijh Sailors into their Service, the 
Government of Stade, at the Requeft of Mr. IV— cb, 
has made no Difficulty to caufe fuch Hamburgher 
Ships to be ftop’d by their Man of War, and En- 
glijh PalTes and Sailors to be taken out, and de- 
liver’d to the Britifi Minifter, and lam inform’d 

Mr. L d has been lately here on fuch an Oc- 

cafion. By this Means a Stop has, in a great Mea- 
fure, been put to fuch clandeftine Pradices, and the 
Rights and Freedom of the Englijh Commerce 
preferv’d. The Captain of this Man of War, 
hearing there was an Englijh Gentleman in the 
Place, invited me in a very polite Manner, to dine 
on board his Ship, and gave me a very elegant 
Receptipn. I have been here, and in the Neighbor- 
hood, about three Weeks ; fo defign to return to 
Hamburg to morrow, and, after a Ihort flay there, 
to vifit Lubeckt fome other Parts of Holjlein, and 
the Duchy of Mecklenburg^ of which my future 
Letters lhall give you the beft Account I lhall be 
able to procure. , In the mean T ime, 
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Letter KH. 

SIR , Hamburg, 

Y laft to you was of the from 

Stade 3 I departed the next Day for this 
Place, and had a very pleafant Journy, 
chiefly on artificial Dykes, raiVd to 
keep the Elb from overflowing its Banks, and lay- 
ing the low Lands under Water ; which it other- 
wife would frequently do, efpecially at Spring tides 5 
and there have been fome Inftances of fuch high 
Tides, with North-Weft Winds, that have even 
overflowed thefe artificial Banks, or, by the Violence 
of the Flood, broke thro* them ; which, at fuch 
Times, have been the Caufe of great Mifery and De- 
folation to the Inhabitants. I remember, upon this 
'.Occafion, a very remarkable Story told me by a 
noted Hamburg Shipper^ call’d Ulrick Janjfen. 
.This honeft Man, being coming from London for 
Hamburgh two or three Days after fuch a Difafter, 
when be approach’d the Elby obferved fomething, 
at a Diftance, driving on the Surface of the Sea, 
which he at firft, imagin’d to be the Wreck of a 
Ship, and, by the Help of a Glafs, perceiv’d fome 
People upon it. Upon this, he made up towards 
it ; but how great was his Surprife, when coming 
nearer, he found it to be the thatch’d Roof of a 
Houfe, which had been drove away by the Inun- 
dation, with a Man, a Woman, and five Children 
firing aftride upon it, ahnoft perifh’d with Hunger 
and Cold , having been drove about, in that Con- 
dition, without any Suftenance, 42 Hours 5 whofe 

Lives, 
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Lives, he, however, faved, by taking them into his 
Ship, and carrying them with him to Hamburg. 
Blit to return to my Journy ; I obfcrved, almoft 
the whole Way to Boxtebude^ adjacent to thefe 
artificial Banks, were Orchards, containing a pro- 
digious Nupiber of all Manner of Fruit-trees, the 
Produft of which are, in their feveral Seafons, - 
carried to Market to Hamburg, There, likewife, 
appeared a Chearfulnefs in the Countenances of the 
Boors^ that, together with their Houfes (one End 
of which are, at leaft, brick’d and til’d, and fome 
of them of two Stories) plainly Jfhews the Fruitful- 
nefs of this Part of the Country, beyond that I 
pafs’d thro*, in my Way from Bremen. 

B 0 X*T E HIJ D which I juft mentionM in ' 
a former Letter, on Occafion of my Journy from 
Bremen to Hamburgh was, in ancient Times, a 
City and Fortrefs of fome Note, and as fuch ad- 
mited into the Hanfcatick League. Its firft Rife 
was by Means of a Convent of Nuns, founded in 
that Place, by a Noble Family of the fame Name, 
and, in the Time of 'Em^xox Rudolph \, Arch- 
bifliop Gifelbert endowed it with the Priveleges of 
a City 5 which it, indeed, ftill retains, and has 
Burghermafters and Senators, but is otherwifc, at 
this Time, little better than a Village, It is 
lituated on the River EJiy about a German Mile 
from its Conflux with the Elb^ and about three from 
Hamburg,, in the Duchy ot Bremen^ and confc- 
quently now fubjecft to our King, as Eleftor of 
'Hanover. It is now remarkable for nothing but 
an idle Story they tell you in Hamburgh as a Banter 
upon thofe who are fuppos’d to want fuch a Repair 
of Nature i that there is a Smith in this Place, 
who, with the Afliftance of his Daughter, has 
the Art of new fteeling the Memhrurn Vtf'ile j but 
whence this ridiculous Tale firft arofe, I am not 
inform’d. As, the laft Time ot my being here, I 
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crofs’d the Elb^ and went by Land to Hamburg 5 (b 
I now went up that River by Water, and arrived 
here, with Wind and Tide, in about two Hours. 

Ii^ANDED at the Baum-haufz, of which I 
gave you a Defcription in a former Letter, and, 
in my Walk from thence to my Lodgings, ob- 
ferved, to my great Surprize, at almoft every 
Door, a Bullock tied, and the Streets very filthy- 
with the Blood and Excrements of thefe Beafts. 
Upon Enquiry, I found it was cuftomary, at this 
Time of the Year, for every Houfe- keeper to 
flaughter a Bullock, and fome two or three, ac- 
cording to the Largenefs of their Families, for their 
Winter-Provifion 5 which is done with great For- 
mality in their Houfes, and is generally attended 
with great Feafting and Expence. During this 
Seafon, which lafts fix or eight Weeks, there is a 
live Market for Bullocks, three Days in the Week, 
which lafts till Noon. Thither every Burgher re- 
pairs, to buy his Beaft or Beafts, ; and having 
bargain’d for them, they are drove to their Hou- 
fes, where th^ ftand tied to their Doors, three or 
four Hours, for a Shew, to be admir’d by their 
Neighbours and Acquaintance. In the Afternoon, 
they are led into the Hall or Entrance into the 
Houfe, fometimes ‘with great Difficulty, up feve- 
ral Steps, where’ they krt flaughter’d, and after 
they are flay’d, and the Intrails taken out, are 
hung up by the hind Legs, adorn’d, in a ridiculous 
Manner, with cut Paper on the Fore-legs, in Imi- 
tation of Ruffles, and a large Bunch of the fame 
on the Tail ; a fine Damask- Napkin a-crols the 
Breaft, the Body expanded, and frequently a Board, 
or Shelf in the Infide, with a large Glafs, of two 
Quarts or more of Wine upon it, to entertain 
every one who comes, to drink to the Health, or 
pious Memory (call it which you pleafej of the De- 
ceafed. In this Manner, they hang two or three 

Days, 


378 The German Spy. 

Days, and nothing but Feafting during the whole 
Time j infomuch, that it is common to fpend as 
much at thefe ridiculous Feftivals, as their Bullocks 
coft them. In the mean Time, the good Wives, 
with three, four, or more AiTiftants, have their 
full Employ, in preparing the Guts and Garbage, 
of which they make an Infinity of different favory 
Difhes, which are preferv’d for thcmfelves and Ser- 
vants } and nothing is thrown away but the Excre- 
ments, and a Part only of the Blood, which they 
feem likewife to part unwillingly with. Generally 
the third D&y, the Bullocks are cut up into proper 
Pieces for faking and fmoaking, being firft duly 
weigh’d, and the neat Produdi faithfully regifter’d, 
to mrniih Matter for Difcourfe for a Month after, 
wards: And, indeed, during this whole Sca- 
fdn, you hear of nothing elfe. Public and 
private Houfes, Taverns, Coffee and Ale-houfes, 
the Exchange, the Senat, and the Coniiftory, and, 
if I am not miftnform’d, the very Churches too, 
ring of nothing elfe. In fhort, all other Tranf- 
a£fcions feem to be in Sufpence, and fwallowed 
up in this. If you go into a Shop, to chea- 
pen a Pound of Tea, or any other Commo- 
dity, it is twenty to one but, inftead of an Anfwer, 
the Maffer accoffs you with a “ Sir, I never was 
V fo fortunate in the Choice of a Beaft, as this 
“ Year. It was the charming’ll Creature, it would 
“ have done you Good to have feen and felt it ; 
** I had fo many Hundred of Meat, fuch a Quan- 
“ tity of Suet, and 1 fold the Hide for fo much j 
fo that, all Things confider’d, it coft me but fo 
“ much a Pound. What think you. Sir, did not 
** I make a good Puchafe ? Have’ not I a good 
“ Oxen-Underftanding ?” It you have Patience 
to hear him out, it is polTible you may, in about 
a Quarter of an Hour, have an Anfwer to 
your Queftion •, but if you interrupt him, it is a 

great 
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great Chance but you are difmifs’d, as a Perfon 
iwho has no Taftc ; he will rather lofc your Cuftom, 
than his Story. 

But to proceed ; it was not without fome Dif- 
ficulty, as well as Danger, that I made my Way 
thro* this Inundation of Filth, and Hurry and Con- 
fufion of Men and Beafts, to my own Lodgings ; 
and if ever I wifh’d myfelf in London^ for the Con- 
venience of a Hackny Coach, it was at this Time : 
For tho* there is no Want of Coaches here, which 
arc let to hire, by the Day or half Day, at an 
eafy Rate \ yet you never find them plying in the 
Street 5 and when you want one, you mull befpeak 
it, at leaft, an Hour before-hand. Glad I was, 
when I found myfelf fafely houfed, and I imme- 
diately took a Refolution, not to fet a Foot in the 
Street again, *till this idle Story was over. While 
I was reflefting on the Folly of iht Hamhurgbers^ 
who could put themfclves to fuch an unnecefiary 
Expence, and undergo fo much Inconvenience, 
both at home and abroad, to feed a ridicu- 
lous Vanity, that tends to no End, but toex- 
pofe them to the Laughter of every Man of good 

Senfe, Mr. L d came to welcome me to 

Hamburg again. We had no fooner got over the 
ufual Compliments, than I acquainted him, how I 
had been employing my Thoughts. He concurM 
with me in condemning the univerfal Madnefe 
of the Hamburgbersy at this Time of the Year, and 
he told me, that to expofe it to the utmoft of his 
Power, and, if poflibJe to fhame them out of it, 
^ he had, two Years before, caused a Dramatic Piece 

' to be writen on the Subjeft, in which all the Cif- 

t cumi^ancesof this egregious Folly were painted in 

I “ the moft lively Colors : But that, after the firft 

Night of Afting, when it had all the ProfbedJ: in 
the World of a great Run, the Senat took it in 

their 
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their wife Noddles, to iffue a Prohibition againft 
t. They would, it feems, have fupprefsM the* 

Books too, but they being in Mr. L d*s Cuf- 

tody, were out of their Reach. They were afterr 
wards difpers’d throughout the whole Town, and ic 
appearing that, tho* it did not want Satyr, there was 
not a Angle perfonal Refle6lion in the whole Piece, 
and only the Follies of the Times ftruck at in 
general Charafters, their Prohibition did not do 
them much Honor. 

Mr. L tells me he is making great Pre- 

parations for celebrating their Majefties Coronation 
in the moft fplendid Manner, and that he believes I 
lhall be better pleas’d with what will be exhibited, on 
this Occafion, on the Opera-Stage, than 1 was with 
that on the late King’s Birth-Day. I fliall, there- 
fore, defer my Journy to Luheck^ till I have been 
a Partaker or thefe Diverlions, of which my next 
may probably give you fome Account. I am, 



Letter XLII. 



Hamburg; 

TOLD you in my laft what great 
Preparations were making for the Cele- 
bration of their Majefties Coronation, 

more particularly in the Opera-Houfe,\ 

where the Stage, tho’, at all Times, one of the 
largeft I have feen, was upon this Occafion leng- 
then’d and rais’d. , I can now tell you, that what 
was exhibited there, exceeded even my Expettation ; 
and tho’ I thought the Illumination on the late 
Kilims Birth-Day very extraordinary, 1 muft con- 
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this infinitely furpafs*d not only that, but any 
Thing of the like Nature, I imagin’d a Stage could 

' have produced. Mr. L who had taken 

upon him not only the foie Direftiqn and Manage- 
ment, but the foie Invention of it, had, indeed, 
told me, he had Mr. — ch\ Orders to fpare for 
no Expence, and had fhewn me fomc Skitchcs of 
his Defign •, which tho* I could not but approve of 
in the Theory, I very much queftion’d whether he 
would be able to bring to Execution. He has, 
however, fucceeded, with the higheft Approbation 
of the Speftators •, and I (hall give you the bed 
Account I can of this Performance, within the 
Compafs of a l.etter, refering for the Reft, to the 
printed Relation, with the Reprefentations finely- 
engraven, which I fhall fend you, with the firft 
Opportunity of Shiping. 

The Pit and Boxes, were embeliiTi’d, and 
illuminated, upon this Occafion, in a very extraor- 
dinary and beautiful Manner. Mr. L d had 

caufed an entire new Dramma of three Afts to be 
written and compofed for this Purpofe, call’d 
Britain Rejoy cing^ which was purpofely fo contriv’d, 
to introduce all the Grandeur of Shew, pompous 
Mufic, and fplendid Dances poflible ; and for each 
Aft, he had invented a new and feparate Illumi- 
nation, befides another which was introduce in the 
Middle of the firft Aft. 

The Curtain rofe at the Conclufion of the Over- 
ture, as ufual, but to give the Audience an Op- 
portunity of viewing the Beauty of the Stage, a 
pompous Symphony continued playing for fpme 
Time, before the Dramma begun, and the fame 
was obferved at the Begining of each Aft. 

The firft Illumination, at the Opening of the 
Stage, reprefented a vaft Hall, finely embellifh’d 
and illuminated, and decorated, on both Sides, 
with gilt Statues of the moft renowned Kings of 

England^ 
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England^ on Pedeftals of white Marble, curioufly 
adorn’d. 

On the Front of the Stage, at the Entrance 
into this Hall, was a noble triumphal Arch, finely 
illuminated, refting upon tranfparent Pillars, of a 
bright Red, adorn’d with green Foliage, and gilt 
Cornifhes. 

Between thefe Pillars lat, on elevated Thrones, 
two of the principal Female Singers, in proper Ha- 
bits, reprefenting Virtue and Honor : Ana over them 
were two large tranfparent Efcutcheons, with pro* 
per Devices, adorn’d with Feftoons, and fuppor- 
ted each by two flying Angels, 

Over this triumphal Arch, in the Middle, was 
reprefented a noble Temple, tranfparent, dedicated 
to Virtue and Honor^ on each Side of which were 
emblematical Reprefentations, and, in the Archi- 
trave, a Latin infeription, in Letters of Goldjj 
fhewing the Occafion of this Illumination. 

Within the triumphal Arch, on each Side of 
the Hall, was a'double Row of twelve tranfparent 
Pillars, of a bright Red, adorn’d with green Fo^ 
liage, and hung with Trophies. 

Between thefe Pillars, flood the gilt Statues I 
mention’d before, and over each was a tranfparent 
Arch, with an Efcutcheon, bearing the Arms of 
England^ differently quarter’d, according to its fe- 
veral Additions, from Time to Time. 

Uron thefe 24 Pillars, refted fix tranfparent 
Arches, which crofs’d the whole Stage, reprefent- 
ing fix of the principal Glories of the Britijh Na- 
tion. Each Arch had three Divifions, and in 
every one was a fuitable emblematic Reprefentation, 
with a Latin Infeription. 

Behind thefe Arches, were three Piazzas of 
tranfparent Pillars, one large, in the Middle, and 
two Icfs, on each Side, which led to a fpacious 

Amphi- 
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Amphitheater, adorn’d with tranfparcnt Nichesi 
Orange-Trees and gilt Statues/ 

Before the middle Walk, upon a Pcdeftal of 
white Marble, Hood the AriTJS of Great BritmUy 
with its Supporters : And before the two Side 
Walks, like wife on Pcdeftals, the Initial Letters 
of their Majefties Names, all tranfparcnt, with 
proper inferiptions on the Pcdeftals. 

The fecond Illumination, which appeared about 
the Middle of the firft Aft, confifted of a large 
Machine of Clouds, of the Breadth of the whole 
Stage, which defcended behind the triumphal Arch^ 
about half Way. In the Front were fix tranfpa- 
, rent Pillars, which fupported five Arches, all adorn’d 
with Foliage and Flowers, in their natural ColorSj^ 
and Feftoons of the lame, fupported by flying 
Cupids 5 who likewilc bore the Arms of Great 
Britain over the middlemoft Arch, and four Fields 
of it over the other four. 

Under the middclmoft Arch, on an elevated 
. Throne, fat a Singer, reprefenting the Goddels 
Fame ; and under the four other Arches, two ort 
each Side, four Nynmhs, her Companions, hold- 
ing each a tranfparent Efcutchcon, with Inferiptions, 
in Honor to their Majefties, which in their De- 
(cent, they fixed on the Arch. 

FAME having fung her Part, being accom^ 
panied by her Companions in the Chorus, the 
whole Machine re-afeended and left the Stage as ir 
was before. 

At the End of the firft Aft, the three Piazzas, 
and the Amphitheatre, difappear’d, and difeover’d 
tlie third Illumination, which rqprefented the hinder 
Part of the Hall, upon an Elevation, to which 
there were two Afcents, with a Balluftrade between 
them. This Part of the Hall was richly deco- 
rated, in Honor to the prefent Royal Family. On 
each Side, were five white tranfparent Pillars, 

adorned 
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adorned with Foliage, fupporting as many tranf- 
parcnt Arches, with Infcriptions. 

Towards the farther End of this Elevation, 
and under the fourth Arch, flood, upon two white 
Marble Pedeftals, Statues of their Majefties, in 
their Royal Coronation Robes ; over which hover’d 
two Angels, who, with one Hand, held the Crowns 
over their Heads, and, in the other, had Trum- 
pets, on the Fanes of which were proper Infcrip- 
tions. 

O N each Side of their Majefties, fbmething for- 
warder, flood, upon two lower Pedeftals, Statues 
of their Royal Highneffes, the Prince of Wcdes^ 
and the Duke of Cumberland 5 and yet more for- 
ward, upon five leffer Pedeftals, in the Form of a 
Half-Moon, the Statues of five Angels, to repre- 
fent the five Princeffes t And upon ail the Pedeftals 
were fuitable Infcriptions. 

Behind all thefe, on an Elevation of feme Steps, 
was reprefented an Altar, on and about which, 
were feveral emblematical Figures, Devices and 
Infcriptions, for a farther Account of which, as 
well as of all the other Infcriptions, which give Life 
to the Whole, I muft refer you, for Brevity's Sake, 
to the printed Relation. 

At the End of the fecond Aft, that Part of 
the elevated Hall, which reprefented the Altar, 
£s?c. difappeared, and difeover’d the fourth Illumi- 
nation, which confifted of a beautiful Heaven of 
Glory of tranfparent Clouds, upon a higher Ele- 
vation. In the Middle of this Glory, featedona 
Throne, was reprefented Providence^ having Wif- 
dom on her Right Hand, and the Public Good on 
her Left, attended by feveral Nymphs, repre- 
fenting the Cardinal Virtues. 

Providence, and her Retinue, being defeended 
out of the Clouds, and advanc’d to the Front of the 
Stage, there rofe a gjiorious Sun behind her Throne, 

whofc 
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whole Beams diffus’d themfelves over the whole 
Stage, and, in the Middle of it, were difcover’d 
the Initial Letters of their Majefties Names. The 
Sun-Beams gave, at the fame Time, Light to two 
large Conftdlations, on each Side of it, in which 
were the Initial Letters of the Names of the two 
Princes ; and to five fmaller under it, with the Ini- 
tial Letters of the Names of the Princefles. Un- 
der all which was a proper Latin Infcription, 

The Stage was now above lOO Foot long, 40 
Foot broad, and 32 Foot high, in the Front, all, 
even the Plat-fonds, tranfparent, which diminifh- 
ing, according to the Rules of Perfpeftive, give it 
the Appearance of twice the Length: And the 
Beauty of it was fo engaging, that the Curtain 
being purpofely not let down, the greater Part of 
the Audience pleafed themfelves with a View of it, 
long after the Drama was finifhed. 

After the Opera was ended, Mr. 
gave a very grand Entertainment to all the Public 
Minifters, Nobility and Gentry, in and about 
Hamburgh with their Ladies, at which, likewife, 
were prefent Deputations of the Senat, the Chap- 
ter, and the Britijh Society ; aiid after Supper a 
Ball, which lafted ’till the next Morning. At the 
fame Time, the Britijh Society had an Entertain- 
ment at their Bowling-Green, where, likewife, was 
a handfom Illumination. The next Night, the 
fame Piece was perform’d again at the Opera-houk^ 

after which Mr. IV h gave a Supper and a Ball 

to the Britijh Society, and their Families. After 
the third Time of performing this Piece, this wor- 
thy Gentleman gave a Mafquerade to above 700 
Perfons of both Sexes, where the moft delicious 
Wines, and all Manner of Refrefhmentswerediftri- 
buted in great Plenty, the whole Night, and with 
that this Solemnity ended : Which, from the 
Begining to the End, was carried on with all pof- 
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fiblc Splendor, and, at the fame Time, with the 
grcatelt Order and Decency, that could polTibly be 
cxpe6ted on fuch an Occafion, very much to the 
Credit of the Britijh Nation, and to the Honor of 
his Majefty*s Minifter, who, without Doubt, ex- 

? nded, upon this Occafion, at Icaft, a Couple of 
ears Salary, I dclign, in my next, to give 
you a more particular Account of the Mafquerade, 
•till when, as ever, 



Letter XLIII. 

S I Ry Hamburg. 

R. L D having been fo good 

to fend me a Couple of Tickets for 
the Mafquerade^ as I had Time upon 
my Hands, I was tempted once more 
to mifpend a few Hours, at a Divcr- 
fion, the Folly and Abfurdity of which, notwith- 
ftanding the apparent Grandeur of it, had long 
fince given, mean Averfion to : And I was, befidcs, 
prompted to it by an Incident, which I thought 
might (as it, indeed, did) afford me fome reafon- 
able Amufement, a Thing not very common at 
thefe Affemblies. There happen’d, at this Time, 
to be an Englijh Ship in Hamburgh from Penfyl- 
vania^ the Captain of which had brought a young 
Indian Lad with him, for whom, tho* his Appren- 
tice, I found he had a very great Value. He 
feem’d to be about 17 Years of Age, of a light 
Olive Complexion, that could but juft be call’d 
tawny j thro’ which, however, an agreable Rud- 
diaefs, not very common in thefe People^ appear’d 

on 
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on * his Checks and Lips. He was tall and well- 
made, with fineEye brows, and long Hair hanging 
down his Back, as black as a Coal. His Matter, 
who had cloaih’d him very handfomly, carried him 
with him into all Companies, and once brought 
him to dine with me. This Youth had got the 
Englijh Tongue in tolerable Perfcdtion, and difco- 
ver’d a fprightly Genius^ by his Enquiries, as well 
as by an eager Dcfirc of being acquainted with the 
Nature and Circumttanccs of every Thing that 
feem*d ftrange to him 5 with which he (hewy, at 
the fame Time, a ftrong and folid, tho* unculti- 
vated Judgment, in all his Reafonings. This 
tempted me to carry him once with me to the 
Opera, a Diverfion, of which I could not, with 
all the Rhetoric I was Matter of, make him con- 
ceive the leaft Idea ; and there, I mutt cpnfcfs, 
the Quettions which mecr Nature prompted him 
to put to me, gave me infinitely more Satisfaftion 
than the Drama. I was fenfible the Mafqueradc 
would furnifh him with Objeds enough to employ 
as well his Wonder as his Curiofity : I, therefore, 
refolved to carry him with me, and began to anti- 
cipate the Pleafure I (hould have in Obfervations 
purely natural, on Things in which Nature had 
little or no Part. 

The Day being come, I provided a Couple of 
Dreffes for myfelf, and my young Companion, 
and I had a Sample of the Pleafure I was going to 
enjoy, even before I went out of my Lodgings. 
While I was puting on my own Habit, which was 
a purple Domino^ edg’d with Gold-Lace, Fidelia 
(which was the Name the Captain had given my 
young Indian) ask’d me, in what Country that 
Habit was wore I I told him, Venice* Sure^ (replied 
he) the Inhabitants of that Country muft be all great 
and wife Men ? the Richnefs of it ("added he) is a, 
Mark of their Grandeur^ as the Decency and Gra- 
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^’i/v of it is of their Wifdom^ I fmird, and pleas’d 
him with telling him his Obfervation was juft. For 
him I had procured a Spanijh Habit of white Satin, 
'edi:’d with Gold, and lin’d with Scarlet 
a (hort Spanijh Cloak hanging on one Shoulder, of 
the fame, a white Hat, with a Gold-Lace, a Scar- 
let Feather, and Silk Stockings of the fame Color. 
Thus tquip’d, my young Indian^ for all his Gra- 
vity, could not forbear being proud of his own 
Appearance. He view’d himfelf, with great At- 
tention, frrom Head to Foot, fmil’^at every Limb 
he call his Eye upon, and run at every Moment to 
the Looking- Gl.i is, to fee thole Parts his Eye could 
not command. He often fpread his Cloak, and, 
I found, would have been better pleas’d, had it 
it been expanded more in View, over both Shoul- 
ders. (faid he) at Length, after having fuffi- 

cienrly admir’d himfelf, the Inhabitants of the Coun- 
try where this Drefs is worn, are furely all fuch fine 
nimble Gentlemen, as we faw at the Opera (/ think 
you call it \) I am fo light in itjnyfelf thaty metbinks\ 
1 want nothing more than the Mufic to guide my 
'Ste^s, to be as good a Dancer as the beft of them. 
And, indeed, he was fo gay, that, had there been 
a Fiddle, I believe he would have begun to prac- 
tuc on the Spot. I fmil’d at his Innocence, to 
think the Habit and the Mufic were alone fufEcient 
to form the Dancer : And told him, that tho’ his 
Rcma: k, as to the Gayety of the Drefs, was juft ; 
ycf tiicre was a great deal more requir’d to attain 
to the Arc he made fo light of; and as for the 
Spaniards, an Imitation of whofe Drefs he had on, 
iiu-y were the very Reverfe of what he thought, 
the graved People upon Earth. Sure, then (replied 
he,) they fall very Jhort of Venetians, in Pomt 
of Wijdom He was ruminating for a .Remark 
o incorifutency, which appear’d to be between 
liicir Drefs and Temper, when I interrupted him, 

by 
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by puling a fair effeminate Mask into his Hand, 
and telling him he muft wear it, during the whole 
Time we fhould be at the Diverfion we were going 
to partake of. And what Advantage^ Sir^ (fu i 
he, in the utmoft Surprize) can we reap from this 
Diverfion (as you call n) where we are going, that 
can induce us to be ajhanfd of the Faces the wife Cre- 
ator of Mankind has given us ? Thisj it is true is 
by far fairer than tnine \ but (added he) I am fo 
pleased with what 1 have, thaty were it pojfble, I 
think I fhould be loth to change. Here we were in- 
terrupted by the Maid, to acquaint me my Coach 
was at the Door, and we immediately went into 
but it was not without much Difficulty, I per- 
fuaded Fidelia to put on his Mask. I was forc’d to 
tell him, that, in Order to go thro* this World, 
with Prudence, we muft often conform to Cuftoms, 
which in our Hearts we could not approve of y 
and that, tho’ the Entertainment we were going to 
was one of thofe I had not the greateft Value for, 
yet it might give us Occafion to make fome Reflec- 
tions, that might be of future Service to him. 

The Place Mr. kF ch had pitch’d upon for 

this Entertainment was exceeding proper for it, 
being a large Orangery ^ or Nurftry-Houfe for ex- 
otic Plants, built for chat Purpofe, by a famous 
Gardiner, but now out of Uie. It is behind a 
Row of Houfes, at fome Diftance from the Street, 
which, with a Guard at the Entry, fereen’d it from 
all thofe Infults, that frequently happen, upon fuch 
Occafions, from the Populace. This Place is 
equally divided into two fpacious Halls, and a fine 
Entrance or Fefibule between them, with large 
Folding' Doors, oppofite to each other, which being 
taken away upon this Occafion, the Whole was laid 
open into one length, and might be, as near as I 
couM guefs, about 200 Foot long, and 50 broad, 
Thele two Halls were finely decorated with Look- 
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ing-Glafles, Branches and Luftres, and an infinite 
Number of Wax-Candles, with a feparate Band of 
Mufic in each : And, in the Paffage between them, 
was a very large Bouffet^ where feveral of Mr. 

■ cV% Servants in Livery, and other Atten- 
dants, waited todiftribute Wine, and all Manner 
of Refrefliments. I no fooner enter’d, than I 
found wherewithal to employ all the five Senfes, 
The Eye was fuffidently delighted with the Beauty 
and Symmetry of the Decorations, together with 
the Magnificence of fome of the Masks, and the 
Singularity of others ; The Ear with the Excellency 
of the Mufic ; and the Tafte with the moft delici- 
ous Wines. • I cannot, indeed, fay, that the Senfe 
of Feeling was fo agreably gratified with me, as I 
found it was with fome others, but that I had fuch 
a Senfe, the Crowd about me gave me evident 
Proofs : And for that of Smelling, it was not al- 
ways fo pleafingly entertain^, as the moft of us 
coidd have wifh^. 

i HAD refolved not to fpeak a Word to FtdeUo^ 
*till he fhould himfelf give me an Qp|X}rtunity, by 
delating his Thoughts of what he faw and heard. 
1 perceiv’d the utmoft Confufion of Mind in hinn at 
our fir ft Entrance into the Hall : Pleafure, Doubt, 
Fear and Wonder feem-d alternatively to have the 
Afcendant there. I watch’d hini narrowly, but in 
fuch Manner, as if he was theleaft of my Care: I 
obfcrvcd him fometimes (landing ftock-ftill, then 
advancing a few Paces, and then retiring again. 
When any fplendid, or even but decent Mask ap- 
proach’d him, I found he was at a Lofs, in what 
Manner to Ihcw the Refpeft he thought due to Per- 
fons, whom he imagin’d fo much his Superiors, as 
their Drefs (hewed them to be : B|ut when any ridi- 
culous or frightful Mask came near him,'. I per- 
ceiv’d he would gladly have been at a greater 
Diftancc. A Policinello putirtg himfelf in th^ Pof- 
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ture of that Charafter, juft under his Nofe, con- 
verted him to a motionlefs Statue, ’till Punchy en* 
rag’d that his Wh had no greater EfFcdt upon 
him, laid hold of one of his Elbows, and gave 
him a Twirl quite round} at the fame Time, a 
Scaramouch came up, and after having flared him 
full in the Face, with a frightful Grin, took him 
by the other Arm, and obliged him to make the 
fame ^our back again. Poor FtdeliOy half fright- 
ed out of the little Prefence of Mind he had left, 
and not being able to conceive in. what all this wou’d 
end, fix’d his Eyes upon the Door; and if I had 
not feiz’d him, that Moment, by the Hand, was 
jull going to fhew them a light Pair of Heels for 
it. I carried him to a Corner of the Ropm, where 
finding Part of a Bench empty, we feated ourfclves. 
It was fome Time before the poor Boy could recover 
the Ufe of his Speech \ but, at Length, he burft 
out, with fome Vehemency, Are thefe Figures^ 5ir, 
which we have ■ here before usy human Creatures ? 
Yes, my Dear, (was my Anfwer) they are all Men 
and Women, all our own Species : Buty 5fr, (re- 
plied he, with yet greater Vehemence) are they 
reafonable Men and Women ? Are they Chrijlians ? 
I afllir’d him, they were all endued with reafonable 
Souls, as we were, and, for any Thing that I knew, 
Chrijlians. How is it then, (continued he) that ma- 
ny of ibem put on fuch Shapes and Figures y as %vouldy 
were they reaU be a Difgrace to human NaturCy and 
behave in fo brutifh a Manner y aSy even among uSy 
would be thought the Height of Folly and Mc^nefs, 

I was preparing to put the bdl Glofs upon thcle 

Things I could, when Mr. L dy who, I 

perceived, was deputed by Mr. W ch to do 

the Honors of the Place, came by us, in his own 
proper Habit. I took him by the Hand, and de- 
firing him to fit down by me, put off my Mask, 
and difeover’d myfclf to him. 1 gave Fidelioy at 
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the fame Time, to underftand, he might do fo 
likewife ; but how overjoy’d was the poor Youth, 
to fee at leaft one Perfon, who had the Appearance 
of a rcafonable Creature, among fo many Hun- 
drcds, whom he thought befides thcmfelves. I di- 
verted Mr. - ‘d with a Relation of our 
Adventure, who thereupon left us for a Moment, 
but return’d with a Servant who brought us a 
Plate of Biskets, with a Bottle of Champaign, to 
romfort our young Indian. A Couple of Glaffcs 
infpir’d him with frefh Vigor, and, by Degrees, 
we gave him fuch an Idea of the Matter, that he 
began to be, in Ibme Meafure, reconcil’d to it: 
But all our Skill was not fufficient to prevail upon 
him to go the Length of the Hall alone. Our 
Bottle being out, he again betrayed his V^ant of 
Experience, by offering to put a Spani^ Dollar 

into Mr. L d*s Hand to pay for it, and upon 

pur telling him, this was all at the foie Expence of 
one Gentleman, he thought, by ^//, we meant the 
Cloaths, Jewels, and whatever elfe he had feen, 
and concluded, he mufi furely he the King^ or^ at 
Uaji^ Governor of fome mighty Nation : For (added 
he) there are many Habits here^ one of which would 
fur chafe a King, with all his Subjects, in my Coun- 

W E were now fauntering thro’ the Crowd 
again, when I accidentally efpied a Mafk, in the 
Habit of a Grecian Philofopher, having a long 
Perfpedlive, in his Hand, with which, I obferv’d, 
he was very attentively viewing feveral Perfons 
round about him, in different Parts of the Hall : 
This prompted me to afk \i\m,wbdt valuable Difeo- 
veries be bad made ? None very valuable (faid he ; ) 
and upon my puting the Queftion, fVhat in farticu- 
lar? I fie (replied he) amidjl this Scene of pretended 
Fleafures, nothing but the Reverfi of them : I difeover, 
ly the Help of my Glafs, weary Limbs ^ dijtemper^d 
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Brains^ empty Pockets.^ depraved Appetites^ broken 
Conftitutions^ irregular Deftres^ fuUied Reputations^ 
andy what is worji of aU^ evil Confciences. My 
Mind immediately mifgave me, the Perfon I was 
difcourfing with, could be no other than my learned 
Friend j and I was not miftaken ; for he imme- 
diately lifted up his Malk, and, at the fame Time, 
told me, that his Glafs^ which had the Virtue^ to 
Jhew^ not only the exterior^ but the interior Image of 
the Perfon towards whom it was direlied^ had long 
fince difcovePd me to him 5 and he had fpoken to me 
fooner^ but for interrupting me in the agreable Con* 
verfation he heard me have with a young Foreigner. 
This furpris*d me, and my Anfwer was, I con* 
ceiv^, by the Defcription he had already given 
me of the Virtues of his Glafs, that it was a won* 
derful Help to the Eyes : But how that could 
quiken his Hearing to that Degree, to know our 
Converfation, at fo great a Diftance, I was at a 
Lofs to comprehend. Oh ! (replied he, pulling, 
at the fame Time/ a little Silver Inftrument, in 
Shape not unlike a Gennan Pofl-born, out of his 
Bofom) I am provided for that too : This little Horn 
(faid he) rightly applied to the Ear^ at a proper 
Diftance^ has the Virtue to raife the lowrjl^ and tnoji 
fecret fVhfpers^ to dijlinlt and intelligible Sounds. 
While we were thus difcourfing, a whole Volly of 
Cards came flying over our Heads, from an ad- 
joining Gaming-Table, and, looking about us, 
.we faw a Perfon, in the Habit of a Scaramouch^ 
raving, tearing his Cards, and throwing them, in 
that Manner, over his Head, in Hopes, with them, 
to get rid of the ill Fortune which attended him. 
My Friend having applied his Glafs, fatisfied my 
Curiolity with telling me, that Signor Scaramuzzo^ 
was a young worthleis Rake, a Canon *, whn. 


* The Canons here arc Lav- Canons. 
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having tir*d himfelf with dancing, endeavorM to 
gratify his Avarice with gaming, hoping to facisfy 
a Bill of Exchange, which would become due in a 
few Days, with other Peoples^ Mony \ but, for his 
juft Puniftiment, had loft his own. 

Having, at the fame Time, my Friend^s little 
Silver Inftrumcnt in my Hand, I applied it accord- 
ing to his Direftion, and overheard a Mother, in- 
ftruding her Daughter, how to make the beft Ufe 
of the beautiful Maflc (he was drefs*d in, to draw 
an amorous young Heir, juft come to his Eftate, 
into her Snare. Continuing my Inftrument fix’d, 
without applying it to any Pcrfon in particular, I 
bear’d innumerable idle and vain Difcourfes, Flat- 
teries, Detraftion, and Scoffings, mifchievous and 
impious Contrivances, deceitful Inventions, Obfce- 
nities and Blafphemies. Reftoring this Inftrument, 
and borrowing my Friend’s Perfpcdtive, I look’d 
about me, and faw Perfons, whom Jealoufy had 
one while converted to mere Statues ; aud then 
again to a State of raving, brutifli Madnefs: Others, 
I difeovePd, who, out of an earneft Defire of 
fhining in fome one or other Quality, had, by their 
Aflfeftation, made themfelves the Jeft and Ridi- 
cule of all who were near them. 

Among the Dancers, I difeover’d a Female 
Mask, who by her Stature, Shape, genteel Car- 
riage and well chofen, coftly Habit, drew the Eyes of 
every one upon her : But how was I furpris’d, when, 
by the Help of my Glals, I difeovePd the moft de- 
formed Vifage I had ever fet Eyes on, and not a few 
Tokens of a debauch’d Difpofition of Mind. Per- 
ceiving, at the fame Time, two Perfons of either 
Sex, in very earneft Difeourfe, in a diftant Corner, 
I made up towards them, to a proper Diftance, and, 
with the Affiftahce of my Friend’s magical Horn, 
heard the ftrongeft ProfeflTions of Love, Conftancy, 
and inviolable Secrecy, between two Lovers, who. 


Digitized by Google 


The German Spy. 395 

tho’, for any Thing they knew, they had never 
feen one another’s Faces, were contriving how to 
indulge this their prefent Paffion for each other, 
by tailing the forbidden Fruit, that very Night: 
But how bitter was probably the intended fweet 
Pill in the fwallowing, for it feems they were Man 
and Wife, who were both fick of the fame Di- 
ftemper. Not far from thefe, 1 perceiv’d two 
Men of a fine Appearance, in rich foreign Habits, 
who upon my drawing nearer to them, I found to 
be in deep Confultation, how to ruin a third Per- 
Ion of Diftinftion, who happening to join them, in 
the fame Inftant, they were as full of their Profef- 
fions of Value and Efteem for him, as if they 

had been the mod fincere of his Well-wi(hers. Ac 

✓ 

a fmall Diftance, were two other feemingly re- 
verend Perfons, in . long purple Robes, who I found 
were engag’d in a Difeourfe, upon what they call’d 
the untimely Zeal of certain Clergy-men, againft 
Mafquerades. ^hey. have nojuji Idea (faid one of 
them) of thefe innocent Diverfwns : Nor do they 
(added the other) conceive the Advantages accruing 
from them : Here it is (continued he) that we df- 
cover the Courfe of the IVorldy the Manners of the 
Age^ and the Conduit of Mankind ; and learn to 
praliice the mojl neceffary of aU ArtSy, Diffimulation. 
In another Corner, I faw fcveral Perfons in a 
Clutter, who feem’d to be in an earnett Confulta- 
tion on fome Topic, which afforded them great 
Satisfaftion. Upon drawing nearer, I over-heard 
one, who was endeavoring to perfuade the Reft, 
that Mafquerades were an Invention of the higheft 
Advantage to the public Good, and contributed 
greatly to the Encreafe of Riches, Another under- 
took to prove the Ncceflity, as well as Benefit of 
them, for the Prefervation of the Tranquility and 
Welfare of the State. They all, at L.ength, con- 
cluded, that they were of great Ule, to amufc the 
‘ ^ Miuds 
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Minds of the Subjedls, keep them from prying 
into Affairs above their Comprehenfion, and pick- 
ing Holes in the Adminiftration ; to lull them into 
the foft Slumber of Contentment, and Obedience ; 
and to difpel all the black Vapors of Difeontent 
and Rebellion ; I was eager to know, who all thefe 
wife Politicians were, and was looking out for my 
Friend, to borrow his Perfpedlive, for that Pur- 
pofe, when the whole Affembly was interrupted by 
a deep hoarfe Voice, which admonifh’d them to 
conftder that they were gJI mortaU Gnd would foon be 
obliged to exchange thefe Drejfes of Voluptuoufnefs for 
melancholy Shrouds- This occafionM an univerfal 
Silence and Surprife ; but the Wonder foon ceafed, 
upon the Difeovery of a Perfon, near the Doorj 
with a Speaking Trumpet ; * and well it was for 
him, that he was in fo happy a Situation for a Re- 
treat, or he had been in a fair Way to pay dear 
for his Admonition. 

Having found my Friend again, we both ap- 
pear’d to be of the fame Mind, for retiring from 
this Chaos of Vanity and Folly ; and I perceiv’d 
my young Indian^ who had never left my El- 
bow, wanted to be gone as much as we : We, 
therefore, went together, in one Coach, to my 
Lodgings •, where I defign’d to have read a Lec- 
ture of Morality to Ftdelio^ on the Subjeft of what 
he had feen and heard : But, at our Return, I found 
the Captain, his Mafter, waiting for him, and fo 
hafty for his Departure, that he would hardly al- 
low him Time to change his Drefs. 1 prefs’d him 
to ftay and partake of a fmall Supper, or rather 
Breakfaft (for Morning approach’d) which I had 
order’d to be got ready : After which he might 
reft a few Hours, my Friend, who had refolv’d to 
ftay with me, having offer’d him a Part of his 
Bed, as I did a Part of mine to Fidelio. But the more 

I prcls’d, the more eager he was to be gone i and 

fhew’d 
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fliewM an Uneafinefs, which gave me Room for a 
Sufpicion, which had not enter’d into my Mind 
before. This put me upon being more than or- 
dinary officious in helping to undrcfe the Youth, 
and I foon found I had been gallanting a young 
Female to the Mafquerade, inftead of an Indian 
Boy. I even difcovcr’d thro* the Bofom of her 
Shirt, that the Complexion of her Face, Neck 
and Hands were borrow’d ; and I begun now to 
imagine her Innocence likewile feign’d j but this 
groundlefs Imagination foon vanifh’d, and I con- 
cluded (he muft have been fome European Child, 
whom the Captain had pick’d up in her Infancy, and 
caufed her to be brought up in America^ in that State 
of Ignorance and Innocency I found in her, till (he 
was of Years to aft the Part he defign’d for her. 
I would not put him to the Blufli, by leting him 
perceive I had made the Difeovery ; fo let them 
depart: Nor would I give my worthy Friend 
the Uneafinefs, I was lenfible, a Refleftion on 
this poor unhappy Creature would caulc in him: 
Unhappy I call her : For I do not doubt, by the 
Seeds of Virtue and Innocence I ^had difcover’d 
in her, that tho’ the Courfe of Life (he probably 
led with her pretended Matter was criminal 5 yet 
he had perfuaded her to the contrary. I relblv^d, 
however, if poffible, to get at the Bottom of it, 
and if I found the Cafe to be as I fufpefted, to 
think of fome Means to free the pretty Innocent, 
from a State, which could not but end in her utter 
Perdition. What Succe(s I may have in this De- 
fign, a future Letter may perhaps inform you. I 
now conclude, with Atturanccs of being, as ever. 
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Letter XLIV. 

SIR, Lubeck. 

N my Way from Hamburg hither, I 
was introduced to the Acquaintance of a 
worthy Holftein-^ ohlctmn, in the Ser- 
vice of Denmark, Baron von A dt, of 

I c, the Name of his Seat, which lies al- 

moft at an equal Diftance between thefe two Cities. 
He entertain’d me, with the greateft Politencfs, for 
three Days together, with all the Varieties of rural 
Diverfions, as Hunting, Fowling, Fifhing, 
within the Compafs of his own Eflate ; but what 
pleas’d me above all, was his elegant Garden, 
which exceeds any Thing I have hitherto feen in 
thele Parts. It lies in the Middle of a great Wood, 
and is laid out in a beautiful Manner. The Par- 
terre h very large and handfom, with two very fine 
Fountains, and encompafs’d with Hedges of a vaft 
Height and Thicknefs ; which likewife enclofe 
large. Plantations of all Sorts of Fruit-Trees and 
Kitchen-Plants, between the Side and Crols- Walks, 
on each Side of the middle Grand Walk, of near 
an Englijb Mile long, beautified, with Rows of 
Trees, in exaft Symmetry and Order, and diverfi- 
fied with Grafs-Plats, cut in various Forms, and 
Gravel-Walks. In Ihort, Elegance and Variety 
rules throughout the Whole, and befpeaks the 
Owner to be endow’d with as large a Portion of 
fine Tafte, as he poflcflesof Politenefs and Hof- 
pitality. At the End of the Parterre, on a Ter- 
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fafs, is a fpacious Alcove, very properly, and 
in an agreablc Manner, lin’d with the Bark of 
Oak, of which, it feems, a good Part of this 
Eftatc confifts, and from the Top of it, which is 
leaded, you have a fine View of the whole Gar- 
den. In this Nobleman’s Eftate, are the Springs 
of the River Alfier^ which, as I mention’d in a 
former Letter, flows thro’ the City of Hamburgh 
into the £lb, and for the Benefit of which, that 
Republic pays him annually the Tribute of a 
Salmon. 

I SAW nothing elfe, worthy of my Notice, in 
my Way from Hamburg hither, which is about 
nine German Miles, but the little ancient City of 
Oldejloo^ in IVagria^ fituate about a German Mile 
out of the Road between thefe two Cities, on the 
Trave^ and nearer Lubeck than Hamburg: This 
Place was famous, in ancient Times, for its Salt- 
Works ; but they being of Prejudice to thofe of 
Lunenburgy Henry the Lion^ Duke of Brumfwicky 
deftroy’d the Springs, in the twelfth Century ; and 
it is now a Place of little Confideration or Trade ; 
tho* it bears the Name of one of the four ancient 
Cities of Holjlein, 

I have hitherto not feen very much of Lubeck^ 
but what I have, (hews it to have been a fine, an- 
cient and noble City, tho’ now in its Decay. I 
fhaU flay long enough here to be able to give you 
fome Account of it in a future Letter ; but being 
defirous of feing the famous Midland-Sea, call’d 
the Baltic or Eajl-Sea^ which is at no great Diftance 
from hence, and meeting with an Opportunity of 
a Company, that was going down the Trave to 
Travemund^ I (hall poltpone my Account of this 
Place, to give you a brief Relation of my Ihort 
ExcurCon thither and back again, on the River 
Trave. 


The 
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The River which wafhes the Walls of 

Lubeck^ has its Source not far from the Town and 
Bailiwic of Arensbocke^ in the Territory of tVagria^ 
in the Duchy of Holjlein^ formerly a famous Mo- 
naftery t)f CartbufianSy founded by Nicholas^ Earl 
of Holjlcin^ in 1398. This River not only divides 
the two Territories of Wagria and Stormaria^ but 
likewife feparates Wagria from the Duchy of 
Mecklenburg^ and, pafTing by Ploen^ Segeberg^ OU 
dejloo^ Lubeck and uravemundy (or the Mouth of 
the ^rave) falls into the Eajl-Sca or Baltic^ near 
the latter. 

TRAVEMUND9 which has a fine Haven, 
and is well fortified, together with feven Villages, 
which belong to it, are fubjeft to the City of Lu- 
heck^ being fold to that City, by John III, Earl 
of Holjlein^ for 4000 Marks, (or about 270/.) 
a very Trifle for the Importance it is of to the 
Trade of this Place. I know nothing, that this 
Place is particularly famous for, but for making 
excellent Pan-cakes, to the Value of a Crown 
a-piece. I (hould not have mention’d a Thing fo 
trivial •, but for a ridiculous Inference, the fuper- 
ftitious Part of the Lubeckers draw from thence. 
They tell you, that when their Trade was in its 
moft flourifhing State, it was common for the 
Burghers to carry their whole Families to this Place, 
to treat them with Pan-cakes, and, in the Height of 
their Profufenefs, to order fo large a Number to be 
made, more than they could confume, that, after 
Dinner, they would divert themfelves with throw- 
ing them at one another, ’till the whole Floor was 
cover’d with them 5 and that the Decay of their 
Trade was a Judgment from Heaven upon them, 
for thus mifufing the Bleflings of the Almighty. 

I SHALL take this Opportunity to fay a Word 
or two of the Baltick or Eaft^Seay known, in La- 
tiny by the Name of Sinus Codanusy which niay 

properly 
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properly be call’d the Northern Mediterranean* This 
Sea is bounded, on one Side, by Mecklenburg^ Pq^ 
merania. Cajfuhia^ PruJJia^ Courland^ and Livonia^ 
and, on the other, by Scania^ Sweedland, Lapland 
and Ftnnknd, Whence this Sea has its Name, is 
difficult to determine. It forms three large Bays 
or Gulphs, the Sinus Botnicus^ ^^eween SweeMand^ 
Lapland and Ftnnland ; the Sinus’ Finnicus^ between 
Finnland and Livonia \ and the Sinus Livonicus^ 
between Livonia and Courlatid ; befides feveral 
other fmaller Bays. There are alfo feveral Iflands 
in this Sea, feme large, fome fmaller, particularly 
Zealand^ Fuhnen^ Bornholm^ Rugen, It is* 

Jikewife remarkable for aCbrding Amber^ on the 
Coaft of Prujfiay in pretty large (^amities ; which, 
in feveral Parts of the Eajl^ and efpecially in 
Japan^ is efteem’d, in Value, equal to Gold : 
But what is moft particular in this Sea is, that it 
neither ebbs nof flows. That Part of the BaU 
tick which feparates Fuhnen from Jutland is call’d 
the Lit tk Belt ^ and that which is between the 
Iflands of Fiihnen and Zealand, is call’d the Great 
Belt* ' The Baltick has two Communications with 
the German Ocean ; one thro’ the Little Belty 
which is about two German Miles broad, and 
the other thro* the Sounds at Cronenburg^ near 
Helfingor, which is fo narrow, that the Cannon 
of that Fortrefs commands it : But as the Little 
Belt is fo full of Shallows, that no Ship of Burden 
can pafs thro’ it with Safety, the Sound is the only 
trading PafTage, the Toll of which brings a con- 
fiderable Revenue to the Kings of Denmark, 

A Gentleman, who happen’d to be one in ' 
this Party of Plealurc, gave me a very remark-* 
able Account of a Child of this City, who at three 
Years of Age fpoke feveral Languages, and had 
a tolerable Knowledge of Hiftory, both ancient 
and modern. As I feem’d to doubt of the Va- 
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racity of his Relation, be told me, tlut he had 
not, indeed, been an Eye, or Ear-Witnefs of the 
l^ruth of it ; but that being, at the fame Time, in 
Holland^ when this extraordinary Inftance of early 
Learning was mention^ in the publick Prints, he. 
wrote to a friend, on whofe Integrity he could 
depend, to givehim a true Relation of this Mat* 
ter, whole Anlwer, he faid, left him no Room to 
queftion the Truth of the Faft. He has fince 
communicated this Letter to me, and I find fome 
Things fo very uncommon in it, that I lhall give 
myfelf -the Trouble to tranflate it for your Perufal, 
.and it may. probably be the Subjedl of my next 
Letter. 

At my Return to my Lodgings, and complain* 
ingof a violent Head-Ach, occafion’d, as I lup* 
pofed by a Cold I had caught, my Landlord ad- 
vised me to the Drinking or a Pint of old French 
White Wine, he would procure me, of above 
100 Years old, which he affur^d me would, by 
l^ing ine into a breathing Sweat, the whole Night, 
efTcftually open the Pores, and give me iiftfnediate 
Relief. He fent for a Bottle, and after having 
fillM me a Glafs, gave me this following Hiftory. 
of it. “Some Years ixnct {faid he) Ruins 
and Rubbilh being remov’d, in Order to build 
“ a Houfe in this City, where none . had flood 
“ before, in the Memory of Man, a vaulted Cel-^ 
lar was difeover’d, which by many Circum- 
flances plainly appear’d, not to have been 
“ open’d in confiderably above lOO Years. A- 
“ mong other Things, found iii this Vault, were 
ftx Iron-bound Casks, of about two Hoglheads 
each, fill’d, in the Opinion of every one, with 
old French White iVinCj which, by Experience,, 
has been found to have the Medicinal Effedt 
I told you ”, For my Part, I really found it 
fO| and therefore defired my XJandiord to procure 

me 
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me a Couple of Dozen, of it, of which, at my 
Return to Hamburgh I hope to find an Opportuni- 
ty of fending you one. I am, 



Letter XLV. 


SIR, 


L U BECK. 



OWARDS the Conclufion of my laft 
Letter, I promised you a farther Ac- 
count of an extraordinary Inftance of 
early Learning, in the Perfon of a Child 
of three Years of Age \ and I lhall do it, as 
near as I am able to tranflate it, in the Words of 
the Letter I then mention’d : 

In the Year 1724, the 2d of January^ 1 
‘‘ fpent almoft the whole Day (the Time of 
Divine Service only excepted ) ’till ten at Nighty 
‘‘ in the Houle of Madam Hexncken^ in Order to 
“ be inform’d, if there was any Grounds tot 
“ what was reported of her Son, Cbrijlian Heinckefty 
not then full three Years of Age. I can now, 
“ in Truth, aflurc you, that I myfelf have been 
an Eye-and Ear-Witnefs of fuch Things, in 
“ this Child, as infinitely exceed what can be ex- 
“ pefted from his Age ) and diftinguifhes it from 
“ many Thoufands of other Children : And I have, 
therefore, often lamented, that every one, who 
has had the Opportunity of feing this wonder- 
fill Child, has not heard the fame, out of its 
“ own Mouth. The Realons, why all have not 
“ had this Satisfaffion, are ; becaufe he does not 
muph care to have Queftions ask’d him by 
** any, but by Mgnf. von Seb—^ a Gentleman 
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of SiUfia^ who lodges in the fame Houfe. This 
very learned Gentleman, who has been a great 
Traveller, and is himfclf Matter of a more than 
common Knowledge and Ingenuity, has impart- 
‘‘ cd fo much of both to this Child, merely for his 
own Diverfion and Pleafure. But the Boy is 
“ often ftubborn, and will not anfwer to the 
“ Queftions ask*d him ; nor is he, on Account of 
his tender Age, to be compel’d to it. Thus, 
“ the Day I fpent in his Mother’s Houfe, he 
twenty Times broke off Ihort, whilfti was ex- 
<< amining him, with his ufual Expreflion, Now I 
will go to Nutrix \ upon which we were oblig’d 
to let him go immediately •, but then he would 
often return prefently, and continue what he had 
begun. To this we may add, that . either the 
“ prefent feeble State he is in, on his Side, or 
“ want of Time and Patience, on that , of thofe 
“ who come to fee him, often will not allow of 
“ fo many Queftions being ask’d him : Notwith- 
ftanding which I, by Degrees, heard many 
Things of him, which ftiew partly a wonderful 
Strength of Memory ; for he remembers what- 
ever is faid to him ; and partly a very found Judg- 
ment, by diftinguifhing Things very minutely, 
and not confounding one with another. He re- 
“ peats the Names of the Roman Emperors, both 
ancient and modern, in one Series, without- 
‘‘ Hefitation, obferving, at the fame Time, 
<< their fcveral Defeents. Of Cbarlemaign^ he ob- 
ferv’d, that he converted the Saxons to the 
Chriftian Faith, Of CharUs IV, that he 
had been at Lubecky and lodg’d in that very 
“ Houfe we were in ; that he founded iheUnivcr- 
“ fity of Prague •, that he loft many of the Domi- 
** n ions of the Empire, and was therefore call’d 
Vitricus Imperiiy Of Maximilian^ I, that 
y he divided the Empire into Circles, . (all which 
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•** he nam’d) and that Luther and Wetzel lived in 
“ his Time > on which Occafion, he took No- 
‘‘ tics of the Hiftory of the Reformation, and re- 
lated leveral remarkable Circumftances of it. 
“ Of ancient Hiftoty, the Reigns of 
“ and Augufius were more particularly mention d, 
“ and he gave an Account of the moft memorable 
Tranladlions of thofe 1 imes. He had as pef- 
feifl a Knowledge, of the Euftern Emperors, 
and, for Inftance, knew how to diftinguifh be- 
“ tween Conjiantine, the Great, and Conftantine 

Of the former, he took Notice of. 
the Sign he faw in the Heavens ; and, on that 
‘‘ Occafion, repeated the Infcription over it, in 
‘‘ Greek, Latin and Gertnan and, of the latter, 
‘‘ that, in his Reign, Conjiantinople fell into the 
Hands of the ‘Turks, &c. So likewife of the 
Perfian Monarchy, he gave a5mVi of its Kings, 
“ without omiting one, from Cyrus to Darius 
“ Codomannus } and the fame of the Ptolemy*& of 
“ Egypt. Of the Hiftory of the Old Teftament 
lie gave us the Names of the Patriarchs, and 
*.* a Series of the Judges, and of the Kings of 
“ Juda and Ifrael : Not to mention many other 
Hiftorical Matters, which it would be too te- 
“ dious to enumerate fmgly. In Geography, as the 
“ Choice was left to me, I pitch’d upon the Maps 
firft of Germany ; fecotidly , of the Land ofPromiJe-y 
« and thirdly, of Greece-, and, with Aftonifhment, 
“ heard him repeat, on Occafion of the firft, the 
many Principalities and Lordfhips of Silefia, Csfc. 
» Of the fecond, the twelve Tribes, diflinguiftiing 
“ which and how many of them belong’d to each 
of the principal Countries « and, of the third, 
the principal Battles of the Gredan Hiftory 
“ which render’d feveral Places famous. He has 
“ been indulg’d, when he has got a Knowledge 
of a«y patiicular Hiftory, to have a PitSure 
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or Draught of it laid before him, to ftrengthen 
his Memory, in which he takes a particular 
Delight. &mc of thefc Piftures, lying be- 
fore him, while I was there, upon turning one 
of them, which happen’d to have a Piece of an 
old Map of Lower Germany pafted behind it, to 
ftiffen it, I was greatly furpriz’d to hear him of 
himfclf cry out ; O / there^^ Luheck^ there* s Ro^ 
ftock 5 and being ask’d how he knew that ? he 
anfwer’d, why is not that the Baltick ? (or Eajl~ 
Sea, near which both thofc Cities are fuu^itcd,) 
Monf.von Sch — — lamented, that the Circum- 
fiances of the Weather, and the State of Health 
the Child was in, would not then fufFer him to 
be long in the Garden, which was the Place he 
had taught him chiefly in. He ventur’d it, in- 
’ deed, for a fliort Time y on which Occafion, the 
Child not only pointed to the four Cardinal 
Points of the Compafs, but gave us an A^icount of 
the principal Countries, which ar^ fituate to the 
Eafiy JVeJl^ North and South of us. In Genea- 
logy^ we made a Trial with the Houfes of 
France^ Denmark^ and Sle/wick-Holflein^ in which 
he gave us fuch Satisfadlion, as could not be ex- 
pefted from a Child of his Age. He could 
f * name almoft every Thing we happen’d to men- 
tion in Latin^ nay, even where German Words 
could be exprefs’d by more than one Word in 
Latin^ he gave us to underftand he knew thern 
all, of which we had Inftances of the Word 
Thur(T)oor) and the like, He likewife repeats 
f‘ a pretty large Number of L(itin Moral Sen- 
tences. A Piilure being (hewn hirh, which he 
had not feen before; and being told, it was a 
<* very pretty one \ he immediately fa id: Eft aliquid 
preeclari. Out of the Catechifm^ he repeated 
the ten Commandments, fsfe. very readily j and 
likewife mapy cbofen 1 ejcis of the Bible. He . 
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(bon after took a Fancy to fing, and thereupon 
“ fung the Ncij Year’s Hvmn : Helfft mir Gottes 
Gate pretfen^ in its exact Melody ; which, I 
“ muft confefs, afFcfted me very fenfibly : And 
I was affured, at the fame Time, that he had 
“ Icarn’d this Hymn, by only hearing his Sifters 
“ fing it the Evening before. But nothing gave 
me more Aftonilhment, than that upon the 
“ Pifture of a Skeleton ^ing fhewn himj he 
“ not only knew how to diftinguifh the feveral 
Parts of it •, but to name moft of them by their 
“ proper Names : And a real Skull which Monf. 

“ von Seb had brought with him, from Scbel- 

** lenhergy btyng fhewn him, upon viewing it with 
the Pifture, he immediately faid : Tes^ it is like. 
‘‘ I obferved, ' during the whole Time, nothing 
“ childifli in him, excepting once, that he took a 
Fancy to ride upon a Hobby-Horfe ; but was fo 
“ weak, that he was forced to be led between two. 
“ On this Occafion, he was ask’d,, if he knew 
nothing memorable of a Hobby-Horfe ? Upon 
“ which he related the Nurenberg Story, of the 
“ Year 1650, and defired to fee the Medal of the 

Hobby-Horfe Trooper, which Monf von Seb 

had before fhewn him. He was likewife ask’d 
‘‘ what a Hobby-Horfe meant ? to • which he 
anfwer’d, Equus Ligneus, By thefe^ and more 
‘‘ Inftances, I was fufficiently convinc’d, that there 
was fomething very extraordinary in this Child, 
who can comprehend more by a bare Verbal 
Relation of Things, than many Thoufands of 
other Children can be brought to a Knowledge 
of, with great Labour. I ask’d Monf von 
Sch — — by what Means he firft obferv’d fo un- 
common a Memory, arid lb peculiar a Capaci- 
ly in this Child ? To which he anlwer’d, thar^ 
as foon as he 4 )egan to Ipeak, being (iting by 
** him, near the Stoves the Child ask’d him what 
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“ was the Meaning of the Figures on the Stove ? * 
and he having explain’d them to him in the 
Manner he thought the moft adapted to his 
“ Comprehenfion, and mention’d feveral Circum- 
ftances relating thereunto ; he was furpriz’d to 
** hear the next Day, that he repeated all he had told 
him to his Sifters, and that almoft in the very 
“ fame Words. Upon this he begun to teach him 
fome Scripture Hiftories ; and as he readily re- 
“ tain’d them in his Memory, and he obfcrv’d 
‘‘ daily a greater Defire (which yet continues) in 
“ him, of hearing fomething new, he, for his 
** Diverfion, taught him the moft neceflary Points 
of other Sciences, which he happily attain’d 
to a Knowledge of. When, at any Time, he 
is out of Humour, and will give no Anfwer to 
‘‘ the Queftions ask’d him, they lay before him 
the Example of the Watchman (whom, as he 
fleeps but little, he often hears, and asks after,’ 
in the Night-time,) who is reprefented to him 
as an ignorant Wretch, not capable of giving 
an Anfwer to what is defir’d of him, tho’ he, 
as a Child can do it. When he hears this, he 
“ complies, and feems to take Pleafure, in mak- 
** ing the Watchman afham’d, as it were, of his 
Ignorance. Hitherto he has taken no Sufte- 
nance, but hi^ Nurfe’s Milk, nor will he be 
brought by any Means, to accuftom himfelf to 
any other Food. But it is to be lamented, that 
there is fo little Hopes oJ his Life 2 For feting 
afide the Power of the Almighty, in all human 
Appearance, it^is not poflible for him to live long. 


‘ ^ The Stoves they make ufe of, in this Part of Germary^ 
^remade of a Sort of white Tiles, with blue figures, not 
imjjke the I^ufcb Tiles us'd in Chimnies hw, but krger. 
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And therefore the faying Sluod cito fity cito perit j 
“ will be verified in him. * ** 

Thus far the Letter communicated to me by 
my Fellow Traveller 5 and we have here a memo- 
rable and furprifing Inftance, on the one Hand, 
of the Power of Nature, and, on the other, of 
the Effeft of Diligence, and the reafonable Method 
of an ingenious Intruder. They both furpafs 
what we generally meet with in the World ; and yet 
I can’t but think it may be accounted for, without 
the Expence of a Miracle*, or, if duly confider’d, 
thinking it fo very wonderful in itfelf, as it is 
uncommon. Jt is hard to fay what human Nature 
is not capable of, with piligence and Application, 
and the Difference between a good or bad Me- 
thod, is perhaps as great as between any two 
Things in the World of the fame Kind. Not 
that r would, by any Means, be for encouraging 
fuch Attempts as this ; on the contrary, I am very 
apt to think, that the Want of Sleep, and feeble 
State of Health, taken Notice of by the Letter- 
Writer, of this Child, and its Death, which en- 
fued not long after, were, in fome Meafure, at 
lead, occafion’d, by a too great Application, which 
exhaufted the Spirits defign’d and requir’d by Na- 
ture for the Support of Life ; and no Wonder it 
had this Effe£l on fo tender a Plant, when we find 
many Inftances of the like on Trees arriv’d to their 
full Growth *, I mean on Men of Learning, who 
in the belt of^heir Years, have ruin’d their Health 
and Conflitution, and, at Length, loft their Lives, 
by a too intenfe Study and Application. I fhould 


* What the Writer of this Letter fays of tlie early Know- 
ledge of this extraordinary Child h very true ; and as I have 
had the Opportunity ot ieing it more than once, 1 could add 
many Circumllances here omitted ; but thefe may ferve to 
Jollify (he our Author makes on the Whole. 

have 
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have been fo far from ufing the Stratagem of the 
Watchman, that I fliould rather have difeouraged 
than encouraged fo great a Forwardnefs and Pro- 
penfity to Learning in this Child. Had he been 
amus’d with an Intermixture of Trifles, and the 
Memory not over burden’d with fo great a Variety 
of ferious Matters, at one and the fame Time, he 
might poflibly have retain’d Wis Health and 
Strength, and have learn’d all this and more, with 
Eafe and Conveniency, and to more Advantage, 
by the Age of feven or eight, of which I have 
known many Inftances. Thcfe Refledions put 
me in Mind of a Method as abfurd (I had almbft 
faid as cruel) on the other Hand j I mean that of 
our Schools, and more particularly of our large 
and famous Schools, where they think it beneath 
them to take a Lad under ten Years of Age, and 
then make him drudge on feven or eight Years 
to learn the Latin and Greek Tongues, which they 
might as well do in half the Time, negicding, 
in the mean while, the more ufcful Sciences, in the 
general Commerce of Life, (efpecially to thofe 
who are not intended immediately to follow either 
of the three learned Pfofeflions) Hiftory, Geo- 
graphy, Genealogy, Philofbphy, the Mathema- 
ticks, a Knowledge of the Modern Tongues, and 
the Hiftory and Knowledge of Men and Letters in 
general, but above all, thofe Principles of Reli- 
gion, Morality and Humanity, which alone can 
render them ufeful and valuable in this World, and 
happy in that to come ; all which they might, by 
a well digefted, reafonable Method be inftrufted in, 
at the fame Time they are attaining to the learned 
Tongues, without overburdening the Memory, or 
a too inrenfe Application •, nay, the very Exercifes 
in the latter, may, and ought to be, fubfervient to 
the former. How many ofthefe over grown Schoolr 
Bdys (Blockheads I had like to havt faid) have not 
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I met with, in my Time, who, after having fpent 
fcven or eight of the beft Years of their Life, in 
renown’d School, have not been able to give a 
reafonable Anfwcr to a Queftion ask’d them, on 
any SubjeA whatlbever, except of the Claflicks; 
and who have been fo little flt for any Company or 
Converfation, that it has been the Bufinefs of three 
or four Years more to unlearn (if I may be allow- 
ed the Expreflion ) the ill Habits they have got 
in their School-Years, and happy if they have not 
.carried the School-Boy with them to their Graves. 
A learned Pedant is moft certainly a mod defpica- 
ble Creature, and I cannot but allow a Man of no 
Learning, with a tolerable Knowledge of the 
World, to be inhnitely his Superior. Thefe and 
the like Conhderations, make me, ■ notwithftanding 
all that can be faid in Defence of a publick Edu- 
cation (which 1 allow to be a great deal) give the 
Preference, by much, to a private one,: Not fuch 
a one however, as a young Gentleman or Noble- 
man can have of the Parfon of the Parilh, or his 
Father’s Chaplain, as arrant a Pedant perhaps as I 
have been deferibing i but, where it can be afford- 
ed of a Gentleman, who has travelled and feen 
the World ; and has himfelf had foch an Educa- 
tion as I would recommend. A noble Peer, in 
your Neighbourhood, has been very happy in his 
Choice this. Way, and has found the Succefs even 
exceed his Hopes. But what a Length have thefe 
Reflexions carried me, and how far out of my 
Province ; but your Goodnefs will excufe it, as well 
as my being oblig’d, for this Reafon, to poftpone,’till 
my ' next,' the Hiftoricar Account of the ancient 
and prafent State of this. City, which I promis’d 
you, I am, in the mean ever, ’ 

Letter 
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Letter XLVI. 

S I Lubeck. 

URSUANT to the Promife, with 
which I concluded my laft, this Let- 
ter is deftin’d to give you an Hiftorical 
Account of the ancient and prefcnc State 
of this famous City. 

Tho^ the City of Lubeck may boaft of its An- 
tiquity, yet, in this Refpeft, it cannot pretend to 
come in Competition either with Bremen or Ham- 
burgh as 1 think I have already obferv^d, in a for- 
mer Letter. There was, however, a Time, in 
which this City had its Advantages, particularly 
in Trade, Riches, and Power, * confiderably be^ 
yond either of the other two ; and was always 
accounted the Head ot that once forniidable Body, 
known by the Name of the Hanfeatick League. 
Whence this City had its Name is uncertain, and 
the Conjeftures we have of it are fo far fetch’d, 
that they are hardly worth mentioning : Nor is it 
fo exaftly known when it was firft built. Accord- 


* Mon/. Attbery de Maurier, in his Memoirs of Hamburgh 
LubeCf ^c, written a hundred Years ago, fays. La VilU de Lu- 
bee n^eft ni moins celebre^ ni moins fameux que cdle d' Hambourg, 
And/in another Place, fpeaking of the Power of Lubec, he 
fays ; Pour /airc voir la Force^ la PuiJ/ance de cette Ville ; je 
ditai feulement qti'elle a Joutenu des Guerres^ de plujteurs Annees^ 
tant contre les Dues de Mecklenbourg, que contre les Ross de Danne 
marc et de Suede : And he likewife ihews, that thefe Wars were 
not merely defenfive, but even ofFenfive, carrying the Terror 
of Pke si»d Sword into the Territorie<» of their Enemies, 



Digitized by Google 



*The German Spy. 413 

.ing to the Opinion of many, the firft Foundation 
was laid by Godfchalc^ King of the Venedi^ in the 
Year 1040, but being deftroy’d by Prince Razo<t 
of Rugen^ in the Year 1 134, was rebuilt. An, 1 140, 
by Adolph^ II, Count of Holjlein^ and then was firft 
endow’d with the Immunities of a City. In 11 58. 
it was again totally reduc’d to a Heap of Ruins, 
by Fire 3 and was afterwards re-inftated by Henry ^ 
the Lion^ Duke of Saxony^ at the fameTime, the 

Collegiate Church was founded. In 1181, Em- 
peror, Frideric^ I, brought it under the Subjedion 
of the Empire 3 but it was retaken from him, by 
Henry^ the Lion ; upon which, it fell into the 
Hands of Holjleiny and afterwards of Denmark : 
But being heavily opprefs’d by the latter, the In- 
habitants fent an Ambaffy to Emperor, Frideric^ II, 
imploring his AfTiftance to free them from this 
Yoke-, which, as it is faid, was done in 1227. 
The Danes^ indeed, left no Stone unturn’d, to bring 
this City again under their Dominion ; but all 
their Endeavours were fruitlefs and they were 
oblig’d to fuffer an Invafion themfelves, from the 
Forces of this City, which ravag’d in Denmark^ 
far and near, and commited great Depredations. 
This City having, in the mean while, fuffer’d 
fcveral Times greatly by Fire, and particularly 
in the Year 1276, it was that Year rebuilt, in the 
magnificent Manner we now fee it. In 1350, this 
City was almoft depopulated by the Plague, which, 
if we may believe Paulus Langiusy carried off 
90,000 of its Inhabitants. In 1422, this City was 
again engag’d in a War with Denmark^ which 
lafted thirteen Years but did not, however, prove 
by far fo detrimental to this Crown, as that which 
begun in 1509, during which the LMbeckers con- 
tributed not a little in difmcmbruig the Crown of 
Sweden from that Kingdom. In 1563, this City 
enter’d into a League with Frideric, II, King of 
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Denmarky againft Erick, King of Sweden i amJ^ 
on this Occafion, furnilWd a great Number of 
Sliips as well as Troops. The Year 1629 made 
this City famous, for the Peace concluded here* 
between the Emperor and the King of Denmarky 
by which all that had been taken, by the Imperial 
lijtsy from the latter, in Holjiein^ was reftored ; 
but with this Condition, that the Kings of Denmark 
ihould not, for the future, intermeddle in Favour 
of the Protejlants in Germany* In 1651, a Treaty 
was let on Foot, in this City, between Sweden and 
Poland 5 but after the Conferences had lafted feve- 
ral Months, they broke up without coming to 
any Conclufion. 

As to the Government of this City, it remain’d 
long under the Jurifdiftion of Henry^ the Liony 
Duke of Saxony^ the Counts of Holftein^Schaum- 
iurgy and likewife under the Crown of Denmarky 
as has already . been obferv’d • but after it became 
an Imperial City, under the Emperor, Frederic II, 
(of which a Monument is yet remaining at the 
Gate, call’d the Mill-Port) it began to be govern’e^ 
by its own Burghermafters, and Senators, and tak- 
ing then a Kind of Arijlocratical Form, has pre- 
ferv’d the fame ever fince. 

LU B EC in its prefent State, is a fine and 
noble City ; which tho’, as I obferv’d before, it 
be not fo ancient as Hamburgh or Bremeny has ne- 
vcrthelefs the Appearance of a greater Antiquity , 
than cither, more of the ancient Buildings of it 
' being yet ftanding, and fewer modern Ones being 
built in the Room of thefe which are either already 
fallen, or now falling to Ruins. The principal 
Streets are larger and more commodious than the 
ancient Streets in Hamburg. The Houfes are large 
and ftately, but inconvenient, and built much in 
the fame Manner as thofe I have given a Dderip- 
tion of in Hamburg* The Churches are raagnifii^ 
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cf nt, and feme of them far exceed the beft in Ham^ 
burg: But, before I defeend to Particulars, give 
me leave to fay a Word or two of the Bifhoprick, 
which bears the Name of this City. 

This Bifhoprick was firft eftabliffi*d, by its 
Founder, Emperor, Otto I, at Oldenburg^ in fFa- 
gria ; but was afterwards transfer*d, in the Year 
1163, hy Henry, the Lion 9 Duke of Saxonyy with 
the Confent of the Emperor Frideric, I, to this 
City ; tho* the Bifhop himfelf often refided at 
Eutin, which is likewife, to this Day, the Reli- 
dence of the Bifhops of Lubeck. In the Year 1 530, 
Detleff von Rantzau being then Bifhop, this See 
embrac’d the Auguftan Confeffion, In the Year 
1586, John Adolph y the third Son of the Duke of 
Gottorpy who was then Archbifhop of Bremen, was 
clefted Bifhop of Lubeck ; and from that Time, 
this Dignity has generally been conferr’d, as an 
Apennage, on the yourger Sons of that illuftrious 
Houfe •, and the Chapter have only, as it were, a 
Shadow of Election left; nay, in the Year 1647, 
they bound thcmfelves under an Obligation to the 
Houfe of Gottorpy that the fix next fucceeding Bi- 
fhops fhould abfolutely be elefted out of that 
Family. Purfuant to this Agreement, in 1655, 
Cbrijtian Albrecht, who afterwards became Duke 
Regent, and, in 1666, Augujl Frideric obtain’d 
the Epifcopal Dignity : But when, during the 
Life of this Bifhop, it was propofed to eJe6l a Co- 
adjutor, the King of Denmark attempted to get 
this Stipulation annull’d. It was, however, con- 
firm’d, by the Imperial Court, in 1701, and tho’, 
at the Eleftion of a Coadjutor, which enfued, the 
King of Deninark had gain’d eight Canons, who 
gave their Votes for his Brother (%arles ; yet, after 
the Death of the Bifhop, in 1705, Prince Cbrijtian 
Auguji, of the Houfe of Gottorp, who had the 
yoies of the remaining Cai\QpSj for the Coadjutor^ 
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fhip, obtain’d the Biftioprick. , The Danes, who 
had made themfclves Matters of Eutin, abandon^ 
it again, and, at Length, by the Mediation of' 
England and Holland, the above-mention’d Prince 
Chriftian Augujl was, in 1706, confirm’d in the 
PoflTefTion ot the Bifhoprick. At, the Treaty of 
Rajladt, between the Emperor and Sweden’, in 1707,. 
ihe Agreement I mention’d above was again rati- 
fied *, by Virtue of which, two Sons of the faid 
Chriftian Auguft were fucceffively eledfed to this Bi- 
flioprick, viz. ^v\nct Charles, in 1726; and, after 
his Death, at Petersburg, where he was upon the 
Point of being married to the Ruffian Princefs, 
Elizabeth, to his Br’other Prince Adolph Frideric, 
this prefent Year 1727, a young Prince, yet un- 
married. But it is to be obferv’d, that, purfuant 
to an Agreement made between the King of Den- 
mark, and the Houfe of Gottorp, at Gluckftadt, 
in the Year 1667, after the Death of thefe fix fuc- 
ceeding Bifhops, of the Houfe of Gottorp, the 
Princes of the Royal Family of Denmark are to be 
eligible alternately. 

But to return to the City of Lubeck : I before 
obferv’d, that it is fituate on the River Trave, in the 
Territory of Wagria^ of which it is the Capital, about 
two German Miles from the Baltick, (or Eaft-Sea) 
out of which this River brings Ships of Burden in- 
to the Heart of the City, and likewife fur rounds it, 
without its Walls, as it were a Ditch, and adds to 
its Strength, as well as to its Wealth by Trade; 
which however is not near fo confidcrable as it was 
formerly, the Hamburghers having rival’d them in 
almott every - Branch of it, but that to the North, 
by the Sea which wattles almott their very Gates. 
This City, befides its fpacious Streets, has feveral 
large Market-Places, and (lately publick Buildings; 
among which, the Senat-Houfe, the Archive of 
the Hanfee-Toytns, the Arfenal, the Spital, and the 
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Churches are the moft remarkable, and of the lat-^ 
ter, the Collegiate Church of Sc. Marf?* is a no- 
ble Pile, which far exceeds any of the Reft. To 
defeend to a particular Defeription of ail, or in- 
deed any of theft, would carry me too great a 
Length \ I fhall therefore only take Notice of two 
or three Singularities. 

In the Sc. Church they fliew you the re- 

markable Pifturc, well known in Germany^ by the 
Name of DeatF s Dance, It reprefents the com- 
mon Figure ot Death leading an Emperor, in hia 
Imperial Robes, and he taking hold, with his othef 
Hand, of another fuch Figure of Death, which 
leads up a King, and fo alternately a Figure of- 
Death and of a human Perfon, throughout all the 
Stations and Srages cl Life, down to an Infant in* 
fwadling Cloaths. The Defign is to fliew chat 
Death ipares no Age nor Condition, which is more 
particularly exprefs’d in fundry Verfes underneath : 
But as I have bought a Print of it, with thefe 
Verfes, and a farther Defeription, which I fliall 
fend you as Opportunity offers, I forbear faying any 
thing farther of it now. In the fame Church, on 
one of the Pillars of it which fupports the Roof^ 

I obferv’d a fmall Chain of three or four Links, 
and, being led by Curiofity, I enquir’d the Meaning 
of it 5 but how was I furpriz’d to find it affix’d, 
in fo facred a Place, for the Standard of Virility, 
and that a Judgment of Impotency would ly againfl: 
any Man who could not come up to it : But whe- 
ther in a relax’d or extended State 1 am not in- 
form’d ; if the latter, I believe very few are in‘ 
Danger. In another Church, I was fliewn the 
Hand of a Parricide, of which they tell you, that 
the Corpfe being buried, this Hand, the follow- 
ing Night; made its Way thro’ the Coffin and 
JEarth, and appear’d, the next Morning above 
Ground 5 and tho" it was again buried, Jeveral 
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Times afterwards, it always appear’d again the 
next Morning , and never putrified. The^ latter 
Part of the Story may be accounted for, in the 
fame Manner, as that of the Corpfe in the Cathe- 
dral of Bremen, and for the former Part, if it be 
fo ancient (which however I can’t affirm) as the 
Days of the Monks (for it has pretty much the 
Appearance of one of their Legends) we need not 
wonder at the Miracle *. I believe my next will 
be from the Univerfity of Rojlock, for which Place 
I defign to depart, in a few Days : In the mean 
Time, I remain, as ever, fcfc. 


• Mmf. Jaiery de MaurUr, in his Memoirs of Hamburg, lot- 
beck gives the following Account of an ancient Mono- 
nent in this City, which as I never, tho; I have frequently 
been there, obferv’d myfelf. I lhall give m his Words. « I 
** cannot (psys this j^utfsor) leave Lubeck, without mentioning 
one remarkable Thing, which is to be feen at the Cath^ 
« dral : On one of the Pediments of this Church, yon read 
“ nine Latin Diftichs, which were given me, and make inen- 
« tion of the following very memorable Hiftoiy. The Em- 
« peror, Charkmaign, being diverting himfelf with the Chrfe, 
« in thefe Parts of Loaer Saxony, took a Stag alive, and order- 
« ing a Collar of Gold, with a Crofs upon it, bearing the 
« Infcription, Hoc Cafar me domwit, and the of the 

« Year to be put about his Neck, turn’d him loofe again 
« into the Foreft. Four hundred Years after, one Leon, Duke 
« of Saxony, having caught this fame Stag, and obfei^ing the 
«• Crofs about his Neck, took a Fancy to build a Cathe^ 
“ Church on the fame Spot, to endow it with a pro^Re- 
« venue, and to grant the Bilhops a Crofs Or, in a Field Ga&r, 
«• for their Arms? As a Monument of this Faft, theE#^/« 
“ of a Stag is plac’d on the Top of the Church. 
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Letter XL VII. 

S I Rostock. 

S I have been here already a few Days, 

I have had Time to make fome Enquiry 
into the ancient and prefent State or this 
City and Univerfity, and fhall therefore 
begin this Letter with a Defcription of it. 

RO STOC K, which is reckon’d very near, : i/ 
not quite, as large as Lubecky is a very ancient and 
famous City, the Capital of a Lordlhip of the fame 
Name, in the Duchy of Mecklenburg^ about a 
German Mile from the Balticky at the Mouth of the 
River Warne^ which forms- a fmall Bay, and a 
good Haven, with a Sconce call’d Warnemundy (or 
the Mouth of the fFarne.) They pretend it was 
known fo early as the Year 329, when, however, 
it was but a Village, which was afterwards (at 
what Time Hiftofy does jjot jnform us) converted 
to a Town, by Godefchalk^ a King of the Obotrite^ 
Wenden. I do not, however, find any Thing par- 
ticular of it, ’till the Year 1160, when PribiJlauSj 
the laft King of the Qbotritesy is faid to have re- 
built it, out of the Ruins of the City of Kyffin^ 
which is now but a Village, and furrounded it with 
a Wall. After the Death of PribiJIauSy his Son 
Henry Burewbiy I, and his Nephew, NiclotuSy quar- 
rel’d for the Succefiion to this Lordlhip, which 
the latter, however, obtain’d, about the Year 1 190, 
with the Afliftance of the Danes y as a Fief to Den- 
mark. After his Death, it was rcltor’d io Burewiny I, 
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and, from him, fell to the Share of his younger 
Son, Burewirty II, who being fucceeded by one 
of his tour Sons, Burewin^ III, he begun a Line 
there, which, however, became extinft in his 
Grandfon, Niclotus, furnam*d the Child of Rojlock. 
This Niclotus made a Ceflion of his Lordfhip to 
the Danes \ which, however, was transfer*d, in the 
Year 1323, by Chrifiophery III, King of Den- 
tnarky as a Fief of that Crown, to Henry the Lion^ 
Duke of Mecklenburg. The Fealty was, neverthe- 
lefs, remitted hy Waldemary IV, in 1360, to AU 
berty II, (who was likewife King of Sweden) by 
Agreement, from which Time, it has remain’d 
peaceable, and without any Interruption, in the 
Dukes of Mecklenburgy who, at fundry Tinies, 

* ..have granted it great Privileges, efpecially that of 
Coining. After this City accceded to the Hanfea- 
tick League, it often even refus’d Allegiance to 
the Dukes, efpecially before the Year 1573, in 
which Year a Sedition arifing againft the Ehike, 
he enter’d it by Force of Arms, treated the Senat 
with great Severity, and the Inhabitants were ob- 
lig’d to fwear Fealty. In the Year 1415, the Dukes 
John and Alberty IV, founded a Univerfity here, 
which, however, was not open’d ’till 1419. A- 
mong other learned Men bred in this Univerfity, the 
■ Germans reckon £ r m t fffi ms Chytreeusy BoceruSy Poji 

feliusy CafeliuSy and Fechtius. The Lordfhip, of 
which this City is the Capital, contains, likewife, 
the Towns, Bailiwicks and Convents of BitzoWy 
Darguny DobraUy Gnoien, Lagay Marlow y PetzkozVy 
RibnitZy SalinaSy Sultey Schwany ^ejfiny and feve- 
ral others. The City of Rojlocky in its modern 
State, is divided into the old, the new, and the 
middle Towns. In the old Town, are the Churches 
of St. Peter Sy St. Nicholas y and St. Katherine' %y to- 
gether with the College of the Juridical Faculty, 
which however is now in Ruins. The middle 
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. Town is feparated from the old Town, by an Arm 
of the Warne^ and contains the Church dedicated to 
the Holy Virgin^ and that of Sr. John'sy together 
with the Raht- or Town-houfe. In the new Town, 
are the Collegiate Church of St. Jacob's, that dedi- 
cated to the Holy Ghofi, St. Michael's^ that of the 
Holy Crofsy with a Convent of Nuns appertaining 
to it, and the other Colleges, with the Academy. 
In the Church-yard of St. Gertrud^ which is with- 
out the City, they obferve, the Soil has this Pecu- 
liarity, that it entirely confumes the Bodies buried 
there within the Compafs of a Year. This City 
has, likewife, three large Market-places , the old, 
the middle, and the Hop-, or Horfe- market ; 140 
Streets, feven Gates, and 14 Ports leading to the 
Wame. In 1629, this City, with the whole Duchy 
of Mecklenburgy was taken by the ImperialiJlSy but 
was recovered out of their 'Hands, by the Swedes$ 
in 1631. 

■ SiNc E I have been in the Dachy of Mecklen- 
burgy I have vifited feveral of the principal Cities 
of it, particularly StrelitZy 

Schwerifty of which I (hall give you a brief Account 
without obferving any Order •, and with that con- 
clude this Letter. 

RAT Z BU RG is a fmall, but ftrong City and 
Caftle, in the Duchy of Saxe-Lauenburgy at about 
feven German Miles from Hamburg and Lunenburg^ 
and fomething more than three from Lubeck, It is 
fituate on a Hill, in the Midft of a large Lake, of 
the fame Name, which is, in fome Places half, but 
generally a Quarter of a Mile broad, and reaches 
almoft to the City of Lubeck. Upon this Ifland, 
on the North-Side of the Town, is the Cathedral, 
and towards the South the Caftle. This Place was 
formerly fubjedt to its own Earls, defcending from 
Henry von Badewide^ who, in the Year 1139, was 
made Earl of HolftAn^ by Albert ^ the Bear^ Duke 
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of Saxony ; but, not being able to maintain it 
againft Henry the Lion^ and jidolpb the II, oi'Scbau-^ 
emburgy was forced to exchange that County for 
the Territory of the Polahi^ an ancient Nation of 
the Wenden^ who dwelt about Ratzburg^ which up- 
on that Occafion was erefted into a County. His 
Son Bernbardus was difpolTeired of it for a Time, 
by Henry the Lion^ but reftored again ; and this 
Family becoming extinft, in his Grandfon, Bern- 
hard IW^ in the 13th Century, it devolved to the 
Dukes of Lauemburgj to whom it was a Fief. The 
Family of Lauemhurg becoming extindl in 1689, 
the Houfe of Lunenburg took PoffefTion of it ; and 
thereby fell into Difpute with the Eleftoral Houfe 
of Saxony y and the Ducal Houfe of Anbalt, 

In or about the Year 1158, in the Time of the 
Emperor Henry IV, Archbilhop Albrecht y of Bre- 
meny inftituted a Bifliop’s See here, at the fame 
Time with that of Mecklenburgy for the Converfion 
of the Pagan WendcHy or Venedi, and made S, 
Arijlus the firft Bifhop, But thefe Barbariansy fome 
Years afterwards, laying wafte the whole Country, 
it remain’d in that Condition, for the Space of 84 
Years, ’till Duke Henryy the Liony of Saxony y re- 
stored it,' in 1153, and made EvermoduSy a Canon 
of Magdebuirgy the firft Bifhop. From him, they 
Shew a Succelfian of 29 Bifhops, to Chriftophery the 
Son of Albert y the Fairy Duke of Mecklenburgy who 
firft introduc’d the Doflrine of Luther y about the 
Year 1566, and died in 1592. He was fueeqeded 
by his Brother, CharleSy who died in 1610, after 
whofe Death this See had no Bifhop, but was admi- 
niftred by the Dukes of Mecklenburg ; ^till, at the 
Treaty of Weftphaliay in 1648, this, as well as the 
See of Schwerviy being feculariz’d, and erefted into 
a Principality, was alloted to them, cum voto 
fejfioncy as an Equivalent for the City of Wtfmary 
which> at the fame Time, was transfer’d to the 
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King of Sweden \ and at the Divifion, in iTpi, 
fell to the Lot of the Line of Strelitz, The Ter- 
ritories belonging to this fecularized See ly all in the 
Duchy of Mecklenburg ; for on the Ifland of Ratz^ 
burg there is nothing appertaining to it but the Ca- 
thedral, and fome few Houfes and Grounds there- 
unto belonging. 

STRELITZ is a little Town, in the Lord- 
ihip of Stargardy in the Duchy of Mecklenburg^ 
the Refidence of the Duke of Mecklenburg-Strelitz ; 
who has borrowed his Title from thence. The firft 
Duke of this Line was Adolph Frederick II, who, 
in 1701, came to an Agrement with Duke Frede^ 
rick fpilliam of Scbweriny to take for his Inheritance 
the Lordfhip of Stargardy together with the Prin- 
cipality of Ralzeburgy certain Revenues from Mu 
row and Remerowy together with the Sum of 8000 
Dollars, to build a Palace, and the yearly Sum of 
9000 Dollars, aflignM on the Toll of Boitzenburg. 
He was fucceeded by his Son, Adolph Frederick III, 
who is yet living. The Town o\ Strelitz is almofl: 
furrounded by feveral large Lakes, but has little elfe 
remarkable. The Ducal Palace was confum’d by 
a Fire which broke out in the Night-time, together 
with all the Furniture. 

IF IS MAR is the principal City of Trade, and 
Metropolis of the Duchy of Mecklenburgy on the 
Eajt-feay about feven German Miles from Lubecky 
the fame Diftance from Rojlocky and about four 
from Schwerin. This City ,is faid to have been firft 
built, in the Year 340, by an ancient King of the 
VandalSy calfd Wijfimerusy from whom it is fuppo- 
fed to have taken its Name, and there is yet a 
Church there, which, as a Remembrance of this 
' ancient City, is call’d the Church of Old IVif7nar : 
But Time and War having wholly obliterated this 
ancient Place, we find no Remains of it in Hiftory, 
’till, in 1239, it was renew’d out of the Ruins of 
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Old Mecklenburg, by Gunzelinus II, Earl of Schwe- 
Tiriy from whom Henry of Jerufalem^ Lord of 
Mecklenburg^ obtain’d it for his Houfe. In 1262, 
it was almoll wholly ruin’d by Fire, but by the En- 
couragement of its new Mafter, who granted great 
Privileges to thofe who fhouki rebuild it, by 1266, 
it arofe again out of the Flames,' almoft wholly of 
Stone. It was afterwards, on Account of its Haven, 
accounted one of the moft confiderable of the Han- 
featick League, and has often refus’d Allegiance to 
the Dukes of Mecklenburg ; for which, in particular, 
it fuffer’d feverely in the Year 1427, under Duke 
Henry^ the Corpulent, The Importance of this 
Place is, without Doubt, chiefly owing to the Ex- 
cellency of its Haven, which is reckon’d the fafefl 
and the moft convenient of the whole Baltick, The 
Entrance into it is cover’d by a Sand, on which 
there is a ftrong Caftle built, call’d the IVhale, The 
City itfelf was formerly furrounded with a very 
ftout Wall, and other Fortifications, and is, befidcs, 
ftrong by Nature •, one Part of it being wafh’d by 
the Sea, and the other furrounded with Fens and 
Moraffes. It was, for many Years, in great Want 
of frcfli Water % but a fine Spring, which now 
fuppli es it, was afterwards found. In the 30 Years 
War, it was taken by the Imperial General fVal- 
lenfteinj and afterwards by the Swedes, to whom, 
at the Peace which enfued, it was alloted, together 
with the Caftle or Fort, call’d the Whale,, and the 
adjacent Ifland of Poel. In 1653 feveral Additions 
were made to the Fortifications: But in 1716, 
being taken by the Danijhy Prujfian and Hannove- 
rian Troops, after a long Blockade, they entirely 
raz’d the Fortifications, and, in that Condition, it 
was reftor’d to Sweden^ in 1721. 

I found feveral of the public Buildings here 
worth feing, particularly the Town-houfe, and the 
feveral Churches of St. Hicholas^ St. Mary^ St. 
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George^ and the Holy Ghojly efpecially that of St. 
Mary^Sy from which you have a fine View of the 
Ea/t-fea. An Iron Rail, round the Font of this 
Church, is Ihewn as a great Rarity, and for the 
Exquifitenefs of the Workmanfhip, in the Nature 
of Cords interwoven in a curious Manner, faid to 
be wrought by the Devil The Market-place, 
the Convents of the Grey and Black Friars, and 
an ancient Palace, call’d the Court of Mecklenburgy 
the former Refidence of the Dukes, are likewife 
Places I view’d with fome Satisfaftion. 

SCHtVERIN\s the Capital of the Principa- 
lity, formerly Bifhoprick, and County of the fame 
Name, in the Duchy of Mecklenburg^ from whence 
the principal Line of that illuftrious Houfe now 
bears the Title of Duke of Mecklenhurg-Schweririy 
to diftinguifh it from that of S, relitZy that of Gu- 
Jirow being extindl. This City is fuuateon a Lake 


^ The common Paoplc, and particularly the Women, are 
in general very fuperllitious and credulous throughout all Ger- 
many i but in no Part of it more fo, than in Mcck/enhrg, which 
has bred as many Witches as Lapland ; In moft of thefe Nor- 
thern Countries they have a very great Opinion of the Devil’s 
Skill in mechanical Arts, and if any Piece of Workmanlhip 
happen to excel, to be fure the black Artift is call’d upon to 
. account for it. At Kotjchildy in the Ifland of Zealand^ for- 
merly the Refidence, and yet the Burying* Place, of the Kings 
of Denmark, they Ihew you, in the Cathedral, four or five 
ftately Chapels, containing fo many pompous Tombs, which 
are feparaied from the Body of the Church, by Iron- Work, 
which ftiews, indpd, the moft exquifite Skill of the Artift ; 
efpecially one whicli far exceeds the Reft ; and they tell you, 
that a F oreigner {4 little black Man, to be Jure) agreed for the 
Performance of this Work ; but after having finifti’d that one, 
upon fome Difpute a^ut the Payment, his Devilfhip [for fiuh^ 
it feemSy be^ was) yanifh’d at once out of their Sight, *and never 
came for his Mony afterwards; and tho’ the Kings Den- 
* mark ofter’d an unlimited Price, the Workmanlhip could not 
equal’d, * ^ 
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of the fame Name, which is a great Addition to its 
Strength, efpecially to that of the Caftle, which is 
built in the very Middle of it. 

In the Year 1 160, Henry, the Lion, Duke of 
Saxony, having depriv’d Niclotus, King of the 
Obotrites, of his whole Country, of which Schwerin 
•was a Part, rebuilt that City, which had been burnt 
down by Ktchtus, and erecting it, with the Ter- 
ritories thereunto belonging, which, at that Time, 
extended beyond the Elb, into a County, gave it 
to his General, Gunzelinus, of the noble Family of 
Bartenjleben ', and tho’ Pribijlaus, the Son of M- 
elotus, recover’d his Father’s Dominions, Schwerin 
was exempted, and remain’d to the Heirs of Gun~ 
zelinus. Two of his four Sons, Henry and Gun- 
zelinus, II, poflefs’d it fucceffively. The former, 
in 1223, took fVddemar, II, King of Denmark, 
Prifoner, and thereby oblig’d him to reftore the 
Conquefts he had made, in Holjlein and Mecklen- 
lurg. He likewife obtain’d the Privilege of Ex- 
emption from Toll, in Saxony, for the Burghers of 
Schwerin, from the Emperor Otto, IV, which they, 
to this Day, enjoy in Wifmar and Lubeck. This 
Earl, dying without Male-heirs, was fiicceeded by 
his Brother, and he by his Son, Gunzelinus, III, 
who, in a War with Albert the Great, Duke of 
Brumjwick, loft his Dominions, beyond the Elb. 
In his Son Otto, furnam’d Rofa, the Males of this 
Family became extinft, and, his Daughter, Richar- 
dis, being married to Albert, II, Duke of Mecklen- 
burg, and King of Sweden, at his Death, in y 60, 
the County of Schwerin, together with the Mftlc 
of Domitz, which had been pawn’d to this Houfe, 
by Brandenburg, in 1328, fell to the Houfe of 
Mecklenburg, where they have remain’d ever fince. 

The See of Schwerin was, likewife, founded 
in the Time of Henry, the Lion, Duke of Saxony, 
on Occafion of the City of Mfckknburg having been 
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dcftroy’d in the Wars with the Ohotrites^ and that 
See ruin’d ; tho’ the Bilhops did not rcfidc at 
Schwerin^ but at Butzow. Benno^ the third Bifliop 
of Mecklenburg was the firft of Schwerin^ from 
whom they fhew you a Succeffion of thirty-one Bi- 
fhops, to Magnus y the Son of Henry ^ the Pea- 
ceable^ Duke of Mecklenburg^ who firft introduc’d 
the Dodlrine of Luthery and married, but died 
without Heirs in 1550. He was fucceeded, by 
Ulrick^ I, Son of Albert^ the Fair^ Duke of Meek- 
lenhurg^ who was, likewife, Duke of Gujlrow^ 
and died in 1603. The laft Bilhop of Schwerin 
was Ulricky II, Son of Fridericy II, King of Den- 
markj who died in 1624, during the Time of the 
thirty Years- War at the Concluuon of which, by 
the Treaty of fFeJlpbaliay this See, being fecula- 
riz’d, was erefled into a Principality, together 
with that of Ratzeburgy and given to Adol^-Fri- 
dericy Duke of MeMenburg-Schweriny who was 
then Adminiftrator of the See, as an Equivalent 
for the City of IVifmar (which was transfer’d to the 
King of Sweden') and it has remain’d, ever fince, 
to him and his SucceflTors ; one of whom John 
^Ibrechty appointed the Cathedral oi Schwerin to be 
the Burial-Place of the Dukes, which before w^ 
at Dobran. lam, 



Letter XL VIII. 


S I Ry Rostock. . 

O T having yet met with much Conver-f 
fation to my Mind here, I have fpent a 
a good Part of my Time, in reviewing 
fcveral Manuferipts, communicated to me 
by my learned Friend j 'and a Tranflation of one 

of 
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of them, entitled ; 77?^ Visioii, or The Return 
cf AsTRi^A, for Want of other Matter, fliall be 
the Subjeft of this Letter. 

This Manuferipty which feems to have been 
written and fent to one of my learned Friend’s 
Correfpondents, for his Amufement (as I now 
fend you the Tranflation of it) is introduced with 
the following Line of VirgiC% \ 

Jam redit it} yirgo^ redeunt Saturnia Regna, 

‘‘ Among other Rarities, (fays my learned 
Friend) in my Colledtion, which I have already 
** frequently mention’d to you ; I have treafur’d 
‘‘ up a Sort of Sweet-Bag^ or Cufhion, the Pro- 
duceof Japan ; but, in Form, not unlike what 
OMx European Dames call a Pin-Cufliion. This 
Bag or Cufhion is fill’d with the mod fcarce 
and coftly Aromaticksy colleded by that great En- 
quirer into the Secrets of Nature, Cram BanckjUy 
a Native and renown’d Philofopher of that 
** Country. 

“ This Cufhion has the extraordinary and pecu- 
** liar Virtue, that, being laid under the Pillow of 
“ a Perfon going, to Reft, it operates in fuch 
‘‘ Manner on the Brain, as not only, in a very 
fenfible Manner, to quicken the Force of his 
“ Imagination ; but, at the fame Time, to recall 
“ to his Memory thofe Images which have di- 
‘‘ verted him, while blefs’d with the Light of the 
Sun, and to reprefent to his Mind the moft im- 
“ portant Occurrences of the foregoing Day, in 
“ an agfeable Vifion. 

I HAVE already given you fome Samples of the 
“ Operation of this Cufhion ; tho’ I have hithe^-^ 
to kept the efficient Caufe of my Dreams or 
Vifions, as a Referve from your I^owledge. I 
“ make it my conftant Endeavour to be of fome 
Service to you, and the Reft of my Friends, 

•‘as 
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as well fleeping as waking ; and, by Means of 
this my Culhion, I have it in my Power, to be 
watchful for the publick Good, even while I 
‘^am enjoying that Refrefliment of the Mind 
‘‘ which the Nature of Mankind abfolutely re- 

“ quires. Our Friend Mr. R coming lately 

to vifit me, in the Morning, faw this Cufhion. 
“ lying on the Table *, and, believing it to be 
“ a common Pin-Cufhion, in his ufual jaunting 
** Way, began to rally me, and ask*d me for 
which of my She-Favorites I defign’d this Em- 
blem of good Houfe-wifery : But I no fooner 
difcover*d to him the fecret Virtues it contain^, 
than Curiofify gained fo much the AfeendanC 
over him, that he would admit of no Denial ; 
‘‘ but I was oblig’d to lend it him, in Order for 
his making an Experiment of them himfelf, for 
one Night \ which gave Occafion to the follow- 
** ing Letter from him, a few Days afterwards ; 

SIR, 

46 T AM infinitely oblig’d to you, for the agrea- 
ble Dream you procured me laft Night. My 
** '1 houghts were Yefterday pretty much employ’d 
in refledling on the vaft Inequality which is to 
“be obferv’d in the Diftribution of the Bleffings 
“ of this World to Mankind : I mean what little 
Regard was had to real Merit, and how fome, 
“ amidft all the Difadvantages of Sloth and Indo- 
«« lence, advanced their Fortunes, whilft others^ 
“ notwithftanding the moft indefatigable Induftry, 
“ approach’d daily nearer to their impending 
“ R*uin. I began to think with myfelf what a 
furprizing Change we fhould fee in this World, 
if every one were to be rewarded according to 
his Deferts in this Life : If Honour or Difgrace, 
Plenty or Want, Promotions or Puniihments, 
^ were to be diitribuceJ to every individual of the 

human 
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human Species, without any other Regard what- 
‘‘ foever, but to that of pcrfonal Merit. 

** These, I fay, were my Thoughts, the beft 
Part of the Dayj and, at Night, I follow’d 
your Diredion, and laid your wonderful Japan 
Cufhion under my Head. For Ibme Time, 
cither an intenfe Refleftion on my own Curiofity, 
or the Power of the Aromaticks contain’d in it, 
“ which already feem’d to begin their Operation in 
my Brain, kept me awake. At Length, how- 
ever, I fell infenfibly into a fweet Sleep ; but 
thought I was fuddenly awak’d out of it, by the 
Noife of a great Number of People, crying 
aloud . It is done ! It is done ! Methoughts I 
•• immediately hurried on my Cloaths, and went 
out to fee what was the Matter 5 and meeting 
«« a Man, with a large Map in his Hand, upon 
asking him what then was done ? He immediate- 
‘‘ ly anlwer’d \ Right and JuJlice to all Mankind. 
«« Every Man (continued he) is promoted according 
•• to his Merits and every Man is punijhd accord- 
ing to bis Deferts. 

^‘1 ENQUIRED into the Circumftances of this 
lurprizing Revolution j upon which he told me, 
that AJlrceay the Goddefs of Juftice was again 
come down to this World, had juft brought all 
‘‘ the Kingdoms of the Earth, as well as all the 
«« private Families contain’d in them, into their 
)uft and proper Order, and had affign’d to every 
“ one in particular his lawful Right. Here (added 
he) is a new Mapy in which this new Hiftrihution 
of Dominions and Territories is dijiinguijhd by 
** different Colours. 

“ I TOOK a View of it, and found it beautifully 
illuminated but could hardly enough admire 
the prodigious Difference lobferv’d between this 
Map, and the common Maps I had hitherto 
feen, in Europe alone, tho* the leaft of the four 
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“ Parts of the World. Great Kingdoms, which 
had extended their Confines, by many unlawful 
Conquefts, were now again reduced within their 
ancient Bounds, and fmall Republics were vifi- 
bly enlarg’d, by the Plunder of the former, 
** which was now reftor’d to them, I obferv’d, 
that thofe Countries, which had formerly been 
illegally taken from others, but, by this new 
“ Difpofition, were now reftored, were encom- 
pafs’d with Dots ; and I took Notice, with no 
fmall DilTatisfadlion, that Germany^ in particu- 
‘‘ lar, was very much encumber’d with thefe 
«« Marks of Diftinftion; 

M Y Impatience, however, to fee the other 
Changes, which the Return of this Emprefs had 
occafion’d among Perfons of Diftindtion, and 
liich as had poflefs^d the higheft and moft hono- 
rable Pofts, feem’d not to allow me a fufficienc 
** Time, to view this Map with that Attention it 
otherwife probably deferv’d. 

This the PoflelTor of it obfcrved, and there- 
fore pointed to a fuperb Palace, which prefented 
** itfelf to our View, where, he faid, AJiraa her- 
felf refided. There I was firft introduced info 
an Anti-chamber, where I faw a great Number 
of Heralds, fiting at a Table, with great Rolls 
of Parchment lying before them, in which they 
were endeavouring to reduce the Arms of the 
Nobility into due Order. Some were employed 
in effacing thofe of many confiderable Families^ 
“ which, for Want of real Merit, were deem’d 
unworthy of them ; while others were blazoning; 
** new ones, for the new-created Gentry, who had 
rais’d themfelves by their Valour, Wifdom and 
“ exemplary Piety, which, however, defeended 
no farther to their Succeffors, than as they could. 
5 * be entitled to them by their own Merits. 
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‘‘ O M the Table, there lay a large Book, en- 
tirdy fini(h*d, with a compleaf Lift of all thofe 
who were remaining of the ancient Nobility, and 
of thofe who were now created, together with 
their Titles, Arms, Eftates, and public Offices. 
“ In the laft Clafs, I found, in particular, a great 
Number of Privy- Counfellors, Chancellors and 
AmbafTadors, whofe Names I had never before 
•• met with in any of our Gazettes. 

T H E Art of Heraldry has hitherto been in- 
•• volved in great Obfeurity and Confufion, and 
“ Arms arc very fcldom found to have any Affi- 
nity or Refemblance to the Virtues, Qualities, 
•• Capacities or Occupations of thofe who bear 
them. I mylelf know a bluftering General, who 
bears a Lamb in his Arms *, and, on the other 
Hand, a very peaceable Marfhal of the Court, 
whofe Arms look big with Dragons and Tygers : 
But here, methoughts, this Art was reduced to 
a proper and certain Order. Beafts, Vegetables 
and Implements, were all adapted in their proper 
“ Significations, to fuch Perfons, whofe particular 
Merit was reprefented by them.' Baron Santas 
indefatigable Zeal for the Public Good, even to 
** the Prejudice of his own Health, was illuftrated, 
in his Arms, by a Silk-Worm, and his difinte- 
relied Love of Juftice by an open Hand cred:. 

“ I FOUND this Book, in general, full of Curio- 
Cities of this Kind, which, indeed, pleas’d me 
wonderfully, but are rnoftly efcap’d my Memo- 
** ry ; however, I ffiould, perhaps, have retain’d 
«* more of them, if my Attention had not been 
interrupted, by a great Number of Perfons of 
Diftindion, who were led in Chains, fecured by 
“ a numerous Guard, thro’ this Anti-chamber into 
** an inner Apartment.. I follow’d them, and came 
into a magnificent HaJl, hung with coftly Tape- 

‘‘ I WAS 
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** I WAS furpriz^d, at my firft Entrance, at the 
Spacioufnefs and Splendor of the Place ; but my 
Aftonifliment encreas*d, when I view’d the au- 
guft Aflembly with which it was fill’d. AJircsa 
fat at the upper End of it, on a coftly Throne, 

“ which feemed rather fown than embellifh’d with 
Pearls and Jewels. In her left Hand, Ihe held a 
‘‘ golden Scale, in which (he weigh’d whatever 
was brought before her, with the utmoft Impar- 
“ tiality, and, in her right Hand, Ihe held a naked 
“ Sword, as an Emblem of executive Juft ice. 

At her right Hand, fat Minos^ Lycurgus^ 
‘‘ Solon y DracOy and other great Heroes of Anti- 
quity, who were fam’d for their incorruptible 
Equity ; and I likewife faw, with a fenfible Plea- 
fure, fome of the prefent Rulers of this Part of 
“ the World, together with the new-appointed 
Officers of State, fiting on her left Hand, who 
<< all had their Eyes fix’d, with the greateft Atten- 
tion, on the Emprefs, and on thofe great Ex- 
** amples of Equity and Juftice, who fat on her 
“ right Hand. Before her lay a Book of Statutes, 
by which the Prifoners of State, whom I men- 
«« tionM above, were to be openly tried. 

“ Some of them were convidled of having drain'd 
whole Provinces, of which the Lieutenancy had 
been entrufted to them : Others, that they had 
betray’d the fecret Defigns, projedted for the 
Benefit of their Country, to the Enemy : Others 
‘‘ again, that they had fquander’d away the public 
Treafure, enrich’d their own Families, and im- 
poverifli’d the Nation : And yet others, that 
they had fwallow’d up the Eftates of helplefs 
‘‘ Widows and Orphans, offer’d Juftice to Sale, 
opprefs’d Innocence, and wink’d at Crimes, or 
** perhaps countenanced them. The Wives of thefe 
latter were likewife arraign’d, and oblig’d to 
refund the many Medals of Goldi Jewels, and 
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“ Other Things of Value, for which they had bar- 
** ter^d away their Hufbands Votes and Confciences. 

• “ While thefe Matters were enquiring into, an 
humble Petition was prefented to the Emprefs, 
“ on the Behalf of certain poor Prifoners, who were 
“ under Sentence of Death, forfmall, tho^ capital 
Crimes. One had ftolen an old Garment, to 
cover his Nakednefs; and a fecond was an Eye- 
“ Witnefs of it. A third had been drove, by Hun- 
ger, to (hoot one of his Prince’s Deer, in the Fo- 
‘‘ reft, and the like : And all of them, acknow- 
** Icdging their Crimes, humbly implored a Re- 
“ prieve of fome few Days only. Upon Enquiry 
‘‘ who were their Judges, it appear’d, that feveral 
“ of thofe ho had condemn’d them, were now 
themfelves impeach’d of Crimes of a higher Na- 
tufe. This gave fo favorable a Turn to their 
Cafes, that, upon Promife of Amendment, they 
were immediately difeharg’d, and, on the other 
‘‘ Hand, their far more culpable Judges con- 
demn’cl to dy in their Room. 

“ Methouchts, I hereupon left this venerable 
Affembly, for a Time, with an* Intent to carry 
the joyful News of this happy Revolution to my 
Friends and Acquaintance : But I was fcarce got 
‘‘ out of the Palace, when I perceived a great 
Crowd of People aflembled round a vaft Fire, 
which to me feem’d a public Teftimony of their 
“ Joy, :for this happy Revolution: But when I 
approach’d nearer to it, I found, that it cbnfifted 
wholly, of fuch Books and Writings, as were 
‘‘ condemn’d to the Flames, by the new Govern- 
* ment ; and the Officer, who was entrufted with 
“ the Execution of this Sentence, read the Title 
of each Book diftindly. Among thefe, were 
all Sorts of Plays, Romances, Dedications, 
Epithdamia^ Elegies, Chymical, Aftrological, 
and Chiromantical Treatifes^ Pifputations, Ju- 
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diciary Proceedings, Merchants Books of Ac- 
“ counts, in which their Correfpondents had been 
‘‘ over-charg*d, and monftrous |large Volumes of 
“ modern Controverfies, piping hot, which in par- 
ticular, occafion’d a prodigious Blaze. 

“The Remainder of this Dream was, I 
“ thought, Ibmewhat out of the common Courfe 
“ of Things. I faw Perfons of Diftindlion, with 
“ large lull bottom’d Wigs, Velvet Garments, 
“ and Vefts of Cloth of Gold, following Flocks 
“ of Sheep ; and, on the other Hand, Perfons of 
“ a mean Condition, in Linen-Frocks, or Sheep’s 
“ Skin Pelts, riding in gilt Coaches, with three 
“ or four Servants behind them. Going into a 
' Roman Catholick I faw an Officer, with 

a gilt Breait-Plate, Regimental Cloathing, and a 
Sword by his Side, faying Mafs 5 and I was no 
“ lefs furpriz’d to fee, foon afterwards, a reverend 
“ Father, in a Monk’s Cowl, and a Pater-Nojler 
“ about his Neck, fiting on Horfcback, andlead- 
‘‘ ing a Regiment of Dragoons. 

“ It is not to be exprefs’d what a Change I 
“ found, even in my own Neighbourhood, in this 
“ (hort Time of my Abfence. The rich Mifer^ 
** Avarus^ was reduced to Beggary, andthehonell 
induftrious Family of the had attain’d 

to great Honors and Riches; that truly worthy 
“ Clergy-man, Eufebius^ who ’till now has been a 
Slave to one who is by far his Inferior, on every 
“ Account but Preferment, for a bare Lively-hood, 
was advanced to the Dignity of a Super-Inten- 
dent : Your Friend, EudoxiuSy had obtain’d the 
“ high Office of Chancellor, and you yourfelf pro^ 
“ moted, in his Room, to that of Infpedtor Gene- 
“ ral of the Manners of the Age. 

“ When I came to my own Lodgings, Ilike- 
“ wile found, lying upon my Table, an Appoint- 
menc from the Emprefs, to a more important 

“ Poft, 
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^ Poft, than my Modefty will fufFer me to men- 
tion, and my Friends began to honor me with 
their congratulatory Vifits, when a noify Watch- 
man robb*d me of my imaginary good Fortune 5 
and, at the fame Time he gave me to underfland 
“ it was paft four o’Clock, unhappily turn’d me 
«« out of my Office. 

‘‘ I NEED not tell you, Sir, that when I awak’d, 

I found myfelf in another World, very different 
from that I had pleas’d myfelf with in my Sleep ; 
and what is worfe, in fuch a World, as, in its 
prefcnt degenerate State, gives us very little 
Hopes of an Amendment, ’till its general Diflb- 
lution. I could, therefore, find no Comfort but • 
by turning my Thoughts upon the World to 
come, where every one will adlually be rewarded 
or puniffied according to his Deferts : But as 
“ fuch, and the like Reflexions are more befiting 
you, as a Philofopher, I content myfelf with a 
bare Relation of my Dream, and leave it to you 
to make the proper Remarks upon it. I am, Csfc.’® 
So far, my Manufeript. I have feveral other 
fuch Vifions of my learned Friend’s in my Poflef- 
fion, of , which, as Time and Opportunity fliall 
offer, I may probably fend you fome Tranflatiohs : 
In the mean Time, I muft tell you, that my Con- 
verlation with this extraordinary Genius has fo 
refin’d my Tafte, that I find none here I can put 
up with ; I (hall therefore return to Hamburgy very 
fpeedily, where I think to ftay, ’till I receive News 
of his Majefty’s Departure for Hannover y which 1 
am inform’d, from thence, will be foon after the 
Parliament riles. lam, 
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